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A Message from the President
January 6, 2014    

2013 was another exciting year for the Brownstone Quorum. As 
you will see from the articles in the Quorum Review, there was 
a lot of activity at the Riverfront Park this year. The Quorum  
continued the maintenance programs we have employed the last 
several years and the park was in terrific condition all season.  
We were pleased to see the park used for such a wide  
variety of activities including picnicking, hiking, dog-walking, 
and sunbathing. In addition to general usage, several scheduled 
events were hosted at the park. The concert series was again 
a success and, despite a couple of weather challenges, brought 
over 1200 hundred visitors to our park. In addition to the  
concert series, a new event was added this past year, a Haunted 
Halloween Trail Walk. This new event was very ambitious and 
required a tremendous amount of planning and up front work. 
Many volunteers were there for as many as 13 hours the day of 
the event but were buoyed by how much the event was enjoyed. 
By the end of the event, approximately 100 kids had walked the 
haunted trail and all involved seemed to have a great time.
We are looking toward continued success in 2014. We are 
already planning the 2014 summer concert series and in-
tend to once again host the Haunted Trail Walk. In  addition 
to events at the park we are also committed to continuing  
our maintenance program at the park as well as several  

improvements. The most visible of these improvements will 
be to continue to improve views of the river and the planned  
addition of a labyrinth.  We have another challenging year ahead 
of us. The strong support we receive from the community  
is crucial to the continued development and maintenance  
of our Riverfront Park. We ask that you will continue to  
support the Brownstone Quorum in 2014.  Please take a moment 
to renew your membership for 2014 using the self addressed  
envelope we have provided. It is very important that we  
maintain our membership levels to ensure we have both the 
volunteer support and financial support necessary for us  
to continue the development and maintenance programs  
necessary for another successful year at the Riverfront Park. 
In summary, 2013 was a tremendous year for the Brownstone 
Quorum and the Riverfront Park and we are looking forward to 
another successful year in 2014.  
We look forward to seeing you at the 2014 annual meeting on 
January 27 at the Portland Library. In addition to our brief 
business meeting, we will be hosting a presentation regarding 
labyrinths.   
	 	Jim Tripp 

 
 
 
President, Brownstone Quorum, Inc.   

The pavilion at Portland Riverfront Park was completed by the Brownstone Quorum and the Town in 2012. It now has 8 picnic tables and is able to accommodate up to 100 guests. 
It is available for rent through the Portland Parks and Recreation Department. Call today to book your gathering!



The Quorum Review Winter Edition – January 20142

By Sue Fiedler

This is the time of year that we reflect on our 
lives, and consider new directions. Often 
when decisions and change come upon 
us, we find ourselves venturing outside 
to look for answers. Imagine a place 
where you can think about these 
things any time of the year. A laby-
rinth at Portland Riverfront Park 
might be just such as place.
Please join us at the Brownstone 
Quorum Annual Meeting on 
January 27th at 7 pm in the Main 
Meeting Room at the Portland  
Senior Center on Waverly Avenue. Our  
program will be “Brownstone as Art. 
Art in Brownstone.” 
After a short general business meeting, there 
will be two presenters. The first will be Gary 
Pitcock, a resident of South Windsor, 
who will share images and experi-
ences from years of collecting 
salvaged brownstone pieces. 
Afterwards, local artist Frank 
Winiski will share his vision 
for the proposed laby-
rinth on the Riverfront 
Park.
Gary has been active in his local His-
torical Commission, the Connecticut Sons of the American 
Revolution, and the Woods Memorial Library and Museum in 
South Windsor as a historian for many years. Gary works as a  
Transportation Engineering helping communities implement 
improvements. But his passion is to seek out and acquire  
architectural pieces from various sources around the Northeast, 
which he uses to adorn his historic home and gardens. 
Frank is the Chairperson of the Brownstone Quorum Design 
Committee, an artist and photographer. It is Frank’s vision of  
a major piece of interactive art, surrounded by brownstone  
topography that the Quorum plans to implement. He will share 
the history and various meaning of labyrinths, and how those 
things fit into Portland’s community development. 
Nature’s march of soil and trees is a constant force on the New 
England landscape. It provides the illusion of a consistent world, 
making it easy for one generation to believe that what is, has 
always been, and always must be. A visit to Portland Riverfront 
Park defies that kind of thinking. 
Its grassy open glades conceal the layers of stone that were 
heaved into place by Portland families over two hundred years. 

Brownstone as art; art in Brownstone
Don’t Miss the Labyrinth Presentation on Monday, January 27 at 7:00 PM.... 

A Preview of Great Things to Come at Portland Riverfront Park
We invite your family to stand in the middle of the 

park at the top of the slope, above the water’s 
edge. If you could bore a hole straight down 

20 feet, you would see the Connecticut 
River the same way a person did in  

colonial times.    
Afterwards, walk away from the 
water to the slopes hidden in the 
woods. There, the piles of boul-
ders reveal the evolution of our 
community, and blend into the 
natural topography. The park is 
not only historic, but is truly a 

work of art. 
For 4000 years, when he wanted to 

make certain that those who come 
after were never mistaken that a place 

was designed by man, a deliberate circle 
was etched into the ground. We propose to 

construct a classic 7 circuit labyrinth into this  
dramatic arrangement of stone and flowing contours. We 

will build it in a place that was mistook for wilderness 
by most Portland residents, until just a few years ago.  
There are other labyrinths behind churches, or 
in picturesque settings. But our labyrinth will be  

special. This is because the sense of place is so strong, 
and the topography so embracing to this mystical form. 
Come and find out how to celebrate and implement 
change in your life, and in Portland. 

______________________________________________________________________________

“With a labyrinth, you make a choice to go in – and once 
you’ve chosen, around and around you go. But you always 
find your way to the center.”

~ Jeff Bridges
_______________________________________________________________________________

The Brownstone Quorum will be constructing the labyrinth at Portland Riverfront Park on 
a site just to the right of the path shown above. 
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By Jeanne Dilworth

A right turn at the bottom of the hill on Brownstone Avenue, 
from Middlesex, leads to a quite, peaceful and beautiful spot – 
Portland Riverfront Park. The grass is green. The view is wide. 
The Connecticut River flows swiftly, but quietly, by. Brown-
stone boulders mark comfortable sitting places. Picnic tables 
and wooden benches invite. A brownstone-framed performance 
stage echoes with the sounds of summer concerts. Trails, wide 
and narrow, lead off to explorations. 
It wasn’t always this way. Over the last thirteen years, the scene 
has changed. Dead, deformed trees, thick underbrush and  
haphazard piles of brownstone boulders once hid the beauty of 
what lay beneath. A small group of Portland residents worked 
hard to unearth that beauty. 

IT WORKS THIS WAY
The development and maintenance of Portland Riverfront 
Park has been the focus and work of the Brownstone Quorum,  
always in collaboration with the Town government, especially 
with the Public Works and Parks and Recreation departments. 
On the first Saturday of each month, a small group of residents 
converges at the Park to cut and groom trails, clear brush and 
dead trees, plant shrubs, new trees, flowering plants and bulbs. 
Weekly, in the warm months, Quorum member Steve Klick mows 
the grass and main trail with great attention to detail, while Tom 
Bransfield trims around park “furniture,” the stage and Pavilion. 

Steve and fellow member Norm Rossignol own backhoes that 
they use to move boulders and logs too large for a wheelbarrow. 
Help is always needed and appreciated. Anyone interested in 
helping out on any of these projects is invited to come on down 
and join the “party.” If you would like to receive email notices  
regarding any of our work parties, please send a request to 
brownstonequorum@gmail.com. 

A PLACE FOR EVERYONE
Every day, people walk the trails at Portland Riverfront Park. It’s 
a great place to walk the dog, but more and more people are 
coming down to picnic, play Frisbie or just sit and watch the 
river flow by. In the summer months, the Quorum organizes 
evening concerts with the Parks and Recreation Department 
and the Portland Library, presenting a wonderfully entertain-
ing music series on Tuesday evenings. Watching the little kids 
dance to the music is almost as good as listening to it – and the 
listening is good. Weather permitting, you can catch a concert 
this year on July 22, July 29, August 5 and August 12. Bring a 
picnic dinner and a chair or blanket, and relax or dance to some 
fabulous music. 
The newest addition to the Park is the pavilion. Bad weather need 
no longer spoil your plans! If you have an event planned, contact 
the Parks and Recreation Department at 860-342-6757. For a 
small fee, you can reserve the pavilion for your private gathering. 

MORE TO COME
The park is lovely and already offers great benefits to Portland 
townspeople and their guests, but the Brownstone Quorum, 
working withthe Town of Portland, has plans for more features. 
Immediate needs include a water supply to the park to support 
bathrooms and other general uses.  Some people think adding 
a gazebo would be nice, while others have suggested a look-out 
tower at the north end of the park to enhance views of the 
Connecticut River. Both are on a long-range plan.
One feature that is definitely part of the Park’s future is the 
construction of a labyrinth – a meditation path – which the 
Quorum has designed and will commence building in 2014. 
Read more about that on the opposite page. 

A WALK IN THE PARK

LEFT: The area that would 
become the Performance 
Stage shows trees burdened 
with bittersweet and a  
covering of undergrowth. A 
grove of trees is cordoned 
off so they would not be 
taken down. 

BEFORE

AFTER
RIGHT: The area was 
cleared and with a tremen-
dous amount of help from 
the Portland Public Works 
Dept., the stage was built. 

Concert goers converge on 
the stage area and the field 
on summer evenings, as 
music fills the air. 

NOW

Quorum members Tom Bransfield, Norm Rossignol and Jim Tripp spread stone with the aid 
of Steve Klick’s dump trailer, at the National Monument overlooking the Quarries.
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Saturday, October 19, 2013
On October 19, 2013, the Quorum hosted their first Haunted 
Trail Tour through the Park woods. From early Saturday morn-
ing until a few minutes before the first guests arrived at 2:45 
PM, Quorum members set up “scary” scenes, games, pumpkin 
decorating and more, in preparation for their first-ever Hal-
loween party. They installed several generators hidden in the 
woods that would power spooky sounds, lights and music. 
Hundreds of feet of lights and wires were strung and hidden 
for the sight and sound systems, and a variety of spooks were 
hidden behind trees and hung from branches. The pavilion was 
organized with ten different activities for the kids to enjoy. 

They decorated pumpkins with 
Sue Bransfield, got their faces 
painted by Serenity and Tina, 
who had innocently offered 
to “help,” played Candy Corn 
Bowling with Dolores Dillon 
and listened to scary stories 
told by Nan Zimmer.
Each activity earned them a 
stamp on their “ticket,” which 
ultimately was redeemed for 
prizes. The younger kids, up 

to 10 years old, were escorted 
along the trail, bravely fac-
ing the spooky (but not too 
spooky) ghosts, goblins and 
wild animals that moaned 

and howled as darkness gath-
ered. As they left, parents and 

kids declared the Haunted Trail Tour “haunted to just the right 
degree.” 
Most of the older kids arrived after dark. They happily and 
good-naturedly played the same games as the younger ones, 
and set off on the trails that had become even scarier. The 
skeletons rose from the brush, showing only the white of their 

Kids enjoyed decorating pumpkins and 
“bobbing” for donuts on a string. 

The Pavilion would soon be filled 
with kids playing games and crafts.

Several “haunters” occupied the trail, scar-
ing many as the night wore on. The witches were brewing up their secret Brownstone potion.

First  
  Annual
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bones, moaning in agony. An ancient monk, staff in hand and 
all in black except for the gray of his long, unkempt hair and 
ragged beard, guarded the cemetery marked with tipped and 
fallen monuments. The dead bride of a long lost sailor rose 
from near the river, moaning as she waited for his return, her 
translucent veil flowing in the breeze off the water. All along the 
trail, faint apparitions and real ghosts kept even the super-cool 
teenagers cautious. 
By 8:00, the evening was declared a success by kids and their 
parents, all who went away smiling, while the Quorum mem-
bers packed up, cleaned up and by 9:30 PM, left the park to its 
regular nighttime visitors. 
The ideas and planning for the event were the work of Frank 
and Carol Winiski, who have had experience planning recre-
ational activities of various kinds. They had been preparing for 
this for months and had gone to tag sales and second-hand 
shops, where they had picked up many of the props. Prizes 
were purchased at major supply houses.
There was much to be done to pull off the event successfully. 
Between the scenes in the woods and all the games, set up was 
a full day affair, not to mention everything had to be dismantled 
afterwards. It made for a very long day and the event could not 
have been accomplished without all the volunteers who gra-
ciously gave of their time and talents to help out the Quorum.
Volunteers included members of Portland High’s Key Club, St. 
Mary Church Youth Group and several town residents. Key 
Club members, advised by Krista Karch, were Danielle Cote, 
Mile Hernandez, Ruthie Kelly, Madison Letray, Callie Mertel, 
Rebekah Mizener, Nicole Picard, Nicki Talerico, Jill Webber and 
Anna Rose Zampano. 

It was a

Time!

St. Mary’s Youth Group 
members, coordinated by Ei-
leen Coniff, included Justin 
Scrivino, Emily Dillon, Becca 
Tripp and Emily Guilmette. 
Community volunteers in-
cluded John Dillon, Jane Kl-
emba, Clancy Dillon, Chantal 
Foster, T.J. Zack and Tony 
(a friend of Chantal), Ryan 
Janowski, a student at Hartford Arts Academy, Susan Bransfield, 
the Thatcher family – Wendy, her daughter Lauren and her son 
Jesse, Tina and Serenity, Andrea Fassler and Joyce Vacca, who 
loaned numerous costumes to the Quorum. 
Brownstone Quorum member/workers included Frank and Car-
ol Winiski, Howard Rosenbaum, Cindy Andrus, Nan Zimmer, 
Ruth McGowan, Jeanne Dilworth, Steve Klick, Cari Klick, Tom 
Bransfield, Gloria Gdovin, Brenda Rossignol, Norm Rossigno, 
JimTripp, Sue Fiedler and Gail Landry.
As you can see, the Haunted Trail Tour was not only a success, 
but also a lot of work. Even with all the volunteers we had, we 
could have used more. In a follow-up meeting, BQ determined 
where improvements can be made. As you read the names of 
those who volunteered and find names you recognize, be sure 
to thank them for their hard work and talk to them about the 
Brownstone Quorum. Ever since the Quorum began nearly 16 
years ago, we always said we would be grateful for any contri-
butions anyone could make regardless of how small. That is 
still true. Come and find out what it feels like to be needed and 
appreciated!

Face Painting was very popular. Serenity and Tina did a great job!

The bride of a long lost mariner was seen 
haunting the trails that evening. It’s said she 
can still be seen in the park on her anniver-
sary, waiting for her husband’s return. 

“Good Witch” Brenda Rossignol kept 
kids busy with the Bean Bag Toss game. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
October 18, 2014 for the  

Second Annual Haunted Trail Tour!
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QUORUM OFFICERS
The Brownstone Quorum is managed by an Executive Board 
consisting of four officers, and the Chairs of several standing 
committees. In addition, one Quorum member is appointed 
to serve as liaison to the Portland Board of Selectmen. Two 
at-large community members and a liaison from the Portland 
Historical Society complete the Executive Board, which meets 
on the first Monday of each month. 

QUARTERLY MEETINGS
In addition to the monthly meetings, the Quorum holds four 
quarterly meetings that begin with a short business meeting 
and segue into special programs of public interest. Over the 
years, programs have covered many topics, including town  
enhancement, the Brownstone Quarries, the geographical  
history of the Connecticut River Valley, and of course, Portland 
Riverfront Park, amongst others. The Quorum strives to choose 

timely topics and presenters that can discuss issues that will 
be of interest to Quorum members and Town residents. All 
members are welcome to attend and are encouraged to bring 
guests as well. 
The first quarterly meeting is held in January of each year, and 
is called the “Annual” meeting. This meeting is unique from the 
others because officer elections are held during this meeting. 
This year’s Annual meeting will be held at 7:00PM on January 
27 at the Portland Senior Center. After the elections, the pre-
sentation “Brownstone as Art. Art in Brownstone” will begin. 
See page 2 for more details. 

QUORUM REVIEW
The Quorum Review is the official newsletter publication of the 
Brownstone Quorum. It covers events of the Quorum as well as 
park development and other Quorum news. If you have an idea 
for a story that you think would interest other readers, please let 

us know! Your input, as well as stories are welcome 
and encouraged. Please send any correspondence to 
brownstonequorum@gmail.com.

WORK PARTIES
Work parties at the park are held the first Saturday 
of every month at 9:00AM. In the winter when the 
ground is frozen, we typically use the time to cut 
and remove dead trees (that are marked during the 
warmer season) that block vistas of the river or are 
deemed to be a potential safety hazard. As spring  
arrives, we clean, rake and remove branches and 
sticks from the areas that will be mowed soon.  
Garden areas are cleared in preparation for plantings 
and trail pruning resumes. Summer and fall work 
parties include general maintenance of all aspects of 
the park – trails, stage, grass, vistas, gardens, etc., and 
even a work party picnic or two.
In addition to the general tasks that always need to 
be done, special attention is paid to any new features 
being added to the park. This year, much work will 
be required to build the new labyrinth. Clearing and 
digging (most of which will be done with large ma-
chinery), leveling and placement of stone are on the 
“to do” list. 
Please consider joining us at any of our work parties. 
As the park grows, so do our volunteer needs, and 
any help would be greatly appreciated. Thank you in 
advance!

aBout the Brownstone Quorum...

Contact Us!
The Brownstone Quorum

P.O. Box 402
Portland, CT 06480

www.brownstonequorum.org
Email: brownstonequorum@gmail.com

The upper photo shows a view of the main field area prior to clearing and 
planting grass. The lower photo shows the completed recreational field with the 
Connecticut River beyond. All the clearing was done by a handful of dedicated 
Quorum members. Currently, they are working on removing dead trees along the 
riverbank to improve the vistas. 
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Please fill out this form and mail it with your check made payable to: The Brownstone Quorum, Inc., PO Box 402, Portland, CT 06480  
All Memberships are for 2014 calendar year. Your information will not be sold or exchanged and is for BQ correspondence only.

BIKERS FOR THE CURE

REGISTRATION
Rider Information ...................................................................................$25.00

Name

Address

City

Email

Passenger Information ............................................................................$15.00

Name

Address

City

Email

Total $$ _________

Please make checks payable to: BIKERS FOR THE CURE

RIDE WAIVER AND RELEASE

Participant must agree in order to be eligible to participate in ride.

By signing your name on the “I Agree” line below, you agree, warrant and
covenant as follows:

I understand that my consent to these provisions is given in consideration of the
acceptance of this registration and for being permitted to participate in this event.
I am a voluntary participant in this event, and in good physical condition.

I KNOW THAT THIS EVENT IS A POTENTIALLY HAZARDOUS ACTIVITY AND I
HEREBY ASSUME FULL AND COMPLETE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY INJURY
OR ACCIDENT WHICH MAY OCCUR DURING MY PARTICIPATION IN THIS
EVENT OR WHILE ON THE PREMISES OF THIS EVENT, AND I HEREBY
RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS AND COVENANT NOT TO FILE SUIT
AGAINST THE SUSAN G. KOMEN FOR THE CURE, THE SUSAN G. KOMEN FOR
THE CURE CONNECTICUT AFFILIATE, ITS OTHER LOCAL AFFILIATES AND
ANY AFFILIATED INDIVIDUALS, THE BIKERS FOR THE CURE, THE HOSTING
FACILITY, ANY RIDE SPONSORS AND THEIR AGENTS AND EMPLOYEES, AND
ALL OTHER PERSONS OR ENTITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THIS EVENT (THE
“RELEASEES”) FROM ANY LOSS, LIABILITY OR CLAIMS I MAY HAVE ARIS-
ING OUT OF MY PARTICIPATION IN THIS EVENT, INCLUDING PERSONAL
INJURY OR DAMAGE SUFFERED BY ME OR OTHERS, WHETHER SAME BE
CAUSED BY FALLS, CONTACT WITH PARTICIPANTS, CONDITIONS OF THE
ROUTE, NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASEES OR OTHERWISE.

If I do not follow all the rules of this event, I understand that I may be removed
from the ride. I give my full permission to Bikers For The Cure, the hosting facili-
ty and any ride sponsors and their agents to use any photographs, videotapes,
audiotapes or other recordings of me that are made during the course of this event. 

RULES
Please: 

NO HORSEPLAY – NO BURNOUTS – NO LOUD PIPES
Ride in STAGGERED FORMATION (left track, right track).
Keep a TWO SECOND DISTANCE.
PLEASE allow space for BLOCKERS to PASS ON LEFT.

St. Zip

St. Zip

Thank You!

THANK YOU for helping to eradicate breast cancer as a life threatening disease. Rev: 9-May-07

RIDER PASSENGER
I Agree (signature):                  I Agree (signature):

This is my first BFTC ride.

I have attended _______ BFTC rides.

This is my first BFTC ride.

I have attended _______ BFTC rides.

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND BRING IT WITH YOU TO THE RIDE.

For office
use only.
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Cell

Ages of Family Members: 
(for family membership)   1.__________ 2.__________ 3.__________ 4.__________ 5.__________ 6.__________ 

¨	Individual	..........................$ __________

¨ Family of 3 or more	.........$ __________

¨	Business	.............................$ __________

¨	I would like to gift 
	 a membership to a 
	 person or family 
	 (information attached)	.$ __________

¨	Additional contribution 
	 to support the efforts  
	 of the Quorum	................$ __________

TOTAL ENCLOSED  $__________________

MY INTEREST LEVEL:

¨	Active Participating Member

¨	Supportive Member Only 

I AM INTERESTED IN OFFERING MY TIME AND TALENTS:

¨ Volunteering for work parties (clearing, gardening, etc.)

¨	Helping out with Quorum events 

¨	Becoming a committee and/or board member

¨	I would like to receive newsletters  
	 (mailing address required above)

¨	I would like to receive event info 
	 (email address required above)

Membership in the Brownstone Quorum is open to all. Individuals and families may choose to 
be active or simply supportive members. 100% of all funds received by the Quorum are used 
to support Quorum activities and enhance the beauty and use of our natural resources in Port-
land. The current principal focus is on the development of Portland Riverfront Park and public 
activities that take place there.    
Please consider joining the Brownstone Quorum. An individual membership is only $10, while 
businesses and families of three or more, living in the same house, are $25.00. You can also gift 
a membership to a friend! Just provide their contact information so we can include them in our 
newsletter mailings and event announcements. Additional contributions or memorial donations 
are truly appreciated. Use the enclosed envelope to pay your membership for 2014. If you have 
any questions, please feel free to contact us at brownstonequorum@gmail.com.

DO YOU Q?
Become a Quorum memBer Today!

Won’t you join us and help support the continuing efforts of the 
Brownstone Quorum in your community?

Dedicated to preserving  
Portland’s natural history and resources  

for generations to come.

2014 Brownstone Quorum Membership Form

¨	NEW MEMBER    ¨ RENEWING MEMBER
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    Save the Date!

   Be sure to join us  

 for our Labyrinth  

Presentation on  

Mon., Jan. 27 at 7 PM  

at the Portland  

Senior Center!   

  Details in
side.

Labyrinth Presentation 
Monday, January 27 • 7:00 PM 

Main Meeting Room 
Portland Senior Center

EVERYONE WELCOME!

BROWNSTONE 
 QUORUM CALENDAR

First Monday each Month – 6:00 PM 
BQ Board Meeting at the Senior Center

First Saturday each Month – 9:00 AM 
Work Party at Portland Riverfront Park 

All are welcome and encouraged to help us build  
and maintain the Park for all to enjoy!

Monday, January 27 – 7:00 PM 
Presentation: Brownstone as Art, Art in Brownstone

Tuesday, July 22 
FREE Concert at the Park

Tuesday, July 29 
FREE Concert at the Park

Tuesday, August 5 
FREE Concert at the Park

Tuesday, August 12 
FREE Concert at the Park

Saturday, October 18 
2nd Annual Haunted Trail Tour


