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A reading from Luke 11.1-4 

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples 

said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2 He said to them, 

“When you pray, say: 

Father, hallowed be your name. 

    Your kingdom come. 
3     Give us each day our daily bread. 
4     And forgive us our sins, 

        for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 

    And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 

Thanks be to God for the words of Scripture. Amen. 

* * * * * 

Back in 1954, Covenant Presbyterian Church was born. Today we celebrate our 

65th anniversary. Let’s set the context. 

Back in 1954, Humphrey Bogart, Doris Day, and Ray Charles were some of the 

leading movie stars and musicians, along with a guy named Elvis. 

Back in 1954, color TVs went on the market for $1000, which would be about 

$8000 in today’s dollars. Milk was 92 cents a gallon and it was delivered to our 

doorsteps.  

Back in 1954, Dwight Eisenhower was president. Roger Bannister broke the 4 

minute barrier in the mile run.  



 

2 September 8, 2019 

And the Brown vs Board of 

Education case opened the 

door to racially integrated 

schools.  

And back in 1954, a church was 

founded with 45 members. 

They gathered for worship at 

the Unitarian Church and they 

had high hopes for this new 

congregation.  

And on that same day they elected a Session—the leadership of a Presbyterian 

church. I’m proud of our ancestors for including women on the first Session, at a 

time when not many churches had women leaders.  

And not long after that, the 

Session voted on faith to offer 

$25,001 for a parcel of land on the 

corner of Mineral Point and Segoe, 

and soon after they broke ground 

on a church building. 

That church building became 

spiritual home for thousands of 

people over the years.  

Five years ago, we celebrated our 60th anniversary. How many of you were 

present that day? And today we celebrate our 65th. 
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Let’s go back to the beginning. What were they thinking? What inspired them? 

What energized them to give of their time, talent, and treasure to lay the 

foundation for the future, for people like us? 

At the inaugural service for Covenant, the Executive of the Synod of Wisconsin 

offered the sermon. His name was Irwin Bradfield. If you’ve been here once or 

twice, you’ve probably heard the name Bradfield. Our fellowship hall is call 

Bradfield Hall, sometimes known as the donut room. That well-used and well-

loved space was named after this church leader who in 1954 cast a vision for a 

new congregation.  

In the inaugural sermon, called “Building a Church” he said 

To love the church as Jesus did, would find my presence there, 

To learn the “Way of Life” he taught and join in prayer and praise.  

At the very first gathering of our congregation, this church leader cast a vision of 

learning, of learning the way of life that Jesus offers. To my ears that sounds a lot 

like Learning God’s Love and Living God’s Love. And it sounds like the 

proclamation and invitation of Jesus—to the kingdom of God.  

Our second scripture reading is that proclamation and invitation 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the 

good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 

God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

Jesus began his ministry proclaiming Good News, calling people to repent—to 

turn around and change their way of thinking, and announcing that this new 

reality of the Kingdom has come near. 

Then Jesus taught people to pray, and the Kingdom stands at the core of this 

prayer.  

 Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done. 

The idea of a kingdom wasn’t totally new. It ran thru the history of the people of 

Israel. 
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In the time of Judges, God wanted to be the king, but the people wanted a human 

king like all the other communities. So God said to Samuel “They have rejected 

me from being king…. (1 Sam 8.7) 

David, despite his flaws, was one of the greatest kings of Israel, trying to serve 

God throughout his rule. God promised that his kingdom would be forever (2 Sam 

7.16) 

And throughout the Psalms, we read about God as king, with people yearning for 

divine guidance and rule. “The Lord is a great king…” (Psalm 95.3) 

With the birth of Jesus, the Son of God, the kingdom became more of a reality. 

The kingdom is at the core of Christian faith, so it’s good that we pray, “thy 

kingdom come.” 

As important as the kingdom is, I’ve always had some trouble with that word. For 

one it’s archaic and conjures up images of castles, crowns, treasure, dragons, and 

such. 

Also problematic is the male language. A kingdom belongs to a male king.  

To help us think more deeply about this concept of the kingdom of God, there are 

several popular alternatives to the word kingdom: 

 Realm, commonwealth, rule 

Some churches use these words on a regular basis.  

Author and pastor Brian McLaren has some evocative suggested alternatives for 

kingdom: 

 Dream of God, Mission of God, Revolution of God  

We don’t have time to dig into those today, but that’s why we’re having small 

groups this fall to talk about the Lord’s Prayer more in depth.  

Reading the gospels, we see that the kingdom of God defies easy definition. 

It is both present and future. Here and not yet. Within us and around us.  

Jesus spoke about the kingdom with parables, using a variety of imagery to help 

us think about this new reality. He said it is like: Seeds in good soil, yeast in the 

dough, a pearl of great price, a tiny mustard seed, and more.  
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We can also understand more of the kingdom from elsewhere in the Bible. 

Micah tells us that God calls us to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly. 

(Micah 6.8) 

Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters and righteousness like an 

everflowing stream. (Amos 5/23-24) 

And Jesus spoke of the kingdom in personal terms, calling us to serve one 

another: “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” (Matthew 25.35) 

If you’ve been here at Covenant, or at most any Christian church, I imagine you’ve 

heard one or more of those scripture passages before. They help us understand 

what God’s kingdom and God’s will are all about.  

One passage you may not have heard comes from Psalm 27.13. We reflected on 

this during our Peru mission trip in August, and it makes sense to hear it in terms 

of the Kingdom of God:  

I believe I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.  

God’s justice, God’s righteousness, God’s love are all meant for right here and 

right now. That’s why we pray 

 Thy Kingdom come, thy will be one, On earth as it is in heaven 

So if we are to take this Kingdom business seriously, our task is to do what we can 

to make God’s will happen, right here, right now.  

Here at Covenant we put it rather simply: we are trying to learn God’s love and to 

live God’s love, to make it real in our lives and in the world around us.  

That love has been made real in the life and history of Covenant.  

• Early Covenant members marched in the Civil Rights Movement, and racial 

justice has continued to be a focus for us 

• We do Bible study reflect on current events 

• Feeding hungry people in Madison 

• We do mission around the world—Guatemala, South Sudan, Haiti, 

Indonesia, Peru, Kenya 
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• We have been leaders in inclusion. Scott Anderson was ordained as a 

pastor here in 2011, the first openly gay pastor to be ordained in the 

PCUSA. The good folks of Westboro Baptist were out on the corner, with 

their hate-filled signs. 

• Solar panels were installed in 2017, helping us move into more sustainable 

living 

These are just a few glimpses that we have shared together of the Kingdom of 

God. Together we keep seeking the Kingdom and praying for the Kingdom.  

The vision was set by Dr. Bradfield back in 1954, to learn the way of life that Jesus 

taught. We continue learning and living that way of love today.  We sing about 

God’s love, as in the anthem that you’ll hear in a few minutes, that love will be 

our token. We study God’s love, with classes and Bible studies. We pray about 

God’s love, praying thy kingdom come thy will be done. And we go into the world 

as God’s people to share the love and make it real. Amen.  
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Grace and peace 

Welcome to worship—special day 

 65th anniversary 

 After worship, free lunch—No Packers game 

 

Last week, we introduced Chelsea Cornelius 

This week, Jeff Demerath, weekday custodian 

 

Next week, 9-10-11 

Today, anniversary 

 And LP 

With our prayers and praise, let us worship God  
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Recognition of 60+ members 

Thanks:  

Donita O’Donnell—archives, history, photos 

Melissa Hinz—arranging for the anthem, choir for extra practice 

 All musicians 

Donna Monson—window painting, coordinating schedules and logistics 

Laurie Jones and Ann Athas for new banner in sanctuary 

TJ Sargent and the Deacon’s Fellowship Team for lunch and birthday cake 

Children’s Ministries Team (birthday hats & balloon twister) 

 

Thanks to former members and staff 

Special thanks today to those who have been here as members over 60 years 

 Insert 

 

Please be seated 

We invite all of you to front steps for Photo in just a few minutes 

After that, Bradfield Hall for lunch 

Before we go outside, today a good day to remind you of sanctuary exits 

 In case of extreme weather or any other emergency 

 Doors, downstairs 

 

We go now, thankful to those who’ve built this church 

 And we go as people loved by God to share God’s love with the world 

 


