
 

 THE ZION TIMES 
Home In The Heights          March 2019 

All people are created in God’s image.  God is love.  Even so, the world is often unjust and unloving.  At Zion Lutheran Church, our doors are 
open.  Our hearts and minds are open too. 

Here, you are invited to fully join in worship, mission and service. 
We welcome you, without exception, regardless of age, sexual orientation, gender identity, race, faith tradition, national origin, marital status, 

addictions, physical or mental abilities, economic status, political affiliation, or anything else that too often divides us. 
Our unity is in Christ. 

 

March 6 
Noon + 7:00 p.m. 

Confession 
Ashes 

Holy Communion 
 

A meal will be served after 
the noon worship service. 

Farewell, Pastor Tracey 
 

After seven years at Zion, Pastor Tracey has announced her resignation. She 
has accepted a call to serve as Assistant to the Bishop in the Texas-Louisiana 
Gulf Coast Synod. Her last Sunday will be March 3.  

In her (January 22) letter to the congregation, Pastor Tracey wrote, “The 
hardest part of my discernment has been realizing I cannot both follow where 
God is leading me and stay at Zion. In the last seven years, we have come to trust 
and love one another. You have given me confidence as a pastor and leader that I 
did not have when I first came to you in 2012. We have tried new ministries, seen 
others to their close, taken risks, and deepened faith. Believe me when I say: Zion 
will always hold a special place in my heart.” 

 Plan to come to worship on March 3. It will be a celebration of our 
ministry together and a time to give thanks for all that has been. After worship, a potluck lunch will be 
served. 

Don’t Miss: An Overview of the Call Process 
March 24, 9:45 a.m., Zion Great Room 

 
 On Sunday, March 24, Pastor Blair Lundborg, Assistant to the Bishop for the Texas-Louisiana 
Gulf Coast Synod (until his retirement on March 31), will join us during the Adult Education hour to pre-
sent “An Overview of the Call Process.” After his presentation, he will offer an opportunity for us to ask 
questions about this season of transition, so please make every effort to be there so we can learn to-
gether! 
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Lent at Zion  
 

Ash Wednesday 
Two services this day - 12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

 You are invited to begin the Lenten journey in worship, as we search our hearts and seek to 
be cleansed from all that holds us back or weighs us down from a new life in Christ.  
 We will receive ashes on our foreheads as a sign of our own mortality…an awareness of our 
short time on this earth…and our need for God’s presence in it…and the time we have to respond to 
God’s love, mercy, and grace. 
 We will also have Holy Communion…remembering how Christ comes to us in our brokenness 
as we break the bread…and how we experience God’s healing and salvation as we drink from the cup. 
 

Sunday Mornings in Lent 
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Theme:  “Cultivating & Letting Go”   
 This year, the lectionary texts invite us to go and grow deeper in our faith in a unique way. 
The authors of our theme describe their offerings this way: “Lent is a season of spiritual gardening, of 
inviting God to unearth in us what lies fallow, what needs to be tended, and what needs to die for 
new life to emerge.”   
 Come…ready to tend your soul.   
 In scriptures.  In story.  In song.   
 Around the Lord’s table.   
 In community with your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 As we walk with Jesus to Jerusalem… 
 …and are present with him…at the cross. 
 

Wednesday Mornings in Lent 
11:30 a.m. (beginning March 13) 

Worship in the Parlor 
Theme:  “Signs of Lent” 

This series is based on the concept of road signs and how their messages apply to our life in Christ 
during the season of Lent: U-Turn, Stop, Merge, Yield, One Way, Dead End, Road Narrows, Food, Cross 
Road, Road Work Ahead.  
 This will be a traditional service with familiar hymns, liturgy and a sermon each week. 
 After worship, all are invited to the Great Room for a meal, hosted by Clyde and Delores Muske. 

Thursday Evenings in Lent 
7:00 p.m., Thursdays in Lent, beginning March 14 

Discussion in the Great Room 
 Theme:. “Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week” a DVD and book 
study by Amy-Jill Levine.. Purchasing your own copy of the book is not required, but if you would like 
your own copy they are available at Amazon or Kindle.  Join us for this informal weekly even-
ing conversation.  

Prior to worship, a simple meal will be served, beginning at 5:30 pm.  Patsy Sakowitz has gracious-
ly volunteered to organize the first meal.  Groups or individuals are invited to supplement the meal 
with soups, fruit, or dessert. Please contact Patsy or Pat Rogers to make arrangements. Your dona-
tions to offset the cost of the meal are appreciated. 
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From the Treasurer  
as of January 31, 2019 

  

Offerings received in Jan $23,704 
Other income received in Jan $4,285 
Total budget expenses for Jan $26,918 
Investment funds dispensed in Jan  0 

Debt Reduction 
as of January 31, 2019 

  

Starting loan balance $225,000 
Loan principal reduction in Jan $10,077 
Current loan balance $5,676 
*Offerings placed in pink offering envelopes are 
applied toward debt reduction. 

Advisory Board Highlights 
February 2019 

 

 Cody Molandes presented his faith statement to the Advisory Board. He will be confirmed in wor-
ship on February 17. 

 As this was Pastor Tracey’s last board meeting, we celebrated her ministry with valentine cookies 
and a champagne toast. 

 For devotions and visioning, we did Faith5, a practice of sharing highs and lows, reading a Bible 
story, and praying for one another. 

 Anne Boyd has graciously agreed to schedule worship servers, a volunteer position Ruthann Garner 
held for many years. We give thanks for Anne’s willingness and for Ruthann’s faithful service. 

 The preschool is increasing their monthly donation to the church to help offset the cost of our new 
lawn and landscape service. 

 Andrea Abat brought a report about Tithely, an online giving resource. We are hoping to set up a 
trial period for e-giving. 

 Last month, the board decided to use a (previously-received) $5,000 donation allocated for signage 
to update or improve our outdoor signage. We discussed which signs might be priority. David Eu-
scher will do some research and come back with a report next month. 

 Lauren Wuertz will coordinate our annual Easter Egg Hunt, which will be held Saturday, April 13 at 
9:00 a.m. Volunteers will be needed for set up, beginning at 7:30 a.m.  

 Day Camp meets a need in our community and is well-attended each year. We are glad to partner 
with Lutherhill to offer this ministry. At the same time, we need a Camp Coordinator as well as vol-
unteers to offer hospitality and housing for Lutherhill counselors during the last week of July. The 
board will discuss Day Camp again next month. 

 The Congregational Care team sent valentines to our college students. They will coordinate an 
effort to create school kits for Lutheran World Relief during the season of Lent. 

 The Holy Comforters are in need of funds for batting and pillow stuffing and will be auctioning a 
quilt as a fundraiser. 

 The intergenerational Godly Play Circle, which has been meeting on Wednesday evenings this win-
ter, has been consistently attended and is reaching new people. We are grateful to Alice Weaver 
for her leadership. 

  Zion has entered into contract with an Interim Pastor, who will begin March 5. This announcement 
will be made at the close of worship on Feb 17 and will be shared in writing the following week. 
(See p.7) 

Altar Flower and Candle Chart Posted 
The 2019 altar flower and candle chart is posted on the wall right outside the sanctuary. Sign up to 

furnish flowers on a Sunday that is special to you or your family. Flowers may be given to the glory of 
God, in thanksgiving, in celebration, in honor, or in remembrance. Flower arrangements need not be 
large or expensive. To reserve a Sunday, please sign the chart and contact the church office. 



 

 

Men’s Breakfast 
Participate in a Bible Study, share a good break-
fast, and enjoy some fellowship. We meet at the 
Country Kitchen (4840 N. Shepherd) every Thurs-
day at 7:00 a.m. Come and join us.  For more in-
formation, call Clyde Muske at 713-861-8710. 

Delores Muske and  
The Gathering Team 

to be Honored at Fundraising Gala 
  

Sweet Charity 2019, a fundraising gala to 
benefit CarePartners, will be held Thursday, 
March 28 at The Junior League of Houston. 
CarePartners offers love and compassion for the 
frail and elderly and for individuals coping with 
memory loss or dementia.  

Zion has partnered with CarePartners to pro-
vide volunteer caregiving for the last 28 years. At 
this year’s gala event, volunteer and team lead-
er, Delores Muske, along with Zion’s Gathering 
Team, will be honored! Since 1993, they have 
served over 250 carepartners and their family 
caregivers and have donated 30,670 hours of 
their time by offering The Gathering. Zion’s Care 
Team Coordinator, Nanci P. Engle, has named 
them “the little team that could.”  

Please take a moment to congratulate De-
lores and to give thanks for The Gathering, this 
ministry in and for our community. 

Congregational Care Outreach 

Once a year the Zion’s Congregational Care 
Ministry Team sponsors an outreach program.  
This year it has committed to collecting items for 
School Kits for Lutheran World Relief.  Our goal is 
to provide 60 school kits for children. 

A bulletin board with different dollar amount 
envelopes will be at the hospitality desk.    The 
cost of a school kit is around $15.  Any donation 
will be accepted.   To maximize  your donation, 
we will mail the School Kits along with the Lu-
theran World Relief Quilts to save on postage.   

We will collect monetary donations through 
April 14.  Please place your envelope in the offer-
ing plate on Sundays or at the church office.  All 
the shopping will be done by the Congregational 
Care Team. 

Preschool News for March 
 February was a busy month at Zion! The children celebrated Valentine’s Day with parties and 
even delivered some handmade cards to the Thursday Gathering group. Each class hosted a party with 
plenty of crafts, gifts and treats! We are so blessed to have wonderful parents who organize and stay 
to help for a full day of partying. 
 In Chapel this month, we talked about loving the Lord.  Our Bible verse was 1 John 4:19  “Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart.”  On the 28th, each child in our 2s class will receive their very 
own Sparks Bible, as a gift from the church. 
 The children brought lots of toilet paper to donate to the Heights Interfaith Ministries Food 
Pantry.   We talked about other ways we can give of ourselves to draw near to God. 
 We were visited by a dentist’s office on the 12th, reminding us to BRUSH regularly and all the 
kiddos happily vowed to do so with their shiny new toothbrushes. 
 The three and four-year-olds played astronaut and mission control specialist in our Space Cen-
ter, February 20th.  The room was filled with ‘BLAST OFF’s as the children were in full-imagination mode 
drifting through outer space.  
 On the 21st, the 3s and 4s took a field trip to the Houston Museum of Natural Science in Sugar-
land where they explored the planetarium and other permanent exhibits.  
We ask that you continue to pray for the children, that they may grow in faith even as they continue 
their education after Zion and into grade school. We are setting the foundation for a healthy Christian-
based life and we ask God to keep present in their lives always. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1 
7:-00 pm Zion 
Preschool Dinner 
and Auction 

2 
8:00 am Auction 
Clean Up 
10:00 am HIM Food 
Pantry 

Zion  
Volunteers 

Needed 

3 
9:45 am Godly Play 
11:00 am Worship 
12:30 pm Potluck 

4 
8:00 am Preschool 
8:30 am Holy Com-
forters Sewing  
Group 

5 
8:00 am Preschool 
6:30 pm Eve Circle 
7:00 pm Men in 
Mission 

6 
8:00 am Preschool 
12:00 pm Ash 
Wednesday Wor-
ship 
1:00 pm Meal  
7:00 pm Ash 
Wednesday Wor-
ship 

7 
7:00 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
8:00 am Preschool 
10:00 am The Gath-
ering 
5:00 pm HIM Food 
Pantry 
7:15 pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

8 
 

9 
10:00 am HIM Food 
Pantry 
 

10 
9:45 am Godly Play 
11:00 am Worship 

11 
10:00 am Rebecca 
Circle 

12 
7:00 pm Elizabeth 
Circle 

13 
11:30 am Lenten 
Worship (Parlor) 
12:00 pm Meal 

14 
7:00 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
9:30 am Game Day 
5:00 pm HIM Food 
Pantry 
5:30 pm Meal 
7:00 pm Lenten 
Series 
7:45 pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

15 
 

16 
10:00 am HIM Food 
Pantry 

17 
9:45 am Godly Play 
11:00 am Worship 
12:30 pm Confir-
mation Class 
 

18 
8:00 am Preschool 
 

19 
8:00 am Preschool 
 

20 
8:00 am Preschool 
11:30 am Lenten 
Worship (Parlor) 
12:00 pm Meal 
6:30 pm Advisory 
Board  

21 
7:00 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
8:00 am Preschool 
5:00 pm HIM Food 
Pantry 
5:30 pm Meal 
7:00 pm Lenten 
series 
7:45 pm Choir Re-
hearsal  

22 
 

23 
10:00 am HIM Food 
Pantry 
 

24 
9:45 am Godly Play 
11:00 am Worship 
12:30 pm Confir-
mation Class 
 
 
31 
9:45 am Godly Play 
11:00 am Worship 

25 
8:00 am Preschool 
8:30 am Holy Com-
forters Sewing 
Group 
 

26 
8:00 am Preschool 
5:45 pm Travis 
Book Club 

27 
8:00 am Preschool 
11:30 am Lenten 
Worship (Parlor) 
12:00 pm Meal 
 
 

28 
7:00 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
8:00 am Preschool 
5:00 pm HIM Food 
Pantry 
5:30 pm Meal 
7:00 pm Lenten 
series 
7:45 pm Choir Re-
hearsal  

29 30 
10:00 am HIM Food 
Pantry 

Zion  
Volunteers 

Needed 



 

 

The Zion Times 
The deadline for the April newsletter is March 

15 at 5:00 p.m. Please submit your articles to the 
church office or email them to Nora Carl at 

officeadmin@zionlutheranhouston.org. 

A-Team 
Louis Jacob  Alice Weaver 
Patsy Sakowitz  Kim Molandes 

Ushers 
Elroy Weiderhold Clyde Muske 
Betty Weiderhold Delores Muske 
Alice Weaver 

Gospel Readings 

March 3 Luke 9:28-36[37-43a] Transfiguration  
March 6 Matt  6:1-6, 16-21 Ash Wednesday 
March 10 Luke 4:1-13 Lent One 
March 17 Luke 13:31-35 Lent Two 
March 24 Luke 13:1-9 Lent Three 
March 31 Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 Lent Four 

 March 3  
Transfigura-

tion 

March 6 
Ash  

Wednesday 

March 10 
Lent One 

March 17 
Lent Two 

March 24 
Lent Two 

March 31 
Lent Three 

Assisting  
Minister 

Dorie  
Jones 

Virginia  
Dietrich/ 

Lauri Tokoi 

Anne 
Boyd 

Candi 
Patterson 

Anne  
Boyd 

Karen 
Schroder 

Communion  
Server 

Virginia  
Dietrich 

Virginia  
Dietrich/ 

Linda Tokoi 

Delores 
Muske 

Patsy  
Sakowitz 

Dorie  
Jones 

Virginia 
Dietrich 

Projectionist Alice  
Weaver 

Arnold 
Schroder/ 

John Bathe 

Carolyn  
Keys 

Ron  
Mahlmann 

Shelley 
Rinehart 

John 
Bathe 

Acolyte Sara  
Thurman 

 Inarah 
Hardin 

Jalaina 
White 

Maggie 
Euscher 

Meredith 
Lobb 

March Worship Leaders 

March 2  Kay Miner 

March 4  Erna Lee Barrett 

March 6  Bernice Wessels 

March 7  Velorie Dippel 

March 9  Imogene Rasmussen 

March 15  Richard Wiederhold 

March 18  Gloria Zwahr 

March 23  Norma Attleson 

March 29  Delores Muske 

3-20-1971 Sam & Patsy Sakowitz 48 years 
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For prayer requests, please call: 
Virginia Dietrich  Kathy Roesler    
713-682-4473  281-351-1546 

Help us keep the prayer list current! If you added 
a name for prayer, please inform the church 

office of changes, updates, and  
answered prayers! 

In Our Prayers 
 

Hospital/Care Center 
Awald Bortz—Silverado Vintage Preserve, Room 116 
Milton Fuchs – Brookdale Heights, Rm 2112 – ph: 281-546-5669 
Helmuth Koch—Cypress Place, Jefferson, TX 
Stanley Kopp—Greater Heights Memorial Hermann, Rm 321 – North Tower 
Doris Lentz—The Forum at The Woodlands 
Weldon Spies – Bridgecrest Rehab, 14100 Karissa Ct, Houston, 77049 
Bernice Wessels – The Village of the Heights, Room 407 
 
Illness, Comfort 
Tawnya Wells, Dan Inman, Jimmie Inman, Adeline Zingelmann, Diane Cain, Dorothy Rode, Bobby Wells, 
Marvin Thielemann, Michael Wilde, Tim Wilde, Ryan Hegefeld, Kyle Kokemoor, Richard Wiederhold, 
Roy Kruemcke, Lauren Shaw, Berkley McClure, Bruce Muske, Keisha Whitlock, Marchel Brennan, Tina 
Otis Wilson, Wilfred Dietrich, John Raiter, Kathy Roesler, Leesa Everitt, Martin Meenan, Karl Cavin, the 
family of Martha Stoerner, Ken Fortner 
 
Homebound 
Virgil and Joyce Bayer, Evelyn Blome, Elsie Brennan, Gladys Caulking, Betty Hess, Florence Hoff, Ruth 
Jaster, Lydia Spies 
 
Missionary 
Melanie Nelson, Tanzania 

 

Letter from Your Advisory Board 
Dear Zion Family, 
 
 This letter is to inform you that Zion Lutheran Church has entered into a contract with Inten-
tional Interim Pastor Karen Buck. Pastor Buck’s first day at Zion will be Tuesday, March 5.  She will 
serve until the call process for a new pastor is completed.   
 Pastor Buck has been an ordained minister for over 23 years, serving in both the United 
Church of Christ and in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  She has been a trained Intention-
al Interim Minister for over 16 years.  She has two sons -  Jonathan who is in sixth grade at Brenham 
Middle School and RC who is a freshman at Texas A&M.  They reside in Burton in the farmhouse her 
grandparents built in 1931.  Pastor Buck was the first synodical choice for Zion and your Advisory 
Board wholeheartedly agreed. 
 We would hope that you will embrace and support Pastor Buck during her time with us.  
Know that things may not always go as you perceive they should, but if you will only openly and hon-
estly voice your cares and concerns we will smoothly move forward through this transitional time.   
 
Zion Advisory Board 



 

 

Ash Wednesday, March/April  
Benevolence to  

Benefit Melanie Nelson 

Melanie Nelson is serving as a missionary in Tan-
zania. A long-time Zion member, she is teaching 
at the Kibeta English Medium Primary School, a 
ministry begun by the Metropolitan New York 
Synod, ELCA. Having a school where children can 
start learning English at a young age means they 
are able to be more proficient by the time they 
reach high school. Melanie’s teaching position 
overseas is a two-year commitment which comes 
to an end in May. We offer her our prayers and 
our financial support. 

Magazine Donations Needed 
Delores Muske volunteers at Memorial 

Northwest Greater Heights. When she visits pa-
tients, she often gets requests for magazines. 
Would you consider donating your gently-used 
magazines for use at the hospital?  

Please choose publications no older than 
2017. A brown collection basket can be found 
under the black table at the foot of the stairs 
leading to Godly Play. Thank you! 

Pastor’s Page 
“God Be with You” 

Pastor Tracey Breashears Schultz 

 I have reached that time in my ministry at Zion where I am beginning to experience a number 
of lasts. I just had my last Advisory Board meeting. This week will mark the last time I teach confirma-
tion. I recently met with the planning team to outline what will be the last GIFT Worship I’ll lead. This 
will be my last newsletter article for the Zion Times. With each of these lasts comes a recognition of 
an ending and the sadness that comes with saying goodbye. At the same time, these milestones have 
also brought moments of deep gratitude and a chance to reflect on how grateful I am for all we have 
done together and been for each other. 

 This week, Bishop Mike Rinehart and Pastor Blair Lundborg, Assistant to the Bishop, will meet 
with the Advisory Board and me for what is called an Exit Interview. They will ask me to share the joys 
and challenges of my ministry at Zion, and they will ask the board to give feedback about my leader-
ship at Zion. In anticipation of that meeting, I have signed an agreement about my involvement at Zi-
on after March 3. I have promised not to participate in the life of the congregation for one year after 
the installation of your new pastor. Any pastor leaving a call is asked to sign such an agreement. The 
purpose is to allow your interim pastor to do the important work of helping the congregation articu-
late who you are and what you care about apart from me. This time apart also gives authority and 
credibility to the person who will be your new pastor. If I were to return to do weddings, baptisms, or 
funerals or even to offer pastoral care, it would undermine the work and call of your new leader. I 
only want what is good for you, so I have made my promise, even if doing so speaks of more last 
things. 

 Many of you have told me it won’t be easy to say goodbye, and I share that sentiment, but I 
recently discovered the origins of the word. It used to be spelled godbwye, and that morphed into 
good b’ye until it became the phrase we say today. This is because before these spellings, the greeting 
of departure was also a blessing: God be with ye. This is what I want to say to you, both in this last 
article and on my final Sunday and on every day, whether I am with you in person or in spirit: God be 
with you! 



3606 Beauchamp 
Houston, Texas 

77009 

Return Service Requested 

Advisory Board 
Pat Rogers   President 
Patsy Sakowitz   President-Elect 
Michael Patterson  Treasurer 
Brenda Kruemcke  Secretary 
David Euscher   Member-at-large 
Reggie Morris   Member-at-large 
Andrea Abat   Member-at-large 

Sunday Schedule at Zion 
9:45 a.m. Adult Education 
9:45 a.m. Godly Play  
11:00 a.m. Worship 

Zion Staff & Outreach 
Tracey Breashears Schultz  Pastor 
Michael P. Nelson  Organist/Choirmaster 
Matthew Lydick   Music Intern 
Claudia White   Director, Family & Youth Ministry 
Nora Carl   Office Administrator 
Dorothy Mahlmann  Financial Secretary 
Jennifer Garcia   Director, Zion Lutheran Preschool 
Terri Dougherty   Director, HIM Food Pantry 

Zion Lutheran Church 
3606 Beauchamp, Houston, TX 77009-6296 

Phone (713) 869-1493   
www.zionlutheranhouston.org 

church@zionlutheranhouston.org 
www.facebook.com/zionlutheranhouston 

mailto:church@zionlutheranhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranhouston

