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Introduction to ERIC 

Background, Vision and Mission 
ERIC began operating in Charlotteville in 2014 with a small team of staff and community-
based members. Through engagement, capacity-building and empowerment, ERIC seeks to 
encourage the development of effective and meaningful co-participatory resource 
management in Northeast Tobago through creating connections between livelihoods and 
conservation. In this manner, the exceptional natural heritage of the region will be protected 
and promoted. 
 

Vision: 
Sustainability for the people and ecosystems of Northeast Tobago 

 
Mission: 

To value and integrate diverse knowledge and experience to manifest a mutually beneficial 
relationship between the coastal communities and ecosystems of Northeast Tobago 
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Staff and Community Team 
 
Aljoscha Wothke  
Founding Director and CEO 
MPhil, PMP, PADI MSDT, Reef Check EcoDiver Trainer 
Aljoscha is a Project Management Professional (PMP), with an M.Phil. in Biology and a PADI 
Master Scuba Diver Trainer. He has a proven track record as a solid team leader with broad 
working experience in the Caribbean, operating in complex environments under difficult 
conditions. His technical expertise encompasses working with governmental agencies and 
CSOs in areas such as responsible tourism, protected area assessments, environmental 
resource management, marine and terrestrial biological assessments, rural development, 
organisational capacity building and organic agriculture.  
Aljoscha has been composing winning proposals for and has extensive project 
implementation experience national, bilateral, and multinational donor organisations and the 
private sector  
Aljoscha was a part-time part time lecturer at the Trinidad and Tobago Hospitality and 
Tourism Institute, (Trinidad Campus as well as Tobago Campus) for 12 years where he 
lectured on Sustainable Tourism Development, Environmental Issues, Resort Planning & 
Development, Tourism Policy & Planning and German.  
He represents ERIC as the vice chair on the Tobago Improved Forest and Protected Area 
Management Subcommittee and on the National Steering Committee, currently holds the 
Vice-Chair of the Council of Presidents of the Environment (COPE) and sits on the Project 
Steering Committee of the Turtle Village Trust. 
For over 20 years, he engaged directly and continuously with CSOs in North East Tobago, e.g. 
farmers, fishermen, environmental groups, and village councils providing technical advice and 
organisational capacity building.  
 
Lanya Fanovich  
Senior Ecologist. Outreach and Training Expert 
MSc, PMA, Reef Check EcoDiver Trainer 
Lanya has a Masters in Science and Management of Tropical Biodiversity and Environment 
and a BSc in Zoology with a focus on Marine Biology and Biotechnology (UWI). She has worked 
as a camp counsellor and activity leader at the National Science Centre and was a lab 
demonstrator at the University of the West Indies. Lanya also worked as the assistant site 
manager for archaeological excavations at the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago. Lanya 
manages our costal eco-and human system mapping project, the Northeast Tobago Climate 
Change Champions Network and our underwater turtle monitoring programme. 
 
Welldon Mapp  
PADI Divemaster, Head Community Based Field Technician, Reef Check EcoDiver 
Welldon is a resident of Charlotteville, PADI Divemaster and Reef Check EcoDiver. Having 
begun his conservation career with North East Sea Turtles and been involved with ERIC as a 
community member almost since day one, Welldon remains an active member of the local 
artisanal fishing community while championing his new-found conservation career. He is 
actively involved in all our marine monitoring programmes, a community Climate Change 
Champion and conducts most of our school outreach. 
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Community Based Field Technicians (Part Time) 

Kimron Eastman  
PADI Divemaster Trainee, Reef Check EcoDiver 
Kimron is a resident of Charlotteville and a member of North East Sea Turtles. He is a trainee 
PADI Divemaster and a certified Reef Check EcoDiver. He works with us in our ongoing Reef 
Check and underwater turtle monitoring programmes. 
 
Susan Suchit  
PADI Advanced Open Water, Reef Check EcoDiver 
Susan is a resident of Speyside and a member of Speyside Eco Marine Park Rangers. She is a 
certified PADI Advanced Open Water Diver and Reef Check EcoDiver. She works with us in our 
ongoing Reef Check and underwater turtle monitoring programmes. 
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ERIC Facilities 
In 2017 ERIC renovated and extended a disused beachside building near the Charlotteville fish 

market, turning it into quality office and seminar space and new dive operations and 

equipment facilities. 

The ERIC centre is on the edge of Charlotteville, just a stone’s throw from the water’s edge 

and surrounded by lush tropical gardens and impressive Samaan trees. Directly in front of the 

centre is a shallow fringing reef perfectly suited for snorkelling and diving activities. 

The offices offer air-conditioned rooms, full wi-fi connectivity with workstations for three 

visiting researchers, and an air-conditioned seminar room with a capacity of 30. 

The dive centre is fully equipped for eight visiting divers, air-filling facilities, showers and 

toilet. First aid and medical equipment on-site is in line with international standards, including 

medical oxygen. 

 
ERIC Office and Seminar Facility 
 

 
ERIC Dive Equipment Room 
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ERIC Reception 
 
 

 
ERIC Seminar Room 
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Northeast Tobago 
 

 

 

Cultural and Ecological Considerations 
 

North East Tobago is Trinidad & Tobago’s most iconic conservation landscape. It is a rare and 
intact Caribbean Island Ridge-to-Ocean ecosystem that includes the world’s oldest tropical 
rainforest reserve, a tentative UNESCO Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Reserve, an anticipated 
marine protected area of coral reefs and open ocean, and three Important Bird Areas 
identified by Bird Life International. As part of the UNESCO MAB nomination process, ERIC 
compiled a list of all documented plant and animal species for north East Tobago in 2018 for 
the first time. The site crosses five, closely connected ecosystems and is home globally unique 
and endangered plants and animals of high conservation value including 71 IUCN at risk 
species, 38 endemic species, 9 EDGE species, 51 international migratory species and 69 CITES 
species. These include hawksbill sea turtles, the eastern glass frog, manta rays, hammerhead 
sharks, the white-tailed saberwing hummingbird and the largest reported brain-coral colony 
in the Caribbean. Local communities depend on this iconic landscape and stand to benefit 
substantially from its conservation. 
The region supports a unique strip of marginalised coastal communities that lie between a 
long-term established terrestrial reserve and a proposed marine protected area. Largely 
traditional, these communities typically rely on artisanal fishing as a primary livelihood, with 
other opportunities limited to small-scale agriculture and ecotourism. 
The nature of this mutually dependent relationship renders robust, resilient and healthy 
ecosystems of critical importance to community sustainability and wellbeing. 
 

Main Ridge Forest Reserve 
Established in 1776, the Main Ridge is the oldest reserve of any kind in the Western 
Hemisphere that was designated for a conservation purpose, namely to secure reliable and 
consistent rainfall in Tobago to ensure productive plantations. 
Today the Main Ridge continues to fulfil its rainfall objective, ensuring lush rainforest that 
supports regionally and globally significant levels of biodiversity. In turn this biodiversity 
supports local sustainable ecotourism livelihoods for marginalised communities with limited 
opportunities. 
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Proposed Marine Protected Area 
As part of a programme funded and implemented by the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO), Northeast Tobago has been proposed for designation as a marine 
protected area (MPA) covering 
60,000ha. With a complex range of 
stakeholder groups, the MPA is 
planned to simultaneously support 
multiple interests including 
ecotourism, recreational fishing 
and artisanal fishing. 
 
Much like the Main Ridge, the 
coastal waters and coral reefs of 
Tobago support a number of 
keystone species of global 
significance including the critically endangered hawksbill turtle Eretmochelys imbricata, the 
critically endangered coral species staghorn Acropora cervicornis and elkhorn Acropora 
palmata, and the endangered great hammerhead shark Sphyrna mokarran. 

Ecological and Experiential Dive Expeditions 
 

Who they are for and how are they designed? 
ERIC Dive Expeditions are designed for university and high school groups, dive clubs, nature 
groups and environmental enthusiasts. The expeditions can be used as part of a curriculum 
or purely for recreation. 
We work with lecturers, supervisors and group leaders to design bespoke itineraries that will 
ensure the most immersive and enriching experience to cover all aspects of the social, 
environmental and ecological intricacies of Northeast Tobago. 
Expedition itineraries will typically involve a combination of recreational and educational 
activities, conservation initiatives and cultural exchange opportunities. 
 

Group rates, booking and payment 
We strive to offer the most comprehensive experience at the most competitive rates, with 
basic expedition costs calculated based on the components selected. The basic cost will then 
be adjusted according to the group size on a sliding scale, with a larger group size attracting 
a greater per person discount. 
Within two weeks of the expedition itinerary being agreed by both parties, a payment plan 
will be issued with a non-refundable deposit of 25% payable via wire transfer to secure the 
booking. 
One month before the expedition start date a second payment of 25% will become payable. 
The balance will be due upon the commencement of the expedition and registration in 
Charlotteville. 
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Reservation Contact 
Aljoscha Wothke 
CEO and Director 
Environmental Research Institute Charlotteville 
+1-868-788-3550 
info@eric-tobago.org 
 

Social Media Channels 
Facebook: ERIC – Environmental Research Institute Charlotteville 
Twitter: @ERICTobagoWI 
Instagram: @erictobago 
 

Food and Accommodation 
 

Food 
Breakfast, lunch and dinner is provided in a small restaurant next to ERIC; all meals are made 
from local, mostly organic ingredients. Vegetarian, lactose-free, vegan, gluten-free meals can 
be prepared. Animal protein can be provided via local chicken and fish, we try to avoid red 
meat. Please ensure to inform us about your food preferences and allergies two weeks before 
you arrive. There are small supermarkets in Charlotteville that sell standard wares, with visits 
to larger supermarkets possible during diurnal journey from the airport. All accommodation 
has full kitchen facilities available, including fridge freezers. There are also a number of local 
restaurants in the village that serve basic but tasty dishes. 
For expeditions with food included there will be a standard breakfast and sandwiches for 
lunch. Dinner will vary between café dinners and beach dinners.  
 

Accommodation and Wi-Fi 
While we assist with accommodation arrangements, the final contracts are made between 
the accommodation provider and the visiting group. Accommodation will be in shared rustic 
beachside cottages or small guest houses. Facilities are basic but comfortable and include 
fans, hot water and a kitchen - http://www.man-o-warbaycottages.com or 
http://www.cholsonchalets.com/ 
Wi-fi: provided free at ERIC facilities, with public wi-fi available in some places in the village. 

Transport 
Getting to Tobago 
There are a number of weekly international flights direct to Tobago: 
Airport name: ANR Robinson International 
Airport code: TAB 
British Airways (LGW-TAB, Tuesday and Friday) 
Caribbean Airlines (JFK-TAB, Sunday) 
Condor (FRA-TAB, Tuesday, Thursday) 
Virgin Atlantic (LGW-TAB, Sunday) 
Sunwing Airlines (Toronto-TAB, Sunday) 

mailto:info@eric-tobago.org
http://www.man-o-warbaycottages.com/
http://www.cholsonchalets.com/
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Alternatively, there are multiple weekly international flights to Trinidad, with hourly 
connecting flights to Tobago (minimum connection time 2 hours): 
Airport name: Piarco International 
Airport code: POS 
Airlines: British Airways, American Airlines, Caribbean Airlines, Jet Blue and others. 
 

Getting to Charlotteville 
ERIC will provide airport pick up and drop off. 
There are essentially two roads from Crown Point (where the airport is) to Charlotteville: the 
Windward Road on the south coast and the Northside Road on the north coast, with the 
journey taking around 90 minutes and 2 hours respectively. The roads are narrow in places 
and winding throughout, but accidents are rare. 
We will arrange in-country transport for you, with either small buses or minibuses depending 
on your group size. If you request air-conditioned buses this can be arranged, but you may 
prefer to travel with windows open and the fresh Caribbean breeze keeping you cool. 
 

Safety and Insurance 
All dive leaders are certified to a minimum level of PADI Divemaster, with the ERIC CEO and 
Dive Operations Manager both PADI Master Scuba Diver Trainers. All dive operations are 
conducted in adherence with international recreational diving guidelines. 
Snorkel trail leaders have been trained by ERIC under a UNDP GEF Small Grants Programme 
to international standards of customer care, support and safety. All snorkel operations are 
conducted in adherence with ERIC operations and customer care policies, developed to 
ensure high quality product delivery. All snorkel tours are conducted with a PADI Divemaster 
in attendance. 
 
All ERIC staff, dive leaders, snorkel leaders and boat captains are fully trained Emergency First 
Responders. The Dive Operations Manager is an Emergency First Response Instructor. 
 
A fully stocked first aid kit is available at the ERIC facilities, while a field first aid kit and medical 
oxygen are standard equipment for all dive and snorkel operations. 
 
An Emergency Assistance Plan is highly visible at the ERIC facilities and included in the field 
first aid kit. 
 
ERIC is covered by current insurance membership of Dive Master INDIGO Insurance. 
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Charlotteville Visitor Kit List 
 

The ‘must brings’  

• Beach Towel  

• Flip Flops & Trainers  

• Raincoat  

• Reef Safe Sunscreen  

• Swimsuit  

• Hat  

• Natural Insect Spray or Wristbands  

• Reusable Water Bottle  

• Reusable Shopping Bag  

• Reusable Take-away container  

• Multi-use Plug Adaptor, we have US Standard electrical outlets 

• Small Carry Bag for Boat Trips 
 

The ‘can brings’  

• Small Medical Kit (bandaids/ feminine hygiene products, etc)  

• Sunglasses  

• Mask, Fins, Snorkel (if you have one)  

• Rash Guard (for sun protection)  

• After Sun Cream or Gel  

• Natural Bug Bite Treatment  

• Water Shoes  

• Torch (or head torch) 
 
 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
It is strongly recommended when travelling to Tobago to make use of reusable items 
whenever possible as there are no recycling facilities on the island. When purchasing from 
restaurants, containers can be taken to the vendor to fill. Reusable shopping bags can be used 
to transport groceries or shopping items. Rechargeable batteries are also a good option. 
 
Please be aware of this issue when packing and limit the amount of plastics you travel with 
especially if it is waste to be left behind 
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Expedition Itinerary 
 

Date 
Time  

Activity  
From To 

Sat 05-Sep-20 

18.00   Arrival Tobago (Caribbean Airlines from JFK or MIA) 

18.00 19.30 Maxi Taxi Departure Airport, Light Dinner Snack, Juice on the go 

  19.30 Arrival Charlotteville 

Sun 06-Sep-20 

8.00 8.45 Breakfast 

9.00 10.30 ERIC registration and introductory lecturette, organisation, approach, projects, roles and partners 

10.30 12.30 Discover Reef Check Course 

12.30 13.30 Lunch 

13.30 17.00 2 Reef Check Point Out Dives including Check in dive 

18.00 19.00 Welcome Fishermen's Fish Broth 

Mon 07-Sep-20 

7.45 8.15 Breakfast 

8.15 9.00 Introduction to Coral Nursery and PADI AWARE Coral Reef Conservation Course 

9.00 13.00 2 Coral Nursery Dives including Maintenance and Outplanting 

12.30 13.30 Lunch 

  18.30 Dinner 

Tue 08-Sep-20 

7.30 8.15 Breakfast 

8.15 9.00 Sea Turtle Lecturette and underwater turtle monitoring technique 

9.00 13.00 2 Sea Turtle underwater monitoring dives 

13.00 14.00 Lunch 

18.00 19.00 Dinner 

20.00 22.00 Visit Hermitage Turtle Nesting Beach 

Wed 09-Sep-20 
8.00 8.45 Breakfast 

8.45 13.00 2 Dives in Speyside: Trinity Wreck (Deep 30m) , and Keleston Drain 
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18.00 19.00 Dinner 

Thur 10-Sep-20 

7.30 8.15 Breakfast 

8.15 12.00 2 Dives at St Giles Bird Sanctuary and Sail Rock setting BRUV 

12.00 13.00 Lunch 

16.00 17.00 Watching BRUV 

17.00 19.00 Boat Night Dive 

  19.30 Dinner 

Fri 11-Sep-20 

7.30 7.30 Breakfast 

8.15 12.00 2 Speyside Dives, Brain Coral and Angel Reef 

12.00 13.00 Lunch 

13.00 17.30 Forest Check 

18.00 19.00 Roast fish and bake on the beach 

Sat 12-Sep-20 

8.00 8.45 Breakfast 

9.00   Departure Charlotteville 

10.30   Arrival Airport 
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1. Northeast Tobago Human and Ecosystem Landscapes 
This session is a keystone of interaction with ERIC and will provide an opportunity for meeting 
with the ERIC team and Community Based Field Technicians, and will provide formative 
information about the region including: 

• Northeast Tobago: its environmental, historical, natural resource use and socio-
cultural intricacies, conservation issues, uniqueness and global significance;  

• ERIC projects: an introduction and overview of the various ongoing programmes 
undertaken by ERIC and how they link to conservation and livelihoods. 

 

2. Discover Reef Check Training 
http://eric-tobago.org/reef-check-trinidad-and-tobago.html 
The ERIC coral reef monitoring protocol is Reef Check, the official 
programme of the United Nations. As such our data is not just 
incorporated into regional databases, but global databases that 
enable reef health comparisons and monitoring on a significantly 
larger scale. 
As the centre for Reef Check Trinidad and Tobago our team of 
experienced field practitioners comprises three EcoDiver trainers, 
offering unparalleled Reef Check training opportunities. 
 

Discover Reef Check 
A theoretical introduction to the Reef Check methodology will be followed by two Reef 
Check simulation dives under the supervision of our experienced Reef Check Instructor and 
Community Based Field Technicians. 

 

 

3. Charlotteville Coral Nursery and Pirate’s Bay Snorkel Trail 
http://eric-tobago.org/pirates-bay-snorkel.html  
You will start with an introductory lecturette about the ecology of coral reefs, and their 

importance both to the small islands 

states where they are found and on a 

global scale. You will then learn about 

some of the threats to their survival that 

have resulted in a dramatic decline in 

the Caribbean, with elkhorn and 

staghorn corals declining by over 80% to 

critically endangered levels. The 

classroom session will finish with a 

discussion of the conservation options 

for corals and what can be done to 

protect them. 

http://eric-tobago.org/reef-check-trinidad-and-tobago.html
http://eric-tobago.org/pirates-bay-snorkel.html
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You will then get the opportunity to visit one of our coral nurseries on a guided snorkel trail 

to see our project efforts with your own eyes. The nurseries are where we grow coral 

fragments in ideal growth conditions until they are large enough to be out-planted back to 

the reef. Participants will have the opportunity to get a hands-on experience in coral 

gardening and plant out critically endangered stag horn corals. In this way, coral restoration 

helps to increase coral growth rate and hard coral cover. 

The PADI Coral Reef Conservation Speciality is a theoretical introduction to reef ecology and 

helps you appreciate the complexity of these habitats and teaches you how you can help 

conserve these vital systems (https://www.padi.com/courses/coral-reef-conservation). 

 

 

4. Sea Turtle Monitoring and Nesting Beach Patrol 
The day will begin with a lecturette by our local partner NGO North East Sea Turtles. This will 
introduce you to the various species of 
turtle found in Tobago’s waters, and 
why Man o’ War Bay itself is so 
important for these majestic creatures. 
You will also receive orientation on 
procedures and what to expect on a 
night-time beach patrol, including what 
you will do in the event a turtle comes 
ashore to nest.  
Our Head Community Based Field 
Technician will then introduce you to the techniques to monitor and record sea turtles while 
diving. This is specifically important for male turtles that never go on land again. 
During two dives we will practise the sea turtle monitoring protocol and hopefully will be 
lucky to meet these astonishing creatures 
After dinner, you will then depart for a night beach patrol, looking out for nesting females or 
hatching juveniles. The beaches around Charlotteville are frequently visited by critically 
endangered hawksbill turtles and endangered green turtles, as well as rare visits by the 
world’s largest sea turtle species: the leatherback. 
 

5. Kelleston Drain and Trinity Wreck Dives / Speyside 
Kelleston Drain is a perfect example of rare 
coral/sponge co-dominated reefs in the 
Caribbean and famous for one of the 
largest brain corals in the Caribbean 
- a drift through gorgonians and 
sea whips takes you past the 
largest brain coral in the 
Caribbean, dwarfing the divers 
beside it. Plenty of reef fish and 
invertebrates complete the experience 
while you may also come across the 
occasional nurse shark, reef shark or manta ray. 
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The Wreck of the Trinity Supply Vessel is easily accessible, starts at 15 meters and reaches 

30m. It is relatively new and sometimes visited by a calm Goliath Grouper. The 15min visit 

to the wreck is followed by a shallow reef crest dive with a possibility to see some sedentary 

sand eels. 

 

 

6. St Giles, Sail Rock and Night Dives / Charlotteville 

Here the Atlantic meets the Caribbean. St Giles is famous as one of the largest frigate bird 

colonies in the Caribbean- a sloping reef with soft corals and great brain corals, it is home to 

hundreds of reef fish and the occasional pelagic visitor.  

It is one of our Reef Check monitoring sites. 

Sail Rock is the entrance for currents to 

the north-eastern coast of Tobago. 

While smaller reef fishes are 

abundant there is a great chance to 

see eagle rays and some nice 

schools of jacks occasionally followed 

by pelagics. 

We will set a Baited Remote Underwater 

Video Camera (BRUV) between the dives and 

after recovery watch the 80 min footage in fast forward to check if there were creatures 

present that hid from us but were attracted by the fresh tuna in the bait box. The BRUV is 

about 1km away from the dive site and data can be used for continued shar and ray 
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monitoring the planned Marine Protected Area. See: https://eric-tobago.org/sharks-and-

rays.html 

The night dive will be in Pirates Bay and just a 5-min boat ride away in a depth of 10 – 13 

meters, our guide will carry a UV torch which open a great way to experience the diversity 

of reef corals. 

 

7. Angel Reef and Cathedral / Speyside 

Both Sides are in the sheltered sides of 

Little Tobago and Goat Island. Their 

walls drop down to about 25m 

upon a sand flat, they can be 

quite calm but also great drift 

dives, all depending on the daily 

changing conditions. These sites 

are some of the bet Speyside has 

to offer. During the surface 

interval you can take a short 30 min 

hike on Little Tobago which is a renown 

Bird Sanctuary in the Caribbean. 

 

 

 

 

8. Forest Check Tour 

Forest Check is a programme to integrate you as an 

environmentally conscientious visitor to Tobago to collect 

and contribute invaluable data leading to improved 

conservation management. Additionally, your 

participation continues to support the sustainable 

livelihoods of community members that are inherently 

dependent on healthy forest ecosystems in northeast 

Tobago. Forest Check invites you as a visitor to be actively 

engaged in an easy, enriching and educational activity that 

goes far beyond your standard forest tour. 

See: https://eric-tobago.org/forest-check-tobago.html 

Youtube:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjBefC99LJ0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrjyiRuSnTo&t=80s 

 

https://eric-tobago.org/sharks-and-rays.html
https://eric-tobago.org/sharks-and-rays.html
https://eric-tobago.org/forest-check-tobago.html
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Price and Payment Conditions 
The price for the above described dive expedition for 14 persons is 1,250 USD per person and 

includes: 

• airport transfers 

• tanks 

• weights 

• boat costs 

• double room occupancy in simple self-contained cottages up to 4 rooms 

• ERIC and guest lecturettes 

• PADI AWARE Coral Conservation Specialty Certificate 

• visit to Hermitage Beach to observe sea turtle laying and / or hatching (no guarantee) 

• Discover Reef Check participation certificate 

• deployment of one BRUV 

• Forest Check tour including transport to Main Ridge Forest Reserve 

• Breakfast (7), Lunch (6), Dinner (7) 

 

The price is subject to change until a down-payment of 25% has been made. 

Balance is payable upon arrival.  
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ERIC’ s Awards and Recognition 
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Board of Directors 
Keith William Gibson, PhD, MSc, BSc – Chairman 
A mission driven researcher and practitioner in the field of sustainability with two decades of 
experience in the fields of ecology, conservation and sustainability, Keith has  worked with 
people and animals in the wild, community halls, classrooms and conference rooms from the 
Canadian prairies to the Caribbean Sea. He has almost a decade of experience in Tobago and 
Trinidad including completion of his doctoral thesis work supporting community groups in 
northeast Tobago. Keith specialises in helping people from diverse backgrounds find creative 
and practical solutions to shared challenges, approaching his work with enthusiasm, humour, 
humility and a strong faith in the tremendous opportunities that human creativity can 
generate in face of overwhelming challenges. 
 
Aljoscha Wothke, MPhil. Bio, PADI MSDT 900821, PMP, Reef Check EcoDiver Trainer – 
Director 
A senior sustainable development expert with over 15 years’ experience in Trinidad and 
Tobago and the wider Caribbean, Aljoscha's major strengths lie in combining his expertise 
regarding locally applicable and participatory climate change adaptation and resilience, coral 
reef biodiversity, artificial reefs, sustainable tourism, capacity building, community 
engagement and organic agriculture into a holistic approach to sustainable resource planning 
and management. Aljoscha has been contracted by, and understands the language of, civil 
society organisations, governmental agencies and international donor organisations such as 
the UNDP, UNEP, FAO, IDB, EU, OAS and CDB. 
 
Joanna Moses-Wothke, MSc, BSc, Tourism Educator, CHE – Director 
A sustainable tourism professional for the past nine years with expertise in tourism 
education, planning, environmental standards and management systems, Joanna has 
experience in project management, EU administrative procedures and fund accounting, and 
provided expertise to resort and estate development planning teams on a managerial level. 
Joanna has worked on projects with and funded by the EU, UNDP, CDB, Tourism Development 
Company and NGOs and CBOs, and has teaching experience in both academic and non-
academic environments including workshop design and facilitation. Born and raised in 
northeast Tobago, she is intimately familiar with the nuances of the project area and has a 
strong social network in the region.  
 
Ryan Mohammed, MPhil, BSc – Secretary 
Ryan has an MPhil in Environmental Biology and BSc in Zoology and Botany, and is currently 
completing his PhD in Aquatic Ecology at University of the West Indies. He has a working 
relationship with Cardiff University, Wales, and Adam Mickiewicz University, Poland, and has 
co-authored several articles on aquatic ecology in local, regional and international journals. 
Over the last ten years he has participated in the compilation of various Environmental Impact 
Assessments and has sat on a number of national committees on alien invasive species, 
aquaculture (both national training and sector management), and wildlife. 
He is an associate member of the Fisheries Society of the British Isles, fellow of Zoological 
Society of London, member of American Tilapia Association, Trinidad and Tobago National 
Trust, Point a Pierre Wildfowl Trust, President of the aQua-TT Cooperative, and the President 
of the Aquaculture Association of Trinidad and Tobago. 
 



ECOLOGICAL DIVE EXPEDITIONS GUIDELINES AND INFORMATION ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE CHARLOTTEVILLE 

 

26 

Expedition References  
 
David Aiello 
Associate Professor of Biology 
Austin College, USA 
daiello@austincollege.edu 
 
Joseph Chambers 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
Trinity College, USA 
joseph.chambers@trincoll.edu 
 
Jim Dingle 
Social Science, Coordinator of Physical Education, Wilderness Skills 
Northwood School, USA 
dinglej@northwoodschool.com 
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