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The President’s Message

Mike Meehan – Portland Brownstone Quarries

By Jim Tripp

By Jeanne Dilworth

We are half way through 2003, and it's time for a midyear update. Since January, the Brownstone Quorum
has continued to build on previous successes and to
work hard towards the goals we established for 2003.
Those goals are centered around three main
categories:
1. Continued development of the riverfront and
quarry properties
2. Active promotion of the recreational use of
the quarry and riverfront properties
3. Fundraising to support the ongoing
development of the properties with minimal
economic
impact
on
the
Portland
community
The development of the properties has continued to
be a top priority in 2003. So far in 2003 we have
added four new trails to the existing trail system at the
riverfront. These trails are the “Big Pine,” “Goat’s
Path,” “Cherry Tree,” and “Great Cottonwood.” In
addition to the development of new trails, the Quorum
is continuing to maintain and improve the existing trail
system. Signs have recently been added to identify
each trail.
We are also continuing our efforts at keeping the
properties clean. Since the beginning of the year we
have focused on cleaning up the peninsula opposite
the promontory. This area has been a dumping
ground for junk of all kinds thrown over the cliffs. We
have removed a large amount of garbage including
over 100 tires, over 100 bags of trash, a television set
and an old bench seat from an automobile. The
“Bittersweet-Brigade” has been hard at work cutting
bittersweet and other invasive species along the
riverfront to free and preserve the native trees and to
make this property more enjoyable.
(Message cont’d on page 2)

Quarryman Mike Meehan in his beloved quarry.
On April 19th, an as yet to be identified vehicle was
driven into the Soldiers’ and Sailors Memorial Arch in
Hartford. The newspapers on the 20th decried the
damage and declared the irreplaceability of the
brownstone used in the 1886 construction of this
magnificent Civil War monument.
Portlanders reading the news were saddened by the
event, but heartened by the knowledge that the
solution to the monument reconstructor’s problem
could be found in the Portland Brownstone Quarries,
Inc. and in the hands of quarryman, Mike Meehan.
Since 1994, Mike has been quarrying brownstone
near the site of the Portland’s National Historic
Landmark.
The stone is being used for both
renovation of old structures and building of new.
Several buildings in New York, home to hundreds of
brownstone mansions and row houses, are being
renovated with material from Mike’s quarry.
A
particularly lovely use of the stone is at Cooper Union
School Of Art, where massive blocks of brownstone
have been carved on site into huge decorative flower
balls. This project emphasized both the beauty and
the workability unique to Portland brownstone.
(Meehan cont’d on page 5)

(Message cont’d from page 1)

Another aspect of the development that we are
tackling this year is signage. New trail signs have
been installed to mark each of the trails. Quorum
member Bart Baresi is designing park entrance signs.
These signs, currently under review by the Planning
Department, will provide a map of the total property
and the trail system. Our goal is to make the park
more accessible and to help hikers make appropriate
trail use choices.

Proposed Design of Park Entrance Sign
Year-to date, we have had several work parties and
invested over 200 volunteer-labor hours into the
properties. The results have been very positive, but
as always we are looking for volunteers to give of their
time and join us in the development of the park.
The second of the Quorum goals is to promote the use
of the quarries and riverfront properties by the
residents of Portland.
To attract people to the
properties and introduce them to their park, the
Quorum is holding canoe days on alternating
Saturdays and Sundays from May through October
and trail hikes each month. Three hikes have been
held so far with over seventy-five participants.
In addition to attracting people to the properties, we
also want to educate residents about them and the
unique role the quarries played in the history of
Portland. To that end, the Brownstone Quorum will
hold Quarry Focus Day IV in September and will also
be participating in the Portland Agricultural Fair in
October. We look forward to seeing you at these
events.
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The final Quorum goal is fundraising. In the current
trying economic environment, it is more important than
ever for the Brownstone Quorum to actively pursue
funds for the development of the properties. We have
already begun this effort by participating in the
Historical Society town-wide tag sale, and we are set
to begin our 2003 raffle.
Tag sales and raffles can produce some money, but to
carry out major development goals at the properties,
the Quorum is researching grant sources. As always
the Quorum will be working closely with Town officers
to ensure the broadest consensus possible on how to
proceed on a specific project. While the grant process
will certainly provide challenges, the potential rewards
are worth the effort.
Membership in the Quorum is an important opportunity
to help support the development of the Quarry
Riverfront Park. Membership to date has been
rewarding, but the more membership support we get
from the community, the more we can accomplish at
the properties. The support can come in many forms.
Some residents are able to give time in the day-to-day
operation of the Quorum. Some can help with work
parties, canoe days or other special events. Some
who like to write could help with the QUORUM
REVIEW. We can use idea people, artists, sign
makers.
The Brownstone Quorum welcomes all
participants and is grateful for whatever help people
can provide. And there is always membership. A ten
dollar annual contribution is very important as are
other kinds of financial support. They are both very
important. If you joined the Quorum in the past, but
have not yet paid your dues for this year, your can do
so now (see enclosed envelope). Your continued
support is greatly appreciated. If you are new to the
Quorum, join us now. You'll be glad you did and so
will we. Thank you.
In summary, we have set some aggressive goals for
2003, and we are on target to achieve them. Through
the efforts of many people a lot of work has gone into
the development of the properties. Come on down,
see the results for yourself, and enjoy your park. We
hope to see you at one of our hikes, canoe days, or
other Brownstone Quorum sponsored events soon.

Tag Sale
The Quorum participated in the Historical Society’s
Town-Wide Tag Sale and added over seven hundred
dollars to the bank account. WOW! That will really
help us meet the goals we have set for 2003.
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SBC/SNET Community Connections
Make a cash contribution to the Brownstone Quorum
without giving them a penny! How does that sound?
Unbelievable? Read on.
It isn’t that the Quorum does not want your pennies.
Or your dimes and dollars, but SBC/SNET has a
program that will give the Quorum 5% of every dollar
you spend on SBC/SNET long-distance calling. The
program
is
called
SBC/SNET
Community
Connections. All you need to do to make this “nocost-to-you” contribution is to call 1-800-635-SNET
(7638), say “I want to sign up for Community
Connections” and give the representative the
Brownstone Quorum PIN 3775. Then every three
months, the Quorum will receive a check representing
all the contributions to their PIN. You will receive this
information twice a year.

two-rider and one four-rider as a community service.
The paddle boats received a lot of use on their first
day at the quarry.
The Quorum has invited others to bring their own
canoes and kayaks to the quarry and several people
did so. The comments of all participants reflected the
awe that everyone seems to feel when they
experience the quarries from the water. It is a feeling
of wonder and discovery that is totally unexpected, but
totally moving. If you haven’t taken a ride (totally
FREE) with us yet, make it a plan to join us at one of
the upcoming events.
Our monthly schedule
alternates Saturdays and Sundays to allow more
people to participate. Clip out the schedule and post it
on your refrigerator so you don’t miss.

Canoe Day Schedule
Saturday, July 19
Sunday, August 17
Saturday, September 20
Sunday, October 19

A good deal for everyone. Call today.

Quorum Raffle
The raffle held last year to fund the flagpole
installation at the quarry was such a success, the
Quorum has decided to hold another one. This year,
the Quorum hopes to raise enough money to fund
several projects: the landscaping of the area leading
to the promontory and launch site at the north quarry;
the installation of signage telling people how to get to
the quarry/riverfront park and what they see when they
get there; and the installation of more picnic tables
throughout the park.
The raffle prizes this year will include a ten foot canoe
with paddles and PFDs; gift certificates to Home
Depot, Farrell’s and the Happiest Paddler; and ten of
the marvelous posters created by Cara Jensen and
Rose Daniels when they were students in the Talented
and Gifted program at Gildersleeve School. These
posters are copies of the monument poster at the back
of the new Town Hall.
Tickets will be $5.00 each and will go on sale in late
June.

Canoe Days
Canoe days have already begun. Saturday, May 17th
dawned cold, cloudy, windy and threatening rain, but
the Quorum Canoers were at the launch site, ready to
go at 11:00 AM. A new twist to this year’s events is
the addition of paddle boats that can provide a very
stable ride around the quarry lake. Dennis Griswold of
the Happiest Paddler at Lake Pocotopaug in East
Hampton, a new Quorum member, is providing one
Summer 2003

11:00 to 3:00
12:30 to 3:30
11:00 to 3:00
12:30 to 3:30

All dates subject to weather conditions.
In addition to these dates, the Quorum will also be
offering rides during our fourth annual Quarry Focus
Day, scheduled for Saturday, September 20th.

Quarry Focus Day IV
Mark your calendars and plan your schedules to
include the celebration of Quarry Focus Day IV
Saturday, September 20th from 11:00 to 3:00. This
annual event has grown each year since 2000 when
Quorum members working with John Monroe of the
National Park Service, and members of the Charrette
(a team of experts in all aspects of park design and
development John assembled) held the first Focus
Day to introduce townspeople to the quarry/riverfront
site and to gather their ideas and suggestions as to
how it should be developed. Each year, the Quorum
has built on the suggestions of visitors, working to
make the park accessible and fun.
This year we hope to expand the very popular
hayrides, to have more music, more walks, more
games and activities for visitors of all ages. Of
course, the popular Quorum Cafe will be back, as well
as the canoe rides.
Committees are already forming to make this a great
day. If you have ideas, and or you’d like to help out,
call Jeanne Dilworth, Organization Committee Chair at
342-2260.
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Fishing Derby for Kids

Guided Riverfront Walks

Pat Green and his friends are working on the
possibility of having a fishing derby for Portland kids at
the quarry in late September. Watch for more details.

Fifty people showed up for our first evening riverfront
walk.
Starting in bright sunlight and ending in
deepening dusk, the walk was “so beautiful,” “so
unbelievable,” “breathtaking,” “scary,” “restoring,”
“awesome.”

Park Work Days
Everyone who has walked the trails along the
riverfront or visited the promontory for a picnic, canoe
ride or concert has commented on how great the park
looks. Trash, once a prominent feature is rarely seen;
walkers can actually walk along the edge of the river
or on the ridge of the slag pile. The flowering trees
are beautiful. You can find healthy elm trees and visit
a gigantic wild cherry or a specimen white pine that is
at least three feet in diameter. The entire area is
peaceful and renewing. It is a source of pride for the
Portland.
All that beauty is also the result of hard work,
however. It’s true that nature made the original
contribution of stone, water and trees, but it is human
work that created what is there now. Much of the
human work has been contributed in the last three
years by people who share a commitment to the vision
of a marvelous resource for the town of Portland and
the larger community. Ordinary people from 4 to 75
have used boats and canoes to pull debris from the
quarry waters; sleds and plastic sheets to haul tires,
milk crates and old refrigerators across the ice to pile
onshore for the dump; wielded axes, saws, shovels,
loppers, mowers, weedwackers, brushcutters, a
Bobcat , hammers, nails, screws and bolts, lumber
and more to build a vision.
And with all those tools came hours of work, hard work
laying out trails to be cleared. Cutting into banks and
hauling and fitting stone for steps.
Swatting
mosquitoes because you’ve sweated off the repellent.
Pulling out thorns that snag arms and hands. Picking
yourself up when the tree you’ve been freeing of
strangling vines finally and suddenly is released and
sends you flying.
Sounds tough? It is, but it is also rewarding. It is the
pleasure of doing something truly useful.
The
pleasure of working alone or with others to reveal
beauty previously hidden. It is hard work and pleasure
that Quorum members are more than willing to share
with anyone who wants to join us. Call John Leshane
at 342-0658. P.S. Maybe we’ll share a pizza and a
pitcher of beer at PR afterwards.
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The second produced fewer walkers, but similar
comments.
Our June 9th Sunset/Moonrise walk was perfect! The
sun came out during the day and dried the trails. The
evening air was clear and cool and fresh as we wound
our way through a labyrinth of new trails John
LeShane had blazed. The sun set in the west in all its
glory as we reached Tower Top, and the moon rose to
the east in perfect synchrony. Twenty-four walkers,
and some dogs, felt peace and exhilaration as they left
for home.
If you haven’t yet walked the trails, you should try it.
They are all well-marked. And you can always join
one of the guided walks. They’ll be announced in THE
RIVEREAST NEWS BULLETIN.

Williams Group: Market Study for Quarry/
Riverfront Property and Downtown
In March, the Town of Portland negotiated a contract
with The Williams Group, a Real Estate Programming
consortium, to prepare a market study for the
quarry/riverfront properties and downtown.
The
primary goal of this study is to determine economic
uses for this property that will allow this area to
become a viable tourist destination with recreational
and commercial components.
This goal is the
outgrowth of surveys of Portland townspeople
conducted during the planning Charrette and over a
two year period by the Quorum and submitted to and
accepted by the Board of Selectmen.
The Williams Group has been meeting with Town
officials and representatives of the Quorum, the
Historical Society and P.R.I.D.E. to study the site, the
previous work completed by several groups over the
years, to prepare a market and tourism overview, and
to develop a Master Plan. On June 24th, they will
meet with the steering committee to present their
findings relative to the site, the existing and future
market conditions, development possibilities and
potential funding sources, with a draft Master Plan
proposal.
In September, they will present an
implementation plan. The final presentation will be
announced.
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This study has been funded by a $50,000 grant from
the State of Connecticut, obtained through the efforts
of State Representative Jim O’Rourke, plus a $10,000
local contribution. This is the second grant Rep.
O’Rourke has obtained for the Town in its quest to
make wise decisions regarding the quarry/riverfront
property.
(Meehan cont’d from page 1)

archivist could not pinpoint exactly where the stone
had come from, but a follow-up visit to Mike Meehan
revealed that the stone was from the “Middlesex”
quarries in Portland. The original cathedral had
burned, but was rebuilt to the architect’s original
specifications - with Portland brownstone. Mike hopes
to supply the stone for the newest restoration. The
long-term goal for this restoration is the install a
steeple, left off the first two buildings for lack of funds,
a problem which currently “shelves” the steeple again.
Closer to home, the ongoing restoration of older
buildings at Wesleyan University is being done with
Portland brownstone. Many of these buildings were
not only built of Portland brownstone, but were also
funded by the sale of Portland brownstone.
In Waterbury, the Performing Arts Magnet School and
Palace Theatre renovation project is utilizing the stone
in architectural and landscaping elements.
The
Joseph Gnazzo and Sons Company of Union, CT has
done considerable restoration work throughout the
state with stone from Mike Meehan’s quarry replacing
original stone from the same quarry source.

Mike Meehan beside the historic north quarry.
At Pratt Institute, also in New York, the stone is being
used in architectural renovation.
Sculptured
brownstone panels will decorate the new Mandarin
Hotel in Manhattan.
A sculptor has selected
brownstone for his fireplace surround in his new
Manhattan home.
In Holyoke, MS, Mike will be supplying the mud ripple
brownstone to replace the damaged brownstone
paving at Wisteria Hurst. This mansion, now open for
tours, was the home of a wealthy eccentric lady who
had paved her horseshoe drive with dinosaur prints
and mud ripples.
The site of JFK’s wedding to Jacqueline Bouvier, St.
Mary Church in Newport, RI, has been restored with
brownstone from Mike’s operation.
Travel to Bethlehem, PA and visit the Central
Moravian Church there and see the restoration work
going on in preparation for their 200th anniversary.
Portland brownstone has been designated for the
rebuilding of the steps, cheek plates and veneer.
When Quorum members, Sari and Howard
Rosenbaum, were touring Charleston, SC recently,
they visited the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist and
learned that it had been constructed in 1860 of
“Middlesex” brownstone. A visit with the cathedral
Summer 2003

Mike’s list of clients is long, though not as long as
Mike would like. Quarrying is not a “get-rich-quick”
business. But it is interesting, and so is Mike.
A geologist with an MS from the University of
Pittsburgh, Mike came to geology in a roundabout
way.
After attending California State Teachers
College in California, PA, Mike taught earth science at
the middle school for three years. (That helps explain
his wonderful way with schoolchildren who visit the
quarry each spring.) He was presented with the
opportunity to attend Princeton University’s Field
Camp in Red Lodge, MT. It was there that Mike met
and fell in love with geology. But he had also fallen in
love with his wife and had responsibilities, so it was
back to the classroom, until a chance opportunity for
summer work with a coal company brought him back
to the earth. Summer ended, the company offered
Mike a permanent position in coal exploration. He
accepted their offer, left the classroom as a teacher
but reentered it as a student, earning his degree in
geology at University of Pittsburgh.
Coal exploration was not the geology Mike loved, and
he kept alert to opportunities that would lead him back
to it. He learned of the resurgent interest in renovation
of old buildings constructed of brownstone and
researched the source of that brownstone. Inquiries
led him to Portland, to the quarries, to the Geato
family, owners of the quarry land off Middlesex
Avenue, and eventually to the needed lease and
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permits to reactivate the quarries that had made
Portland, CT famous around the world.
On August 10,1994, Mike Meehan, with basic tools
and a small crew, cut his first block of brownstone. In
the nine years from that day to this, Mike has quarried
thousands of tons of stone. His methods are modern
and quiet. His waste is minimal; his product fine. He
estimates he has five to seven years of stone to cut at
his present site. But a quarryman’s life is subject to
the whims of nature and man, as the flooded quarries
attest. Mike will probably not die a rich man, but all
problems notwithstanding, he is a man rich in
satisfaction in doing the work he loves.

Membership
As the Brownstone Quorum, Inc. moves into its third
year of incorporation, it also begins it second year of
dues paying membership.
From articles in the four issues of The Quorum Review
you have learned about some of the things the
Quorum does. Much of what is done is accomplished
by volunteer labor. However, much also requires
funding: the printing of trail guides and maps, the
purchase of certain services for community days, the
publication and mailing of The Quorum Review are
some examples.
Therefore, we now invite people to join the Quorum
and provide a portion of the funds needed. All funds,
whether memberships, contributions, or receipts from
sales of "T" shirts, hats, postcards or raffle tickets go
directly and only to the town-benefiting activities of the
Quorum. Membership dues are ten dollars ($10) per
person per year from January 1 through December 31
of each year.

First year members are urged to renew their
memberships, New members are encouraged to join
us. This year, thanks to Jean Harmon and Eunice
Wiseman, we will be issuing membership cards Major
projects on the Quorum “to do” list are: additional
picnic tables on the peninsula, peninsula launch site
and riverfront, landscaping launch site area, and
signage throughout the park.

How to Contact Us
Email:
Web:
Phone:
Mail:

BrownstoneQuorum@Yahoo.Com
www.BrownstoneQuorum.Org
860-342-2260
Brownstone Quorum, Inc.
P.O. Box 402
Portland, CT 06480-0402

2003 Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Corresponding
Secretary
Member-at-large
Member-at-large
Member-at-large

Jim Tripp
Tom Bransfield
Mike Susca
Jean Harmon
Eunice Wiseman
Wayne Andrus
Bob McDougall
Mike Troderman

2003 Committee Chairs
Design/Property Sue Fiedler /
John LeShane
Organization / Promotion Jeanne Dilworth/
Nan Zimmer
Economic / Finance Mike Susca
Newsletter Jeanne Dilworth/
Bob McDougall
Canoe Rides Tom Bransfield

2003 Meeting Schedule
All Brownstone Quorum meetings are open to the
public. Participation is encouraged and welcomed.
July
August
September
October
November
December
We are also pleased to announce the availability of
FRAMED! Postcards courtesy of Mike Susca’s
craftsmanship… They are available in a variety of mat
colors for just $10.00 each!
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Board 1st Mon. Regular 4th Mon.
7 – SF
28
4 – SF
25
8* – SF
22
6 – SF
27
3 – SF
24
1 – SF
22

Meetings are at the Portland Library unless otherwise noted.
* - off schedule meeting
SF - Store Front, 239 Main St.
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Herbert Duey Presentation
At the regular monthly Quorum meeting June 23rd,
members and guests were treated to an illustrated talk
by Herb Duey, a retired Petroleum Geologist who
moved to Portland three years ago and began a
“formal relationship” with the “Portland Formation,” the
geology referent for our quarry lands.

It was fascinating reading for student Herb Duey and
became fascinating listening for Herb’s audience
Monday night.
We learned not only where the
material that formed the brownstone came from, but
how it came, when it came, and of what minerals it
was comprised.

An attentive Quorum Audience
captivated by tales of prehistoric Portland.
Hebert Duey local Geologist
fielding questions from the audience.
Mr. Duey first became acquainted with the quarries as
a geology student in college working with Professor
Paul Krynine, who had done his doctoral thesis on the
geologic mass that he named the “Portland
Formation.”
In 1950, the State of Connecticut
published Dr. Krynine’s thesis in book form. He in turn
gave a copy to each of his students as required
reading.

Herb showed the relationship between the eastern
highlands and the Portland formation and explained
the differences between Portland brownstone and the
more common sandstone we see throughout the state.
We learned what the term “arkose” means and what
that indicates about the stone and its functionality.

The after meeting treats that John LeShane missed.
Ancient Mountains which eroded to become the
Connecticut River Valley we enjoy today.

Summer 2003

Audience questions were welcomed throughout Herb’s
talk and at the end as well. It was an excellent
presentation.
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Next Meeting:
July 28, 2003
7pm Portland Library

