
Material for Myoshoji Oesihiki Ceremony Lecture in October 13th 2019 

 

Reply to Matsuno (Matsuno dono-gohenji) 
 

There are many baby fish, but only a few mature to become full-grown fish. Although the mango 

tree blooms proliferously, few of its flowers turn into fruit. The same is true for humans. There are 

many who resolve to attain enlightenment, but only a few refrain from slackening in their practice 

and manage to achieve the true way. The aspiration of common mortals to attain enlightenment 

often is hampered by evil karmic influences and is easily affected by various conditions and 

circumstances. There are many heavily armored warriors, but only a few among them are fearless 

when they go into battle.                                                                                     (Gosho, pp. 1048-1049) 

 

 

Explanation 

Though baby fish are many in number, only a few grow up to become adult fish. Though the mango tree 

has many flowers, it produces few fruits. We can say the same for humans. There are many people who 

aspire to become enlightened, but only a few are able to keep from regressing and can enter the true way 

of enlightenment. All in all, the resolutions of common mortals to attain enlightenment are frequently 

hindered by evil pressures. They are easily influenced by circumstances. There are many armored 

warriors, but few of them go into battle without any fear. 

 

 

Explanation of the Major Terms  

• Mango tree: The writing, Pronunciation and Meaning in the Complete Buddhist Canon (Ch. 

Yiqiejing yinyi; Jpn. Genno ongi) contains the following explanation: “This fruit tree produces 

numerous flowers but few turn into fruit.” This tree is used to illustrate how difficult it is to attain 

the way of the Buddha. 

• Resolve to attain enlightenment: One’s aspiration to attain enlightenment. The pre-Lotus Sutra 

teachings expounded that enlightenment can be achieved by eliminating earthly desires. However, 

the Lotus Sutra taught that, by embracing Myoho-Renge-Kyo, one can attain enlightenment 

without eradicating earthly desires. 

• Evil karmic influences: Indirect causes that bring about negative results. According to the 

Daishonin’s teachings, even if we encounter evil karmic influences, if we use them as 

opportunities to increase our efforts in our faith and practice, we are able to transform even those 

evil influences into positive ones through the process of “changing poison into medicine” 

(hendoku iyaku). 

 

 

Background and Summary 

This Gosho was written on the ninth day of the 12th month of the second year of Kenji (1276), 

two and a half years following the Daishonin’s entry into Minobu. The Daishonin was 55 years of age at 

the time. This is a letter addressed to Matsuno Rokuro sa’emon, who was the landlord of the Matsuno 

area of the Ihara County (present-day Fuji City), and it was delivered by Sammi-bo, a disciple of the 

Daishonin.  

Based on the contents of this Gosho, it is alternatively known as The Fourteen Slanders (Jushi 

hibo-sho).  



In this letter, the Daishonin responds to Lord Matsuno’s question about whether or not there is 

any difference between the benefits resulting from the Daimoku chanted by a sage and that chanted by 

us, the believers. (Gosho, p. 1046). First and foremost, the Daishonin states, “There is no distinction in 

superiority or inferiority.” (ibid.) Furthermore, he explains that any discrepancy in the benefits would 

entirely depend on whether or not we have committed any of the “fourteen slanders.”  

In the passage that we are studying, he explains that there are many people who resolve to practice 

Myoho-Renge-Kyo, but few are able to attain enlightenment by carrying through true faith. He 

encourages us never to be influenced by evil karmic influences and he urges us to brace ourselves and 

never slacken in our efforts, as we uphold true Buddhism and advance with devotion to achieve 

Buddhahood.  

 

 

Reference from Gosho passages and High Priest guidance 

 

The fourteen slanders 

1. Arrogance: to be haughty and conceited and to belittle true Buddhism. 2. Negligence: to be lazy 

and neglectful of one’s Buddhist practice. 3. Arbitrary egotistical judgment: to make presumptions 

about true Buddhism, based on one’s arbitrary thoughts. 4. Shallow understanding: to evaluate true 

Buddhism according to one’s shallow knowledge and to refuse to seek a profound understanding.  

5. Attachment to earthly desires: to be attached to one’s earthly desires and to have no respect for the 

teachings of true Buddhism. 6. Lack of desire to deepen understanding: to refuse to strive to understand 

the true Law. 7. Not believing: to refuse to believe in true Buddhism. 8. Aversion: to frown or 

grimace and criticize true Buddhism. 9. Deluded doubt: to mistrust true Buddhism. 10. Vilification: 

to slander true Buddhism. 11. Contempt: to scorn those who embrace true Buddhism. 12. Hatred: to 

hate those who embrace true Buddhism. 13. Jealousy: to be jealous and resentful of those who embrace 

true Buddhism. 14. Grudges: to bear a grudge against those who embrace true Buddhism. 

 

Reply to Matsuno: It is essential for you, as a lay believer, to single-mindedly chant Nam-Myoho-
Renge-Kyo and also make offerings to the priests. Furthermore, in order to practice exactly as the 
[Lotus] Sutra teaches, you must propagate the Law to the full extent of your ability.    (Gosho, p. 1051) 

 

Guidance from High Priest Nichinyo Shonin 

In the Letter to Nanjo Hyo’e Shichiro (Nanjo hyo’e shichiro dono-gosho), the Daishonin writes: 

Even those with profound faith do not censure the enemies of the Lotus Sutra. No matter what 

great merit one gains by performing good deeds; even if one transcribes the Lotus Sutra ten million 

times, and achieves the observation of the mind based on the principle of ichinen sanzen (three 

thousand realms in a single life-moment), should he fail to denounce the enemies of the Lotus 

Sutra, he will not be able to attain enlightenment.             (Gosho, p. 322) 

We must embrace these golden words and etch into our hearts how important shakubuku is in our 

practice. We also must uphold the following golden words: 

You must propagate to others with all your might, even if it is only a single sentence or phrase. 

(Gosho, p. 668) 

It is most important to put forth our utmost efforts and devote ourselves to do shakubuku, in order for 

us to achieve enlightenment in this lifetime.           (Dainichiren, February 2019) 

 


