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A Message from the President
May 2016
We should all be proud of the progress made in 2015. It was one of the most
significant years for development at Portland Riverfront Park. All the work
at the park last year, did provide some challenges with respect to events at
the park and maintenance of the facility.
The most significant impact was to the summer concert series. Given the significant construction work ongoing at the park, we relocated last summer’s
concerts to the town green. They went off without a hitch and an estimated
1100 people attended the program throughout the summer. The disruption
also complicated performing the maintenance programs established over
the last several years, but this too was worked through and the open usage
areas at the park have been in terrific condition since. It was heartening to
see patrons both enjoying the park and excited for the new improvements
to come online. While rentals of the pavilion were suspended during the
construction phase, they were back this summer, with a full calendar of
rentals using the pavilion and facilities.
Finally, the Quorum hosted the third annual Haunted Halloween Trail Walk.
Due to the construction and new layout of the park, we reconfigured the
trail and, thanks to the hard work of many, the event was a huge success.
Over 500 people attended and patrons and volunteers alike had a great
time. We look forward to another great Halloween walk next month, and
hope you can join us with your family!
For several years I have extolled the virtues of the strong partnership between the Quorum, Parks and Recreation, and the Town of Portland. This partnership continues to be a critical factor in our collective
success at the Riverfront Park. The latest development at the park was a
multi-year project, which began in 2013 with the development of a plan,
through the grant process in 2014, and ultimately through implementation
in 2015. Now, with the addition of bathrooms, a band shell over the stage
area, and fill and grading which effectively doubled the field usage area, we
have had a great year in 2016 at Riverfront Park. There was a tremendous
amount of work accomplished at the park in 2015 we thank our town leadership as well as the Planning, Public Works, and Park and Recreation departments for their partnership.
We have another challenging year ahead of us. The strong support we receive from the community is critical to the continued development and programming at our Riverfront Park. We ask that you will continue to support
the Brownstone Quorum in 2016 and 2017. Please take a moment to renew
your membership, using the self-addressed envelope we have provided. It
is very important that we continue to grow our membership to ensure we
have both the volunteer support and financial support necessary to continue
programming, as well development of additional amenities at the park.
2016 has been and continues to be a busy year at the park. On May 14th we
had our inaugural Folk Festival at the park. The concert series was back at
the Riverfront Park this year, and was a huge success, drawing large crowds
that spread throughout the new field area. Finally, the Haunted Trail Walk
will be back in October, culminating another great year at Portland Riverfront Park.
			

			

Jim Tripp
President
Brownstone Quorum, Inc.
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Eagle Scout Project
adds a new Feature
to Portland Riverfront Park
Portland is home to many gifted
and generous scouts, several of
whom go on to complete their
Eagle Scout requirements
and community projects. The
Quorum and Portland Riverfront Park are the beneficiaries
of such an Eagle project.
Chris Dinnis of Portland Troop 2 embarked on his
Eagle project this spring and constructed a regulation size 60’ x 30’ sand volleyball pit. It is located
near the pavilion and will be available to anyone
renting the facility for events. At any other time, it
will be open for public use. The new pit is a great
asset to both the park and the rental facility.
Initially, a 40’ x 70’ area was cleared of invasive vegetation, revealing a level area and yet another fabulous brownstone block. Boards were then put in
place to mark the outer perimeter of the court. The
net and poles were erected and the court was filled
with sand, making it ready to go.

Carol Winiski was the recipient of the Wayne Andrus award this year at
the Quorum’s annual Meeting and Presentation. Carol has worked tirelessly for the Brownstone Quorum, planning and organizing events at the
park, that benefit the Quorum and the community.
The award is given each year to an individual for significant contribution in the areas of leadership, education, vision and organization while
promoting the protection and preservation of the Portland Brownstone
Quarries and Portland Riverfront Park for future generations. With
Carol are Jim Tripp (L), and Cindy Andrus (R), and President and
Vice-President, respectively, of the Brownstone Quorum.

park News
Portland
Riverfront Park

During the year 2015, the Brownstone Quorum and the
Town of Portland saw major changes to Portland Riverfront Park, as the work for the final phase of improvements was completed.
The wooded area between the Brownstone Stage and the
pavilion was cleared and leveled; with the installation of
power, water and sewer lines to the designated area of the
new restroom facility. Underground power lines were also
extended to the stage area in preparation of the work to
begin there.
The park stage area was reconstructed with the addition
of a band shell cover and a concrete floor, which replaced
the original open air stage with a gravel floor. The stage
will soon be finished with the installation of energy-efficient interior and exterior lighting.
Following the work on the stage area, the new restroom

facility was installed in the prepared area between the
stage and pavilion. It will be available seasonally, during
the warmer months when town events and park rentals
take place.
The warm fall months last year allowed for extensive
finish landscaping of the area; with topsoil grading, grass
seeding, and plantings of ornamental shrubs and trees.
Brownstone Quorum members repaired park benches
and picnic tables that had been damaged due to vandalism. Unfortunately, this destructive behavior also became
evident in many areas that were found spray painted with
graffiti during the construction months.

The 1st Annual
Portland Old Time
Music and Arts Festival
This year The Brownstone Quorum and the Town of
Portland, together with many community sponsors,
hosted a music and arts festival at the new Portland
Riverfront Park. May 14 brought lots of sunshine,
vendors, food and some fantastic bluegrass, folk, and
Americana music.
The festival began with a ribbon cutting ceremony
to mark the opening of the new band shell. Continual musical performances by Gail Wade, Seat of Our
Pants, Still Pickin’ and many others, kept festival goers
entertained all day long.
This year was especially appropriate for the first old
time festival, because it marks the 175th anniversary of
the Town of Portland.

This summer’s concert series was a huge it in the new band
shell. We averaged over 500 concert goers each week!

Contact Us!

The Brownstone Quorum

P.O. Box 402 • Portland, CT 06480
www.brownstonequorum.com
Like us on Facebook! It’s the easiest way to
stay up to date with all the Quorum is doing,
and it’s the fastest way to get answers to any
questions you may have. Plus, you’ll get event
updates in your news feed and see uploaded photos from
events the Quorum is involved with.
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Become

Do you Q?

a

Quorum Member Today!

Won’t you join us and help support the continuing efforts of the
Brownstone Quorum in your community?
Membership in the Brownstone Quorum is open to all. Individuals and families may choose to be active or
simply supportive members. 100% of all funds received by the Quorum are used to support Quorum activities and enhance the beauty and use of our natural resources in Portland.
Please consider joining the Brownstone Quorum. An individual membership is STILL only $10, while businesses and families of three or more, living in the same house, are $25.00. You can also gift a membership to
a friend! Just provide their contact information so we can include them in our newsletter mailings and event
announcements. Additional contributions or memorial donations are truly appreciated. Use the form below
to extend your membership through 2017 at no additional cost! Then send it back in the enclosed envelope. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us! Find us on facebook – Brownstone Quorum.
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Saturday, October 15, 2016
Would you be able to help us?
Volunteers are greatly needed for the Haunted Trail Tour.
There are several jobs that need to be done, even if only
for a couple hours. Any amount of time you can provide
would be greatly appreciated. For more information,
please contact Carol Winiski at 860-342-3038.

bQ calendar
Saturday, September 10
Portland’s 175th anniversary Parade
Saturday, October 15
4th Annual Haunted Trail Tour
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