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Growing Instructions

Seed # 1 Days to Maturity 100 days.  Soil Requirements: Fertile, well-drained 
soils with an optimal pH of 6.5. Little to no additional fertilization 
needed. Avoid high nitrogen prior to flowering, as it will delay 
fruiting. Phosphorus and calcium will boost yields and prevent 
blossom end rot. 
— support required: provide trellising or other support to increase 
yield and ease of harvest. 
— row covers: row cover young plants. remove row covers when 
temperatures go above 85˚f to prevent damage to plants. monitor 
for aphids.  plant spacing: 15” single row; 18-24” double row.  row 
spacing: 24-36”.  start seeds indoors 8-10 weeks before 
transplanting. sow seeds ¼” deep in trays or shallow flats, 4 seeds 
per inch.  germinate with heat mat for 10+ days, alternating 82˚f for 
8 hours and 90˚f for 16 hours.  at true leaf stage (4 weeks), 
transplant (bump up) to 2”-cell flats or 4” pots. 
— move transplants outdoors to harden off gradually for 3-5 days, 
protecting seedlings from wind, strong sun, hard rain and cold. 
— transplant 2-4 weeks after last frost, when soil temperatures 
reach at least 70˚f.

Seed # 2 Direct seed 2" Apart.  Seed depth 1/2". Thin to 6-8" apart. Full Sun. Sow 
seeds outdoors when the soil has warmed .  Tolerant of heat and 
drought, but not of cold Keep well picked for higher yields

Seed # 3 Planting depth: 1/8-1/4".  Plant spacing: for determinate varieties 12-
18", for indeterminate 24-36".  row spacing  4-6’ centers. when to sow - 
Days to maturity are from transplants. Start seeds 6-8 weeks 
before planting date. Optimal soil temperature for germination is 75-
85°F; seeds in colder situations will germinate very slowly. Do not 
start too early; transplants will suffer if allowed to become root 
bound and leggy. Harden off transplants by reducing water and 
nitrogen fertilizer. Transplant outdoors after danger of frost has 
passed. 

Seed # 4 Direct sow in spring or fall.  Slight cold weather tolerant.



Seed # 5 Direct sow after last frost. Perennial in warm climates that self-
seeds easily.
Direct-seed outdoors in rich soil; needs full sun.
Minimal watering, no fertilizer. Sunlight: Full sun.  Maturity: 55-75 
days.  Spacing: 4 to 8 inches apart in all directions 

Seed # 6 Sow outdoors 1 to 2 weeks after last frost or indoors in plantable 
pots 3 to 4 weeks prior to last frost.  Germination 7-14 days with soil 
temp of 72 - 75 degrees  Depth 1/2" to 1" Spacing 4 to 5 seeds per hill 
spaced 4' apart in all directions; Thin to 3 best plants.  light rich 
well drained soil in full sun.

Seed # 7 seeds need to be started indoors, planted 1/4" deep in pots or flats 6 - 
8 weeks before last frost.  Thin seedlings when they reach 2 " tall 
and transplant into individual pots. Transplant outdoors 24" to 30" 
apart in rows of 36" apart when nightime temperatures are above 50 
degrees.


