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Our scripture reading comes from Psalm 136, which celebrates the history of God’s people, 

with a common refrain, affirming God’s steadfast love. It is a long psalm, so we have a 

condensed version of it. Note how it moves from creation, through the history of Israel, 

with the exodus and the promised land, while also celebrating creation and affirming God’s 

presence in daily bread. The words are on the screen. 

One: O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good! 

All: God’s steadfast love endures forever! 

One: God alone does great wonders! By understanding, God made the heavens and the 

earth. 

All: God’s steadfast love endures forever! 

One: God made the great lights, to rule over the day and stars to rule the night.  

All: God’s steadfast love endures forever! 

One: God brought Israel out from captivity and divided the Red Sea in two, and led the 

people through the wilderness, bringing them to a new land.  

All: God’s steadfast love endures forever! 

One: God remembered us in our low estate,  

and rescued us from our foes. God gives food to all flesh.  

All: God’s steadfast love endures forever! 
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On this Caregiving Sunday, we are blessed with wonderful music, 

inspiring caregivers, and a short sermon! 

It’s actually a three-word sermon. Not three words long, but focused on 

three important words for today.  

The first is STEADFAST.  

Merriam Webster tells us that steadfast means firmly fixed in place, not 

subject to change, determined.  

In the Bible, steadfast is the word used over and over to describe God’s 

love.  

In Hebrew, “hesed” is steadfast love. If you’re going to learn one word 

in Hebrew, this is a good one. I knew a seminary professor who was 

very unlikely to get a tattoo. But he told our class one day that if he 

were to get a tattoo, it would be “hesed” in Hebrew.  

Hesed, or steadfast love, is God’s strong, tenacious love. The love that 

will not let us go. The love that flows from a well that never runs dry. 

This steadfast love is what we at Covenant. We do our best to learn 

about and to make real in our daily living.  

Learning God’s hesed. Living God’s hesed. 

The second word of our three word sermon is RELIGION.  

Religion is sort of a neutral, defined as a set of beliefs that lead to 

action. In our days, religion sadly has become a negative word for many 

people.  

But one understanding of its origin is fascinating. LIGARE is a Latin root, 

meaning to connect, to tie. Ligament has the same root. This helps us 

see the word religion in a new way, as re connecting things.  
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So at its best religion is about reconnecting people to God, and people 

to each other, with God’s steadfast love, this love that will not let us go.  

In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul wrote about the church as one body with 

many parts, all connected together.  

Loneliness is a serious issue in our world today. Religion, good religion, 

helps us reconnect to God and each other, and to care for each other.  

The final word of the three-word sermon is COMPASSION, a familiar 

word meaning sympathy and concern. But digging into the etymology, 

we see two words: 

 COM which means with 

 PASSION which means both emotion, and suffer 

So being compassionate means suffering with, sharing the journey.  

This is exactly what Jesus did, coming to earth as God in human form, 

as the word becoming flesh, dwelling among us, to walk with us, to 

comfort us, and strengthen us.  

The apostle Paul wrote about this in Romans 12, encouraging the 

church to rejoice with those who rejoice and to weep with those who 

weep.  

Being a Christian, being a follower of Jesus does not mean that all your 

problems will magically disappear.  But it is mean that God is with us 

and God’s people are with us, in our joys and sorrows.  

God offers us steadfast love, hoping to connect us to God and each 

other, so we can be compassionate, caring, and loving. May it be so.  
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Final reading at the end of worship 

What a wonderful God we have—he is the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the source of every mercy, and the one who so wonderfully 

comforts and strengthens us in our hardships and trials.  And why does 

God do this? So that when others are troubled, needing our sympathy 

and encouragement, we can pass on to them this same help and 

comfort God has given us.  

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 Living Bible  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


