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Brownstone Quorum Annual Meeting

Mark your calendars for January 24, 2011 and please join us
for the Brownstone Quorum’s Annual Meeting. While we may
call it a meeting, it promises to be a rewarding, informative and
educational experience for all who attend.
First, we’ll take a moment to
dispense of some official business including election of 2011
officers and presenting a few
awards. This will follow with
a presentation and question &
answer period with our guest
speaker, John Monroe.

Icicles cascade down the south walls of the quarries at the Brownstone Exploration and Discovery Park. Look closely and you can see
one of the zip lines glistening in the afternoon sun.

John is the Director of Connecticut projects for the Rivers & Trails Program of the
National Park Service. Based
in Boston, John has been with
the National Park Service since
1991. He provides expertise
John Monroe
to non-profits, local governments and citizen groups to help them turn good ideas into
tangible results related to conservation and recreation. He has
worked on Lake Champlain Bikeways, Rhode Island Blueways,
the Shoreline Greenway Trail and more than 40 other local
projects in New England. Restored riverfronts, like our own
Portland Riverfront Park on Brownstone Avenue, are high on

“Nature is man’s teacher. She unfolds her treasures to
his search, unseals his eye, illumes his mind, and purifies
his heart; an influence breathes from all the sights and
sounds of her existence. ~Alfred Billings Street
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BQ Calendar :
Mon., January 24 ........... Annual Meeting with Special Guest
Speaker John Monroe
Sat., February 5 .............. Work Party at Portland Riverfront Park*
Mon., February 7 ........... Executive Committee Mtg. – Senior Ctr.
Sat., March 5 .................. Work Party at Portland Riverfront Park*
Mon., March 7 ............... Executive Committee Mtg. – Senior Ctr.
Sun., March 20 .............. First Day of Spring!
Sat., April 2 .................... Work Party at Portland Riverfront Park*
Mon., April 4.................. Executive Committee Mtg. – Senior Ctr.
Fri., April 22 ................... Earth Day
Fri., April 29 ................... Arbor Day

Annual Meeting:
Monday, January 24, 2011
7pm @ Portland Library
in the Mary Flood Room

The public is invited to any of our meetings or work parties.
We welcome your involvement and greatly appreciate your help!
*All work parties are weather permitting.
Winter 2011

January 08, 2010
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President’s Message:
2010 was an eventful year for the Brownstone Quorum and one of the
most transformative years for the Riverfront Park to date. We continued
our efforts to further develop the usage areas at the Riverfront Park and
continued to see growth regarding our collaboration with Portland Park
and Recreation. Thanks to the hard work of our volunteers and the
tremendous support of the town 2010 was a great success.
At the beginning of 2010 we established three main goals for the park.
These were to develop a new access road and have a new entrance to the
park in place for the summer of 2010, install a gate and parking area
at the riverfront area, and to establish a process for consistent maintenance of riverfront area to ensure that the grass is maintained and
that the area remains inviting for public use. All three goals were met.
With the support of the Portland Public Works the new access road,
parking area, and walkway have been installed. We were fortunate to
receive generous donations of materials for the access road and parking
Continued on page 2
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his list of conservation and recreation priorities.
John began his career wih the Charles River Watershed Association and QLF/Atlantic Center for the Environment. He
earned a Masters of Regional Planning from Pennsylvania State
University and a Bachelors in Government from St. Lawrence
University.
Since 2002, he has also provided free-lance facilition
services to National Main Street communiies. His company is
called Greenleaf Partners. You can visit his web site at www.
JohnMonroe.net.
John was also instrumental in helping the Town of Portland
and the original Brownstone Quorum members with their initial plans for the development of the quarries and the creation
of the Portland Brownstone Quarries National Landmark. He
will now offer his own ideas, and listen to ours, as he provides
insight that will help us pave the way to a spectacular riverfront
park that all can enjoy.
The “meeting” will take place on January 24 at 7:00 PM in the
Mary Flood Room at the Portland Library on Freestone Avenue. Please make time to join us and find out more about Portland’s own “Gem on the River.” The Brownstone Quorum has
big plans for the park this year and we can’t wait to hear what
John will add to our “to do” list! We hope to see you there!
Drinks and refreshments will be provided.

2010 at a Glance...

As we look forward to the new year, we want to acknowledge
the accomplishments of 2010 and those who were instrumental in making it all happen. Incredible progress was made
over the last year at Portland Riverfront Park! Take a look...
Portland Town Maintenance Department:
• Completed the roadwork connection between Middlesex
Avenue Extension and Brownstone Avenue
• Installed a sidewalk with a split rail fence along Brownstone Avenue, adjacent to the park
• Created a new parking area at the end of Middlesex
Avenue, overlooking the park
• Installed drainage system from the roadway
• Installed a new pedestrian entrance, a gravel path, from
the road to the park entrance
• Installed a gravel driveway and parking area
• Cleared and landscaped the slope adjacent to the path
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President’s letter, continued

area from Butler Construction, which greatly reduced the cost of the
project. In addition to the walkway, the Brownstone Quorum planted
over 60 trees, shrubs and other plantings to make the entrance to the
park more inviting. Once again, we were fortunate to receive a donation, this time in the form of 66 trees and shrubs from Kogut Nurseries.
The second main goal that was accomplished was the installation of
a 16’ gate at the entrance to the park which now provides an additional measure of security at the park. The last of our main goals was to
establish a maintenance plan for the park. We are fortunate to have
John LeShane, who tirelessly works to maintain the trails at the park.
New this past year, however, was a program to maintain the main
usage area at the park. One of our volunteers, Steve Klick, stepped up
and agreed to cut and maintain the grass at the main usage and parking areas. The park was in great shape all summer and we consistently
saw families enjoying the riverfront picnic area and trails.
Another success is the continued development of the collaboration
with Park and Recreation of the development of the park. Our goal has
been to have Park and Recreation take over event programming for the
park and for the Brownstone Quorum to focus on the development and
maintenance of the park. To that end, 2010 marked another first with
the Town Picnic sponsored by Parks and Recreation at the riverfront.
We had a great day and look forward to seeing you there in 2011. Please
plan to visit the park in the spring and enjoy a picnic by the river. Our
hope is that this area will be used for an increasing array of town-wide
events in the coming years.
One of the most exciting developments of 2010 was the award of a
STEAP (Small Town Economic Assistance Program) grant to Portland
for additional development in the park. This grant will enable us to
install a picnic pavilion, electricity, lighting, and hopefully bathroom
facilities. Final design plans are currently in development and we hope
to get construction completed so that the facilities would be open for use
in the summer of 2012.
2010 was a solid year for Brownstone Quorum membership. Despite
a difficult economy, we have over 170 paid memberships. However, we
hope and need to grow membership in 2011. Simply stated, we need
your support. Strong support from the community is crucial to the
continued development and maintenance of our Riverfront Park. It
is important to note support comes in many forms, with some able
to give time and others able to support our efforts through financial
support. Both are critical to our success. If you are a member and have
not yet paid your 2011 dues, please take the time to do so in the self
addressed envelope we have provided. Better yet, bring your renewal to the
meeting on Monday! Your continued support is greatly appreciated.
Thank you.
We look forward to continued momentum in 2011 and are confident
that with your continued support we will be successful. We look forward to seeing you at the Riverfront Park, one of our quorum events,
work parties, or meetings soon.
Jim Tripp

President
Brownstone Quorum, Inc.

“To me a lush carpet of pine needles or
spongy grass is more welcome than the
most luxurious Persian rug.” ~Helen Keller
Winter 2011

A Gift

day, a crew of a dozen or so – volunteers all – showed up to do
the planting.
Eunice Wiseman had driven me up to the new gate to the All of that overwhelmed me. I was so impressed. And then
Portland Riverfront Park. I had been away for a year and had another magical thing happened.
In a ditch, near the foot of the hill by Susy’s wall, I saw a large
not seen what had been accomplished in that time.
The drive in to the gate had been over clean gravel, neatly black cat. It was moving in and out and around the ditch as
spread. It had been a rutted, pot-holed mud path when I had if looking for something. But the cat seemed strange to me
last done parking duty for the 2009 Festival. The gate was somehow. I could not get a good look at it until it came over
new, straight and square without a single car dent or a rusty, the mound of the ditch and turned to look at us. It was black
dangling hinge. That in itself was a marvel. But then I looked and sleek. Its ears were sharp and strangely angled from its
around. Bart Barresi’s information kiosk, so long left leaning head. The eyes, as it stopped to stare at Eunice and me, were
against the brush by Susy’s wall, was installed to the right of the large and golden. Its body, long, supple and sinuous.
A cat? No, not a cat. A fisher cat, a rodent I had heard about
gate. It displayed Sue Fiedler’s newest site map of the park.
but never seen. Later, a check in the dictionary confirmed my
That was only the beginning.
Ahead of me was an expanse of lush green lawn, freshly mowed identification.
and neatly trimmed around trees and strategically-placed The fisher has joined my list of denizens of the park – coyotes,
brownstone boulders. Eunice told me that the Quorum had foxes, deer, muskrats, rabbits, shrews, mice, birds of all kinds,
not only cleared, planted, seeded and fertilized it, but now was including bald eagles, butterflies, bees, mosquitoes, bugs
maintaining it. Steve Klick mows it every week. Tom Brans- beyond mention. The list goes on. Remember the bear that
crossed the river from Portland to north Middletown a few
field does the trimming. It looks so peaceful and inviting.
years ago? I’m sure he took a nap in our park. On one of my
There was more.
New trees and shrubs – 66 of them in all – had been planted walks at that time, I saw dark brown/black – very coarse hair
around the area leading to the entrance gate. Sue Fiedler had – caught on the rough edges of rocks that formed one of the
stone bowls that dot the
created a landscape dearea of the down side of
sign and Kogut nurserthe Laughing Frog trail.
ies of Meriden had doI’m sure they belonged
nated the plants. (As a
to the wandering bear.
side note, when Kogut
Eunice took me home. I
began clearing and
took the memory of the
fencing the land behind
beautiful park with me.
her house and other
I thought of all the peoMain Street properties,
ple who have worked to
Nan Zimmer spoke to
make this haven a realBrian Kogut and sugity. That list is long and
gested that as a “good
goes way back. Some
neighbor” he just might
day, perhaps, I will be
like to help the Quoable to make that list.
rum in their work at
But in the meantime,
the riverfront. Nan was
I say a quiet prayer of
hoping for some heavy
gratitude to each and
duty help like removing Fresh snow surrounds the new sign pointing park-goers to the park’s entrance.
every one of them for
some trees, relocating
having given me – and
some boulders and coneveryone
else
who
takes
a
moment
to
visit the park – peace,
touring the land. What she got for us was a delivery of 66 trees
comfort,
joy.
and shrubs – and beauty we hadn’t dreamed of.)
Those trees and shrubs had not planted themselves, however.
Looking for new members and member renewals!
On a very rainy Friday evening in late September, Jim Tripp,
Please fill out this form and mail it with your check to: The Brownstone
Quorum, Inc., PO Box 402, Portland, CT 06480 All Memberships are for
Tom Bransfield, Frank Winiski, Steve Klick, Mike Susca,
2011 calendar year. Your information will not be sold and is for BQ use only.
Howard Rosenbaum and Sue Fiedler worked until dark laying out the design and preparing the planting beds. On SaturCircle One: Individual: $10
Family: $25
Business: $25

By Jeanne Dilworth

“Oh, it’s so beautiful! So incredibly beautiful!” I exclaimed.

Above: Quorum Members Jim
Tripp, Mike Susca and Steve
Klick cut and stack wood from
a dead tree near the main field,
improving views of the Connecticut River.
Right: Steve Klick cuts a
fallen tree at the base of the
embankment, right near the
water’s edge.

2010 At A Glance, continued

Hayes Brothers/Brownstone Exploration Park:
• Moved their trailer from the entrance area to its new
location, adjacent to the quarry, near the big slide
• Cleaned the parking area at the entrance to the park
• Raked and seeded the slope

BQ Crew:
• Installed a park entry sign on Brownstone Avenue
• Moved the interpretive sign to the new entrance to the park
• Installed a metal gate at the new park entrance
• Weeded/mulched the flagpole area near the quarry
• Cleared fallen trees, trash, weeds and brush from the new
slope and park area
• Cleared a permanent area for a porta-potty for 2011
• Planted 66 trees and shrubs donated by Kogut Nursery
adjacent to the walkway/drainage areas
• Put a maintenance schedule in place: Steve Klick cuts the
grass in the field, main paths and trail entrances on a
weekly basis
• Removed poison ivy and invasive plants
• Participated in the townwide tag sale, raising over $1500
• Cleared more of the riverside embankment, creating more
vistas for viewing the river
• Planted rose bushes donated by Wheeler Farms under the
interpretive sign
• Cleared a major portion of the area designated for
placement of the park pavilion, while maintaining a
natural buffer to the Big Pine Trail
Many thanks to everyone who has helped to create a beautiful park and entry area. We have big plans for 2011, too!
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“If the sight of the blue skies fills you with joy, if a blade
of grass springing up in the fields has power to move you,
if the simple things of nature have a message that you
understand, rejoice, for your soul is alive.” ~Eleonora Duse
Winter 2011
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area from Butler Construction, which greatly reduced the cost of the
project. In addition to the walkway, the Brownstone Quorum planted
over 60 trees, shrubs and other plantings to make the entrance to the
park more inviting. Once again, we were fortunate to receive a donation, this time in the form of 66 trees and shrubs from Kogut Nurseries.
The second main goal that was accomplished was the installation of
a 16’ gate at the entrance to the park which now provides an additional measure of security at the park. The last of our main goals was to
establish a maintenance plan for the park. We are fortunate to have
John LeShane, who tirelessly works to maintain the trails at the park.
New this past year, however, was a program to maintain the main
usage area at the park. One of our volunteers, Steve Klick, stepped up
and agreed to cut and maintain the grass at the main usage and parking areas. The park was in great shape all summer and we consistently
saw families enjoying the riverfront picnic area and trails.
Another success is the continued development of the collaboration
with Park and Recreation of the development of the park. Our goal has
been to have Park and Recreation take over event programming for the
park and for the Brownstone Quorum to focus on the development and
maintenance of the park. To that end, 2010 marked another first with
the Town Picnic sponsored by Parks and Recreation at the riverfront.
We had a great day and look forward to seeing you there in 2011. Please
plan to visit the park in the spring and enjoy a picnic by the river. Our
hope is that this area will be used for an increasing array of town-wide
events in the coming years.
One of the most exciting developments of 2010 was the award of a
STEAP (Small Town Economic Assistance Program) grant to Portland
for additional development in the park. This grant will enable us to
install a picnic pavilion, electricity, lighting, and hopefully bathroom
facilities. Final design plans are currently in development and we hope
to get construction completed so that the facilities would be open for use
in the summer of 2012.
2010 was a solid year for Brownstone Quorum membership. Despite
a difficult economy, we have over 170 paid memberships. However, we
hope and need to grow membership in 2011. Simply stated, we need
your support. Strong support from the community is crucial to the
continued development and maintenance of our Riverfront Park. It
is important to note support comes in many forms, with some able
to give time and others able to support our efforts through financial
support. Both are critical to our success. If you are a member and have
not yet paid your 2011 dues, please take the time to do so in the self
addressed envelope we have provided. Better yet, bring your renewal to the
meeting on Monday! Your continued support is greatly appreciated.
Thank you.
We look forward to continued momentum in 2011 and are confident
that with your continued support we will be successful. We look forward to seeing you at the Riverfront Park, one of our quorum events,
work parties, or meetings soon.
Jim Tripp

President
Brownstone Quorum, Inc.

“To me a lush carpet of pine needles or
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2010 At A Glance, continued

Hayes Brothers/Brownstone Exploration Park:
• Moved their trailer from the entrance area to its new
location, adjacent to the quarry, near the big slide
• Cleaned the parking area at the entrance to the park
• Raked and seeded the slope

BQ Crew:
• Installed a park entry sign on Brownstone Avenue
• Moved the interpretive sign to the new entrance to the park
• Installed a metal gate at the new park entrance
• Weeded/mulched the flagpole area near the quarry
• Cleared fallen trees, trash, weeds and brush from the new
slope and park area
• Cleared a permanent area for a porta-potty for 2011
• Planted 66 trees and shrubs donated by Kogut Nursery
adjacent to the walkway/drainage areas
• Put a maintenance schedule in place: Steve Klick cuts the
grass in the field, main paths and trail entrances on a
weekly basis
• Removed poison ivy and invasive plants
• Participated in the townwide tag sale, raising over $1500
• Cleared more of the riverside embankment, creating more
vistas for viewing the river
• Planted rose bushes donated by Wheeler Farms under the
interpretive sign
• Cleared a major portion of the area designated for
placement of the park pavilion, while maintaining a
natural buffer to the Big Pine Trail
Many thanks to everyone who has helped to create a beautiful park and entry area. We have big plans for 2011, too!
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Icicles cascade down the south walls of the quarries at the Brownstone Exploration and Discovery Park. Look closely and you can see
one of the zip lines glistening in the afternoon sun.

John is the Director of Connecticut projects for the Rivers & Trails Program of the
National Park Service. Based
in Boston, John has been with
the National Park Service since
1991. He provides expertise
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to non-profits, local governments and citizen groups to help them turn good ideas into
tangible results related to conservation and recreation. He has
worked on Lake Champlain Bikeways, Rhode Island Blueways,
the Shoreline Greenway Trail and more than 40 other local
projects in New England. Restored riverfronts, like our own
Portland Riverfront Park on Brownstone Avenue, are high on
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Sat., February 5 .............. Work Party at Portland Riverfront Park*
Mon., February 7 ........... Executive Committee Mtg. – Senior Ctr.
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President’s Message:
2010 was an eventful year for the Brownstone Quorum and one of the
most transformative years for the Riverfront Park to date. We continued
our efforts to further develop the usage areas at the Riverfront Park and
continued to see growth regarding our collaboration with Portland Park
and Recreation. Thanks to the hard work of our volunteers and the
tremendous support of the town 2010 was a great success.
At the beginning of 2010 we established three main goals for the park.
These were to develop a new access road and have a new entrance to the
park in place for the summer of 2010, install a gate and parking area
at the riverfront area, and to establish a process for consistent maintenance of riverfront area to ensure that the grass is maintained and
that the area remains inviting for public use. All three goals were met.
With the support of the Portland Public Works the new access road,
parking area, and walkway have been installed. We were fortunate to
receive generous donations of materials for the access road and parking
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his list of conservation and recreation priorities.
John began his career wih the Charles River Watershed Association and QLF/Atlantic Center for the Environment. He
earned a Masters of Regional Planning from Pennsylvania State
University and a Bachelors in Government from St. Lawrence
University.
Since 2002, he has also provided free-lance facilition
services to National Main Street communiies. His company is
called Greenleaf Partners. You can visit his web site at www.
JohnMonroe.net.
John was also instrumental in helping the Town of Portland
and the original Brownstone Quorum members with their initial plans for the development of the quarries and the creation
of the Portland Brownstone Quarries National Landmark. He
will now offer his own ideas, and listen to ours, as he provides
insight that will help us pave the way to a spectacular riverfront
park that all can enjoy.
The “meeting” will take place on January 24 at 7:00 PM in the
Mary Flood Room at the Portland Library on Freestone Avenue. Please make time to join us and find out more about Portland’s own “Gem on the River.” The Brownstone Quorum has
big plans for the park this year and we can’t wait to hear what
John will add to our “to do” list! We hope to see you there!
Drinks and refreshments will be provided.

2010 at a Glance...

As we look forward to the new year, we want to acknowledge
the accomplishments of 2010 and those who were instrumental in making it all happen. Incredible progress was made
over the last year at Portland Riverfront Park! Take a look...
Portland Town Maintenance Department:
• Completed the roadwork connection between Middlesex
Avenue Extension and Brownstone Avenue
• Installed a sidewalk with a split rail fence along Brownstone Avenue, adjacent to the park
• Created a new parking area at the end of Middlesex
Avenue, overlooking the park
• Installed drainage system from the roadway
• Installed a new pedestrian entrance, a gravel path, from
the road to the park entrance
• Installed a gravel driveway and parking area
• Cleared and landscaped the slope adjacent to the path
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