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PORTLAND AGRICULTURAL FAIR 
 
The Quorum will be participating in the Portland 
Agricultural Fair again this year with a display in the 
Pole Barn.  The theme this year will be “The 
Brownstone Quarries - Past, Present and Future.”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A special feature of this year’s display will be a survey 
of the public regarding the “Home for the Arch.”   The 
restored brownstone arch, known by many as “the 
sling,” needs a permanent home with a shelter.  The 
Quorum and the Portland Historical Society appeared 
before the Portland Board of Selectmen with an offer to 
take on the task of finding a suitable location and 
obtaining an appropriate shelter design.   

 
We have received several suggestions as to location 
and Tom Bransfield has obtained four possible shelter 
designs.  These will be on display at the Fair along with 
survey forms for the public to give their opinions.  
When the choice is made and approved by the Board 
of Selectmen, the Quorum will set about raising funds 
to make the “Home for the Arch” a reality. 

 
Come to see us at 
the Fair.  If you 
have an hour or 
two when you can 
help out at the 
display, we can 
always use help.  
Eunice Wiseman 
at 342-1409 is 
scheduling.  he’d 
like to hear from 
you. 
 

NEW BOOK ON PORTLAND 
 

Most everybody knows 
Bob McDougall.  He is a 
Past-President of the 
Portland Historical 
Society and director of 
the Ruth Callander 
House Museum of 
Portland History. He is 
the originator of Portland 
10km Volksmarch (sign 
up and get directions at 
Dunkin’ Donuts on Main 
Street).  He is the 
current President of 
Portland Revitalization 
Inc.  And he is a Charter Member of The Brownstone 
Quorum and the Technical Whiz who makes this 
newsletter possible.  Bob wears many hats and is 
involved in everything that is good for Portland. 
 
Well now, Bob has a new hat.  He is a published 
author.  His book, Images of America, Portland has just 
rolled off the presses at Arcadia Publishing.  Over 200 
photographs of Portland fill this 128 page book.  Shown 
are our parades and celebrations, our people and our 
organizations.  Here too, our famous industries - the 
shipyards and quarries.  And the disasters that befell 
our town - the hurricanes and floods.  Bob has included 
four never-before published photos showing minute by 
minute the flooding of the Portland Quarries in 1936.   
 
These pictures and more are taken from the archives 
of the Historical Society and some private collections.  
The Portland Historical Society is selling the book as a 
fundraiser, and is taking advance orders.  It will be 
available November 1 for $20.00.  It is a treasure at 
any price. 
 

 

 
Remember Last Years Booth? 

Quorum Volunteers at the Fair! 

Meetings:  
The Brownstone Quorum meets at 7pm on the fourth 
Monday of every month at the Portland Library, the public 
is always welcome to attend. Special Programs and work 
parties are announced in the Rivereast News Bulletin.  
The Annual Meeting scheduled for Monday January 24, 
2005 at 7pm at the Portland Library. 

Web: www.BrownstoneQuorum.Org 
Email: BrownstoneQuorum@Yahoo.Com 
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UPDATE - THE WILLIAMS REPORT 
 
In July of 2003, the Town hired The Williams Group 
Real Estate Advisors to perform a strategic market and 
feasibility study of the Portland riverfront, quarries and 
downtown.  The study has been completed and the 
final report submitted to the Town.  The charge to 
Williams was to identify marketable uses for the 
quarry/riverfront property with consideration of creating 
a viable tourist destination that would support the 
Town’s ongoing downtown revitalization.  The plan 
submitted would consider commercial and recreation 
market support, private sector investment  interest, 
public benefits, and impacts such as traffic, economic, 
land use, infrastructure and natural resources. 
 
Williams presented their findings at an open session in 
March of this year.  The final report was adjusted to 
reflect the response from the public, the Strategic 
Planning Committee and the Portland Planning 
Department and is now available, in complete form, on 
the Town’s website www.portlandct.org. A printed copy 
will be available at the Portland Library for reference 
use. 
 
The Williams Group recommendations, as well as 
those of The Carolyn R. Johnson Company, will be 
utilized by Planimetrics as they work to update the 
Portland of Open Space and Development. 
 
SCUBA* diving in the Quarry 
 
Ever since Portland acquired title to the brownstone 
quarries, interest in using them as a SCUBA diving 
center has been growing.  The Connecticut State 
Police Emergency Services Unit, which formerly dived 
there to retrieve scuttled motor vehicles, has been 
using the site for Dive Team training for several years. 
The Team spent a week at the quarries this past June.  
Other communities have sought its use.  Local divers 
train there as well. 

 
In considering ways of utilizing the quarries for the 
economic benefit of the Town, members of the Quorum 

suggested a SCUBA school.  Scott Oakliffe, a local 
diver, expressed an interest.  He recommended the 
SCUBA Shack of Rocky Hill.  They were interested.  
Then the Williams Group came in with a 
recommendation that the town might want to “develop 
a dive certification center” at the site.  They provided 
data suggesting that the quarries might be developed 
into the only fresh water deep dive certification center 
in this area (currently the closest such site is near 
Bethlehem, PA) and presented data on the type of 
revenue such a site could generate. 
 
Local divers gained permission from First Selectwoman 
Susan Bransfield to survey the quarry lake to 
determine if the site was suitable for such an endeavor.  
On an early August weekend, volunteer divers, working 
with dive instruction specialist, Ed Hayes, of the 
SCUBA Shack, spent two days surveying the quarry.  
Their conclusions were:  it’s a beautiful site, pristine; 
home to a wide variety of fish -  perch, bass, carp, 
sunfish as well as some pretty big eels.  The high 
brownstone walls that are part of the beauty of the 
place also provide the lake with protection from the 
elements (no wind to create waves that make diving 
especially hazardous) so that diving could take place in 
any weather as long as the water was open.  The 
various levels of the quarry floor are well-suited to dive 
training.  Even the derelict cars, motorcycles, 
refrigerators are OK.  They provide checkpoints in an 
under water “test.”  The also provide home to the fish.  
If this were to become a certification site, more “toys” of 
this type would be added for training. 
 
The problems with this location relate first to water 
clarity.  There is the heavy growth of algae.  Treatment 
for that could be more fish.  Hayes has talked with 
Barry Chernoff, a professor of biology and 
environmental sciences at Wesleyan, about creating a 
fish farm.  Increasing the oxygen in the water would 
also help.  This could be accomplished by the 
installation of water wheels.  Silt is another water clarity 
problem. This will require other solutions, but one could 
be the installation of platforms over the quarry bottom 
so that diving action would not stir up the silt lying on 
the quarry floor. 
 
The second problem is the lack of facilities to support a 
dive center: parking, showers and lavatories, shelter for 
the divers, technical support services, and food.  Since 
dive certification is a two-day affair, most divers bring 
friends and family with them.  They need 
entertainment, food services and campsites or other 
lodging in or near the site. 
 
Hayes told Selectwoman Bransfield that each of these 
problems could be solved.  He requested time to come 

 

Divers 
preparing 
for a Dive in 
the Quarry 



Fall 2004 The Quorum Review Page 3 
 

back to Portland with some specific proposals on how 
to work with public and private individuals and groups 
to develop solutions.  He will be returning with a plan to 
make the quarry/riverfront park a working reality that 
will implement the goals set forth in the town’s 
agreement with the Williams Group (see article in this 
issue).  We’ll be awaiting this eagerly. 
 
*SCUBA: Self-Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus 
 
RAFFLE 
 
How would you like a new Walden “Adirondack” Kayak 
with a paddle and PFD?  A forest green one, 28” wide, 
11’6” long, 55 pounds, with a 300 pound capacity?  
Yeah? 
 
Or maybe a $75 gift certificate for the Happiest Paddler 
in East Hampton? 
 
Well you have a chance, if you take a chance and buy 
a raffle ticket from any member of the Brownstone 
Quorum between now and Monday, October 18th at 
7:00 PM at the Portland Library.  You need not be 
present to claim your prize.  We’ll call you. 
 
CANOE RIDES 
 
The “Canoe the Quarry” days continue to be popular 
with people not only from the local area, but also from 
throughout the state.  People from as far away as 
Woodstock, Burlington, Milford and Bristol have visited 
us on one or more of our monthly canoe days.  Guests 
have come from twenty-seven Connecticut towns.  On 
a sunny day in early September, John LeShane 
canoed guests from Amsterdam, Holland who had 
heard about the quarries and wanted to see them 
before they flew home.  Recent articles in the 
Middletown Press and the Hartford Courant as well as 
TV segments on Channel 3 led to considerable 
interest, as have local residents who bring visiting 
friends and relatives to ride.  
 
Tom Bransfield runs a very efficient operation.  He’s 
got Sari Rosenbaum as principal welcomer at the 
registration table and Wayne Andrus as “boatloader” 
getting guests settled into the canoes and pushed off 
into the deep water.  Cindy Andrus is the most-faithful 
paddler, never doing less than three full narrrated tours 
around the quarry lake, and usually more, each month.  
Bart Barresi, Tom, Dan Davis, John LeShane, Howard 
Rosenbaum, Mike Susca and Dick Wiseman round out 
the roster of the BQ Paddlers.  Romanie Gussenhoven, 
Ruth Freeburg and Jeanne Dilworth are the go-fers.   
 

One hundred and eighty-three canoe tours have been 
provided in five canoe days held so far this year.  
Additionally, increasing numbers of visitors have come 
to canoe days with their own canoes and kayaks.  All 
our guests have been uniformly impressed and 
pleased with their visits, many of them joining the 
Brownstone Quorum to support activities to develop 
this National Historic Landmark Park.   
 
The last canoe day is scheduled for Sunday, October 
17th from 12:00 noon to 3:30 PM.  The rides are free of 
charge and all equipment, and paddlers, is provided 
Children, over five and accompanied by a responsible 
adult, are welcome.  The autumn colors should be 
beautiful then.  Let’s hope for sunshine and bright 
skies.  Join us. 
 
ROCKFALL GRANT 
 
The Brownstone Quorum applied for and was awarded 
a $1000 grant from The Rockfall Foundation in 
Middletown toward the development of a tree 
identification program for the Quarry Riverfront Park.  
The total cost of the program will be around $2500. 
 
In their application, the Quorum noted that this 
riverfront park is unusual not only for its diversity of 

trees, but also for 
the origin of the 
park land itself.  
This unique land 
mass is a by-
product of the 
quarrying 
operation that 
once thrived here 
and as such has 
social historic 
importance as well 
as environmental 
significance.   
 

As much as 85 percent or more of the rock removed 
from the quarry was deemed unsuitable for fine 
architectural use and was discarded.  In the winter, 
when the river was frozen, this waste stone was hauled 
by oxen over the ice to a sandbar in the river north of 
the quarries and deposited on the ice.  When the ice 
melted, the stone dropped down onto the sandbar.  
The river, particularly during spring freshet, carried 
volumes of silt, uprooted plant life and assorted debris, 
and deposited it in and among the loosely piled stone.  
Repeated yearly, this process built up the land from a 
sandbar under water at high tide, to an impressive land 
mass that now rises seventy or more feet above the 
river surface.  

Tree Identification Marker 
funded by  the Rockfall Grant 
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This land mass 
now contains a 
range of 
ecosystems with 
their various plant 
and animal life. It 
is home to around 
forty species of 
trees, thirty of 
which John 
LeShane, 
Forester and BQ 
Property 
Manager, has 
identified as being 
significant.   It is these trees that are the subject of the 
Tree Trail Map and identification brochure, created by 
Sue Fiedler, Landscape Architect and BQ member, 
that will be the product displayed by the Quorum at 
Rockfall’s 18th Annual Symposium, “Community - 
Balancing Options,” to be held Friday, October 8th at 
the Wadsworth Mansion in Middletown.  The Quorum 
is grateful to Rockfall for their contribution to this 
project. 
 
The Quorum has installed permanent signs identifying 
each of these trees along park trails. The brochure will 
be made available to the public on request. 
 
 

 
Quarry Focus Day V 
 
Two new and totally different events were presented at 
Quarry Focus Day V (QFD V) held in June. The first 
was “Quarryenteering.”   Quarryenteering is BQ’s word 
for a combination of orienteering and letterboxing at the 
quarry.  Bart Barresi laid out a course over a bit of each 
of the trails BQ has built in the quarry riverfront park, 
focusing on particularly interesting elements on each 
trail.  Participants picked up a record sheet and the 
clue to the first site at the Quorum Store by the WPA 
wall.   
 
At each site, Bart placed a letterbox containing a 
colored stamp and a rhymed clue to the location of the 
next box.  The first clue read:   
                      

Down Brownstone Avenue you will go. 
Pass the sign board.  Now move slow. 
Fifty paces you will walk. 
Count carefully but don’t talk. 
Waterfall Overlook will be on the right. 
Look behind the rock; 
the box will be in sight. 

 

Seekers used the colored stamp to mark their record 
sheet, took a clue sheet and moved on.  “Winners” 

returned to the Quorum Store, turned in their sheets 
and picked up their prize - a brownstone paver (really a 
piece of fudge) and a poster like the one that is 
displayed behind the new Town Hall. 
 
The second event that generated a good deal of 
interest among visitors was the presentation by a 
member of the State Police Dive Team who displayed 
dive equipment, explained how it was used and the 
situations in which the Dive Team operates.  Members 
of Portland’s local dive team demonstrated in the water 
off the promontory. The divers answered questions 
after the presentation.  Sgt. Justin Kelly of the 
Emergency Services Unit of the CT State Police 
arranged the visit. 
 
Music was a big part of the day’s events and this year 
two new groups and one old favorite kept people 
entertained from noon to four o’clock.  “Simple 
Pleasures,” a Yankee Region championship 
barbershop quartet, opened the program with an hour 
of harmonizing that held people in their seats, relaxed 
and smiling for the full hour - and wanting more.  The 
consensus was that this group was a perfect choice.  
BQ member, Leon Case, a barbershopper himself, 
arranged for this group. 
 
Then came Mike Troderman’s group with their 
sophisticated jazz and, if the audience had been happy 
before, they got happier still.  Mike’s music strikes just 
the right chord with listeners of all ages.  Even the 
people out on the water got into the rhythm as they 
paddled.  Mike is a BQ member and he and his fellow 
musicians have donated their services to four Focus 
Days.  We are grateful to them for that and echo the 
audience requests for “MORE.” 
 

The final musical presentation of the afternoon was the 
“Shoreline Connection.”  Romanie Gussenhoven met 
Garnett Myers, the band coordinator, at a concert last 

 
Tree Identification Marker 

funded by  the Rockfall Grant 
 

 
Quarry Focus Day V: BQ Café Crew 
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year in Higganum.  Their sign said, “We play for food!”  
The price was right with us, and we signed them on.  
They came, and they played.  They even brought Elvis.  
And they were so good.  Four o’clock came and went 
and the Shoreline stayed “Connected.”  An added 
benefit  was that the Connection is committed to 
supporting St. Jude’s Research Hospital for Children 
and the audience was given the opportunity of making 
a contribution if they chose. 

The canoes glided over the quarry lake all day.  The 
BQ Cafe served up their usual good food. The Quorum 
Store sold “T” shirts, postcards, posters, hats and 
signed up a few new members. 
 
The VFW generously allowed us to use their clubhouse 
for displays and information and restrooms.  The 
weather cooperated.  And Quarry Focus Day V was 
deemed a success. 
 

SBC COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
 
Community Connections is a program sponsored by 
SBC to credit 5% of the charges for all long distance 
telephone calls by SBC subscribers to a charity of the 
subscriber’s choice - at no cost to the subscriber. 
 
To date eleven people participate in this program on 
behalf of the Quorum.  In the past six months, BQ has 
received $152.00 from SBC.  That represents an 
average contribution per participant of $14.00 for a half 
year.  We can anticipate that amount becoming $28.00 
per person, or over $300.00, over the full year.  And 
not one cent of this has been an out-of-pocket expense 
to any of these eleven people. 
 
Imagine how great it would be to have 25 people! or 
50! or even 100! participate.  That would fund the 
Quorum Review (at about $300/issue) for a whole year. 
 
To become one of the generous supporters of the work 
of the Brownstone Quorum, all you need to do is call 1-
800-635-SNET (7638) and say “I want to sign up for 
SBC Community Connections.” and then give the SBC 
representative the BQ PIN 3775.  Every three months 
thereafter BQ will receive a check for the total 
contributions made in the name of all the SBC 
subscribers using the BQ PIN.  Every six months, you 
will receive a statement of contributions from SBC.  
You do not have to be a member of the Quorum, only 
an SBC subscriber.  It’s a good deal for everyone. 
 
Officers 

President:  James Tripp  
Vice President:  Thomas Bransfield  

Recording Secretary:  Cindy Andrus 
Corresponding Secretary:  Jeanne Dilworth  

Treasurer:  Michael Susca 
  

 
Quarry Focus Day V: Shoreline Connection performing 

on the Promontory  

 
Early Quarry Scene on the shore of the Connecticut River 
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The History of Portland, Part 24 
The Brownstone Quarries 

by William Van Beynum 
 

Portland could well be called “The Town That Faced the 
World”, for it is only necessary for one to look at the huge 
extent of brownstone quarry holes along the river to visualize 
the thousands of tons of rock that came from there, and were 
shipped to all parts of the world to be used as the faving [sic] 
for “brownstone front” houses and buildings.  The quarries fed 
lots of people and were the primary basis on which the town’s 
economy rested for many decades.  They were also the 
places that some persons were maimed or killed before the 
days of industrial safety education. 

 
From almost the time of the first settlement of Middletown 

in 1650 the brownstone rock across the river was known to 
the settlers for it rose high and shelving over the river.  Here 
was a handy place to obtain fairly large stones that were easy 
to use (compared to the uneven field stone) for building, and 
even for gravestones.  Much of it must have been broken 
from the cliffs by the action of the weather, and lay on the 
banks, or just under the surface of the land where it might 
have been covered with silt from the freshets.  People helped 
themself [sic] at first as they needed it, and soon people from 
other localities apparently began to come here and help 
themselves too, for just fifteen ears after 1650, when 
Middletown was settled, the town passed a resolve “That 
whosoever shall dig or raise stone at ye rocks on the East 
side of the Great River for any without the town, the diggers 
shall be none but an inhabitant of Middletown and shall be 
responsible to ye town 12 pence per tunn for every tunn of 
stone that he or they shall dig for any person whosoever 
without ye towne, within six months and after the 
transportation of said stone.”  A Mr. Richards, probably the 
first quarryman to ship stone, was given without charge “this 
first freight which skipper Plumb is now taking in” which 
apparently was being loaded at the time of the passage of the 
town resolve.  Undoubtedly stone had been carried off by 
scow and other types of vessels before this date.   

 
At just what date the shelving rock that hung out over the 

river was all carried away, it is now impossible to determine.  
When it was gone it was necessary to start digging below the 
ground surface and back from the river’s edge.  It might be 
guessed that this was about 1715 for at a town meeting on 
March 4th that year “the town by Voat doe prohibit all persons 
getting any stone in the town Quarry on the East side of the 
Great River for transportation out of town, and whosoever 
shall presume to get and to transport any stone for the futur 
[sic] contrary to this act of the town shall forfeit the sum of 20 
shillings a stone for every stone by him or them transported 
out of town, or sold in order to transportation (one half to him 
who complains and prosecutes the other half to the town).”  
The visible stone was disappearing, and the residents wanted 
to keep it for themselves, even if they had to set friend 
against friend to tell on each other about any more selling or 
carrying of the stone out of town.  Ebenezer Gill was chosen 
to be in charge of the quarries on the east side of the river at 
this time. 

By 1726 it had apparently been discovered that the 
brownstone underlay a great section of land along the 
river bank and the town therefore voted to empower the 
selectmen to lease or to grant liberty to particular persons 
to get stone, but they were also careful to make it 
understood that no inhabitant should be debarred from 
getting any stone for his own use.  It would appear that the 
first digging, to open up the quarry, was near where 
Commerce street would end if it continued to the river 
bank.  It is interesting to note that over the years that the 
quarries operated, they kept moving the river bank 
outward toward the west as they filled along its bank.  
They not only filled out but also upwards, so that at one 
time an elm still living in the 1880s was standing some 28 
feet below the surface of the ground, in a well made of 
stones that had been piled up as the ground level was 
raised. 

 
This first quarry opened was evidently sold by the 

town, and it passed through various hands until sometime 
about 1788 when it became the property of Shaler (or 
Shaylor as it is sometimes spelled) and Hall.  They 
advertised in the Middlesex Gazette, published in 
Middletown on October 13, 1788 that “The Free Stone 
Quarry, at Chatham, (known by the name of Johnson’s 
Quarry) is now worked under the Direction of Shaler and 
Hall, who will supply the stone at the shortest Notice, and 
at the lowest prices either in the Ruff or finished, and in 
such Dimensions as may be required.  They will contract 
to furnish any Quantity, for public or private Buildings, 
Flags, Grave-Stones or Monuments, and deliver them to 
any Port in North America.  Orders directed (post-paid) to 
Shaler & Hall at the Quarry, Chatham, will have due 
attention.”  This first quarry opened is often referred to as 
the “old” Shaler and Hall quarry, for eventually it became 
the property of the Middlesex Quarry company. 

 
As the newspaper ad indicates this pair of quarrymen 

went after business, and were apparently progressive and 
had the necessary financial backing, for they employed up 
to thirty men eight months of the year and made use of as 
many as six teams (of oxen).  This was big business in 
1810-1820.  They were fortunate in their site for it was 
only necessary that about five feet of earth be removed to 
hit good rock, while in other places there was an additional 
four or five feet of shelly rock which also had to be 
removed. 

 
For some time prior to the year that Chatham became 

a separate town, 1767, another quarry had been worked 
to the south (below the present railroad track) and was 
known as the Brush Pond Quarry.  For  some reason it 
was soon abandoned, and little is known about it.   

(to be continued) 
 

This article first appeared in  
The Portland Citizen, Vol. 1 No. 27, September 19, 1958 

Courtesy of the Portland Historical Society 
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Quorum Membership  
People often ask if they have paid their current Quorum 
dues.  Usually when they ask, Romanie Gussenhoven, 
Membership Chair, doesn’t have the membership lists 
at her fingertips, so we decided to include a list of 
current paid members in this Quorum Review.  If you do 
not find your name here, you can use the enclosed 
envelope to mail in your dues which are ten dollars per 
person per year.  All monies received by the Quorum 
are tax deductible and spent only on Quarry and 
Riverfront Park improvements or public education 
relating to the park.  
 

Sheila Anastas    Susan & Tom Malecky                     
Cindy & Wayne Andrus    Bob McDougall  
Jean & Bart Barresi              Philomena McKinstry                      
Jacqueline Barrett      The Moore Family                            
Peter Barry              Nancy & Tom Mueller                     
Henry Blakeslee     Phillip Nanfito                                 
Sandy & Ray Bourret    Janet Nocek                                      
Susan & Tom Bransfield    Bonnie Oliver                           
Margaret & Charles Coe    Christine Palm                                 
Pat Crowther          Luiza Penachio    
Sharon & Ray Dalton   Phyllis & Ernest Peterson                
Rhea DeBari                John Peterson                                   
Carol deBerry               Ester & Arthur Pope 
Douglas DeCarli           Kathleen Richards 
Jeanne & Earle Devlin    Patricia & Rosario Rizzo 
Jeanne Dilworth   Sari & Howard Rosenbaum 
Sue Fiedler                    Gert & Bob Scully 
Chantal & Eric Foster  Edward Sharr 
Ruth Freeburg        Irene & Allen Silberstein 
Colby Gauthier           Leslie Sokoloski 
Michael Giuliano         Frances Sprague 
Robert Goodrich       Jane & Jack Sterry 
Izzi Greenburg        John Stewart 
Romanie Gussenhoven   Chris Sullivan   
Michael Haglund               Dave Sundell 
Deborah Hall                 Bill Supinski 
Jean & Bud Harmon      Deb & Mike Susca 
Doris & Bruce Heerdt     Howard Swanson 
Helen Marie Hyland      Diana Tine 
Bud Jantz                   Liz & Jim Tripp 
Ken Kearns              Frank Violissi 
Marion Kollias                  Eunice & Dick Wiseman 
Christine Kowaleski           Melissa & Ken Woodward 
Luella Daniels Landis   Ann Zadroga 
John LeShane Nan Zimmer 
Hilda Lynn                                        (room for one more, could be you) 
 

If your name has been misspelled or inadvertently left 
off, please call Romanie at 342-7237.  
 

Newsletter: Jeanne Dilworth & Bob McDougall 

Quorum Calendar 
October 
Pre-School Playscape Installation 
Town Green—265 Main Street 
Saturday 10/2—9:30 
 

Museum of Portland History 
492 Main Street 
Sunday 10/3— 2:00 to 4:00 
 

Portland Revitalization Inc. Auction 
Saint Clement’s Castle 
Portland-Cobalt Road 
Tuesday 10/5—5:30 
 

Portland Fair 
Exchange Club Grounds 
Friday 10/8 Thru Sunday 10/10, see times 
 

Canoe the Quarry with BQ 
Brownstone Avenue 
Sunday 10/17—12:00 to 3:30 
 

Brownstone Quorum Membership Meeting 
Portland Library 
Monday 10/25 7:00pm 
 

Portland Historical Society Monthly Meeting 
“The Gildersleeve Family and the Shipbulding Industry”, 
by Rick Gildersleeve, Portland Library 
Tuesday 10/26 7:30pm 
 

November 
Halloween on Main Street 
Main Street Business District 
Monday 11/1—5:00 to 8:00 
 

Art of the Forest Exhibit 
Buck-Foreman Community Center 
and the Portland Library 
Thursday 11/4 thru Tuesday 11/30 
Check Times and Special Programs 
 

Museum of Portland History 
492 Main Street 
Sunday 11/7— 2:00 to 4:00 
 

December 
Museum of Portland History 
492 Main Street 
Sunday 12/5— 2:00 to 4:00 
 

Tree Lighting and Carol Sing 
Main Street 
Sunday 12/5—5:00 
 

Lighted Parade—Fire Trucks 
Main Street 
Sunday 12/12 (Rain Date 12/19) - 5:00 
 

 

Calendar prepared and distributed by  
The Brownstone Quorum BrownstoneQuorum @Yahoo.com 

and  
Portland Revitalization Inc. PortlandPride@Yahoo.com 
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Next Meeting:  
October 25, 2004  

7pm Portland Library 
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Stamp 
Here 


