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— You’re Invited! —

By Cari Klick 
One day in early November, while searching online for some-
thing totally unrelated, I stumbled upon a link that had one word 
in it that caught my eye...”brownstone.” I clicked on it and found a  
delightfully interesting article that talked about the closure of the 
Brownstone Quarry mining operation in Portland, and with that, 
the end of an era for the brownstone homes that enhance the New 
York City landscape. 
If you’ve never seen these homes in person, they’re beautiful.  
Located on quaint neighborhood streets in the boroughs of New 
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Presentation on a  
Livable & Sustainable Future 

will be Featured at Annual Meeting
The Brownstone Quorum, in 
partnership with the Jonah   
Center for Earth and Art in  
Middletown, will be hosting 
a public presentation at the  
Quorum’s Annual Meeting this 
Monday, January 28 at 7:00 PM. 
Titled Portland and Middletown: 
Partnering for a Livable and  
Sustainable Future, by Portland 
resident John Shafer, the presen-
tation will be held in the Mary 
Flood room at the Portland  
Library on Freestone Avenue.
John is President of the Jonah  
Center for Earth and Art 
in Middletown, and a  
Professor at Middlesex  
Community College. He will give a brief presentation on activities  
of the Jonah Center and other local organizations that are  
working to engage Middletown and surrounding towns to address 
large-scale global  challenges on a local level. He will focus especially 
on the relationship between environmental, energy, economic and  
quality of living issues. The presentation will be followed by a discus-
sion about ideas and ways in which Middletown, Portland, and other 
towns can cooperate together to support each other in initiatives and 
efforts to create a livable and sustainable future.
Everyone is encouraged to attend and join the discussion. Bring a 
friend and introduce them to the Quorum! Light refreshments will be 
served following the presentation.

January 10, 2013    
President’s Message:
2012 was again a transformational year for the Riverfront Park.  The 
Riverfront Park pavilion project, started in 2011, has been complet-
ed.  In addition, we cosponsored the inaugural concert series at the 
new Riverfront Park stage.  Our collaboration with Portland Park 
and Recreation flourished in 2012 and we again enjoyed strong sup-
port from the Town of Portland.  Thanks to the outstanding work of 
our volunteers and the continued support of the town, 2012 was a 
year we can all be proud of.
At the beginning of 2012 we established four main goals for the 
park.  These goals were to continue our support for the completion 
of the new pavilion area, work with the town to finalize a design and  
construction plan for the stage area, partner with Parks and  
Recreation to launch a concert series, and continue the maintenance 
program established in 2010 to ensure that the area remains inviting 
for public use.  All four goals were met.  
The most visible new feature at the park is the new 50’x30’ pavilion.  
This addition is truly the result of a partnership between the state of 
Connecticut, the town of Portland, and the Brownstone Quorum.  Con-
struction of the pavilion was completed in the spring of 2012, power 
was turned up in August, and the picnic tables were installed this fall.  
On October 21, 2012 we celebrated the opening of the  pavilion via 
a Dedication/Ribbon Cutting ceremony.  We were  fortunate to have 
about 50 people in attendance to mark the occasion and look forward 
to additional events at the pavilion in the years  to come.  I invite you 
all to visit the park and take advantage of  our new addition.
The other significant accomplishments in 2012 were the construction 
of the stage and the success of the inaugural Riverfront Park concert 
series.  We were fortunate to have enormous support from the town.  
Construction of the stage required heavy equipment to position 
the 11’x2’x2’ brownstone blocks to create a retaining wall and the  
Portland Public Works department was up to the task.  Their efforts, 
as well as Quorum volunteers who built the stone wall in the back  
of the stage, resulted in a venue of which we can all be proud.   
Completion of the stage area was critical to support the inaugural 
concert series at the park.  In partnership with Parks and Recreation, 
we hosted a three concert series that included the Michael Cleary 
Band, Squeaky Clean, and The Great Hill Mountain Band.  The  
concerts were very well attended, bringing over 1100 visitors to the 
park on those 3 nights alone.  We learned some lessons which we will 
apply to the 2013 concert series, currently in development.  
Our maintenance program remained strong in 2012. We consistently 
had monthly work parties at the riverfront on the 1st Saturday of  
every month.  We used these work parties to continue improving 
views along the river as well as implementing other improvements 
to the park.  In addition to our work parties we are fortunate to have 
many volunteers who are dedicated to improving the park.  I want  
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to note just a few who consistently work to ensure the park is  
welcoming.  We are fortunate to have John LeShane, who tirelessly 
works to maintain the trails, Tom Bransfield, who consistently keeps 
up the weed whacking, and Steve Klick, who does a tremendous job 
maintaining the grass at the main usage and parking areas.  The park 
was in great shape all summer and we consistently saw families enjoy-
ing the riverfront picnic area and trails.  We look forward to continu-
ing this program in 2013.
2012 was a decent year for Brownstone Quorum membership.   
We had 145 paid memberships, which wass up about 8% over 2011.  
We hope and need to grow membership in 2013.  Simply stated, we 
very much need your continued support.  The strong support we  
receive from the community is crucial to the continued development 
and maintenance of our Riverfront Park.  It is important to note 
that support comes in many forms.  Some are able to give time and  
others support our efforts through donations.  Both are critical to 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

our success.  If you are a member and have not yet paid your 2013 
dues, please take a moment to do so using the form in this newsletter 
and the self addressed envelope we have provided.  Your continued  
support is greatly appreciated.  Thank you.
2013 is shaping up to be another busy year.  As I have discussed in 
 the preceding paragraphs, we are in the planning stages for another 
concert series this summer and plan to continue our maintenance 
program in 2013.  There are also additional goals being discussed for 
2013.  These goals include better definition of the entrance into the 
park, improving the aesthetics of the National Historic Landmark lo-
cation on Brownstone Avenue (where the flagpole stands overlooking 
the quarries), and construction of a new usage area, a labyrinth.  As I 
said before, we need your continued support.
In summary, 2012 was a tremendous year for the Brownstone  
Quorum and the Riverfront Park.  We saw the completion of  
major projects such as the Riverfront Park Pavilion and the  
brownstone stage area.  We are planning additional events as well 
as the development of new usage areas.  In my view we are well  
positioned for a successful 2013 and I am confident that with your 
continued support we will be successful.  We look forward to seeing 
you at the Riverfront Park, one of our quorum events, work parties, 
or meetings soon.  

 
Jim Tripp 
President, Brownstone Quorum, Inc.   

The following is the prepared statement given to attendees  
at the pavilion dedication on October 21, 2012. 
Good afternoon.  My name is Jim Tripp and I am the president of 
the Brownstone Quorum and I would like to welcome you to the 
official opening of the Portland Riverfront Park Pavilion.
We were standing here just a year ago, on October 19, to break 
ground on the pavilion.  The last year has been one of the most am-
bitious periods in the development of the park.  During which we 
have seen the construction of the new pavilion and our new stage 
area.  In addition, the installation of a new gate is scheduled to be 
completed before the end of the year, completing phase III of the 
development. 
I would like to take this opportunity to recognize those who have 
been instrumental in the progress that has been made at the park:
•	 	State	of	CT	–	Our	Elected	representatives	who	support	us	so	

well through the  STEAP Program 
•	 	Town	of	Portland	–	Extraordinary	Support	of	leadership	–	Sue	

Bransfield	 and	 the	BOS;	Public	Works	–	Rick	Kelsey	 and	 the	
Town Crew

•	 	Parks	&	Recreation	–	Cooperation	and	Partnership	with	Sean	
Dwyer and the Park and Rec. Commission

•	 	Brownstone	Quorum	–	The	most	dedicated	team	of	volunteers	
I have had the privilege to work with.

The bottom line is that this progress is being made because of the 
spirit of partnership that exists between these groups.  Without 
this partnership we would not see the level of progress that has 
been made.  For example, in addition to the physical developments 
of the park we also began to use our new facilities this past sum-
mer.  In partnership with Park and Rec we hosted a 3 show concert 
series which brought over 1100 visitors to our park.  We are already 
working on the 2013 concert series. 
I would again like to thank you all for your support and for com-
ing out to celebrate this accomplishment.  I hope that you all enjoy 
these additions to our community for years to come.

Stone that Built a City, continued...

York City, and the Upper 
West Side, they have a char-
acter and charm all their own, 
and I was enamored with 
them long before I ever be-
came a Portland resident. 
At a glance, except for being 
made of stone, they may re-
mind you of any other town-
house style home, crammed 
side-by-side to make the most 
efficient use of space. But 
on closer scrutiny, one will 
find unique features that are 
hard to find anywhere else.  
Because of the soft nature 
of brownstone, it allowed  
architects and artisans to carve  
intricate designs in the  
facade, giving each brown-
stone row its own long-lasting 
fingerprint. 
As I read the article, I thought it would make a great addition to 
the Quorum Review and immediately emailed the author to get 
permission to use her words. To my disappointment, I never heard 
from her. Upon further searching, I found a few more stories from 
other sources on the same topic. However, as with the first one, I 
either didn’t hear back, or they would gladly let me reprint their 
article for a fee equivalent to a monthly payment on a luxury car. 
Therefore, I am simply listing the links for you, so if you wish,  
you can go to them and read for yourself. They also include some 
nice photos, and the story from the New York Times has a great  
picture of Mike Meehan, former owner of the mining operation. 
You can read more at these five websites....
http://theinterrobang.com/2012/10/no-more-brownstones-for-nyc/
http://gizmodo.com/5954414/new-york-has-run-out-of-brownston
e#13586408876021&{%22type%22:%22powwowLoaded%22}
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/23/nyregion/saying-goodbye-to-
the-face-of-new-yorks-brownstones.html
http://www.complex.com/art-design/2012/10/new-york-is-official-
ly-out-of-brownstone
http://www.architizer.com/en_us/blog/dyn/58993/new-york-city-is-
officially-out-of-brownstone/
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One of many NYC brownstone rows  
that features stone carvings and  

sweeping steps with ornate iron rails.



We’re Looking for New Members!

By Frank Winiski, Design Committee Chair

Here are the highlights of the progress we made at the park 2012:
1)  The work on the pavilion is mostly completed, with only minor 

touch-ups required.
2)  The Brownstone Stage was installed in the natural amphitheatre 

hillside. Huge brownstone blocks from Mike Meehan’s quarry 
were expertly placed into position by the Portland town crew, and 
brownstone wall finish work was completed by B.Q. members. 

3)   In March, Frank and Carol Winiski met with the Portland  
Garden Club to present an overview of park progress and invite 
club members to become involved in gardening at the park.

4)  A new brownstone bench was installed in the field along the  
riverside by Howard Rosenbaum in memory of his wife Sari.

5)  The area between the open field, new pavilion and stage was  
hydroseeded in June, but due to the lack of cooperation from 
Mother Nature, the grass has not grown in as hoped. We will  
continue to encourage grass in areas needed.

6)  Electrical underground conduits were installed to the pavilion 
and stage area, and poles from the roadway to the park were 
placed	 by	 CL&P.	The	 remaining	 work	 to	 connect	 lighting	 and	
outlets should be completed around the start of August.

7)   The installation of security cameras in the main park area was 
in the planning process at the end of July. During May, some  
vandalism occurred when three trees we had planted along the 
walkway were cut down; also a bench in the field was flipped over, 
damaging the bench as well as a shrub next to it. The metal sign 
for the park along the driveway was twisted and bent out of shape 
so as to make it unreadable.

8)	 	In	 July,	with	 the	help	 of	 Steve	Klick	 and	his	 heavy	 equipment,	
a number of large telephone poles donated by Mike Colla were 
moved to the park, where they were cut to form a nice barrier  
perimeter in the parking area. At the rear of the stage area,  
decorative shrubs were purchased and Deb Curran headed up 
planning and installation of decorative shrubs as a backdrop  
to the stage area against the hillside. Stone walls between  
the brownstone slabs at the rear of the stage were finished.  
Interpretive signage and board that had previously been  
vandalized was repaired.

9)  August was a busy month. The electrical work was com-
pleted, including lighting and outlets in the pavilion, and 
outlets for stage area, just in time for our first concert. The 
Brownstone Quorum and Portland Park and Recreation  
Department sponsored two very successful concerts on the new 
stage. A third concert, sponsored by the Friends of the Portland  
Library, was also well-attended and kept the kids dancing all  

evening long.  More repairs to previously vandalized areas were 
made. We also removed brush, weeds, grass and fallen branches,  
and made plans for winter work, trail improvement, and  
construction of a labyrinth. Brownstone Quorum members 
met with representatives of the Jonah Center of Middletown to  
discuss possible future  collaborative efforts on the riverfront.

10)  In September, dead trees throughout the park were marked for 
cutting. Brush and weeds were cleared from the stage area and 
brush on the side of the parking area was cut back to enlarge 
area available for parking. The entry area was cleared of fallen 
branches, leaves and debris and picnic tables were ordered for 
the pavilion. 

11)  The picnic tables delivered and installed in the pavilion in  
October. The Pavilion Ribbon-cutting Ceremony took place on  
October 21st. We continued clean-up of fallen branches, leaves, etc.

12)		Steve	Klick	has	also	been	vigilant	in	keeping	the	grass	in	the	field	
and surrounding areas looking great. Thanks to Tom Bransfield 
and Howard Rosenbaum, the weeds and unwanted shrubs have 
been kept trimmed. Thanks to Alice Shumacher, the poison ivy 
has been less invasive. Thanks to Norm Rossignal and Jim Landry 
for use of their heavy equipment where needed. Thanks to John 
LeShane for his great job maintaining the trails at the park. 
Thanks	 to	 Cari	 Klick,	 Gloria	 Gdovin,	 Cindy	 Andrus,	 Brenda	 
Rossignol and Carol Winiski for planting decorative perennials 
adjacent to the field. Lastly, thanks to the many B.Q. volunteers 
who have helped to create a beautiful open space for our town!

Future Plans include: Cut and dispose of dead trees; continue to  
widen/level the parking area; raise the sign at the entry way and  
create a dedicated driveway area for the park separate from the  
Exploration Park area; create a labyrinth in an area off the Chip Path 
toward the hillside; widen the Great Cottonwood Trail so it can be 
used as a tractor/vehicle turn-around; improve the area surrounding 
the pavilion. Plant decorative shrubs, fill and level open area.

Portland Riverfront Park Update

There are many forms and variations of this ancient meditative 
walking path; the closest example to Portland presently is the thirty 
foot diameter Reed Labyrinth located on the grounds of Wesleyan 
University, adjacent to the Davison Art Center off High Street in 
Middletown. 
Our plans call for brownstone pathway approximately fifty feet in 
diameter, with boundaries of grass, moss, or mulch of some kind. 
The center will include a standing brownstone monolith (which cur-
rently waits at the side of the “Chip Path” adjacent to the construc-
tion area), as well as brownstone sitting/contemplation stones at the 
center and surrounding area. Gardens, sculptures, and decorative 
shrubs may be incorporated into the design.

Please take a moment to fill out this form completely and mail it with your 
check to:  The Brownstone Quorum, Inc., PO Box 402, Portland, CT 06480. 
All memberships are for the 2013 calendar year. 
Your support is crucial to the ongoing development of Portland Riverfront 
Park. Without it, we wouldn’t have gotten as far as we have, nor will we be able 
to continue to build upon the progress 
we’ve made. If you’ve been a member 
prior to 2013, THANK YOU! We hope 
you will continue to support us. If you 
are already a member for 2013, please 
give this form to a friend.  
***  Your information will not be sold or exchanged for 

any reason and is for BQ correspondence only.

Portland Riverfront Park Labyrinth Plans
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2013 Brownstone Quorum Membership Card

Membership Type: q Individual $10.00     
  q Family of 3 or more $25.00
   q Business $25.00
  q Additional Contribution __________
  TOTAL ENCLOSED:  ____________

Name ________________________________ Date ____________
Address________________________________________________
City ________________________State _____ Zip _____________
Email __________________________________________________
Phone ______________________ Cell ______________________
Names of Family Members:__ ____________  _______________
__________________  __________________  _______________

My Interest Level:
q Active Member
q Keep me Informed Only
I am interested in:
q Volunteering for work parties
q Helping out with park events
q� Becoming a committee and/or board member

Your support is crucial to the ongoing develop-
ment of Portland Riverfront Park. Without it, we 
wouldn’t have gotten as far as we have, nor will 
we be able to continue to build upon the prog-
ress we’ve made. If you’ve been a member prior to 
2013, THANK YOU! We hope you will continue 
to support us. If you are already a member for 
2013, please give this form to a friend.  
***  Your information will not be sold or 

exchanged for any reason and is for 
BQ correspondence only.

Please take a moment to fill out this form completely and mail it with 
your check to:  The Brownstone Quorum, Inc., PO Box 402, Portland, 
CT 06480  All memberships are for the 2013 calendar year.

2013 Brownstone Quorum Membership Card

Membership Type: q Individual $10.00     
  q Family of 3 or more $25.00
   q Business $25.00
  q Additional Contribution __________
  TOTAL ENCLOSED:  ____________

Name ________________________________ Date ____________
Address________________________________________________
City ________________________State _____ Zip _____________
Email __________________________________________________
Phone ______________________ Cell ______________________
Names of Family Members:__ ____________  _______________
__________________  __________________  _______________

My Interest Level:
q Active Member
q Keep me Informed Only
I am interested in:
q Volunteering for work parties
q Helping out with park events
q� Becoming a committee and/or board member

Your support is crucial to the ongoing develop-
ment of Portland Riverfront Park. Without it, we 
wouldn’t have gotten as far as we have, nor will 
we be able to continue to build upon the prog-
ress we’ve made. If you’ve been a member prior to 
2013, THANK YOU! We hope you will continue 
to support us. If you are already a member for 
2013, please give this form to a friend.  
***  Your information will not be sold or 

exchanged for any reason and is for 
BQ correspondence only.

Please take a moment to fill out this form completely and mail it with 
your check to:  The Brownstone Quorum, Inc., PO Box 402, Portland, 
CT 06480  All memberships are for the 2013 calendar year.



Portland Riverfront Park Labyrinth Plans 

There are many forms and variations of this ancient meditative walking path; the closest 
example to Portland presently is the thirty foot diameter Reed Labyrinth located on the 
grounds of Wesleyan University, adjacent to the Davison Art Center off High Street in 
Middletown.  
Our plans call for brownstone pathway approximately fifty feet in diameter, with 
boundaries of grass, moss, or mulch of some kind. The center will include a standing 
brownstone monolith (which currently waits at the side of the “Chip Path” adjacent to the 
construction area), as well as brownstone sitting/contemplation stones at the center and 
surrounding area. Gardens, sculptures, and decorative shrubs may be incorporated into 
the design. 

We’re buildi
ng a labyr

inth! 

Read about 
it on page

 3.

The Quorum Review
~ January 2013 Newsletter ~

Brownstone Quorum, Inc.
P.O. Box 402

Portland, CT 06480-0402

Please Join us for Our 
Annual Meeting  

& Speaker Presentation:

Monday, January 28, 2013

7pm @ Portland Library 
in the Mary Flood Room

See details inside!

BQ Calendar :
Mon., Jan. 28 .......... 7:00 pm .........BQ Annual Meeting, Portland Library
Sat., Feb. 2* ............. 9:00 am .........Work Party at Riverfront Park
Mon. Feb. 4 ............ 7:00 pm .........Exec.  Board Mtg., Senior Ctr.
Sat., Mar. 2* ............ 9:00 am .........Work Party at Riverfront Park
Mon. Mar. 4............ 7:00 pm .........Exec.  Board Mtg., Senior Ctr.
Sun., Mar. 10 ..................................Daylight Savings Begins…Spring Ahead!
Wed., Mar 20 .................................First Day of Spring
Mon. April 1 ........... 6:00 pm .........Exec.  Board Mtg., Senior Ctr.
Sat., April 6* ........... 9:00 am .........Work Party at Riverfront Park
Mon., April 22 ...............................Earth Day
Fri., April 26 ...................................Arbor Day
Sat., May 4* ............ 9:00 am .........Work Party at Riverfront Park
Mon. May 6 ............ 6:00 pm .........Exec.  Board Mtg., Senior Ctr.
Sat., June 1* ............ 9:00 am .........Work Party at Riverfront Park
Sat., June 3* ............ 6:00 pm .........Exec.  Board Mtg., Senior Ctr.
Sat., July 1* ............. 6:00 pm .........Exec.  Board Mtg., Senior Ctr. 
Sat., July 13* ........... 9:00 am .........Work Party at Riverfront Park

The public is invited to any of our meetings or work parties. We welcome your  
participation, input and feedback, and greatly appreciate your help! 

*All work parties are weather permitting.


