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As part of its efforts to work with other organizations in 2015, the
Brownstone Quorum is pleased to announce that its next quarterly meeting will feature a presentation by the Portland Airline
Trail Steering Committee. On Monday, May 18th at the Waverly
Center (former Senior Center) beginning at 7 pm, Lou Pear and
Jim Rizzo will share the group’s exciting progress towards bringing this important recreational resource to Town.
Named after an imaginary line ‘as the bird flies’ between New
York and Boston, this former Railroad line was completed in 1872.
The abandoned rail bed is now a multi-use trail in the neighboring Towns of East Hampton, Colchester, Hebron, Lebanon and
Windham. A second section extends all the way to Putnam. A
trail in Portland would provide the critical missing link to continuous connection between the Massachusetts border and the
Connecticut River.
It is amazing to think of this effort in the context of others like
it, such as the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail, and the Charter
Oak Greenway. Future generations will not only have alternative ways to travel, but to experience communities and nature.
So please join us to learn about the Portland Airline Trail, the
Brownstone Quorum, and to meet great new people.

Join us for a Family Picnic!
The Brownstone Quorum is looking forward to participating in the Portland Airline
Trail walks that will be held in conjunction
with the CT Forest and Parks Associations
Statewide ‘Trails Day’ on Saturday, June
6th at 10:00. See details below.
It just so happens that the Quorum was
looking for an opportunity to have one
more programmed event at the Riverfront Park before construction begins this summer. So please join us after the hikes, beginning at 1 pm, for a “Picnic in the Park.” There are plenty of tables
both in the sun and under the shade of the pavilion. But if you
prefer, bring your favorite camp chair. Everyone is responsible for
bringing their own family’s food, but the atmosphere and fun will
be like that of a family reunion. Even if you are not able to join in
on the hikes, everyone is invited to join in the fun.
A tour of the Riverfront Park will be given at 2:30 pm. So if you
have never walked the trails, heard the stories, or seen the fascinating topography up close, here is your chance. Meet you at
the River!

Connecticut Trails Day

Air Line Trail Hike – June 6, 2015
Portland’s Air Line Trail Steering Committee is partnering with
the CT Parks and Forest Association to host a hike on Connecticut Trail Day. There will be two hikes beginning at the YMCA
Camp Ingersoll soccer fields following the Old Air Line Train
Trail.
The 2 mile hike will be led by committee members traveling to
the Brownstone Train Trestle and returning to the YMCA Camp.
The 5.5 mile hike will be led by John LeShane, founder of the

Meshomasic Hiking Club. This hike will lead interested hikers
on the Air Line Trail eastward which will include additional trails
in the Middlesex Land Trust Property with a return trip to the
YMCA Camp.
It is recommended that participants wear hiking boots and bring
some water. Both hikes will begin at 10:00am and there is parking
at the Camp. In case of inclement weather these hikes will take
place on Sunday, June 7th at the same time.
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Can you guess where this
brownstone date block
is located? See our
“Brownstone Spotlight” on
page 5 to learn more.
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A Message from the President
May 2015
2014 was a tremendous year for the Brownstone Quorum and Riverfront Park. The Quorum
continued the maintenance programs we have established over the last several years and the
park was in terrific condition all season. We were heartened to see the park used for such
a wide variety of activities including picnicking, hiking, biking, dog-walking, and sunbathing.
It was also good to see a nice increase in rentals of the pavilion, with families enjoying the
park for events ranging from reunions to graduation parties. In addition to general usage,
several programmed events were hosted at the park. The 2014 concert series was a huge
success. Despite having to reschedule one of the four shows for inclement weather, the
concert series brought over 2200 hundred visitors to our park. In addition to the concert
series, the Quorum hosted the second annual Haunted Halloween Trail Walk. The growth
in this event from 2013 to 2014 was tremendous. Thanks to a great amount of planning and
hard work, the event drew over 500 patrons to the park, and all – patrons and volunteers
alike – had a great time.
One of the critical factors in our collective success at the park has been the strong partnerships between the Quorum, Park and Recreation, and the Town of Portland. This partnership
has helped set the stage for another transformation at the Riverfront Park in 2015. In 2013
the Quorum began working on a plan for additional amenities at the park. The difficulty with
implementing these amenities was obviously how to fund them. Due to a lot of cooperative,
hard work by the Town of Portland, Park and Recreation, and the Quorum, a STEAP grant
application was submitted to request funding for the proposed amenities. In 2014 we got
official word that the STEAP grant was approved. The bottom line is that you are going to
see a lot of activity at the Riverfront Park this year. In fact, it has already begun. The grant
we received will support amenities including the installation of a band shell at the stage area,
bringing water into the park, improving the access road and parking area, and installing men’s
and women’s bathrooms. We thank our town leadership as well as the Planning, Public Works,
and Park and Recreation departments for their efforts to bring the addition of these amenities
to fruition.
We are looking toward continued success in 2015. Plans for the 2015 summer concert series
are well underway and the Quorum plans to once again host the Haunted Trail Walk in October. In addition to events at the park we are also committed to continuing our maintenance
program at the park as well as several improvements. The most visible of these improvements
will be the addition of the bathrooms and band shell, which we hope to see completed in mid
to late August. In addition, we will continue to improve views of the river and work towards
the planned addition of a labyrinth.
We have another challenging year ahead of us. The strong support we receive from the community is crucial to the continued development and maintenance of our Riverfront Park. We
ask that you will continue to support the Brownstone Quorum in 2015. Please take a moment
to renew your membership for 2015 using the self addressed envelope we have provided. It is
very important that we continue to grow our membership to ensure we have both the volunteer support and financial support necessary to continue the development and maintenance
programs necessary at the Riverfront Park. We are looking forward to another successful year
in 2015.
We look forward to seeing you at our next quarterly meeting on May 18 at 7:00PM, at the Waverly Center (former Senior Center). In addition to our brief business meeting, the Air Line
Trail Steering Committee will be discussing plans to develop the Air Line Trail here in Portland.
Best regards,
			
Jim Tripp
President
Brownstone Quorum, Inc.
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Portland
Riverfront Park
Labyrinth Plans
– 2015 Update

A meditative walking labyrinth has
been planned for installation adjacent
to the park trail area near the pavilion.
The construction design phase began
last year with some clearing of this area.
Presently the project is “on hold” until
the completion of the other tremendous improvements to the park, which
are to occur this summer.
Our plans call for a brownstone pathway approximately fifty feet in diameter, with boundaries of grass, moss,
or mulch of some kind. The center will
include a standing brownstone monolith (which currently waits at the side
of the “Chip Path” adjacent to the construction area), as well as brownstone
sitting/contemplation stones at the
center and surrounding area. Gardens,
sculptures, and decorative shrubs may
be incorporated into the design.

President...........................Jim Tripp
Vice President......... Cindy Andrus
Treasurer................Tom Bransfield
Secretary............Brenda Rossignol
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Park News
Portland
Riverfront Park

2015 Concert Series

The summer concert series will be back in 2015! As you
know there is a transformation going on at the park this
year. The addition of a band shell, bathrooms, and the
associated site work is scheduled to begin in June and
be completed in August. Because of the timing of this work and the
uncertainty about the condition of the park when the concerts are
scheduled to occur, the current plan is to move the 2015 summer
concert series to an alternate venue, the town green next to the Waverly Center (former Senior Center). Please be on the lookout for
updates. We will put the word out if the construction schedule
changes and we can move the concerts back to Riverfront Park.
We are looking
forward to another fabulous summer of music and
hope you enjoy
the program this
year. The schedule for the 2015
concert series is
as follows:

If you’ve been to the park recently, you probably noticed that a
lot of clearing has taken place. Trees are missing completely, and
the shady wooded area next to the stage is no longer there. Much
of the Chip Trail (to the right before the pavilion) is gone as well.
Thanks to the Town and its outstanding grant writers, a grant
from S.T.E.A.P. (Small Town Economic Assistance Program) will
allow for several park improvements. Plans are in the works to
provide potable water to the pavilion, create a band shell/amphitheater in the existing stage area, and much to the delight of
numerous park goers, we’re building bathrooms!
The bathrooms will be built in the area where most of the clearing was done. It will be a cement structure with two bathroomsmen’s and women’s. It will also include a water fountain. Water
will come in from brownstone Avenue, via the town water system. If funding allows, we will do some landscaping around the
building to help it blend in to the surroundings.
The band shell will go where the current stage is, and will provide protection and shade to the performers during events. The
roof will be built in a similar fashion to compliment the existing
pavilion structure. It will be 22 feet wide in the back, and 44 feet
wide in the front.
The grant also includes funding for improvements to the driveway and parking areas from Brownstone Avenue into the park.
Additional work will include landscaping and more picnic tables,
if sufficient funds remain after all the bids are in.

Tuesday, July 21st - CJ West and the Downtown Train
Tuesday, July 28th - Seat of Our Pants
Tuesday, August 4th - Great Hill Mountain Band
Tuesday, August 11th - Michael Cleary
Thank you for helping to make the 2014 summer concert series
a huge success. We received tremendous support from the community with over 2200 people visiting the park to attend the four
concerts. We hope you enjoy the 2015 summer concert series
and look forward to seeing you there.

Excavation is already underway to clear the area for new bathrooms and improvements to the stage area. The actual construction will begin in June.

The Quorum Review
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SAVE THE DATE!

d
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Saturday, October 17, 2015
For many years, the Brownstone Quorum has engaged in various fundraising activities to benefit the development of Portland
Riverfront Park on Brownstone Avenue. During the past two
years, the Quorum has presented a great new October fundraising event called the “Haunted Trail Tour.” This activity, planned
in association with the Portland Park and Recreation Department, was designed as a fun autumn season family activity
which would be a follow-up to the summer concert series at the
park. The Haunted Trail consisted of a number of Halloweenrelated games and activities located in the park pavilion, as well
as props, light and sound effects, and actors set up in strategic
locations on the trail!
As a start-up activity with minimal publicity, about two hundred
guests participated in the first Haunted Trail Tour; and everyone
attending had positive, encouraging remarks about the experience. It was a massive undertaking in planning and set-up work
for the many people involved, but it was decided to make this
event an annual fundraiser.
This past year, the very successful second event hosted about five
hundred guests who enjoyed a variety of games, activities, a scary
hike on the trail, and a snack tent from Gotta’s Farm. They also
visited with The Connecticut Ghostbusters, who helped control
paranormal activity at the park.
This year, the event will be even bigger and better, with
more light and sound effects, more scary props, Gotta’s
Farm as our regular food vendor, and the return of our special guests The Connecticut Ghostbusters. It will take place
at Portland Riverfront Park on Saturday, October 17th, with a rain
date of Sunday, October 18th.
The haunted trail will appeal to both younger and older youths
with two versions. The “Before Dark” version takes place from
4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. for kids up to ten years of age. This includes fun games, activities, and a mildly scary walking tour.
The “After Dark” version takes place from 6:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.
(9:00 p.m. if on Sunday) for kids eleven years of age and older
with scarier actors and a more spooky experience.
The Quorum Review

In order to make this event a success, the BQ Haunted Trail Planning Committee needs helpful hands for various jobs such as
props and set building, scary actors, site set up, ticket sales and
manning the game stations. If you are interested in helping out,
please contact Frank and Carol Winiski at 860-342-3038 or email
fwiniski@yahoo.com.

The zombies were a big hit and will be back in 2015
with more effects and scary tactics!
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*** Brownstone Spotlight ***

Makeover Scheduled for Brownstone Chapel
at Indian Hill Cemetery in Middletown
On the southwest hill of Indian Hill Cemetery, on Washington Street in Middletown, Connecticut, stands a beautiful and
architecturally distinctive brownstone chapel. For nearly 150
years its stately presence has enhanced the cemetery, which was
recently listed on the Connecticut Register of Historic Places. A witness to
more than half the nation’s
history, the chapel has
reached a dangerous structural tipping point that
threatens to push it into
extinction.1
Constructed of Portland
Brownstone in 1867, the
30’ x 50’ chapel includes
walls constructed of bushhammered
brownstone
blocks with smooth margins and brownstone buttresses with weatherings.
The steep gabled roof has
parapets embellished with
small brownstone carvings.
The bell tower on the right
side of the facade has a typical pointed arch opening
with the original bell, and
is capped by a steep roof
detailed with brownstone
crux sticks and a Celtic cross. The chapel’s interior is adorned with earth toned
stained glass windows in a diamond pattern, and elegant woodwork.2 For nearly a
century, the chapel was used for funerals,
until it came into disrepair in the 1960s. It
was then used for storage.
The Gothic Revival style Chapel was

donated by Frances Osborne Russell, in memory of her late husband, Samuel Russell, who died in 1862. Samuel was an American Entrepreneur and Trader who founded Russell & Company
in Canton, China. While he was in China, his first wife and Frances’ sister, Mary Russell,
died. Their two children,
George and John Russell
were left in Frances’ care
until Samuel’s return. He
married Frances, and they
later had a son, Samuel
Wadsworth Russell.
In 2012, serious discussion
about the deterioration
of the chapel began. The
Indian Hill Cemetery
Trustees hired an expert
on historic preservation
who recommended that
an engineering study
be done. A matching grant from the
Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation funded
the study, which demonstrated that the chapel was
deteriorating rapidly and
that restoration needed to
begin very soon.
In January 2014, a second
grant of $200,000 was awarded from the State Historic
Preservation Office, and Phase I of the restoration began
in April, 2015. A total of $600,000 is needed to completely restore the chapel, including the structure, windows
and interior features. The Chapel Restoration Committee
is currently raising money to complete the entire renovation project. Many thanks to August DeFrance for contributing to this story.
(Far L): One
of four support
columns that is
separating and
without renovation, will buckle
under the weight
of the chapel.

(R): The date block
on the northeast corner of the chapel.
(Far R): A stained
glass window on
the west wall boasts
beautiful color in the
late afternoon sun,
but also shows signs
of age and disrepair.
1

(L): The renovation is under
way today.
2

Chapel Restoration Committee Appeal Letter March 2015
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About the Brownstone Quorum...

QUORUM OFFICERS
The Brownstone Quorum is managed by an Executive Board
consisting of four officers, and the Chairs of several standing
committees. In addition, one Quorum member is appointed
to serve as liaison to the Portland Board of Selectmen. Two
at-large community members and a liaison from the Portland
Historical Society complete the Executive Board, which meets
on the first Monday of each month.
QUARTERLY MEETINGS/PRESENTATIONS
In addition to the monthly meetings, the Quorum holds four
quarterly meeting/presentations that begin with a short business
meeting and segue into special programs of public interest. Over
the years, programs have covered many topics, including town
enhancement, the Brownstone Quarries, the geographical
history of the Connecticut River Valley, and of course, Portland
Riverfront Park, amongst others. The Quorum strives to choose
timely topics and presenters that can discuss issues that will
be of interest to Quorum members and Town residents. All
members are welcome to attend and are encouraged to bring
guests as well.
The first quarterly meeting/presentation is held in January of
each year, and is called the “Annual” meeting. This meeting is
unique from the others because officer elections are held during
this meeting.
QUORUM REVIEW
The Quorum Review is the official newsletter publication of
the Brownstone Quorum. It covers events of the Quorum
as well as park development and other Quorum news. If you

Contact
Us!

have an idea for a story that you think would interest other
readers, please let us know! Your input, as well as stories are
welcome and encouraged. Please send any correspondence to:
thebrownstonequorum@gmail.com
WORK PARTIES
Work parties at the park are held the first Saturday of
every month at 9:00AM, except as noted in the calendar
below. In the Spring when the ground is frozen, we typically use the time to cut and remove dead trees (that are
marked during the warmer season) that block vistas of the
river or are deemed to be a potential safety hazard. As spring
arrives, we clean, rake and remove branches and sticks from the
areas that will be mowed soon. Garden areas are cleared in preparation for plantings and trail pruning resumes. Summer and fall
work parties include general maintenance of all aspects of the
park – trails, stage, grass, vistas, gardens, etc., and even a work
party picnic or two.
In addition to the general tasks that always need to be done,
special attention is paid to any new features being added to the
park. This year, we are thrilled to be adding bathrooms with running water and a covered band shell in the stage area to protect
and shade performers and equipment. Much clearing and tree
cutting has been done to make way for the water supply installation. Please excuse the park’s appearance during the construction phase. Work also continues on the labyrinth area.
Please consider joining us at any of our work parties. As the park
grows, so do our volunteer needs, and any help would be greatly
appreciated. Thank you in advance!

The Brownstone Quorum

Like
Us!

P.O. Box 402
Portland, CT 06480
www.brownstonequorum.com
Email: thebrownstonequorum@gmail.com

brownstonequorum

Quorum Calendar
Mon., May 18
7:00 PM
Thurs., May 28 7:00 PM
Mon., June 1
6:00 PM
Sat., June 6
9:00 AM
Sat., June 6
10:00 AM
Mon., July 6
6:00 PM
Sat., July 11
9:00 AM
Tues. July 21
6:30 PM
Tues. July 28
6:30 PM
Sat., Aug, 1
9:00 AM
Mon., Aug. 3
6:00 PM
Tues. Aug. 4
6:30 PM

Quarterly Presentation
Waverly Center (fmr. Sr. Ctr.)
Complete Streets Public Forum Waverly Center (fmr. Sr. Ctr.)
Executive Meeting
Waverly Center (fmr. Sr. Ctr.)
Work Party at the Park
Riverfront Park
CT Trails Walks
Riverfront Park
Executive Meeting
Waverly Center (fmr. Sr. Ctr.)
Work Party at the Park
Riverfront Park
Free Concert-CJ West and the Downtown Train
Town Green*
Free Concert-Seat of our Pants
Town Green*
Work Party at the Park
Riverfront Park
Executive Meeting
Waverly Center (fmr. Sr. Ctr.)
Free Concert-Great Hill Mountain Band
Town Green*

Tues. Aug. 11
6:30 PM
Sat., Sept. 12
9:00 AM
Mon., Sept. 14 6:00 PM
Sat., Oct. 3
9:00 AM
Mon., Oct. 5
6:00 PM
Fri., Oct. 16
11:00 AM
Sat., Oct. 17
10:00 AM
Sat., Oct. 17
4:00 PM
Mon., Nov. 2
6:00 PM
Sat., Nov. 7
9:00 AM
Sat., Dec. 5
9:00 AM
Mon., Dec. 7
6:00 PM

Free Concert-Michael Cleary Band
Work Party at the Park
Executive Meeting
Work Party at the Park
Executive Meeting
Set Up Haunted Trail Tour
Set Up Haunted Trail Tour
Haunted Trail Tour
Executive Meeting
Work Party at the Park
Work Party at the Park
Executive Meeting

Town Green*
Riverfront Park
Waverly Center (fmr. Sr. Ctr.)
Riverfront Park
Waverly Center (fmr. Sr. Ctr.)
Riverfront Park
Riverfront Park
Riverfront Park
Waverly Center (fmr. Sr. Ctr.)
Riverfront Park
Riverfront Park
Waverly Center (fmr. Sr. Ctr.)

All outdoor events are weather permitting.
*Concerts will be held at the Town Green in 2015 due to construction at the park.

The Quorum Review
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Dedicated to preserving
Portland’s natural history and resources
for generations to come.

ARE YOU A MEMBER?
Join

or update your membership today!

Won’t you join us and help support the continuing efforts of the
Brownstone Quorum in your community?

Membership in the Brownstone Quorum is open to all. Individuals and families may choose to be active or simply supportive members. 100% of all funds received by the Quorum are used to support Quorum activities and enhance the beauty and use of our natural
resources in Portland. The current principal focus is on the development of Portland Riverfront Park on Brownstone Avenue and
public activities that take place there.
Please consider joining the Brownstone Quorum. An individual membership is still only $10, while businesses and families of three or
more, living in the same house, are $25. You can also gift a membership to a friend! Just provide their contact information so we can
include them in our newsletter mailings and event announcements. Additional contributions or memorial donations are truly appreciated. Your support is vital to the continued success and development of the park. Use the enclosed envelope to pay your membership
for 2015. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us at brownstonequorum@gmail.com.
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Save the Date!

Airline Trail Presentation
Monday, May 18 • 7:00 PM
Main Meeting Room
Waverly Center (former Senior Center)

Find out how completing the trail in Portland will connect the
entire trail from the Mass border to the Connecticut River,
as well as the benefits to our community.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME,
AND BRING A FRIEND!
k
Chec 15 Concert
20
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An individual membership is still
only $10! Please join and support
the Brownstone Quorum’s efforts
at Portland Riverfront Park.
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The Brownstone Quorum, Inc.
P.O. Box 402
Portland, CT 06480
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