
Material for the Myoshoji Oko Lecture in July 14th 2019 

 

Letter to Nanjō Hyō’e Shichirō 
(Nanjō hyō’e shichirō dono-gosho) 

 

No matter what great merit one gains by performing good deeds; even if one transcribes 

the Lotus Sutra ten million times, and achieves the observation of the mind based on the 

principle of ichinen sanzen (three thousand realms in a single life-moment), should he fail 

to denounce the enemies of the Lotus Sutra, he will not be able to attain enlightenment. For 

example, one may loyally serve the imperial court for ten to twenty years, but if he 

recognizes an enemy of the emperor and neither reports it nor personally feels enmity, all 

the services he has thus far offered will come to naught. Rather, he will be punished. You 

must realize that all the people in this age are slanderers of the Law.   (Gosho, pp. 322-323) 
 

Explanation 

Even if a person performs great deeds, even if he transcribes the Lotus Sutra a thousand or ten-thousand 

times, and even if he masters the path of observation of the mind based on ichinen sanzen (three-thousand 

realms in a single life-moment), he cannot attain enlightenment if he does not denounce the enemies of 

the Lotus Sutra. For example, assume that a man serves the imperial court for ten or twenty years. He 

had knowledge of an enemy of the sovereign, but he did not report him to the throne and he, himself, did 

not confront that enemy. As a result, the merits of his dedicated service disappeared entirely, and he was 

instead punished for a crime. Accordingly, you must understand that the people of this age are slanderers 

of the Law. 

 

Explanation of the Major Terms  

• Observation of the mind based on the principle of ichinen sanzen: The Buddhist practice to 

master the knowledge that all three-thousand realms are inherent within one’s own single moment 

of life. It is to become enlightened to the principles of the mutual possession of the ten worlds (jikkai 

gogu) and ichinen sanzen, established by the Great Teacher Tiantai, from the passage on the true 

entity of the ten factors (jūnyo jissō) in the Expedient Means (Hōben; second) chapter of the Lotus 

Sutra. Here, it refers to Buddhist practice only for oneself. 

• Enemies of the Lotus Sutra: Those who oppose the Lotus Sutra. In the Latter Day of the Law, 

they are the slanderers who uphold heretical principles and religions and turn their backs on the 

Three Great Secret Laws of Nichiren Daishonin. 

 

Background and Summary  

This Gosho was written on the 13th day of the 12th month of the first year of Bunnei (1264), 

approximately a month following the Komatsubara Persecution. Nichiren Daishonin was 43 years old, 

and he sent this letter from Awa Province (present day Chiba Prefecture) to Nanjō Hyō’e Shichirō, the 

father of Nanjō Tokimitsu. Hyō’e Shichirō was a samurai warrior who served the regency of the Hōjō 

clan. He originally resided in the Nanjō Region of Izu Province, but he later moved to the area of Fuji 

and became the lord of the manor of the Ueno region. For this reason, he was known as the Lord of Ueno. 

In the beginning, he was a believer of the Nembutsu sect, but he is said to have received instruction from 

the Daishonin around the Kōchō period (1261-1264) and converted to true Buddhism. 

The Daishonin encountered a persecution incident in Komatsubara, as described in the following 

passage: 



I was injured on the forehead and my left hand was struck and broken. 

 (On Persecutions Befalling the Buddha [Shōnin gonan ji], Gosho, p. 1396)  

The Daishonin’s wounds had not yet healed, but he immediately wrote this letter to Hyō’e Shichirō, 

as soon as he learned that he was suffering from a grave illness. First, he expressed words of concern 

about Hyō’e Shichirō, who was sick in bed. Next, based on the five guides for propagation (gokō), he 

denounced the heresy of the Nembutsu doctrine and extolled the truth of the Lotus Sutra. Then, he 

described the circumstances of the Komatsubara Persecution and concluded the letter by saying: 

Should you depart before I do, you must declare that you are a disciple of Nichiren, the foremost 

votary of the Lotus Sutra in Japan. However, you must know that, if you uphold both Nembutsu and 

the Lotus Sutra in your practice, you will never be able to attain enlightenment. 

 (Gosho, p. 326, Summarized) 

In the passage on which we are focused today, the Daishonin urges us not to practice only for ourselves. 

He declares that, if we do not also perform shakubuku to denounce the slanders of all the religions that 

are enemies of the Lotus Sutra, then we cannot attain the ultimate way of enlightenment. Thus, he 

strongly encourages us to do shakubuku. 

 

Reference from Gosho passages and High Priest guidance  

  

Letter to Nanjō Hyō’e Shichirō 

Now is the time when you must rouse your faith and denounce erroneous doctrines. 

(Gosho, p. 325, Summarized) 

 

Directions From High Priest Nichinyo Shonin 

We must truly understand that, if we neglect to do shakubuku in our Buddhist practice, then we are 

not upholding the correct practice intended by the Daishonin. Only when our practice is correct and 

is in keeping with the intentions of the Daishonin can we expect to receive extensive, infinite benefits 

and to achieve enlightenment in this lifetime.            (Dainichiren, June 2018) 

 

Reply to the Wife of Abutsu-bō 

However, if one sees and hears slander and does not denounce it, then one’s two virtues of correct 

sight and hearing immediately will deteriorate, and one will become a merciless and heartless 

individual. The Great Teacher Zhangan stated, “If you associate with those [who slander the true 

Law] and lack the compassion to correct them, then you are, in fact, their enemy.” (Gosho, p. 906) 

 

Directions From High Priest Nichinyo Shonin 

The following is stated in The Doctrine of the Mean (Chūyō): 

If someone can do something with a single try, I will try 100 times to do the same. And if one is 

able to accomplish another thing with ten tries, I will try 1,000 times to achieve it. 

(The Collection of Chinese Historical Writings and their Commentaries 

in Japanese [Kanseki kokujikai zensho], Vol. 14, p. 517) 

This means that by exerting such efforts, even a person with inferior ability or someone with a weak 

personality can achieve great undertakings in everything.Suppose others succeed in doing shakubuku 

with a single try or with 100 tries. Did we really try to achieve a shakubuku result ten or 1,000 times? 

We should reflect on ourselves, especially on the practice of shakubuku, keeping this point in mind. 

(Daibyakuhō, January 1, 2018) 


