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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Rather than give you a long report about what the Quorum 
has accomplished in 2005, I’d like to direct you to each of 
the articles in this issue.  They tell much of the Quorum 
accomplishment story.  Last July’s issue can tell you more. 

Instead, as I complete my third and final term as Quorum 
president, I’d like to review the last seven years and enlist 
each of you for the next seven. 

When Nan Zimmer asked townspeople to come together to 
work to protect and preserve the brownstone quarries, 
several townspeople came forward.  I was one of them. 

I had discovered the quarries forty years before, studied 
them and was so proud of them and their history that I 
brought everyone who visited me to visit them and learn 
about them - Portland’s own “grand canyon.”  The quarries 
sat idle for years, dumpsite for the surrounding 
neighborhood, final resting place for stolen and abandoned 
cars - and rumored dead bodies.  High school seniors from 
around the county used them as a rite-of-passage-dive-site 
each spring.  On a science field trip from Portland Middle 
School, Jen Dole slipped and fell off the upper trail to a 
ledge below, just missing an even longer drop to the water 
another sixty feet down. 

In the 90s, the possibility was that the quarries might be 
filled.  Or they might be turned into a marina.  Or the site of 
luxury housing.  Or a truck terminal.  Some townspeople 
envisioned a living museum of the quarry industry, 
incorporating the quarry row-houses and possibly a 
reactivation of quarrying at the site - a celebration of 
Portland’s past, providing economic resources for the 
future. 

Others disagreed with this dream, however, and for a 
while, the marina/luxury housing option won out.  Despite 
Jim Sarbaugh’s efforts to save them, the quarry row 
houses became a training exercise for the fire department 
and were lost forever.  But the economy changed; the 
quarries received a second chance.  The Portland Board of 
Selectmen moved to acquire title to the properties.  Allison 
Guinness, a student of the quarries and their history, finally 
received word that her ten year fight to get the quarries 
National Historic Landmark designation had been granted 
by the federal Department of the Interior.   

Mike Meehan inquired about resurrecting the quarrying 
operations.  Nancy Mueller provided guidance and the 
brownstone quarries were back in business.   

Events moved swiftly after that.  Nan Zimmer marshalled 
the citizen’s group.  Wayne Andrus (see article below) 
provided guidance.  Nancy Mueller applied for and 
received support from the National Park Services Rivers 

and Trails program and John Monroe, Program Manager, 
came to town.   

John taught the citizen’s group how to function – openly, 
inclusively, accepting and welcoming the ideas and help of 
all – non-judgmentally.  He brought in a team of park-
building experts to a three day planning charrette to help 
the Town determine viable options for the quarry/riverfront 
property. 

Around 350 people participated in that three-day event.  
The experts produced several separate park designs each 
reflecting the townspeople’s views.  Later, the as-yet 
unnamed citizen’s group held its first Quarry Focus Day to 
introduce people to the property and to take the first of 
several surveys of public opinion relative to these plans 
and other development possibilities. 

John worked with the group for three years.  He helped us 
get our name, The Brownstone Quorum, compliments of 
Justin Ballinger.  He was with us when the Board of 
Selectman charged us with stewardship for the quarry 
project and helped us develop the organization and goals 
that have carried us forward over the last seven years. 

The Quorum worked hard over those years cleaning up the 
quarries, providing canoe rides, building trails and guiding 
walks.  Monthly programs, Quarry Focus Days, our 
flagpole dedication, the Tree Trail with tree labeling and the 
great map, plus the information boards and maps at the 
park entries, all brought more and more people to the 
quarries.  We talked with Scott Oakliffe, a member of the 
town dive team, about getting a dive school for the site. 

Our efforts were successful.  The Portland Brownstone 
Quarries became known and visited not only by 
townspeople, but by people from out-of-town and out-of-
state.  The dive team brought in the Scuba Shack and now 
… with the lease of the quarries to the Brownstone 
Exploration and Discovery Park, LLC, the role of the 
Quorum will change.  The Quorum is returning to the 
townspeople for new direction.  As a group, members have 
envisioned the continued development of the riverfront 
property as a community park with resources for all people 
– families, large gatherings, individuals, young and old, 
people of all abilities - with picnic spots, gardens, play 
areas, performance sites, and, of course our trail system.  
But we need townspeople to tell us specifically what they 
want. 

All the growth the Quarry/Riverside Park has experienced 
has come about by the dedication of individuals: 
Selectmen with foresight and imagination, John Monroe 
and his experts, Allison Guinness and her determination; 
Nancy Mueller, her contacts and her grant-writing; Mike 
Meehan who understood the market for renovation stone; 
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townspeople and others who have taken canoe rides and 
eaten at the Quorum Café; all those who have become 
members and contributors; and especially the day-to-day, 
month-to-month Quorum crews who have supplied the 
ideas, the time, the patience, the physical effort and the 
good will to get us where we are today.   

We ask your help again.  Come to the annual meeting on 
the 23rd and be part of the new beginning. 

Thank you all for a wonderful seven years.   

Sincerely, Jeanne Dilworth 

GOALS FOR 2006 
The Brownstone Quorum has set five goals for the 
upcoming year. 

1. Raise the funds necessary to a construct permanent 
shelter for the restored brownstone arch. 

The Quorum is committed to providing the community-
selected shelter for the arch.  The design has been 
selected.  The location has been selected.  Last spring 
it appeared that funding would be available in the form 
of a $50,000 grant from State of Connecticut.  Bonding 
has not been approved to date, and conversations with 
State Representative James O’Rourke and State 
Senator Eileen Dailey, as well as correspondence 
between Quorum Arch Fund Chair Howard 
Rosenbaum and the office of Governor M. Jodi Rell 
indicate that there is very little likelihood that it will be 
approved.   

Therefore, the Quorum plans to embark on fundraising 
to get this project going in this calendar year.  Howard 
Rosenbaum will continue as Chair.  

2. Design a community park on the remaining 37 acres of 
created land abutting the Portland Brownstone 
Quarries National Historic Landmark. 

The Quorum has applied to the Rockfall Foundation for 
a $2500 grant to help fund a study of this site to 
determine any significant naturally-occurring and man-
made features which should be protected in the course 
of development.  When this study is complete, the 
Quorum will work with the Town of Portland to design a 
real   community park with all desired and appropriate 
features – gardens, recreational facilities, trails, etc. 
accessible to all. 

3. Continue sponsorship of the Portland Brownstone 
Festival. 

The Quorum will meet with a steering committee of 
representatives of several local groups, businesses 
and organizations to make general plans for the 
second Festival.  A meeting for all interested 
individuals and groups will be held on Monday, 
February 27th, 2006. 

4. Work with the Brownstone Immediate School on Park 
programs in 2006. 

In 2005, Quorum members served as docents to BIS 
students in map-reading and tree-identification projects 
as well as quarry studies.  Teachers and students 
expressed an interest in developing community service 
projects related to the quarries and Riverfront Park.  
The Quorum will follow-through with this. 

5. Continue to provide educational experiences for 
individuals, groups and the Town in general, through 
monthly meetings, special days, maps, guided tours, 
etc. 

A CHILDHOOD MEMORY by Bill Sanborn 
Many, many years ago, when I was growing up on Strongs 
Lane (today it’s called Strongs Avenue), my friends and I 
spent many hours wandering along the river and climbing 
on and into the rocks which we called the “Quarry Dump.”  
They were also called “Top Diggins.”  Now they’re called 
“The Riverfront.”  These rocks, of various sizes and 
shapes, are pieces of brownstone which were not useable 
for building blocks.  There were flaws in them which made 
them unacceptable. 

The quarry workers piled them on one another until they 
were what you see today.  But back then there was not a 
tree or bush anywhere on the whole area, only a few 
places where dirt settled and a few blades of grass 
sprouted.  From the top of the north end you could see all 
the way to the oil tanks with nothing to block your view.  
The rocks were piled on a very swampy area.  As a 
youngster, I used to spend a lot of time crawling in and 
under those rocks.  Of course, at that time I weighed less 
than 50 pounds and was short and thin.  We played hide 
and seek and cowboys and Indians and would run from 
one end to the other with no trouble.  We would also sit on 
the rocks at water level and catch eels from the river. 

There were many voids among the rocks and I would have 
to crawl like a snake in order to move deep within those 
caves.  If you have ever visited any large tourist attraction 
caverns and they turned the lights off, you couldn’t see 
your hand in front of your face.  You’d need a flashlight and 
a compass in order to find your way out.  That’s the way it 
was within those rocks.  If my mother knew what I was up 
to, she would have spanked me for a week. 

Those rocks are piled many feet high and several feet long.  
A small person could get lost within them.  I remember it as 
being very scary, but I did it anyway.  If I had had any 
sense back then I probably wouldn’t have even tried to 
explore the caves.  Today it is part of the Brownstone 
Quarry Historical site.  It is, and will always be, an asset to 
the town of Portland.  I hope it never changes.  

 

Editor’s note:  The Quorum welcomes anyone with “quarry 
stories” to tell to get in touch with Jeanne at 342-2260.  
This is important history we want to preserve. 
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The History of Portland, Part 27 
The Brownstone Quarries Part IV 

by William Van Beynum 
 

 

In the mid 1800s the old Hancock house in Boston was 
taken down, and the brownstone in it was found to be in 
almost as good condition as when it came from the local 
quarries in 1737. Thomas Hancock of Boston and “Thomas 
Johnson of Middletown in the County of Hartford and Colony 
of Connecticut in New England, Stone Cutter” signed a 
contract that year for which the quarryman was to receive 
three hundred pounds in goods as his work progressed. 

Up to 1884 the buildings built from local stone included 
the William H. Vanderbilt, Frederick Gallatin, and R. L. Stuart 
mansions on Fifth avenue in New York city; the George 
Pullman home in Chicago and numerous others. Stone for 
homes in San Francisco was quarried by the Middlesex 
Quarry company, some up to 18 tons apiece, and shipped by 
vessel to Newark, New Jersey, where they were dressed, 
carved, and shaped to fit into the particular building. The cut 
stone was then carefully boxed and sent to sea around the tip 
of South America, Cape Horn, and up the western coasts of 
the two continents to California. Columns 13 feet 2 inches 
high and 22 inches square were shipped this way, as were 
steps 23 feet long. 

One of the popular uses of brownstone was for grave 
stones. It is in this use that the right and wrong way to cut the 
stone is best demonstrated in its lasting qualities. Properly 
done the stone lasts indefinitely. Cut “against the grain” it 
flakes after many years, and carving becomes unreadable. 
One has only to look at some of the stones in the cemetery 
off Spring street, or the flaking brownstone fronts of some 
houses in New York to observe where the “penny was 
squeezed”. The grave yard opposite the Travelers Insurance 
company home office building in Hartford, behind the First 
Church of Christ in Hartford (Center Congregational), ceased 
to be used about 1800, as it was here that the founders and 
early residents of the town were buried. An association was 
organized in 1836 to “repair the waste of time and accident 
among the monuments erected as memorials “to their 
deceased ancestors. The work of the organization is 
described in the following words. “All the monuments were 
reset, in number about five hundred, and the tables (one such 
can be seen in Trinity cemetery here) - many of which had 
been suffered to fall-were rebuilt, supported by solid masonry, 
and when the monuments were broken they were repaired by 
being fastened with iron clamps. During the Revolutionary 
War, some use was made of Bolton stone (slate?): these had 
decayed somewhat in the ground. All or nearly all the marble 
monuments of 30 years standing, by effects of the climate 
and the weather, were very much decayed; the upper parts of 
them being decomposed and crumbling to pieces. It was 
found very difficult to repair such of them as were broken, as 
they were not strong enough to bear the force of drilling. A 
large proportion of the monuments were of Portland 
freestone. Some of these were over the graves of such as 
had been dead 190 years and were not in the least affected 
by the weather, nor had any of this description been injured 
by the seasons.” 

When this association got through repairing the damages 
in the cemetery in Hartford they installed an obeljsk “in 
connection with these repairs (which) is therefore wisely built 

of Portland stone, bearing the venerated names of the early 
settlers of Hartford.” The block of stone sent from Connecticut 
as this state’s contribution to the building of the Washington 
Monument in the nation’s capitol was of Portland brownstone, 
and was used in the structure. The soldier’s monument at the 
corner of Main and Bartlett is of native brownstone. The stone 
withstood the ravages of the great fires of Chicago, Boston 
and San Francisco. 

In 1871 Taylor and Strong built a planing mill at the lower 
end of town which they called the Valley Mills. In 1876 the 
plant was purchased by E. I. Bell who turned the operation 
into a flour and feed mill, with one run of stones, which had a 
capacity of grinding 500 bushels of corn and oats a day. On 
March 10 1884 one of Portland’s larger fires destroyed the 
mill. In spite of the fact that the quarries had been in 
operation for over two hundred years, no one had the 
enterprise to start a plan for cutting and finishing the rough 
stone to meet the desires of builders and architects. Mr. Bell 
saw this lack, and rather than rebuilding the flour mill turned 
to stone cutting. He built a mill which had a 35 horsepower 
steam engine, two gang saws, and a rubbing bed. In the 
beginning the plant served the stone yards of the larger cities 
in the country with sawed stone and mill work in general. 
Because this went so well a larger and second mill was built 
which was the largest stone working establishment in the 
United States at the time. A corporation was formed in 1891 
under the name of “The Connecticut Steam Brown Stone 
Company”. One of the company derricks connected with the 
Middlesex quarry. The traveling derrick could load the stone 
on a vessel of any size. The combined length of the two 
derricks was several hundred feet, and the larger one had a 
length of 680 feet and span of 60 feet with a hoisting capacity 
of 25 tons. It could travel at 300 feet a minute. By the time the 
corporation had been formed, diamond saws, and planers 
had been installed. Stone carvers had also been added to the 
staff. At the same time some 1, 300,000 cubic feet was taken 
from the ground annually, several locomotives were in use, 
and over 1200 men were employed digging and transporting 
the stone to the mill or to ships and the railroad. Because the 
stone was best when seasoned from at least three to nine 
months before being used, a great deal of the Conn. Steam 
Brown Stone property was used for storage yards, upwards 
of 800,000 cubic feet at a time. 

With the increasing use of cement about 1900, and the 
change in architectural styles from the Renaissance and 
Romanesque (referred to at one time as “petrified music”), 
the demand for the stone diminished. In 1896 the quarries of 
the Brainerd interests and the “new” Shaler and Hall concern 
were formed into the Brainerd, Shaler and Hall Quarry 
company. In 1906 they bought up the interests of the 
Middlesex Quarry company, and liquidated its assets. 
Eventually the remaining concern was purchased by A. 
Brazos & Sons, who operated it intermittently as demand 
required at least until 1941 when the addition to the Town 
Hall was completed. Most of the quarry hole is still owned by 
this family.               This article first appeared in  

The Portland Citizen, Vol. 1 No. 30, October 10, 1958 
Courtesy of the Portland Historical Society 
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THE BROWNSTONE FESTIVAL 
-A REAL ROCK PARTY 

 
It really was a rocking party!  The 
big complaint?  “There was so 
much to do and it was all so much 
fun you couldn’t take it all in!”  On 
September 17th, over forty 
organizations and individuals 
participated in presenting activities 
all along Main Street from one end 
to the other and down to the 
riverfront and quarry..  The big compliment?  “It was so 
much fun!  There was something for everyone!” 
 
The Town Green was packed with activities for the 

whole family.  Of course there was 
Youth Services Family Day with 
jumping inflatables and Juggles 
and Joy, and lots of games and 
prizes; and the Police Department 
with their Bike Road-E-O.  Pedal 
Power of Middletown cooperated 
with the Police by providing extra 
bikes for the Road-E-O as well as 
their bike “service station.”  And Dr. 

Mormile was there with helmets to make sure all riders 
were safe. 
 
The Friends of the 
Library held their 
mammoth book sale 
and library staff did 
a story time on the 
steps.  The MOMs 
Club had activities.  
Junior Women had 
a photo booth.  A huge tent housed the Quarryside 
Downtown Arts on the Green, while the Farmers Market 
was jammed with “farmers” and crafters – and 
customers. 
 

If you got hungry, Howard 
Schachter and his co-
workers from Edward Jones 
Investments were serving up 
hot dogs and soda.  The 
Cellar Savers had pop corn 
and ice cream for sale and 
they also had the “hit” of the 

show – rides on two antique fire engines from the Green 
up Main Street to the Fire Museum and the Historical 
Society Museum and back. 
 
You could have a health check at the Portland Visiting 
Nurse Association and take square dance lessons with 

the Girl Scouts at 
the Brownstone 
Intermediate 
School, where 
you could also 
examine a 
marvelous 
display of 
antique cars and 
fire engines in 
the BIS parking lot.  Jeff Kelsey and his family ran a 
two-hay rig shuttle service from BIS down to the 
quarries where live music played all day.  Mike 
Troderman’s very popular jazz group was in fine 

form and Ed 
Dunham picked it 
up with disc jockey 
program.  As 
always, Dave 
Kuzminski set up 
the sound system. 
 
The quarry lake 
was dotted with 

colorful canoes as the BQ Paddlers gave rides to all 
comers – they were so busy, they kept going from 
11:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Buddy Hernandez piloted the 
flat-bottomed boat provided by Bob Wildermuth to 
serve those anxious about a tippy-canoe.  The 
Portland Dive Team cooperated with the Hayes 
brothers, principals 
of the Brownstone 
Exploration and 
Discovery Park in 
a display of dive 
equipment and of 
the Hayes’ plans 
for the water park 
to open next 
spring.    
 
For a week the weather service had been wavering 
between a hurricane for Saturday – or maybe not.  

As late as Friday the 
hurricane threat 
loomed over the 
Festival.  But the 17th 
dawned a clear, 
beautiful, but 
unbelievably hot day.  
At the quarry, we 
thanked our lucky 

stars for  80 Licks Ice Cream.  It was in great 
demand.  Many of us tried all flavors – at least once.  
Water and soda were popular, too.  The Quorum 
Café sold out of their famous sandwiches.  The 
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Hemlock Grange made a huge dent in the cartons of 
jams, jellies and 
relishes they were 
selling to fund Grange 
charities.  Bears, Hares 
and Friends sold 
delicious Kettle Korn in 
bags little and big. 
 
Hot as it was, several 
people took part in the 
two riverfront walks led by John LeShane at 11:00 AM 
and 5:00 PM.  The five o’clock walk took off in sunshine, 
but ended in a drenching rain.  Fortunately the walkers 
were a hardy group and maybe even enjoyed the 
“shower.” 
 
The threat of a hurricane caused a few groups to opt 

out, but Mike 
Giuliano and Lance 
Crouch were there 
by the WPA wall with 
a demonstration of 
brownstone carving.  
Dr. Allen Silberstein 
was on vacation, but 
he loaned the 
Quorum five pieces 

of his sculpture for the display overlooking the quarry 
lake.  These sculptures, formed out of heavy salvage 
metal were well sited by the WPA wall.  The blue of the 
water was a perfect 
background, the rugged 
sculpture a perfect foil for the 
rugged quarry walls.  (We 
just got the Silberstein 
sculptures back home to 
William Street when the sun 
disappeared, the clouds 
opened up and the rains 
poured down.) 

 
The hayriders got a special 

treat as they rode up the 
riverfront trail on the way back 
to Main Street.  Sue Fiedler 
had set up information stations 
along the way and manned the 
one at the upper end of the 
park to show people some of 
the work planned for the 
riverfront property.   
 
Back on Main Street, Trinity 
Church opened its doors for 
tours of this historic 

brownstone church which was nearing completion of 
restoration work.  They also provided tours of the 
church burial ground.  This cemetery is the final 
resting place for most of the ancient graves moved 
from their original site on quarry lands when the 
quarries expanded.  The Trinity parishioners 
provided refreshments that were more than 
welcomed in the heat. 
 
A 
brownstone 
themed 
flower 
show, co-
sponsored 
by the 
combined 
Portland 
garden clubs, filled the Trinity chapel and provided 
visitors with a moment of peace, quiet and beauty. 
 
The fire engine shuttle up and down Main Street 

continued all day.  The 
Cellar Savers Fire 
Museum was very 
popular as was the 
Callander Museum of 
Portland History.  
Historical Society 
President Regina 
Woltmann said they 

were busy all day with most people arriving by car, 
but several walking up Main Street. 
 
Two other happenings took in the whole Festival.  
One was the 
letterboxing course 
laid out by Jean 
Barresi which had 
“discoveries” 
throughout the Main 
Street and 
Quarry/Riverfront 
area.  The other was 
the visits by the Plein Air artists who began at the 
quarry early in the morning and finished up in various 



Page 6 The Quorum Review Winter 2006 
 

spots as the light waned. 

Our first Brownstone Festival was a success – one that 
will be hard to duplicate.  But we are going to try.  
Planning for the second of what we hope will be an 
annual event, will begin in February.  Watch the paper 
and come to join the fun.  At least a hundred-sixty 
people were involved in the September 17th activities.  It 
was a lot of work, but because a lot of people helped, it 
was not a burden.  It was fun for the workers as well as 
for the visitors.                                                                                                                                                                          

THE ANNUAL MEETING 
The Brownstone Quorum will hold its annual meeting on 
Monday, January 23rd   at 7:00 PM in the Mary Flood 
room at the Portland Library. 

After a brief business meeting, which will include the 
election of new officers, the Quorum will present two 
outstanding speakers who will share their experiences 
in park design, building and maintenance. 

As mentioned earlier, the Quorum role in the 
quarry/riverfront park development changed when the 
Town signed a lease agreement for the quarry portion 
of the project with the Brownstone Exploration and 
Discovery Park, L.L.C.   

The Quorum will be discussing its new role with the 
Board of Selectmen on January 25th,  but we hope to 
learn and benefit from the experience and expertise of 
our guest speakers, Elaine Banks, who researched and 
restored the gardens and grounds of the Wadsworth 
Estate for the City of Middletown, and Adam Moore, the 
Executive Director of the Connecticut Forest and Park 
Association, also of Middletown. 

THE ROCKFALL GRANT 
Sue Fiedler has applied to the Rockfall Foundation of 
Middletown for a grant to help the Quorum fund a study 
of the industrial artifacts on the Brownstone Riverfront 
Park site. 

Sue, a licensed landscape architect, and the creator of 
all the maps the Quorum provides, has done extensive 
mapping of this site and has discovered several areas 
she believes are historically significant.  Before any 
further development of the park occurs, the Quorum 
wants all of this property examined by an industrial 

archaeologist. 

 

The parkland stretches along the river from the north 
end of the quarry to the western end of Coe Avenue.  
Sue believes that the ridge line along the eastern 
border of the site marks the northern end of the 
ancient brownstone deposits.  If so, this needs to be 
charted on Connecticut State Geological maps. 

The land mass west of the ridge line (often referred 
to as the “escarpment”), is comprised of rubble from 
the quarrying operations after the development of Eli 
Bell’s process for cutting stone at the quarry to 
architect specification before shipping it, installation-
ready, to the construction site.  Whereas, before 
Bell’s process was used, relatively little waste rock 
was accumulated, after the process began, waste 
stone piled up.  Land around the quarries was almost 
as scarce then as it is today and the stone had to be 
moved.  In winter, the problem of this gathering 
waste was solved by hauling the rock to the river 
where it was deposited on the ice over a river 
sandbar.  Spring came, the ice melted and the rock 
dropped to the sandbar.  With each passing year, the 
deposits grew, a jumble of irregular blocks of 
brownstone, piled helter-skelter upon one another. 

This jumble has a story to tell and Sue wants to read 
that story.  Her grant requests funding to hire the 
services of an industrial archaeologist who has the 
skill to translate the story into language we can all 
understand.  Sue will work with the archaeologist 
and together they will bring this valuable information 
to the Town and to the State.. 

The grant request is for $2500 with the Quorum 
committing an equivalent sum to the project. 

THE PORTLAND FAIR 
The Quorum was at the Fair 
and we were busy, all that 
rain not withstanding.  Our 
display this year focused on 
the future.  Frank Hayes of 
the Brownstone Exploration 
and Discovery Park was with 
us and shared his group’s 
plans.  People were very 
interested.  But they were 
equally interested in the 
Quorum’s efforts regarding the riverfront land.  We 
worked right through the rain, even past the noon fair 
closing, because people, drippy wet, kept coming in.  
(NOTE:  Does anyone remember when the 
fairgrounds have been constantly flooded from the 
fair days through January?) 

  

Meetings:  
The Brownstone Quorum meets at 7pm on the 
fourth Monday of every month at the Portland 
Library, the public is always welcome to attend. 
Special Programs and work parties are announced 
in the Rivereast News Bulletin.   

Web: www.BrownstoneQuorum.Org 
Email: BrownstoneQuorum@Yahoo.Com 
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BROWNSTONE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL FIELD 
TRIP 
 
Members of the Quorum enjoyed a second day of 
activity with the BIS students in October.  This time, 
teachers brought the students down the old Middlesex 
Avenue path to the WPA wall for a “What do you 
know?  What do you want to know?” session about the 
quarries. 
 
Mostly, the students wanted to know if there were 
really dead bodies in the quarry.  Of course, we said 
“NO!”  But John LeShane stirred things up with his 
story about the       “Great White Stallion.”  Ask one of 
the BIS kids about that.  Or ask John.  Or maybe ask 
John Dillon.  Hint – It’s about a great white raft. 
 
We did get down to some serious learning, but that 
stallion did liven things up.  
 
 The Quorum enjoys its sessions with school kids from 
both Gildersleeve and Brownstone schools. We look 

forward to more of them and to working with BIS on a 
community service project at the riverfront. 
 
BROWNSTONE EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY 
PARK  
 
We hoped to have an update on the Park plan, but 
outside of the fact that Frank Hayes tells me that it’s 
going “gangbusters,” we don’t have anything else to 
report, except that they are already scheduling dive 
days – the first is Saturday, January 14th from 8:00 
AM to 4:00 PM.  But you won’t get that invitation till 
after the event. 
 
CORRECTION 
 
In the July issue we reported that Joanne Luppi 
identified the floribunda rose as an invasive.  Joanne 
called to correct that.  It is the multiflora that is 
invasive.  Sorry, Joanne.  Sorry, floribunda. 

 

Quorum Membership 
 

Now is the time to renew your Quorum membership.  
We have enclosed a  self-addressed envelope for your 
use.  Annual Dues are $10.00 per person per calendar 
year. All monies received by the Quorum are tax 
deductible and spent only on Quarry and Riverfront 

Park improvements or public education relating to 
the park.  
 
If you have any questions about membership, please 
call Romanie Gussenhoven at 342-7237.  
 

Quorum Calendar 
All Quorum meetings are held on the fourth Monday of each month at the Mary Flood Room at the Portland Library.   

They begin at 7:00 PM and are open to all. 
 

January  
 
23: 7-9pm Brownstone Quorum Annual Meeting, 

Portland Library 
28: 9-noon Saturday Work Day 
 Quarry/Riverfront 
February  
 
5: 2PM-4PM Museum of Portland History 
 492 Main Street 
25: 9-noon Saturday Work Day 
 Quarry/Riverfront 
27: 7-9pm Brownstone Quorum Regular Meeting, 

Town-wide Festival  Planning, Portland Library 

March 
 
5: 2PM-4PM Museum of Portland History 
 492 Main Street 
25: 9-noon Saturday Work Day 
 Quarry/Riverfront 
27: 7-9pm Brownstone Quorum Regular Monthly 

Meeting Portland Library 
April 
 
2: 2PM-4PM Museum of Portland History 
 492 Main Street 
24: 7-9pm Brownstone Quorum Regular Meeting, 

Portland Library 

 
Quarry/Riverfront Workdays  
 

Quarry/Riverfront Workdays: trail work, brush cutting, bittersweet removal, side hilling. Wear heavy shoes, workpants, gloves, 
and bring loppers small saws, clippers. etc. Call John LeShane at 342-0658 for further information. 

 
Newsletter: Jeanne Dilworth & Bob McDougall 
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