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Beginner’s Buttress 
 

 
 

15 – 20mins down the valley from camp. On the left 20m from valley bottom. Small friendly 
buttress with plenty ofalternatives. 
 
1) “Button’s Staircase” MOD 45m. Jan Griggs and Chris Sutton 10/03/09 

Take the broad rightward ramp to a large ledgeline on left at 25m. Move 3m left on ledge 
then diagonally R and L following easiest line. Follow directly up a crack to the top. 

 
2) “Cinderella gets to the ball” Diff. 45m. Jan Griggs and Chris Sutton. 10/03/09 

Follows a prominent, but  intermittent crackline up the centre of the crag to an obvious 
break on the skyline. Start up short crack  just above black vein. Then go 3m along 
rightward and directly up the lione. At 30/35m go 2m R up ramp then step back left to 
avoid severe crack. Continue up to the top R of prominent break on skyline. 

 
3) “Prince Charming helps out” HS. 45m.  Jan Griggs and Chris Sutton. 10/03/09 

Start 2m left of Cinderella taking a line 2m right of corner in upper half of crag. Climb 
directly to large spikes to reach sloping ramp at 8m. Follow vertical crack line above 
(crux) then slabs just right of corner to finish just left of prominent skyline break. 

 
 

The Pleasure Dome 
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Translation of the Bedouin name. 
 
1) “False Start” VS 4c. 65m. Colin Foord and Richard Williams. 07/03/09 

The lefthand of the two prominent chimney/crack line in the face of the “mini dome” 
i) 25m. The difficulties are concentrated in the steep section below a good ledge. 
ii) 40m. An awkward move, then easing all the way to the huge terrace. 

 
2) ** “Obsession” HS. 95m. Colin Foord and Jonathan Prager. 09/03/2009 
Start at the foot of the central runnel line in the face of the main dome. 

i) 50m. Make a hard move up (4b) using a good hold to reach the foot of the open 
groove which slants left. The groove is both easier and beter protected then it first 
looks. 

ii) 30m, Trend left, then back right on easy slabs to the foot of a stepped dyke. 
iii) 15m. Climb the remarkably accomadating dyke to a traverse crack where a belay can 

be arranged. 
iv) 50m. Walk along the line of the dyke. 

 
3) “Don’t fear the sweeper” HVD. 145m Jo Bowan and Dave Ward. 09/03/09 

i) 30m. Choose one of the easy lines up from behind the right hand shoulder of the mini 
dome, or scamble up. Then scamble up 30m to bottom of the main gully/chimney 
where the real climbing begins. 

ii) 30m. Climb the VDiff steepening gully that leads to the chimney. 
iii) 25m. Ascend the chimney proper using traditional techniques. Some small placements 

for gear can be found on left side. Belay at the top and check clothing for damages. 
iv) 60m. Follow the shallow v-groove on good rock and pad up to top. 

 
Descend via abseil or walk off back of central bowl and descend gully and trend round right. 
 
Descent:  

1) Walking – The dyke passes an open band with some vegetation on the left. Step down 
into this, cross to the  far end and continue roughly in the same line seeking a Bedouin 
path which descends until you can continue in a clockwise direction to below the 
minidome. 

2) Walk along the line of the dyke to the summit (boulder/cairn) Double back right then 
swing left avoiding a fine “wave” rock feature. (Not visible from above). 20m further 
there is a 3m steepening down near to a runnel to a narrow ledge above a huge rift leading 
rightward. Some might choose to downclimb the steep bit, but it is safer to arrange an 
abseil from a spike at the end of the wave. Scrammble easily down ramps in the rift. A 
short tight chimney leads to slabs and grooves trending right again to the base of the 
routes. 
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Weird Walls 
 

 
 

5 - 10 minute walk from the camp, receives the sun until the afternoon. 
 

1) * “Welcome to the machine” Geoff Hornby and Susie Sammut 23/10/08 
Climb the groove up the buttress 15m right of “Wish you were here”. Belay after 45m 
below top slab, then climb easily but boldly to the flat lands. Descend down and right 
back to the wadi. 

 
2) * “Hot air for a cool breeze” VS 4c, 40m. Dave Ward and Jo Bowen. 07/03/09 

An obcious sloping broken ramp that steepnes to some tenuous exp[osed feeling but well 
protected moves, before the gradient eases as it bypasses the capping overhangs on the 
right. After a brief respite, the moves up the left corner of the final wall are enjoyable to a 
good top out over slabs to block belay. 

 
3) ** “Wish you were here” HVS 5b. 60m. Martin Kocsis and Anita Grey 18/10/07 

i) 30m. Absorbing climbing with great protection reaches the obvious fist crack. Big 
hands and firm intentions pay dividends. Belay up and left (friend 2 useful). The crux is 
where it should be. 
ii) 30m.  What a good finish! Coming in at a steady V Diff for those who arer steady 
on their feet, the summit comes all too soon. Same as 2nd pitch of Postcards. 
Nb: A frined 4 is the biggest cam needed. The descent is straight forward. 

 
4) * “Postcards from the edge” VDiff 55m. Martin Kocsis and Anita Grey 18/10/07 

i) 25m. Adventurous climbing working up and right to the belay. 
ii) 30mm. The gradually easing crackline behind the belay. Lovely. 
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Singles Crag 
 

The singles crag is south Facing and can get really hot although it is only 30 to 40m high. 
 
1) ** “Hamish is God” E2 5b. 37m. Dave Lucas and Hamish Matheson 22/03/08 
Climb the crack on the left hand edge of pillar at right hand end of the crag. Finger, hand and 
offwidth to its top then climb directly up the pocket wall above on gear that is far and few 
between. The route is named after Hamish as he produced a bottle of single malt whiskey that 
day after the climb before he left. 
 
2) ** “Spare rib please” E1 5b. 32m Dave Lucas, Craig Freshwater and Hamish 

Matheson. 22/03/08 
Takes a crack line that starts as lay back and rounds a small overhang to finish up the crack 
above. Route named after the broken Rib that Dave was suffering with which was getting worse 
with every sneeze and new route 
 
3) * “The Vanishing Tree” HVS 5a. 20m. Martin Kocsis and Anita Grey 05/03/09 
The thin and occasionally vague seam L of SRP which runs out just below the top. Where this 
happens (at a pancake of rock) make exposed moves up and left on scallops to finish. Belay 
directly above the crack. 
 
4) ** “I’ll be back” E4 5c. 30m Martin Kocsis 05/03/09 
The amazing open groove in the centre of the crag so far only top roped. 

 
 

Skull Buttress 
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This is the peak immediately R of Jebel Dahab. The so called skull can be made out at the toe of 
the buttress and just to the R of the honeycombed rock. 
 
1) ***“Songs of the Desert” E1 5b, 5b, 5a 63m Martin Kocsis and Anita Grey 15/10/07 
 
This is the first recorded route of Skull Buttress and climbs the R side of the skull as you look at 
it. 

i) 20m, 5b. Great crack climbing reaches the skull’s L eye and a bomber thread. 
Tip toe rightwards up the ramp to a continuation crack Belay at its PP 

ii) 18m, 5b. A bold rightwards traverse across a slab to a hidden niche (rock 2 and 
a friend 0, tricky to place, or a friend 5 is better to protect the traverse.) Make 
tricky and devious moves R and up to the base of the crack system. The 
obvious approach is not the best approach on the crux. Belay at the natural 
thread a little higher. (Probably best to continue to top in a single push. 

iii) 25m, 5a. An absolute delight! The crack system leads, via the odd step L or R 
where it runs out, to the top. A great finish tom a great route. 

 
2) “Toad in the Hole” HVS 5a, 4b Dave Lucas, Jake Nelson and Megan Wall. 16/10/07 
 

i) Start behind detached pillar at the base of the gully of skull buttress. Climb up 
into groove and continue up till the crack on the L wall is reached. Chimney 
up with crack for hands. Then step across onto left hand wall and continue up 
crack round bulge and belay by hole to left of crack. 

ii) Continue up crack to join pitch 3 of “Songs of the desert” 
 

3) * “Kirstin” HVS 5a. 35m. Jonathan Prager and 
Richard Waltham. 07/03/09 
Start in the gully to the right of skull buttress where 
cracks lead up to the base of the Y crack seen from camp. 
 
Climb the series of cracks leading up leftwards until one 
widens into the base of the Y. At the fork make a difficult 
move into the right branch. Climb this until it widens and 
forms a flake on the left. From this pull into a small 
groove and the top. 
 
Walk up the ridge and down the gully on the left of skull 
buttress to descend. 
 
 
The Descent: 
At the top of the climb look down right. This is the 

descent gully. Climb down for 12m past large ledge with a block with yellow cord to use for the 
final 15m abseil into the gully. You descendd with the “Y” crack (visible from camp) on your left 
when facing out. 
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Jebel Naja 
 

Camp Boulder Field 
 

 
1. Up scoop and over overlap to finish up rib to 

top (V0+) 
2. Climb up face with left hand on arête (V1) 
3. Up centre of face (V0) 
4. Standing Start from ground (not using 

boulder behind). High step and hard pull to 
start (V4) 

5. Sit down start both hands on flat hold. Pull to 
top (V1+) 

6. RHS of arête (V3) 
7. Face to left of arête (V1+) 
8. Centre of face (V0) 
9. Thin crackline into groove to top. (V3) 
10. Arete straight on (V2) 
11. Ascend boulder at A finishing up number 6 

(last day of Ramadan) (V5) 
12. Sit down start. Mantle over boulder (V2+) 
13. Push into Scoop. Pad up (V0) 
14. Up into scoop (V0+) 
15. Project 
16. Up using left side pull (V1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The	  North	  Gully	  face	  
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The	  access	  pitch	  to	  ledge.	  HVS	  5a.	  50m.	  
50m	  above	  the	  floor	  of	  the	  gully	  on	  Jebel	  Naja’s	  north	  side	  is	  a	  ledge	  that	  lies	  beneath	  a	  clean	  
hanging	  slab	  with	  a	  clean	  splitter	  Hand/offwidth	  crack	  at	  its	  RHS.	  This	  pitch	  is	  an	  approach	  to	  the	  
ledge	  and	  the	  compelling	  crack	  above.	  
	  

i) Start	  to	  the	  right	  of	  the	  scrubby	  looking	  tree	  100m	  up	  the	  gully	  from	  the	  corner	  (the	  
hills	  have	  eyes).	  Climb	  a	  vague	  and	  fairly	  unprotected	  groove	  line	  before	  taking	  flakey	  
“steps”	  leftwards	  for	  a	  	  short	  way.	  A	  fairly	  intricate	  up	  and	  rightwards	  path	  then	  gain	  
the	   offwidth	   before	   reaching	   the	   ledge	   and	   belay:	   A	   flared	   finger	   crack	   being	  
bypassed	   by	   a	   short	   rightwards	   hand	   traverse	   and	  mantle	   with	   interesting	   pocket	  
moves	  to	  get	  established	  in	  the	  crack	  above.	  

ii) From	  the	  ledge	  a	  perfect	  40	  to	  50m	  hands	  off-‐width	  crack.	  Appplicants	  need	  big	  arms	  
and	  a	  supply	  of	  big	  cams.	  Not	  climbed	  complete.	  A	  cam	  was	   left	   in	  situ	  to	  descend	  
from	  

	  
Descent:	  From	  the	  LHS	  side	  of	   the	   ledge	  a	  variety	  of	  blocks	  can	  be	  used	  to	  abseil	   to	   the	  gully	  
floor.	  
	  
***	   Chronic	   fatigue	   110m	   E4	   5a,	   6a,	   4c.	   	   Dave	   Lucas,	   Ben	   Heason,	   and	   Alex	   Jakubowski.	  
15/04/13	  
1) 45m	  climb	  the	  stepped	  rock	   into	  three	   ledge	  systems.	  Stop	  at	   the	  base	  of	  a	  corner	  with	  a	  

good	  looking	  hand	  crack	  in	  it's	  right	  wall.	  
2) 50m	  climb	   the	  hand	  crack	   to	  a	  break	  and	   the	  end	  of	   the	   first	  half	  of	   the	  corner.	  Traverse	  

right	   round	   a	   rounded	   arête	   and	   under	   an	   orange	   overhang.	   Traverse	   a	   further	   5m	   then	  



 58 

climb	  easily	  up	  a	  grove	  and	  crack	   to	  e	   right	  edge	  of	   the	  wall	  above	   the	  earlier	  mentioned	  
hand	  crack.	  Traverse	   this	  wall	  beneath	   the	  overhang	   to	  a	   steep	  bulging	   corner.	  Climb	   this	  
corner	  and	  escape	  out	  left	  to	  a	  small	  ledge	  below	  an	  off	  width.	  Step	  out	  left	  onto	  a	  flake	  and	  
climb	  this	  till	  it	  eases	  then	  climb	  back	  across	  to	  a	  good	  ledge	  at	  the	  top	  of	  the	  off	  width.	  

3) Walk	   right	   along	   the	   ledge	   and	   climb	   the	   leftward	   trending	   grove	   which	   joins	   a	   short	  
chimney.	  Climb	  this,	  which	  leads	  beneath	  a	  large	  chock	  stone	  onto	  a	  ledge.	  

4) The	  flake	  above	  was	  climbed	  almost	  to	  its	  end	  but	  loose	  rock	  where	  the	  crack	  widens	  turned	  
the	  climbers	  back.	  

Descent.	  2	  abseils	   lead	  from	  the	  end	  of	  pitch	  3	  to	  the	  ledge	  at	  the	  end	  of	  pitch	  1.	  The	  tat	  will	  
need	  replacing.	  

The West Face 
 


