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INTRODUCTION

——

1. It is the duty of the scction commander to train
his section and to lead and command it in the feld in
- accordance with the principles laid down in_Infantry
- Vol. II.

poal is a guide for the training of non-com-
missigned officers and private soldiers as commanders of
infantry sections in war.

2, In battle the secthom commander will carry out
the anders and comply with the intentions of his platoon
commander. Disciplined initiative will be sncouraged.

The platcon commander makes his plan, in sccordance
with the orders he has received. He gives his orders to

ders and they carry them out.  Tode
ont commanders must be able o give

their sectivns must be trained to understand and earry
ont their crders.

Section commanders have not caly 10 keep their own
sections under control; they must also keep themselves
under the control of their platoon commanders,  Unee
control is lost, co-ordination becomes impossible.  The
#cotion is an integral part of the plateon.
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. 8 By personal courage, by knowledge of his profes-
sion, and by moral qualities, the scction commander

must gain the respect of his men, o that they can be CHAPTER I
relied upon to carry out his orders in the stress of battle,
4. The section commander’s administrative dutics LEADERSHIP

in connection with the arms, equipment, clothing and | L. The gueatities of a leader
rations of his men, and the care of their feet, are not

dealt with T i i i lopment of the necessary moral qualities ia

W‘ minihh hn-ml. bl ing wilkSs ih-:r;i:ﬁ et to be attained in the training of an army.

= j e g ” #, Mo ssccesaful military leader has ever existed who
did not possess s described as *° character.

definition of the term “character’” is not

- E:r"ﬁlmi various qualities which go to make up

" foren of character’” should be expluined to the pro-

spective section commanders ou the following lines, in
simple language.
3. They are:—

L |

e #il. Determination. .

4. Unselfishness implies subordination of sl to con-
-—*""ﬂé:tji:n for otm:lm;ﬁnyin.; for your side rather than
for yourself, In all places, under all conditions, it
implies tact and a knowledge of human natore. It
shouald not in any wity run counter to discipline, which
is maintained by cxample, rather than by panish-
ment.  The brave man is always unselfish,

- Loyalty in its widest sense means loyalty not only
tuTm Ki!:g?muh'y. army, regiment, or cause, but also
B
13071
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" to the wishes, onders, and teaching of the immediate
Jsuperior.  The terms ' quite straight'' or *' playing the
game' " are implied in the term " loyalty' ",

6. Determination means *seeing a thing through,
once the plan has been decided upn:. nu-mgmaunr what
opposition is mtI:dlthﬂo on —it is nkin te
stout-heartedness fighting spirit, and i

_ wns;ﬂﬁvlw:llﬂ, ‘ggmﬁhmm:?}
3 an vidunl defin increascs that )

i “;Lr iﬂ.dr\-.ulnall_i .

7. Simple, concrote examples dawn from

in wir or peace should be related in exp

8. After suitablo explanation of the al
myﬂﬂ‘ should have (:1!;‘?; in his head
et ; 2

1 must play up for my section. and be sympathstic
to the men undu:;re my o S A e
example, and maintain discipline frmly.

I must go on trying and never give up. :

I must “'play the game’"—by my regiment,
company, by my platoon commander, a:
my platoon serjeant. Rl

something

i

o,

. 2. The standard of training
1. In order to be able to lead his gection, a section

commander must know i—
= § How to employ the weapons with which hia
e .
it. How to use groumd,
il The four s formations (Sec. 15, 1) and how
o use each
-5 o section commander must understand the
%’mu what a private soldler must know
about these three sabjects and what be himself has to
know :—
i Weapons—

stbe A section commander
“of the most be himself skilled in
ons, and most the use of the sectidn
a8 ardered by his  weapons, must decide, also,
mander. subject to his platoon
commander”s orders :—
i. The weapon touse.
ik When touse it.
iii. The: place from which
o wse it
iv. The target.
v. Therate of fire,
2
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iil. Ground —Knowledge of ground is essestial to
enable —

A private soldier to make A sectlon commander to
the best use of ground he adopt the most suitable
is ordered 10 occupy of formation, and, subject to -

TROVE (VEr. his ‘platoon commander's ]
orders, to lead his section -
gi}. the Jeast 'l"l.lll'&ﬂ‘l’lhh line i
" IPFIDMII amd to mt
the best fire positions, g
iii. Formations—

A private soldier must A section commander
know s position fn cach decides, subyject Lany
formation and how to get orders h
into it, when ordered by coms
his section commander,

3. The syliabus of instriction
1. The syllabus for the training of section commanders
will dmeludes :—
i. Instruction in the three subjects, weapons,
groond, and formations, separately.
ii. Instruction in these three subjects in com-
bination, .
2. The imstruction shonld t{ake the following
SEQUENCE I—
i. {a) The organization of a bat- Chapter ITI.
talion

.y

e s e e

i
Ny

(&) The arms and equipment of
the rifls and Lewis-gun
sections.

T e,

7
{¢) The characteristics of the
section

WEADDNS.
(d) Ammunition supply.
ii. Application and control of fire. Chapter 1V.
ifi. {s) The nse of ground :— Chapter V.
{i} In fire positions.
{ii) In movement.
The use of formations—
) (i} The wvarious scction
formations and when
they should be used.
(i1} How to change from
ane to another. ’
iv. Intercommunication, ie., the Chapter VI
method of getting information—
{a) To his superiors,
(1] To those under his command.
v. The leading of thesection in the Chapter VII.
attack. £ -
v, The leading of the section in the Chapter VIIL
defence.

wif, The principles of protection. Chapter 1X.
viii. Simple tactical exercises in fire Chapter X.
and movement in eo-cperation
with other sections.

Vickers MG Collection & Research Assocation - Wi vickersmg.ong. uk
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CHAPTER III

—

ORGANIZATION, WEAPONS AND
AMMUNITION SUFPLY

4, ﬂmmnw-&
1. The section B ity
Organ[t-'::ionudahwu_ : erstand  the

A battalion—
No. 1 group—Battalion

intercommunications,
stretcher beaness,
clerks, batmen, &c.
Headquarter ] Mo. 2 group—Anti-tank section,
wing «+ | No. 3 group—Maintenance, fce,
t l.utl-ii:ﬁ;g‘[r awis
Mo, 4 group—DBand, &c. [absorbed
into other groups on
i mobilization). i

* At War Establishment,

Vickers MG Collection & Research Assocation - www. vickersmg.org.uk

headquarters,
intelligence section ®

1 machine-
guTl COTRRRDY.
3 rifla com=
panies,
A machine-
FUun COmpany=—
Headquarters,
4 machine-
x lunu-::titrnh'
A meachine-
gun section—
Headguarters.
2 sub-sections,
each  with
two machine
guns.
A rifle company—
Headguoarters.
4 platoons.
gl

‘ -I.:im?:ns. of which the odd numbered sections
. are rifle sections and the even numbered sections
are Lewis-gun sectons.
In other words, & platoon consists of 4 sections, all
ing fire power and bayonet power, buat two are
relatively stromger in fire power than the other two,
which are stronger in bayonet power.

* At War Establishment.




2. A Lewls-gun section.—A Lewis-gun section is
armed and equipped as under:—
5. dArms and equipment ~ i £ E%
I. A rifie ey foi b S =
il ot vl wton o amed st 3 L
] TEITEISE
T Egéﬁs igﬁgggsiﬁai
: BN EREE
25|4]s |2]4].5 - Sx|2|S|2|AI8E |= |= (5|7
== 29 E EEl Section 2 'y ) B
s[3813 100 £ gl et e | R B L EAR
g L i - ol i e g e
55-&5 £ o) -,g‘gagagf Het i = | 117 ? i UI1]=1 sojaem ool =i
= Pl - 14 - =
= A - | 50| 288 — |~ |-
e TR s e SHHERGEL L FEE
B, s R = = |l = ®ET 5f2 o R
No.3 )y Pzl T T Total o | 1 |_||51~1 5|5 IESOI
No's - R M
Koo . v i) orl=tsl -] =% = Weap
Total.. .. |77 .mia D | T T T g =

1. The different weapons which may be under the

adiitien ot 5p memhd S N ““w

gontrol of & section commander afe thus—
Rifle
Bayonet
Lewis gun,
H. E. grenades.
Smoke grenadea,
Revolvir.

i g
3 {1807)
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2. The section commander must understand not only
how t6 develop the skill of his men in handling thess
weapons, but also to control their employment in action.

3. He must therefore be able to recognize quitkl
the opportunities suitable for the employment of l:&l!ﬁ
particular weapon and then be able to get the weapon
he has selected, subject to any orders he may have
received from  his platoon  commander, employed
clectively without delay,

4. To do this he muost —

Undersiand and m,ﬂ,ﬁmm}

i. The powers and limi-
tations of each weapon,
and the conditions
under which each can
be used to the greatest
advantage.

i. fmsbruction in  the
characteristics of each
:;::ronjinclndin&m—
illnstrating especially—

{a) The range lmits
(&) The rates of fire.

(e} How fire sfect is
infiuenced by :—

Tie type of
The shape of the

‘The trajectery

Atm nsphtr’:.:
conditions,

Vickers MG Collection & Research Assocation - www.vickersmg.ong._uk
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fi. Lechures  explaining
the amount of ammuni=
thon for each weapon
carriedd by the section
and  individual, the
place where the next
supply comes from, and
the means of obtaining
it.
iii. Tmstruction in—
Indication of fargets or
aiming marks,
ing distance,
raction of range
cards.

ii. The system of am-
munition supply.

iti. The methods by which
to control fire,

iv. Generally the support
he can e:pq:_;l:_i{?t:rtha
fire of weapons oon-
talliedwithin the

_ platoon.

Fire arders.
Observation of fire,
Application of fire.

iv, Lecturcs and demon-
strations  dllustrati
the co-operation @
machine guns and of
other arms with in-

fantry.

Y

8. The following sections and Chapters IV and v
should form the basis of lectures and demonstrations
to classes of section commandens,

7. Characleristics of the variows weapons and their isé

1. The bayonmet.—The bayonet is the weapon for
hand to hand fighting. Ita use, or the threat of it,

(1307
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drives the enemy from the position or causes him to

surrender. It should therefore be the ambition of eve

section commander to lead his section into the hostile

position and fight the enemy with the bayonet.

ng'IItM bayonet is the principal infantry weapon in night
ting.

2. The rifle.—Accuracy iz the chief characteristic
of the rifle.

i. Rangs Hwmits.—The bullet fired from the rifle will

travel nearly two miles, but the rifle cannct be used.

effectively beyond the maximum range at which it can
be fired with accuracy. il -

Heyomd 1,000 yards the fire of even well-controllsd
vnits of riflemen seldom has much effect, and only a
very exceptional target, such as that presented by o
considerable onmber of the grouped in o volner-
able formation, would justify its use hﬁmd thiat rar

Between 1,000 and 600 vards little result car t
expected from individual fire of average men, bot
carefully controlled collective fire may be expected
h‘:&mdncc effective results at t!mca;a':ﬁ?.

Vithin 600 yards, although 1y - controlled
callective fire will produce the best results, individual
fire, when control &5 no longer m’hle. should aleas
f]l:_n& good effect, provided the have been well

ined.

ii. Rate of fire,—The rate of secerafe fire depends
on the d-egr\":eﬁtn which the firors have been tradmed.

When firing at & normal rate, the man should be able
to fire 5 carefully aimed shots & minnte; at rapid rate
15 aimed shots 4 minute,

Vickers MG Collection & Research Assocation - www.vickersmg.ong.uk
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. The Lewis The chiel characteristic of a
l.e?vin n i Iﬂpﬂ‘:l;?‘doli\‘ﬂing a heavy volume of
fire with the employment of a few men. :

i, Ramge limils. —Up to 600 yards ; vory high degree

i b from its fire. :

s Bctwmt:rfﬁ?g and 1,000 yards, althoogh the gun will
firs with great accuracy, such factors as inability to see
elearly the aiming mark, errors in jodging the exact
range, or in estimating the correct allowance to make
for wind, added to the difficulty of obscrving fire,
minimize the chances of obtaining eflect against small
m%;;nct 1,000 . unless circomstances are Viry
favourable, it is doubtful whether results can be obtained
commenserate with the ammunition expended.

i, Rads of fire.—Taking into account time for chang-
in;I maga:i{g and relaying aim between short bursts
of fire, an average firer should be able to fire 150 well-
pimed shots in a mingte.  This high rate of fire does
not produce the best effect.  Short bursts

fire, ; uses between them, are often more

moerting to t mﬁﬂmhm.:fﬂmaﬁ
a smaller expenditure of ammunition, 3 3
consist of 4 or 5 ronnds, and in rapid fire the intervals
between bursts s cut down to a minimum.

4. Considerations affecting rifle and Lewis -gun
flre.— 1

i. Rapid fire.—Rapid fire should be the exception
rltlmrmn'fh rule, owing to the expenditure of am-
munition entailed. Section commanders should be
taught to regard it as a Teserve of fire power; to be used
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in an emeTgeney, orf 48 o means of reaping full effect
[rom surprise, or when a faveurable opportunity justifics
a heavy expenditure of ammunition,

H. Application of fire,—It is desirable that e
brallet should be fired with the object of actually hit‘tr?;:
ome of the enemy, but if the enemy has good cover.
or if it is difficult to pick up the exact aiming mark,
or to locate the position of an individual in arca
known to be occupied, the best to obiain efect
4 to cover the occupied area with bullets in such a
ithia: that ares ey will o B the Tarn L ool

in area they wi i o

th-_agumu!ln’taﬁn:d. 3 be in the path of L
successful application of fire on €His princip's
demancds a knowledge of dimensions ofni%n-: and beaten
zones, of collective rifle and Lewis-gun fire, and how
the dimensions of the beaten zones are afiected by the
ﬁ’llplcfl of the ground, in relation to the trajectory of the

5. Instruction in this subject should take the form of
Iectures on the theory of collective rifle and light
automati; fire (Secs. 14-32 Small Arms Training,
Yol 1, 1924), explained with the aid of dingrams,
followed by demonstrations with ball ammuonition, to
show the aress of nd struck bullets.  False
yn?mmm will be given unless such demonstrations
include both ground horizontal to the line of fire, and
ground sloping at various angles to the line of fire.

6. Targets reprosent ﬁupe of the encmy, in
various formations, shou used to. point oot the
degres of valnerability. of tha different formaticns, in

Vickers AT_‘S Collection & Research Assocalion - www.vickersmg.org.uk
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relation to the shape of the beaten zone, The cones of
fire are best shown by demonstrations with tracer
ammunition. ;

7. The rifie grenade.—The H.E. rifle grenade,
No. 54, can be fired at a maximum range of S!gr;'aﬂlv,
and the smoke rifle grenade, No. 55, at a maximnm
mangs of 250 yards. The minimum tange for both
rifle grenades B8 100 yards. The e travels on a
high trajectory, and falls at o steep angle.

he H. ] nade, No. 54, is, therefore, suitable for
searching hg‘;}d gteép cover and forcing the enemy
out fnto the open, where the vifle and Lewis gun can gain
fire effect.

The smoke grenade, No. 55, forma & dense screen of
smoke, behind which movement can take place unseen
by the enemy.

“The arca covered by the smoke depends on the wind.
Kormally the sereen remaing dense for about 30 seconds.
consequently advantage can be derived from it only if the
forward movement starts  simultanecusly with the

bursting, of 7 ade,
n g ﬁmﬁumhn of grenades which can be
carried a section is sirictly limited (Sec. 8, 1);

seonsequently H.E. prenades shoold be used only when

other means of dislodging the enemy are obvicusly
impracticable.  Smoke e must be used onmly
as indicated by the platcon commander in his plan of
action, or in accordance with any subsequent orders
issued by him.

8. The hand grenade.—The hand e is s0
limited in its range by the powers of the thrower that if
used in the open the ibrower bimsclf is in the danger
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area. Consequently, it must be regarded merely as a
means of dislodging or destroying the enemy in cramped
fighting, such as house to house or trench fighting.
Even in a trench system success can usually be won more
cheaply and more quickly by movement above ground,
by small-arm fire.

9, The revolver.—The revolver is the porsonal
weapon of the Nos, 1 and 2 of Lewis-gun sections, for
close quarter fighting.

B. Ammumition supply

1. The amount of ammunition carried by a section:

in action is subject to special orders to meet then
of any particalnr u?.*mrion. There  is;oho A
normal scale which will be carried unless special onders
are given to vary the amount.

i, Rifle section—

S.d.A. '33.—The commander and men of a
rifle section each carry 120 rounds of S A A
in their pouches: This may be
E(r.i-:lr to going into action, by the addition of

rounds carried in the bandolier.

Grenades—

8 smoke grenades 1 each carried by Nos. 1, 2
and 3; 2 cach camied by

Kos. 4, Sand 6.

3 H.E. grenadea 1 each carried by Nos. 1, 2
and 3.

3 dischargers 1 each carried by Noa. 4, 5
and 6.

{5ee also Seco. B, L.)-

19

fi. Lewis-pun section-—

5.4.A, *803.—The normal amoont carried by a
gection, consisting of a commander and 6
men, for mobile operations is 20 magazines,
containing 47 rounds cach = #40 rounds fur
the Lewis gun. [FFor rifles, all except the
Nes, 1 and 2 carry 50 rounds in chargers.

Revolver ammunition.—Nos, 1 and 2 sach carry 13
rounds of revolver ammuonition.

(See also Sec. B, 2.)

2. The first supply for the lenkshment of am-
munition will normally be obtalned as follows:—

t. 5. AA. 303 from the company pack animals ard
the Lewis-gun limber,

ii. Grenades from the grenade limber, with first Line
transport.

iii, Revolver ammunition from the S.A.A. limber,
with first line transport.

3. Sometimes, when tanks are co-operating, arrange-
ments may be made for them to carry ammunition to
hand over to the infantry during an action. Aeraplanes,
dropping ammunition, are a possible means of

supply.

4. In position warfare ammunition i3 sometimes
supplied from small ammunition dumps in positions
handv for the supply of the forward anits.

11307y i
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5. The principle of ammunition supply is: (2} that
it should readily be forthcoming en demani, and (b) that
it should be sent forward, and no man engaged in action
should be allowed to po back to obtain it

A section comman will inform his platecn com. IV
mander of his requirements, so that arrangements can CHAPTER I
be made to have ammunition sent up to the section, - —

FIRE

(See: also Sec. 1, 7.

G : 9. Iudization of fargels

1. General remarks.—TIt is estimated that 75 per
cent. of shots on the battleficld are probably wasted
owing to bad indication and recognition.

i indi int,, -or
2. In teaching indication, a refercnce point,
points, with ranges to‘each, will always be given.

3. Aiming points will be described whenever possilils
; tqriﬁﬁi:g‘tp;cthodw: i.e., without aids. If aids are
“uwied the reference point will always be named befor

| the description of the aiming point.

4, To ensure wniformity one system of indication is
imperative throughout the army.

5. Supplementary methods, known respoctively as the

:l vertical clock ray and degres methods, may b nzed in
| connection with reference po:nts. "
| 1300 2

Vickers MG Collection & Research Assocation - wWWW.ViCKErsmg.ong.uk
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IxsTrucTor's Notes
{Taught in Stages.)

6. 1st Stage.

Description of aiming points, without aids,
' Direct,”” or normal method, wusing (i) or (i) as
required :— -

i Indecation by description of any ohvions target.
it, Indication by direction, e.p., slightly, quarter,
hall, threc-quarter, right or left from either.
(o) Last target, or
(&) General direction in whvich men aremeving or
facing, ending up with description of target
in ench case. p

Kit required :—One aiming pest for each section

commander.

7. 2nd Stage.

Indication of alming points, wsing aids. Aids
should only be used whién absolutely necessary.

Various Alds

i. Reference polnts.—Prominent objects—about 20°
apart—"Within the probable prea==0f different
kinds., Names by which they are to be known must be
made clear to all.

ii. Vertical clock ray.—Should only be cmployed
where there i3 a considemble com of view over
the ground. Clock rays show the directisn of an object

e

23

' Reference: point.”  The lowest part of the
:ﬁ?m:ta int is thk‘n):‘{m Be the centre of the face of &
clock. imagi clock will mot always hang
absolately vertically, but should be taken to be lying
on-the surface of the particular piece of ground in wse,
and may be sloping towards the olserver at any angle
between the vertical and the borizontal.. The dwrection
of the tanget right o leit of the reference point is given
together with the clock ray.

Example: Windmill—Right—4 o clock—Two busles
(Fig. 1)

Fia. 1.

jii. Degree method, the angalar distance beirg
measured by graticuled field glasses, by the use of tie
hamd or by any convenicnt appliance such as the faresight
or bachsight of the rifle, or the feresight of the Lewis gua.

Vickers MG Collection & Research Assocation - wWWW.VICKErSmMg.ong. Uk .
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This methed shows approximately the angular distance
af the target from the reference point. and cun als be
uzed to Ii!.'m!_ﬂ. in the ease of a distributed fire onder,
:-ht-' lateral width of distribution required to cover the

Example: Windmill—Right—4 o’ clack Frees—
Small bush (Fig, 2). - o

Fra: 2.

8. All ranks should know what angles are subrtended
by the various parts of their own hands when hebd at

25

arm's length (Fig. 3) or by the sights of the rifie when
Leld in the aiming position (Fig. 4).
Fic. 3.

L1

A 'l
Nore.—Thamb and fingers extended, as shewn
above (about 19°), fisk clenched (87), first and second

kmuckles (3°)

Fiz. 4
s
-3 -
— e
by e o £4 I

W/

(&)

Nore. —The degrees shewn in both above Figures

are only approximite; cach man mipst test for himself:

Vickers MG Collection & Research Assocalion - www.vickersmg.ong. uk
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8. For purposes of instroction, a pormable degree
scale (calcnlated for a ‘giver: distance, say 10 yards)
should be made. A suitable defrec scale is made by
FiEAnS t_:al'_a_aii‘bn,g wooden board divided off, and markes
into divisions representing .degrees at the distance
sclected.  For use at 10 yards the board should be 10
foot long to assist in measuring 10 yards by taking
4 times its length. It should be marked o' at its
centre point and 8 divisions of -3 inches marked off
on either side of this point, and numbered 1 to 9 con-

Fia. 5,

s 7
secutively, For practical purposes this is sufficiently
accurate,  For purposes of practice a degree scale
{ealenlated for a given distance, say 20 yards) can be
painted on & wall in barracks.

Note.—The distance in cach case will be measured
from the position of the cye when in the normal aiming
position.

10. The angles subtended may vary slightly with each
person. It is therclore neocsary for each individual to
memortze the angles as seen by him,

11. The indication should end in each cass with a
description of the aiming point.

12, Exampls of the use of both the clock ray and
degrea methods fo indicate a target and the amount ol
distribution required :—Windmill—Right—4 o'clock—
2 Il bush—From bush to a point right—
5 degrees (Fig. 5).

13. Practice in Indication.—A rifle i laid on the
point or points o' be indicated {or pins can be wsed on
miniature - landscape targets); the leader uoder instruc-
tion indicates the target by the methods described above.
“The remainder of the class recogaize it.

14. Horizontal clock code.—This code is nsed to
describe tarpets to an observor at a distance and when
the target cannot be accurately located by co-ordinates
on o square or gridded map,

i. All officers, warrant officers and senior N.C.0s
down to plateon serjeants will be instrocted in
this methad, as it enables infantry to indicate
the approximate positions of targets to
artillery, machine guns, &e.

an B
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3i. In this method the " Reforence pofnt™* is taken to

[t
=%

=

-

b the centre of & clock lying flat on the qund
ﬁm;hm o'clock pointing approximately true
ot

i. The position of the target is indicated by asing a

clock ray combined with the distance between
the reference point and the tasget, sstimatad in

{i}ﬂh, (See Sec. 10.
. In Fig. 6 an infantry obstrver has seen a gun firing

behind some rising ground South of Staple
Church, and sends back the following
InesEage -—

A.'Tn ju_i RE‘I‘.. Map. HAZEBROUCK 8
T o . Lan  sec  onomy firing.
Six o'clock:  BO0  yanrds fmms AP.LE.
CHURCH. 1430 hrs. "~ (Signature).'’

. An advantage of this method is that tho receiver

of the message need not know the sender's
position.

vi, Reporling chrervalion of arfillery fire.—It is

also possible.to report o target to the

by this means and subsequently get their
fire on to it. The target is reported by the
horizontal clock code as in snb-para. iv.
It is adtvisable that the relerence paint shoald,
if possible, have been agreed on previops]
with the artillery commander concerned,
and in any case it should be a point whicli can
be identifhed on the map, When the battery
starts firing, the imaginary clock is moved so
that its centre caincides with the target,
12 o'clock again pointing approximately
true North.

e
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vil. The "Ectlinf" of the imaginary clock-face is
most easily done by the observer daking a
bearing on the reference point or target, cither

: h% compass or estimation, and then placing
12 o'clock to comncide with true North, e,
bearing s 60°, true—12 o'clock will then be
to the left and bevond the reference point,
and the observer is looking across the clock-
face from 8 o'clock to' 2 n%.

Notes.=—=1. As each round falls, its direction from the
target is reported with reference to the clock face and its
distance from the t,urget is ‘estimated in yards (e.g.,
3 o'clock, 200 yards; 9 o'clock, 50 yards).

2. Whenever poazible ﬂhlflu.-:c or places from which
the target can be scen should be stated, or information
given as to where a guide can be procured to lend the
artillery chserving ofhcer to a point whence he can see
the target. This gives the artillery abu'uﬁ officer
a chance of having the target definitely painted out to
him,
10. Judging distarce
1. Distances may be Judged ;—
i. By measuring the intervening ground with the
in terms of some familiar unit such ag 1

rards,

il. B_-p:;:hju:uol known size: by the vigibility of the
object as  afected bl?r light, atmospheric
conditions, background, &c

iii, Dy bracketing.

iv, By halving.

e

.f.

3

\ nse of key ranges and maps.
:;. E};- the m;ﬂy {or average) of the estimates of
several individuals.

will be practised until it is found that
di:ﬁnﬁgﬁhﬁuwﬂmﬂy j”dEl':'" from the general
impression comveyad to the aye. he observer must,
howewer, bear in mind that his Eudgrneni may be i
flnenced by certain conditions of ground, light, . {5
which age mentioaed below :—
i Obfects are overestimated—
Nhen i Lyin
}-\"m m'mnfm object are of & similar
colour,

ot g'l'mnd.
Muﬂ:iug over a valley or undulating ground

in dull or foggy weather.
il Objects are underesiimated—
When the sun is behind the observer.

i Jear atmospliere,
m.ﬁh o and object are of diflerent
When the intervening ground is level or cover
with snow,

When looking upwards or downwards.
When the object is large.

3. The best means of obtaining the range is bLE
observation of fire, Especially is this the case wi
automatic Weapons,

4. Reersits and trained soldiers will be taught to judge
up to 600 yards,
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5. Selected men will be taught to jodge wpto 1, 400
yards,

The training of leaders in judging distines 8 not
confined to oflective moges, as the power of estimating
distances corectly has comsiderable technical value
apart from the application of fire power,

6. Prachce.—Without constant practice under all
conditions, both in peace and war, serious errors will
be made in action.

IxsTRUeToR s MoTEs

‘The following is the sequence and the various methods
of judging distance which should be taught,

SEQUENCE OF INSTRUCTION

7. Umit of meazars, —Some familiar distance is used
as a unit; 100 yards is a convenient unit;’ the scction
place themselves independently at what they think ia
100 yards from an object: the distamce between tho
farthest and mearest man of the section s pased; 100
vards i5 measured accurately from the object; the
section is shown the correct unit. This method can
only be used when the whole of the to bo
measuréd is visible: examples are shown to which this
methad cannot be, or can only be partly, applied. The
section practiscs on fignres put out at
up to 400 yards.

B. Appearamce.. -The appearance of men in different
positions, and of objects of known size, is studied and
noted, at various distances and under all conditions of
light, background, &c.

-

|
+

=
4
t

3

i. The following points shonld be noted j—.
{a}) The apparent height of the object.
(b) Appearance of the heads and shoulders of men.
() Distinctness of outling,
() Distinctoess of the face, hands, rifle and head-
dress,
() Movements when loading and firing.
Apy e varies with the eyesight of individuals; a
clasgification range is suitable for the early lessons,
il. Opportunitiea for revising the im fons of the
appearance of men at varions distances should be given.
Although it is recognized that ne hard-and-fast rules
can be Inid down, owing to the varying strength of
men's eyesight, rapid progress has beéea o by normal-
sighted men when acting upon the following rules:—
(=) At 200 yards, -All parts of the body are dis-
tinctly seen.
F00 yards.  The ontline of the face is shightly
mﬁaﬁ'ﬂ[mnd The buttons pesemble a stripe.
{e) At 400 yards, Outling of body remains normal :
but L‘g:!:u:a is not seen except nnder favourable

circumstances,
{d) At500 yards. The body beging to tiper slightly
from the shoulders. Movemonts oﬁrhn limba

are discornible.

(£} At 600 yards. The head appears o mere dot,
details are no longer distingnishable; tapesing
of the body very noticeable,
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() It is useful to know that when the rifle is held in
the aiming position the binde of the foresipht
covers & man standing ot 400 yards and a man
lenseling at 250 yards (Fig. 7).

Fie. 7,

Man knesling; =Rl —3
—sox | g8

Man l-t:nliling

=0

8. Brackeling, —Decide on the lo distance tha
object can be; decide on the shortest d ¢ the object
can be; take the mican.

10. Halving.—Judge the distance to a point con-
sidered to be hall way and double this estimato.

11. Key ranges.—Judging by the aid of some known
distance or with the assistance of range cards or maps.

12, The mean {or aeerage).—Add  together the
distances estimated by the varions men judging; divide
the result by the number judging. Ignore obviously
incorrect estimatcs.

Hote.—As progress is made the time allowed: for
judging distances should be limited, but geessing most

| nE
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pever beallowed.  Reasons for estimates and the methad
used will always be given,

13. Lateral ]nﬁ distance —All ranks should
leam soma meth cstimating lateral dislances.
With a rifle held in the siming position b back sight
Profeciors cover approximately 10 vands laterally at 100
yards range. This fact can be applied to measurements

at any mange, ¢.g. the latesal ditance coversd by the

t protectors at 500 yards would be approzimately
5.

11, Comsiruction of rarge cards

1. Any available method such as range-finding instru-
ments, maps, information from Lewis or Vickers machine
gunners, artillery. &c., should be made wse of for
ohtaiping the cormect range.

2. The successive steps in making a range card are as
| B e

© L Mark off an the card the position from which the
ranges are taken,

ii. Describe position accurately.

iii. Select an unmistakable object and draw a fkick

getting ray to it.

iv. Draw two semi-circles representing 600 and
1,000 yards respectively.

v. Select objects to range on, &.g., pogitions which
the enemy may occcupy or lave o pass;
obatacles: a bridge; a gap in a thick iu.-l.lgu.'
barbed -wire fences.

¥
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vi. Kesping the card set on the sstting ray, drawr rays
to show the direction of objects and of lengths

oo nding to the distances.
vil. Wrimm descriptions’ in borirontal block
lettering or draw representations.
wiii, Write the distance to ecach object against the
deseription.
Wores,—1. Avoid too many rays, which are apt to
become confusing,
2. When possible make one ray do for more
than one object.

‘. 4. Exawpls.—Fig. 8 shows an example of a range
card made use in defence, The ranges in this cass
are supposed to be taken from the point A.  The direc-
tion ling fram Aty the chunch is dravn thicker than the

L] other lines to facilitate ** Setting’® the range card ia the
same manner in which a map is set.  When the card is
set for the point from which the ranges are taken=-=
which is noted on the card by pointing the thick direction
lime on the church—the other direction lines will indicate
the direction and the ranges of the other points marked

L]

woa

Raxck CARD 1% DEFENCE—'" A" taken from right end of York

-

y B. & 5 Raoge-finder.  Made out by Sjt. Brown.

on the card.
The point frem which the are taken shoukd
always be deseribed clearly on eard to facilitate
E setting §t.

12, Application of firs

1. “Fire organization’’ is amanged by the higher
command to securs co-operation in the fire of various
arms and units.

2. "Fire directlon'’ refers to instructions given by
an officer or N.C.0O. commanding more than one fire
[r3oT Fia
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unit to their fire nnit commanders 58 to how the fire of
nnits is o be appliel.

4. "Fire control’” orders are given by fire unit
commanders to their men.

4. The normal infantry fire unit is the section, In
battle, whether in attack or defence, fire will be con-
trolled, subject to the platoon commander's orders, by
the section commander a5 long as possible. (Sec. 7,3
Infantry Training, Vol. 11, 1828, )

5. In modern battle, conditions will sametimes exist
where comtrol by the section commander iz difieult
or impossible; sitwations will arise wliere no fize orders
or only the briefest instructions may be ible, ar it
may be obvious to all that fire is required, £.g., to beat
down & counter-attack. E man - of the section
should understand and should have betn trained how
to apply fire to the best adv under such circum-
stances. A normal system of fire  application is
required.

6. The following simple system of fire application for
the section will be instilled into all mnks ;—

The fire of the men of the sectlon may be applied in
two ways—i. concentrated, or ii, &inl.ri{mr.ed,

i. Concentrated fire by the men of a section implics
that every man of the section applies his fire to the same
paint.

il. When distributed fire I?trl a linear
or an occupied frea) is either called for obvionsly
the situation, or ordered by the section commander,

38

the men of the section will apply fire in the following
mannet i—

The limits between which fire is to be distributed
having been named , or being obvious, ench rifleman
of the section will fire at the approximate point
between these limits which corresponds to his
actunal position in the section., Each Lewis gun
will fire in ps of short bursis ai irregular
intervals within these limits.

The width of the cone of fire must be considered by
fire unit eommanders when dealing with linear targets,
as casts will arise o which the width of the cone s
sufficient to cover the arca; in such clrcum-
stances concentrated fire will ensure better fire effect.
For pmctical purpases the width of the cone of fire from
& rifle section may be taken to be one per cent. of the
netaal range to the tar

To obtain the mnxmm fire offect with distributed
fire; the target indicated should afford some line or
marks which will enable each firer to maintain correct
clevation, e.g., & line of men in the open, & bedgerow,
wall, &e.. or definite objects indicating the right and left
extremities of the linear targot.

N. B.—The breadth of the foresight can be taken as a
good puide for the amount of alterations of aim between
bursts of fire.

7. Thia normal system, which is explained (dia-
grammatically only) in Fig. 9, has the fallowing special
advantages :—

i. It epsures that the fire of each section is- dis-
tribated over the whole of the target,
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RIFLE BCCTiowM LIS gumy
A~—B=Limits indicated by fire unit commander,
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ii, It allows any section commander to switch his fire
against any other target that the situation may
demand, whilst the whole of the original
target remains under the fire of the other
seclions.

iii, It allows of movement by ono section taking
place whilst fire is still applied to the whole
target by another or other sections,

8. Although this system of fire application is the
norml one, the section commander is in Bo wiy pro-
hibited from seizing every opporiunity that may be
offered of directing his fire to the best advantage.

Kuote.—Thiz system does not apply to distributicn
practices on the ranje.

13. Fire comtral
1. ‘Methods by which fire {8 controlled.—

i. The section commander employs the weapoas of his
section by giving his instractions to the men in the form
of what are-termed ** Fire control orders, '

The fire control order is merely the commander’s
instructions, condensed into o concise form which will
readily be understood by every man of his fire unit.

ji. Thesection commander, in his iraining a8 a private
soldier, will have acquired some knowledge of the com-
ponents of o ** Fire control erder,** such as ™ The Military
Vocabulary,"" visual trainiog and jodging distance
(Secs. 24 and 26, Small Arms Training, Vol. I, 1924).
As & private soldier be was taught to understand and act
on the instroctions contained in a fire opder, but now, as
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i allow each to be under-

a scotion commander, he is required, finstly, to decide Ll “:w& onj. g

for himself the range, aiming mark, number of rounds, fe} E word must be important.

and rate of fire he wants to wse, and secondly, to convey (f} Awvoid conversational tone and manncr, andd

his decisions to the men of the section in the form of unnecessary of confusing detail.

a concise fire order, ii. Stop means reload and wait jor orders. The

flL For fhe feaks! B Biction  commiaiiie. tha whistle may be used to draw attention,

subject should be divided into:— ii. Biih‘m?l_‘pﬁ!:oﬂt changed by *Up (or Down)—
(@) The parts of the subject separately :— llli'l'.llﬁll “nhmu“diﬂ.‘ between commanders

(1) Indication of target. G and their men simplifies fire orders.

(2) Judging distance; with the special abject of ’ v. Rapid fire is uscd normally to pain the maxi-
increasing his powers of judging distances mum effect in the minimum time; to obtain
up to 1,400 yarnds, surprise effect on @ vilnerable target; to

{3) The construction of mnge cards. ! i i, stvelen Bt

4) The princi i Ticati jons across on exposed picod o

@ ﬁm?'mph SRESRUEE Rpplication of ?gr‘t?' 4, 1), Hence the E:Lim must be to

et achieve @ practically simultancous opening

(%) Fieo cqatio] und Srgloinicuin: B g m??m'dnr for * rapid fire’” &

(4} Practice in giving fire orders, using both land- pause shoubd be made after the word * rapid””
scape targets and open country,  This should o allow the men to come to the aim; then on
start with simple straightforward fire orders, the word ** fire’* each man will press his trigger
progressing by degrees to problems including

when he has a good aim.  Rapid firs is

imaginary battle situations, afmed fire, and no nttempt should be made to

|¢) Testing in giving fire orders and observation obtain a ** volley. "
he Lattle ;
of fireon £ practice range 8. Fire control orders may be of three different
2. Fire orders.— kinds:—

i. Fire orders should be given i— i%l I;Ei::;m!.
t,:; E’;{t;:ldccisinn. iil. Anticipatory.
E:} Toodly, An rxample of each Is given below.
(180 a
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4. Mormal fire orders.—A full and complete fire
arder, containing i—
4. Designation of unit, £.g., *' ¥No. 5 Section.'*
’1!. E-Ia.rge &g, “hve hundred, "
L Incdication, €., "quarter left—gatews ight
=0 I':'d't]f'.” . o T
iv. Number of rounds, ¢.g.; ' three rounds.""
Note, —On the number of rounds being named, fircrs
will put forward their safety catches, o
v. Kind of fire, sz, "'fire,"" 'or "rapid fire. "

Note.—If rapid fire is ordered, firers will come ints
the aiming position on the word * Rapid®,

5. Reasons for the above method.

i, To make it clear to whom the order iz addressed

ii. The range is given next so that once the men bave
n.?;u::gd their sights _thl:ﬁé]m:ignmmmwﬂnir whole
attention on recogniring the target. Knowledge of the
range also limits the area in Which they' nesd ssarch
for the target.

ifi. The indication of the target is given third and
ﬁ‘mg]ﬂ the direction and description of the target (Ser

6, Indization for comcentrated fire.—The point of aim
must be given. This may ba t{t‘.:;er part glntlu actual
target or an auxiliary aiming point. When no special
part of the target or auxiliary aiming point is
l_'umt?;:dv the centre of the lowest visiblo part is
intended.

45

- 7. Indicalion distribited firs, —The limils between
which fire is mﬁ;c distributed will be nameid. Each
section will distribute within the limits indicated as
already sxplained In Sec. 12,6, il

8. The number of rounds (normally 3 to 5} i nam{. E
order to control the expenditure of ammunition wnd
ensure a hall in the firing, daring which fresh orders can
be given if necessary.

4. ‘The kind of fire ordesed should be that which the
farget and the situation at the moment demand.

. Brief fire orders are nsed when the target is an
nhtuims oumm-m time does not admit of & full firs
order being given, &g " Sights dewn—Cluarter left—
Rapid Fire'' or ''Thres Hundred—Hali Right—Rapid

U0

11. Anticipatory fire orders are used in both attack
and defence, anticipating either the movements of our
own troops or those of the enemy.

Examplesi—

L Aftack.—"No. 5 Section — Four Huondred —
Hedge in front of farm honse.  Wo. § Section
iz moving up that coversd approach on our
right. We must cover their advance while
they cross that bat of open ground.  Await
my order to fire.""

il. Defenes.—"No. 5 Section—Five Hundred—
{}umm:r right—5mall Wood, When the
enemy comes out into the open, open Rapid
Fire on my order."

[1307) a2
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From the above it will be seen that all preparations foc
apentug fire have been made, but the sctual opening of
fire B8 withheld until it is vequired,

NoTtes ForR INSTRUCTORS
12, Methods of practising fire orders.

i. Preliminary . ~—When practising section com-
manders In fire orders, those under instruction shoald
gomnetimes be made to write down their orders so that
they can afterwards be discussed by the instructor,

ji. When exercising section commanders and their
fire units in fire orders, ¢ither landscape targets or open
country can be used.

12, Eey rifles may be used as follows:—

The instructor hos two riflea in aiming rests and nies
either ane or both as required, 6.g., one when a concons
trated fire ender ia required and bofh for a distributed
fira order, ome rifle being laid oo each end of the target
to show the limits of distribution.

The fire unit commmander ander instruction who iz
to give the fire order then looks along ihe key rifle or
rifles and proceeds Lo gjve out his fire onder.

The other section commanders undsr instruction (akso
using their rifies in aiming rests or some improvised rests)
lay their rifles on what they recognize to be the target
anil then stand clear,

The instructor then looks along each rifle in tarn and
discusses—

i, The fire order given: and
ii. The fire sifect that would have been obtained by
the class,

47

4. A sccond method of practising fire orders,
using rests, is as follows:—

Concealed men are ealled up individually and fire
blank; meanwhils the class, except the commander,
i tumed away. The men again conceal themselves;
the class Is turned about, Tho cmmndmni:w:c his
fire orclers, the class adjust sights and lay rifles from
reats on the polnt at which they would have fired. The
men are again called up, aims and sights are checlhed.

The fire orders and probable cffect of fire are then

iscussed. A= progress is made, two men may be called
up ata timoand orders given for distribution between the
points which they mark, The scction commanders
un.:]g-‘:mtm:t{m will take turns nt being the com-
mander.

15. A more advanced exercise in fire orders can
be carried oot as follows ::—

{In this exerciss neither key rifles nor aiming rests will
bomeed. )

The class will eceupy a firg position under service con-
ditions, and men sqoi with dummy screenma will
represent an cnemy platoon in various formations
advancing to attack the section in poaition.

The movements of the men representing the enemy
with dummy screens can be controlled by whistle and
gignal by the instructor camrylng out the exerciss, a
previous rehearsal having been carried oot to ensure the
correct  appearances and movements of the screen
bearcrs.

Norgs.—1. The above are not tactical exercises, but
are framed in order to practiss section commanders
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iv. The rate of fire to be used with the gro will be
controlled as follows —
If the fire order is:—

Fire :—The firer will fire at the rate of
5 bursts a minute.

Rapid Fire :—The firer will fire in short

ursts  with just sofficient pauses

between barsts to observe the fire and

ini fire arders. - The suftability or otherwise of the orders
. shonld be discussed with reference to the nature of the
| targets, and the following method of discussion is

When it is foond that no fire effect would have bgen
obtained, the fire order should be analysed and the
peor result traced either to the class or the fanltiness

of the fire order, £ Qg mmhthuhmmngc given l.pprmrl- relay. aim,
86, [ have no excuse for : -
i 3 &, IThedoration of the fire can be controlled in two
looking for the target at any other distance. Was ways, cither by-—

the indication clear and short, or was there room
Jor doubt? Was the volume and rate of fire orclered
saitable to the target? Were aids used whm there
was no vecessity for them ?

2. Inall the above exercises, absolote Incmcr of aim
on the part of the class must be insisted on

(2} Stating the number of bursis l:ciurc e
order:*' Fire' " or " Rapid Fire'"; or

(&) Mot mentioning any definite number of
bursts, but merely giving the order
“Fire " or ‘"Rapid™ followed by
the command ' Stop.**

13. Lewis-gun section * Fire control orders'' :—

i. Unless otherwise stated, a fire control order given |
to a Lewis-gun sectlon implies that the gun - I
oaly will fire,

ii. I the section commander wants to use his rifle =
fire at the same target as his gun, be will
order ' Gun and Rifles, "’

| . If the gun is temporarily out of action, oz the
I section commander wlgbm to engage a target
) with rifle fire (whethor the gun is in action

|
mately correct? I
I
|
|

u%ni-rnt another target or not) the firs onder
will be preceded by the word ** Riflemen.""
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CHAPTER V

USE OF GROUND, AND FORMATIONS
14, Ground

1. Use of ground.—Besides being able to control

eficiently the ns in his section, a section com-
smander must be skilled in the use of grosmd :—

As five positions,

To nusist movement.

‘This means that he must understand the value of the
different features of ground, from the point of view of
their switability for:—

i, Fige effect.

il Observation.
iii, Concealment from wiew.
iv. Protection from hostile fire,

He must also appreciate thoss features which are
serions obstacles to movement,

2. Use of ground as fire positlons. —A good fire
position should ;— "
i. Allow the weapons of the section to be used
fresly, '
ii. Allow the section commander and his men to see
their target without ondue exposure.
iii. Provide good ebservation,
iv. Give cover from view and fire,
v. DBe casy to advance from.,
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Ll
In addition, in the defence, the position shounld give
o field of fire of at least 100 . It iz, however,
unlikely that & fire ition fulflling all the above
conditions will oiten be found.

‘3, Use of ground to assist movement.—In the
attack it may be possible in wooded. closs or broken
" country for tL attacker wholly or partially to conceal
his h and so cutflank or surprise the encmy,
In the defence in mobile warfare, the concealment
dfforded by natural cover i3 more valuable than hastily
constrocted defences, which are visible from the air

and can easily be destroyved by shell fire.
= Some al-&n:hni types nhd?mw which may be met
with arc;—

4 Undedating . =This form of cover is the
least obvious, and a high standard of training
is required in order that it possibilities may
be fully appreciated. When skilfully used
it may secure immuonity from fise a5 it affords

: no ranging mark for the enemy.

i Skell-Roles.—Thess are particularly. useful as
positions from which to fire H.E, and smoke
grenades and for machine guns.

iti. Hedges and buskes,—These afford cover from
view but not from fire, In open  conntry
they may afford a good ranging mark to the
encmy and are therefore dangenous.

iv. Trees.—1 sufficiently thick, trees give protection
against bullets, Isolated trecs a.ﬂ’;;:rd good
ranging points for the enemy.




B2

v Swilen roads, or fhe dry beds of streams and
ditches. —These afford wvaloabls  matural
trenches which can be improved by burowing
into the bapk nearest the enemy,  Omn the
other hand, the hard surface of a road increases
the effcct of aliells bursting on it ; roads ane
casy to range on.  The danger of their being

laded must be particuiarly guarded againse,
vi. Walls.—They afford cover [rom view ancd fire,
but are apt to splinter,” They are easy to
TAngs L.
vil. Standing crofs.—These afford good' cover from
view and are useful for concealing objects’®

{Scc. 8,6 Infantry Training, Vol II, 1936, }.

4. Before movement ‘a section  commander must

decide, subject to the platoon commander's orders :—
i The place to make for. .
ii. The route by which to move to that place.

iil. The speed at which be will move,

He must then explain the above decisions clearly
tior hits sect oo,

To enable sectlon commanders to arrive at theso
decisions logically and rapidly, constant practice on
varying natures of ground is essential, in order that
they may acquire the ha.hu of careying out such recon-
naissances in ny[f::md SCUNCE.

Training to develop ;H.}.I in the above can best be
carried out, in the carly suages, by means of exenciscs
similar to those given in Sec. 32, Small Arms Training,
Vol 1., 1924, which are reproduced at the end of this
chapter.
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5- Maintenaree of direction.—Closely bound up
with skill in the nse of ground s the necessity for
tice in keeping direction. To advance in a direct
ﬁ::mm open country in broad daylight to some
icuons feature is not difficult, but making a detonr
to ohiain concealment will often throw leaders off the
correct line of advance,
" “The dificulties of keeping direction, even to those who
have an instinctive sense of direction, are likely to
ariso in close or undulating country, at night, or in a
fog or mist. For this reason & section commander
must at all times, as soon as h{:hls gmm hmh;lb}wti‘m
immedistely comsider the means he will ém 1o keep
correct direction. He s unlikely to |l:].I:l!' sither a
ar and the objsctive may not be visibla
&mp':u mﬁs point; bg may ]:'w-ey been shown it
on the pm:mmand.zr & map and have been given

the approximate line to follow on the foreground.

The simplest ways of keeping direction are:—
L By using a serics of obvieus landmarks, each
Vi the previous one.
H."'.B,';___ p two distant prominent objects in

iif. By the sun or stars,
iv. Py map or compass, if availabls, :

All the above require practice,

6. Entrenching.—It may often be pusslhh. when
time and circumstances permit, to increase the ﬁp’m
tection afforded by the ground by means of artificial
cover. The section comm therefore requires
training in this subject and in the laying out of tasks

wiww. vickersmg.ong. uk
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and organizing the work of his scction as sheven in Secs,
38-76, Infantry Training, Vol. II, 1925,

15, Fennadions
1. The guestion of the correct uss of ground leads
logically to the consideration of the mest suitable

ﬁ“:m:qiﬂm in which a section can move, Thess are
38 = r

Fie, 10,

*
e b
e o 0 0 0
a o 0 000D+ 000 a o
L] o o [ [
o]

Stugle ple.  Fils, Evtended Nne. Arrow head,

A line may be extended to possibly 4 or more paces
betweon men.

2. The section commnnder must be trained to know :—
I. Which formation to adopt under varying cir-
cumstances.
ii.. How to get his section rapidly into the formation
selected, either by order or signil.
Az regards the first, the formation to bo selected
depends apon :—
L The degres of control necessary.
if. Fire production.
itk Vulnerability.
iv, Ground.

85

s 1t s also the best for taking
e e it vy ot

B Extended line or arrow-head is the best from the
view of fire tion. 3
H‘il'mf ia little to  between any of the l'ur:::ﬂ
tions as regards culmerability wben_mh-@ﬁm -
swept by dwdiree artillery or machine-pun rt-..nh,
fn such & case, the r:unm{c&:‘:tg-m will probably
e moat important cons f.
hﬁ‘:n und;rmuﬁpm}d small-arm fire, we should Tc]_tl
and experissce has showa, that the extended line i3 the
Jeast vulnerable (except in the case of enfilads fire),
and that file is probably the most vulnerable. ke
Generally then, control and the use of gron ME
favoursd By the narrow frontage formations (fle an

File or single file 15 the best where conlral i the muost
consiclers

- aingle file) : while fire production and protection are

favoured by the extended formations (arrow head or
extended line). AT
The section o . mus=t, however, av o s
o an extersded line until forced to do so.  Once
mmﬂ his power to control it, and to use
ground to the best advantage & toa certammﬁnn:.
sacrificed,  The ssction commander should, the 5
s=ize the first opportunity of getting his section in hand
ungcn-c’:ﬂ:: section commander has umlrﬂtu-udﬂmam
ractice In warions situntions is necessaty, m]:t
instinctively forms his decision without any delay.

i i P h
abowve considerations are applicable to bet
ri.ls‘a ;tdnla‘wh-gnn sections, but the formations adopted
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when the sections stop to apen & iffarent; i

4 rifle section the ﬁﬁg for.m'gt mmhm the m\::tn
ment formation halted, each man wdjusting his position
:alihe ground, his main object being the free wse of his

When a Lewis-gun section occnpies: a iti

the tien most be so disposed as to iukc wimb&m&n:r
the accidents of the ground, for the pu:roua of serving
the gun, according to whether their individual duties
are in the nature of firing, feeding, supplying
ammunition, observation or protection,

4. The men of a Lewis- n. section carry 50 nds
of rifle ammunition [Sec. i mhnm on
enly in emergency. : it

16. Field signals

L‘ The secthon commander will pormal

section into the formation mqﬁhﬂﬁ;imﬂn’lim

a.Trh: Blt_ltmilml'thul‘liud do oot matter, 5o long as they
quite simple can be i

il sacptiun.. readily understood by the

2. The section commander must know the fie

: 1d
signals. Theso are re uced from Secs, 122 and 123,
Infantry Training, Vol I, 1926:—

Signals with the arm
i Extend.—The arm extendsd to full extent over

the head and waved slowly from side to side, the hand

to be open and to come down as low hips on beth
nidet_nhhcbodr. e i

Vickers MG Colleclion & Research Assocation - www.vickersmg.org.uk
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1f it is required to extend to a flank the gection com-
mander will poiut to the required Sank after finishing
the signal.

. —Arm  mowved rmapidly several times
m:'lmlz:npﬂllywm the body, in IE: E-i'rh the shoulder.

iil. Deploy to the Right (or Left) —Arm moved s
ahove and ending up with the arn pointig to the
required flank.

iv. Deploy from the Centre.—Arm moved as above
and ending wp with the arm being raised vestically and
lowered three times to the front as if cutting.

v. Advance.—The arm swung from rear to front
beleiw the shoulder.

vl Halt—The arm ralsed ot full extent above head.
- Wil Retire,—The amm circled above the head.

viii. Change direction Right (or Left).—The arn
is first extended in line with the shoulder, A circular
movement is then made, on completion of which the
arm and body shoald point in the required direction.

(m) When troops are halted the above signal means
change position, right [or left).

() When troops arc in column of fours, or in file
ar b single file, the above signal means right
[or left) el

ix. Right (or Left) Incling or Turm —The bady or
borse turved in the required direction and arm extended
in line with the shoulder, and pointing in the required
direction.
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=, Close.~The hand placed on top of the head, slbiaw
;o&:;::mm to the right or left according to which hand
{a) The above sigln.a.l denotes Closs {on the contre),

If it is required to close on o flank, the leader
mllmt to the required flank bedore dropping

his L
O mllne Shose 0 s iy e i s
signal before dropping his hand,
sy tho iy bent au Sl 1 . A8
d!..::l:l:- &:ﬁﬁnﬁ;i&?ﬁg?ﬁ?ﬂ AR
abﬁ&tg:mg;:—m arm swung from rear to front

xiv. Lie down.—Two or threo slight move
the open hand towards the ground, gkt tate ot

x¥. AsS you were.—Arm cxtended downwards, e
across the body, parallel to the grownd, i

Signals with the rifle

avi. Enemy in sight in small numbers.——Rit
held above the head, at full extent of the arm and m]h&
with the ground, muzzle polnting to the front,

xvil. Enemy In sight in large numbers.—As fo
" Enemy in sight in small mumbers* but ifle
raized and lowered froquently. i

xviii, No enemy in sight.— Rifls held
extent of arm, point wﬂmm!u'I:;pﬂmm: S
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ignals are valuable in the case of scouts,
&3 E?“m’.‘ﬁ"ﬁ from their sections. Care should Le
taken that the signals eannot be seen by the coemy,

17. Exercises in the uze of grownd and formations

Reproduced from Sec. 32, Small Arms Training,
: Vol. 1, 1924.)

General arding all Excrcises.—
e m’ﬁ? 11:':&! uﬂn.%-mt these exercises
into n game of ** hide and seek.” Bold-
ness be encouraged. Crawling should be
discouraged by fixing a time Hmit. and should only
be allowed for movement over the last two or threa
wards into a fire position, and for concealing move -
ment over stretches of a few yards where exposure
would otherwise occur,

9 Exercises to teach the use of ground . —
Individunl stalk
Preliminary.—A definite point is selected from 200 to
600 yards away, whore a sniper or a patrol is suppised
10 be located, the object being to approach sufficiently
close to sheot with the certainty of killing.
Procedure.—The class is given a few minutes to study
the ground, to decide upon the position from which 1o
shoot, and to consider the best means of getting there.
Individuals may then :ﬂ qmlt_iunnd:t;ndan:?mt;rl;:l?t—q
detailed to carry out the practice within .
".l'hﬂ.i.n.'&trutlor and remainder of the class procesd to
jective to wiew the action of the selected men,

the o .
and will note geod and bad points,
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| Discussion.—On the conclusion,  discussion should
[ | take place on the following lines:—
i. The reasons for the line of approach sslectad.
ii. The fire pesition chosen.
iii, If risks had to be taken, were they taken sarly,
I while there was less chanee of Being secn and
i hit, or were they taken late #
| iv. Was full advantage taken of dead groond and
cover, both from: five and view ?
v Were shyline, high ground or unsuitable back-
grounds svoided # -

SpECIAL NOTE.
o sections of a p!.‘l.lﬂﬂﬂ
hIt ﬂllmi&ﬂ;’- 'Ilﬂlf'!ﬂ ﬁ:;gﬂw' ;I llmklﬂg- the
““"“.E ding.

3. Exercizes to teach the combined use of ground
und formations.— -

Section stalk ¢
Prelininary. —&8 "in pare. 2, sbove, a definite
objeckive is pointed out from 300 to S00 yards away.
Procedure.—A lew mmmmlllim_hwm the
section commander considers the problem, and decides
upon the follewing points :—
i, The wltimate fine position.
il. The most concealed line of approach.
iii. The formations to adopt at various stages of the
aclvance,
Discussion,—The {ollowing poiots will be brooght
Ut =
i. Those mentioned for discussion in para. 2, above,
i, Leadership, handling and command  of the

|
)
4
-
H
r

FOCLIon,
il Suitability of the formations adopted.
iv. The action of individnals.

Vickers MG Collection & F.'asear_t:tg__ﬁss_m-c_alian - www.vickersmg.org.uk
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CHAPTER VI

ORDERS AND INTERCOMMUNICATION
18. Orders
1. It is obvious that the section commander will alwaya
give his orders to his men verbally. Tt is, howaver,
exsential that such verbal orders should be given in the
mU J-t sm]:-x_:m:-:‘.

nless this sequence is t, important points

very likely to be missed, = B e

2, So far o8 section commanders are concerned, the
proper sequence of ordem I8 as follows '—

Iafamm.rfm— " ;
About the enemy, including his  dispoai
and u-tiﬂci.a.l.ynr mmmﬁﬂm S
About our own troops, i.e., the task of the plateon
the sections on the flank or in reserve,
Inlention—
What the section commander intends to achisve.
Plan—
Hisarders for carrying out this intention, including:
Formations.
Methods of keeping d irection.
Intermediate stopping places, if any.
The support to expected from other arma, il

any.
Time to start,

83

Administrative arroigaineinis—
Medical arrangements.
Rations.
U811 of the abova will not be necessary in every case.

; impartance of givin verbal orders in a calm,
m muﬂmmmtg'bo i%‘apcrmud upon all section
eommanders.

19. Imtercommunication
: g are extracts from Sec. 10, Infantry
Vol 11, 1906:—
= A1l commanders are responsible for keeping theh
jve superiors, as well as neighbouring and
m‘iutu commanders, tegulirly informed of the
progress of events, and of important changes in the
| sitoathon &8 they occur,
ol . O . . .
=1t & 1 the most careful arran ts for
mg}h}' ation, both to higher authority
and to flanks;, that the co-ordication of effort
=To ensure that no ﬁiﬁh'm af information
wihin their view and hearing, and report anything
of importance accarately and at once to their superior.
- - L] L] -
"lnlhﬂ-hﬂnfhttllm e :_Iuhrmlhﬂn
commanders 8 1o iur{:t - BECESS or copstantly
i and to flank

Vickers MG Collection & Research Assocation - wiww. vickersmg.org.uk
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frequently maust be the constant care of every
commander.'’

2 The small number of men in n section, and the
posithon of forward scctions in close contact with the
enemy, will often make it impossible for section com-
man to despatch orderlies with . But they
must be taught that it is the dutm in actual
tonch with the enemy to send in reports when possible,

&, The training of the section commander in this
subject will comprise instruction in:—
i. The means of keeping in touch with his platoon
commander, L
if. The of information likely to be of valus
to his platoon eommander. -
iit. The power of cxpressing information clearly
3 and concisely in A message.
iv. The correct way to write a message,
4. A section commander must be exercised in sending
back eorrect and necessary infornsation in the proper

Sk_t'uﬂr.ion.s should be given him which require reparts
to his platoon commander, and the message he pmif:m
should be discussed and ériticizad.

5. VFerbal messages. —Section  commanders will be
trained to keep verbal messages s short as possible
and to make the bearer repeat the bolore he is
dispatchied, to ensure that he has understood it correctly.

S CHAPTER VII

THE SECTION IN THE ATTACK
{Chapter 1T, Infantry Training, Vol. 11, 1926.)
30, Gensral consideralions

in the attack depends upon fire power
wl:mhswmaku Mibm le movement In foce of opposition.

.. latoon &5 the Tlest unit which can be
mfm?m’h inter-d dent bodics cach capable of
e and movement (Sec. 15, Infantry Training, Vaol. I,

. Te).

] inter t bodics are the sections.
e mwn the orders of his
nder. In doing so he mnstdapp:t{ tl}u

the weapons at his disposal ancd mal I

¢ mse of ground in order to bring about the success

of the platoon commander’s plas.

sthier the fire power in support of Lis attack i

4 Wb g 3
provided principally by machine guns, artillery and
tanks, or \Ehnﬂ:ﬂlh}rm to rely upon his own resounces

those of the remainder of the platoon, it will always

™ ﬂdlbo nl:: of ‘the section commander to mantain &
! steady rate of forwand movement in accordance with the
orders hoe has received, Tt will be his Gon determisniation

Vickers MG Collection & Research Assocalion - www.vickersmg.org.uk
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o lead his men into the hostile position and to ki
capiure the enemy., e gk ox

5. The main distinction between the rifle section and
the Lewis-gun section is that the former seeks the
opportunity te uss the bayonet, while the latter acts
principally by fire,

6. Subject to any orders
commander, the ssction
i. Choose the line of advance.

i, Maintain correct direction,

iii. Adopt the formation best suited to the situation
(taking into consideration control, fire pro-
duction, enemy's fire and ground).

iv. Select fire positions, remembering that infantry
should not stop to open fire with its own
weapons unless foreed to do so to eatablish
the fire superiority necessary fo maintain
its mobility.

¥. Advance from fire position to fire position, at
all times on the watch to give assistance by
fire to neighbouring sections or to receive such
assistance from them,

vi, Control and observe the fire of the ssction.

vii. Maintain fice discipline, incloding prevention
of waste of ammunition. /
viii. See that ammunition from casualties is collected,
ix. Keep in tosch with his platoon commander.
* x. Lead his section in the assanlt,
xi. Maintain touch with the encory.

iven by his platoon
will:—

Vickers MG Collection & Research Assocation - www.vickersmg.ong.uk
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21. The phases of the atiack® :
. The followi hs give an indication of ths
va.:j'.m;a n:_-:p-:-nsibl ities which fall to the section £om-

in which ths
mander in the different phases of an attack in W
thﬂﬂli s relying on the use of its own weapons to get
orward.

2. First Puasg—Proliminary. 3 t'
i Iatoon commander explaing to the section

: mm[;'mandm: the objective, his plan of attack,
and gives them orders and any neccssary

information.

ii. ATl section commmnders . — s e

] Explain the direction of acdwance to heir
) sl;;tims and indicate it by any available
: lsira lhal actien of neighbouring sections
#l Exanpd the position of platoon un-_axl.qmr:.em.

(¢) Explain any necessary further instructions

given by the plateon commander.,

L The order to deploy having been given, section
:nmmumlm Fm-:m: their scctions o their
position in deployment.

T be
* For parpeaes of the following examples, it may
mamnesd gt:—

I. Tha coesbits of covering troops who have mads enly
haity dispotitions.

. Other platoons either Sank.
11 The platoon. frontags i about 209 vasds,

_ - W
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Il. Sestion commanders will, if neceéssary, send out
scouts {Sec. 29),

iii. The sdvance will then commence in actordines
with the arders issued or by signal,

iv, The forward sections maintain a steady rate of
foreard movement to successive positions
of observation, making use of covered
aﬁmar.bau.l the section commanders leading

ir sections, and normally acting os ground
scouts themselves when this §a necessary,

v. During this phase of the attack the section
commanders will be concerned principally in
changing the formation of their sections to
guit the ground or to aveid loss if they are
under artillery or long rangs small-arm fire,
and in keeping direction and position in the
platoon. Whunﬂiu:nm%wmﬂaen
spices exposed to fire it must be done rapidly
and withont bunching.

4. Tmiip Prase—The Fire Fight,

i. When an enemy is located either by observation
or drawing fire, the platoon commander will
control tlwe forwird movement of his platoon,

ii. Some sections may be emplayed tn‘rwidao

covering fire while othors continue to sdvance,

iil. Advancing sections mry be compelled to balt and
open fire,  The section commander in

this decision must remember that his main

chject is to close with the enemy.  He must

also remember that, as & principle, fre should

BY

ol pxeept when it is essential
?f‘fnr.-.ﬂﬁ ;p::mtion tc?tgct forwarid, or wﬁenum
particalarly favourable target presents itsell,
e or o assist a neighbouring section which is
in difficulties. S
i , tho section can no

% Wh::ﬁ:::‘mt:hget thing a commander can do
is to occupy a fire position and engage u:ln
enemy with every weapon at his dispodal,
Eo-soon as the enemy's firg slackens the
“mection shonld continme the advance, 50 Emg
as such advance does not result in leaving
ngdﬁd.ﬁ:upmitlunﬁrﬂphhen{auﬁgt
advance to another which is no better, is

applies partisularly to Lewis-gun sections.
sont the advance, the section commander
must be carefnl oot to interfore with filh_e
platoon commandes™s plan by stopping his
covering fre, and 8o interfering with ﬁ

movement of other sections, which may

erabting, by tanouvre, to outflank or
“ﬁa into & position from which they can
aszaglt the enemy.

fight will continne oa the above lines
. m::ﬂluﬂi:um In a position to assanlt.

5. Fourts Puase—The Assault. ?
- be initiated by the platesn
i. The assault g | wm:w mblgu commander
- who has maneuvred his section to a position
: from which it is possible.
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ii. Thecovering fire of other troops will be fatensifisd
to cover the assault.

iii. In the assaalt, pace and determination are
eqgent

late the and lead their sections when
closing w&?ﬁu enemy, and will be responsible
for deciding the exact moment nt which the
onder to rush in will be given.

v. Smoke grenades may be fired g¢ither to blind the
post about to be rushed, or to screen the
asanlting sections from the wiew of other
cnemy posts from which fire may be directed
uwpon the assanlting troops.

vi. Itis the personal Inflluence of the platoon and
section communder which will
control and success in the assault.

V. Frrrn Prase—Reorganization.,

i. Immediately the assault has been successiully
delivered, section commanders will, subject
to the erders of the platoon commander, get
their secticns under control and: prepare to
rmn;: the advance or to deal with a coanter-
attack,

il. Those sections which have beén covering the
assiult with firs will rejoin the platoon as scon
a3 they see that the assault has succeeded,

“Vickers
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. Esercises fo feach the combination of jre and

nEnvemel

1. Exercises on the following lines will be found of

Twa sections of the platoon will carry oat an
L attack on & limited frontage under battle

it posed by the other two sections
;lmft::m;]:tgupn, as defenders of the hostile

’H'l-mn- jecti 1 limits of the

e o e ok

fil. Procedure.—Section commanders will then con-

slder j=— : :

IL.} mamnunt of cover which the ground
affords.

Pma' ility of advancing without fire,

'ﬂ} T'I;:‘l.t thv;bffmﬂrms of the ground where the
fire of one section will be needed to cover
the movement of the other.

{¢} Suitable fire positions and the approach to
them,

{#) Formations, and the method and pace of the
advance.

(¢} Fire arders to deal with the various situations.
{f) The exercise will be concluded by a discussion
of the above points. #

Carc must be taken that exercises to teach the com.
bdm&n and movement are not carried out asa
When & plitoon is attacking, ndvances must

2.

-j:__lréﬁu:jn_-& Research Assocalion - www. vickersmg.org.uk
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not be made by - alternate
consideration of the ground or
sdvance should, if possible, be
pogition,  Train
result in heavy

secfion rushes, without
the enemy’s fire,  Every
from fire position to fire
on these lines in peace can ealy
o unnecessary casnalties in war.

3. The d and the enemy's fire will decide s
distance of avery advance and will prevent any fixed
rule such as—both Lewis gons acting togetlier on the
same flank; the advance of the rifle suctions ahead of the
Lewis-gan sections; the advasce of sections in turn,

Te must be the ¢ ; ; :
beth flanks. losest co-operation with vaits on

“Vickers \
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CHAFTER VIII

THE SECTION IN THE DEFENCE

(Chapter 111, Infantry Training, Vol II, 1925.)
23, General congiderations
s it Ly, upon

. Success in defence depends, primarily,
n.i power, which st the enemiy’s advance an:d,
- mitimately, nﬁ‘i%ﬂ% mbination of fire and, movement

platoon commanders will be responsiblo
o fzing the dutics and the work to be carrled out
Ve their sections, and a definite progranime will be
ywn up for each section post.  Though control by the
toon Pmmndu will-always be aimed at, when

nosts, cases will eocur in which, owing
| it may be necessary to dispose one or
et hons at some distance from the remainder.
i reason @ section commander wust be capabla
comemand of a post at some distance from
quarters, and of prepariog it for defence,

.. : comimander 1 ch
3. 1t is the action of the section ez i such a
bzation which i3 discnssed here,

. 1 be assamed that the company
':"w?ﬁ.’:u madi the NOCESSATY ATTRANE-

"Rﬂg_n_n_l_rg.l\r_ ﬁ_sgqcallan - WwW. vickersmg.ong uk
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ments for adequate protection of the position by patrals,
or nbuv.-_w.-atiunujoala on eommanding ground, during the
cccupation and organization of the locality by his
company. (Sec. 22, Infantry Training, Vol, I, 1928.)

24. Occupation of a defended post

l. The following is the procedure which will be
a.duﬂ:d in the occupation of & defended t by a
2ection, when the organization of the posit i% not
carried out under the direct orders of the platoon
comanander.

2. The section commandsr will;—

1. Assemble the section in o position, concealed if
possible, in the rear of the proposed post.

ii. If o , Post & sentry toi—

(@) wateh for si from covering party,
{&) look out for hostile aircraft.

(Mormally, only one sentry for  each
platcon will be necessary while a covering
party iz out.)

iil. Reconnoitre the position of his post, with the
next senior in the section, and choose the
exact site for it (the eye should be close to the
ground when siting the post). s

This will depend upon the ground which
it is o swer fire.

A section post shom capable of all-
round defence, and should be 5o constructed
that -the section can man it extendsd at
intervals of at least six feet. If the whole
section is bunched together, there is dunger of
the post being totally destroyed by one shell.

Vickers MG Cr
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fv, Decide how he will construct a fire position for
each man, either by making use of existing
accidenta of the ground or, i such are
unsuitabls, by digging slits and holes for
COVET | primary consideration is, that
each man shall be able to use his weapon,
and that each shall have a minimum feld of
 fire of 100 to 150 yards.
_ % Mareh his section up to the post and allot tasks.
wi. Choose the ' Alarm post,’’ whic. will normally
be the section post.
vil. Decide whethier equipment may be taken off
¥ while digging i in progress.
| wiil. Give orders as to digging and the concealment of
: s and make ard
ix. Choose reference points make a range card,
= and, baving done 8o, onder '"Stand to”" on
) the alarm post and explain them, .
i ‘has plenty of ammunition.
uge concealed means of signalling to plateon
. Beadquarters and neighbouring sections.
" 28 Give nccessary orders about wire and other
; obstacles,

4 A secuon commander’s orders to his men will

Ioclude the following pounts —

i The gitustion and the position of othor
sections and of the platoon

The probable lines of the eneniy's approach and
“p;nm thi:‘h are to be specially watched,

& Research Assocation - www.vickersmg.org.uk
- i -I




76

and alsp the position of the posts on the
flanks, Prominent land-marks should be
Eiven nams.

[Section commanders will frequently test
their men's knowledge of these points by
guestions. )

iii. Mo man to leave his post without permission
of the section commander,

v s for giving the gas alarm, A

whistle must pot be wsed for this purpose.

Respirators  will “always be worn in ‘the

"alert’” position.

v. te be in position, loaded, by night :
by ﬁltw may b i:unmlod.'li'ﬁ't{n.l.ni"thhu .
ready for instant action

¥i. No lighting of matches or smoking, at night, in
view of the cnemy.  This may Sﬂ.\l fire,

wii. Hours of rifle and oil bottle insp |, moming
and evening. Not more than one man to be
engaged in cleaning lis riffe at the same time,

viii. Arrangements for care of the {eet

ix. Sanltation. Whenever possilble tins or buckets

will be arranged for latrine proposes and for
rubiiish,  The condents must bo buried away
from the post.

4. In addition, & section commander will make the -
following special arrangements for wight:—

i. Make arrangements for night fi for (a) Lewis
guns, (b rifles, care being BN to prevent
firing into & neighbouring post.

. Vickers
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ii. Study the ground with his men, in case anyons is
- ulgu'h'\nd to o out in front during the might.
i, Order " Stand to" an hour bofore dark,
iv, Post double sentrics.
v, Work out a sentry rna»tm-.l s
i. Make 5 cut-and-dricd plan, so tha
St exnctly what to do in case of alarm.
Rehearse this before dusk. i
Point aut to the men any objects which would be
" silhouetted aginst the sky at night and which
“could serve as o guide to neighbouring posts
and platocn headguarters.
i, Fix bayonots. n
.vﬁ, Give information about any patrols which may
be going out during the night,

25. Sendries
+ of a section post depends partly om
ceal it and pa.'rtE].:lr on the manner ia
‘dutics are performed.  The posting o
r must be done carctully by day and without
| section commander must select sentry. posts. for
it o that the whole section can be warned silently
ia case of noed.

2 Sedtvies will receive the following orders:—

i If anyone approaches, the sentry will im-
" mediately wam the post. -
i s the person or i .

M;':'mu:rwillunm“ " and get ready

@:R@_npqu_iﬁg}gu;auan - www. vickersmg.org_uk
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1o fire. 1i the onder to halt is obeyed, the
gection commander will erder the person or
commander of the party to advance and give
an account of himself.  If the order to halt is
disobeyed, fire will be opened without
hesitation.
8. All sentries must know :—
i. The direction of the encovy.
ii. The extent of the ground they have to watcl.

fii. The position of the section posts on their right
and left.

iv. The names of any landmarks on their front,
v. The procedure if they see anyone approaching the
post.

vl Farticulars of any friendly patrols due to return
through their post. ]
vii. The pass word.
4. Sentries will always ba posted and relieved by the
section commander or the next senior.

26, Aclion fo repel an enemy allach -

1. In the event of affack, the duties of the section

commander ang—
i. To control and direct the firs of his post.

ii. To maintuin firg discipline and so prevent waste
of ammunition.

ifi. To assist neighbouring with cross fire
whenever he secs an opportunity to do so,

iv. To maintain his position to the last.
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The various phases of the attack su went to
t'h}mnp:-tiun of the scction post, as detailed above,
may be described asi— o

pproack of the engmy.—The first indication o

g the un:qr: [ a]'up-m{.ch may be received from
the air, mounted troops or from troops

on the flank, but the sentries of the infantry

posts must keep a sharp look aut for the

; advanced scouls of the enemy, who will
. probably be taking full advantage of the

el

“soon as he an indication of the

ngy":m mwnh,ga:?nn section commandet

. will arder his section to **Stand to,"" at the

. sime time avoiding any movement which
might disclose the position of the post,

ii. The fire fight.—The enemy will probably advance
iﬁﬁ ml'lﬁgl.l groups, working their way I
and making every use of the ground and fire.
Section commanders must pick out the
most suitable targets, their first consideration
being to ew“’tﬁha enemy in the area which
they have been specially crdered to sweep
-1'3 fire. They must avoid being attracted
by other targets, even if more favoamlile, as
ﬂ:u{rwill i:i'\emh}- uml.;:_ﬂt the area which is
L | res ity.
m’l‘hmgwhwt the fire ﬁtélrit, ng matier how
threatening the situation, there muost be no
relaxation of calm, clear fire orders.  Without
guch orders, steady and accurate fire is im-
posalble,

Vickers Research Assocation - www. vickersmg.org. uk

SER = - - |




If the encmy's shell fire is destroying the
post, or if doring the attack the enemy
succeed in manceovring round the post, the
section commander will be well advised to
qn!t e Skl post and take up a |a-<_so|.il.|‘a(m 08
its flank, by this means he may avold the
destruction of his section and may, in his
turn, sarprise the enemy.

il The ememy's assaull.—Ii the enemy is able to pet
- to assanlt, the scction com-
manders of the posts assaulted must act with
great determination and continoe to fight the
coemy with controlled fire, and Anally nse the
ba , if opportunity offers.

e commanders of posts not threatened
with direct assanlt most continue to hold
their . no matber what bas happened to
neighlg:ns posts. They must engage the
enemy with firte, s0 as to help neighbouring
posts to defeat the threatensd assault, or to
asziat In ereating a favourable opportunity for
counter-attack,

27. Counter-attacks -

1. Counter-attatlks will scldom be carried out by a
unit smaller than a platoon. They may be made in
accordance with a previously rehearsed plan, or may bo
‘ounched on only very brief instructions from the
commander.

It will be wery unusual, but situations may arise
in which it is necessary for a section to carty out an
imuiediate counter-attack om the initiative of its

Vickers
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eammander, and all section commanders must therefore
 be prepared for such an eventuality.

0 Sestion commanders taking part in a counter-

attark must lead their sections with great dash, and Bght

- the encmy helore hie gets time to recover from the dis-

anization inte which he will have been thrown during

theattack.

ton commanders of ts holding out

A M look-ont to seb how m}r can best assist

’:m&mr their fire,

- www. vickersmg.org.uk




CHAFTER IX

—

PROTECTION
(Chapter IV, Infantry Training, Vol. II, 1925.)
28, General
In addition to his responsibility, when the laton
!s d_fpln [and if the formation of the ::.tim :Eu mﬁ
mn |3nl provide protection) for the protection aof his
tection by means of sconts, the section eommander
iz concerned with other forms of protection

A 29, Scoums :

1.. Once the plateon to which he belangs is deployed
the section commander is responsible for upmyn'q'
of his section and muost ;._rm.é:ﬁ,_ ? o 2
. To prevent the section being sarprised,
ii. Ta lecate and report the position of the enemy.
, iii. To obtain information as to obstacles to move-
- ment on the line of advance.

When moving In arrowhead, or extended
! section formation will generally in {tself pmvuﬁ tE’l:
. security. But when the ssction is one of the forward
mtﬂ“ r.af & platoon and when its formation does not
provide the nece stcurity, the
L it nncrw-_-.rr ty, employinent of

.
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2 Tefore the enemy has been located, scouts may be
to move abead or to a flank of their section
to protect it from surprise. The distance ahead that
they must move depends on the nature of the
enemy and of the country and on the individuality
of the mon. Later on, when contact has been gained,
it may be necessary for the section scouts to work by
bounds, but ance the enemy” s position has been definitely
establisheed, 1t whl usnally be advisible to withdrw
the scouts altogether, in omder that they may not mask
the fire of their sections.

That is to say, it is not always necessary to employ
scouts, and it must be re that to dg 50
reduces the fire power to the section by the number
af men sent out.,

* | 3, When employed, scouts should work in pairs, to
. inspire confidence ancd be able to consult one anothes,

ot to allew one to remiin in observation, whilst the
other signals or goes back with & report to the section.

They should be given definite objectives to reach.

sent forwand enly to reconnoltre, they should
‘mever use their rifles except in seli-defence.

4. The duty given in para, 1. iif,” above, will be
pecdormed by grownd  seowls,” who must move
saficicntly far ahead of the section to prevent it being
beld u any obstacle, Such ground scouts will be
’ pwti 80 Boom. as the reason for their employment
o jonger exists.
_ The section commander himself will often act as
ground scout ** for his section.

B}éeargl\r__ﬁsgbqalian - www. vickersmg.org.uk
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30. Patrols

1. The scction commander must b trained to lead
& reconnoitring patrol.

2. Imstructions for the training of patrols are:con-
tained in Sec. 150, Infantry Training, Vol. 1, 1928,

and for their em ent, in Sec. 22, 8-12, Infan
Training, Val. ll??ﬁ. which contain alse full ME
&4 to the duties of the patrol leader.

31. Outposis
1. are & form of defence (ses Cha r VIII).
There are genernlly wider intervals between the sectbons
than in other forms of defence, and, as ow are

usually taken up for a shert time oaly, elaberate defences
cannot be eonstructed.

2. Section commanders must receive sufficient instruc-
tion in the manner in which an cutpest position is
organized for them to understand the malm_nd the
terms, Fiquets, Supports and Reserves, f

3. When the section forms part of an outpost company,
the dutics of the section commander will ];llsm ant;um
of & commander of a sentry group.

4. Section commanders should receive instruction on
the following lines. ([Sec, 35, Infantry Training, Vol

11, 1828.)
i By day, one sentry to each group is sufficient.
il, By night, in {og or mist, or if
% tired, or special precautions are
donble sentrics should be posted,
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1 0 a8 to obiain a clear
mici their front, whilst being
mselves from the enemy.
jv. Sentrics mmst avoid movement so as not to
attract attention, o e
v, Sentries will ot lie down ex -
" vi. Sentries will not fix bayonets except at night, or
in fog or mist.
. wii. Sentries will immediately wamn group com-
" manders of the approach of any person of
party. They will erder such persen of party
to “Halt,'’ when within hearing distance.
1 the order is obeyed the group ﬁs:n:,ninf;:
ill order the 1 OT COMMAn
s to ;ld\ra.np::“rml give an account of

i, Sentries must bo p
view of the

E' self. Any person not obeying the sentry,
n;nitum;ﬂin;m make off after being ordered

to halt, will be fired upon without hesitation.

‘wiil. A sentry must know —

*fa) The direction of the enemy.
{b) The position of the sentries
T

£ ;
ition of the piquet, of neighbouring
e Tk; Tﬂl and of any other cutposts in the
nefghbourhood. - r
{#) The extent of front and any special points
_ he has to walch,
Whether iendly patrols or scouts may
o be e I'?: r:b!‘s;ru throngh his porticn
af the line, and the signal, or word, by
which they may be recogn

on his right and

RB}&_B?!.’E!U&W“HI‘I - www.vickersmg_org.uk



(£} The names of a.nl{c prominent  features
villages, woods, .y in wiew, and the
pluces to which roads and railways lead.

(%) How #6 deal with any person or party
approaching his post.

5. Section commanders commanding sen Eroups
must be told exactly what to do innsca.aa ?ﬁ;
attacks, whether thev are to remain at’ their -
in which caze they must be by fire imd
well as from the front—or whether they are to retire
on the piquet.

In the Iatter case they must be warned of the danger
of arriving headlong on the piquet only just abead of
tha enemy.

B. The commanders of groups must also know
what has to be done with persons found entering or
Lnnving thi ou line, g e

Prisoners deserters will be sent at omce, under
cscort, to the authority appointed to interrogpate them,

32. Profection from the air

Section commanders must receive  instruction in
taking cover from the alr (See. 41, Infantry Tl‘ﬂ!‘-l‘l.il-‘lg’.
Vol. 11, 1828). will alse ba tihe e
for firing on aircraft (Sec, 409, T ining,
Vial. IF, 1928 and Secs. 116 to 123* Small Arms
Training, Vel. I, 1924},

* AR present In abeyance and are to be amended.,

-

ol
rﬁﬂﬁ?ﬂ suitable to bring out thess lessons,

during werelse, but the scheme should
ﬂﬂn, i. n:nn:.m!d ﬁth:fh the different phases of the
attle.
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CHAPTER X

SIMPLE TACTICAL EXERCISES
N.B.—The examples given in this Chapter are

intended to show the kind of problems which section
commanders should be called upon to solve.  They

must Aot on any account be regarded a5 a sot form
o be followed on all cccasions.

33, General insfructions

Preparation
.+ The instructor will decide, definitely, what lessonsg
: mt,:nr:mch and must sslect the picce of ground

2 Ha shoold prepare the scheme carefully on the
- Mamﬂu:mkpwt a sound tactical solotion to cach
lem. The aetion of the enemy andef our own troops,

25 detailod,in the scheme, must be tactically sound.

8. The problems st must be eonfined to those of the

i FE . of
wection, but the section is to be considered as part
the platoon and not asan isolated unit.

4, It is, of course, unnecessary to adhere to mnm

- ugaine

The position of the remaining sections of the platoon
'_ﬁ'ﬁlmmymrhlmhwm

: mh‘summldhdui;mdtdtﬂchm




6. Whenever possible sach problem should entail the
issue of wverbal erders by the section commander, the
correct sequence being always insisted on,

Method of Conducting

7. It is advisable to start the exercise by describing
the situation amd issuing orders to the section com-
manders, the instructor acting as though ho were the
platoon commander, . He should explain the situation
and give orders as he would in war, .

&. . The instructor should sot the first lem and give
& time limit for its solution, The time limit can be
reduced as the section comnfanders beeome practised,

& 9. If the section commanders are working in symdi-
cates, the spokesman gr, if they are working individually,
each section commander, after having had time to solve

' the problem, should give the solution, stating :—

. i. His décisign, i
il. His verbal orders for carrying it out.

iiL. "His reasons for the decisiin,

10. Syndicates shonld congist of not more than four
members and, if possible, those under instruction should
work individually and not in syndicates,

11. Vagpe statements and solations will pever be
allowed, The actun] orders shonld be given. It is
advisable to make the individual giving the solution
state it a8 on onder to the remainder of those under
instruction.” The reciflients will then carry it out. By
this means practice will be given in issuing orders and
the definite resutt of the solution will be seen.
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12. Remembering that thers is nearly always moras
than one way of #olving a problem, the instructor
should sum up, Mating :—
i. The factors affecting the situation.
fi. The alternatives open to the section commander.
1if. ‘His own solution of the problem.
o iv. The cxecutive order.
. Tho lesson to be taught by the problem.

The lesson must be driven bonze,

34, Example of d section in the attack

1. Narrative.—Your company i8 lying under eover,
Your platooa has been ordercd, as part of the company
commander’s plan of advance, to occupy Hill :(Ppes
Plate 1. ) about 600 yards distant, . From this hill the
platoon is to be prepased to cover by fire the advance of

' another platoon on its right to Hill ¥, '

The intervening ground is generally exposed, but there
ew banks and depressions, and on the left front.
p H) yarcs awy, is o low hill (Z) dotted with scrub
andd Tocks which appear to be dlear of the esemy.

. The enemy’s infan have been located on a ridge
ghout 900 yards bey Eill X, baot it is not certadn of
Be has any troops on Hills X and Y. Everything is
pxcept for artillery ; the enemy are cccasionally
ng the ground about 500 yoards away to the right.
dia not seem o have locsted your company-

First Puase—Preliminary . —Your platoon com-
sander calls up his four section commanders, and they

e 4
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crawl up to a group of rocks from #hich a view of Hills

X. ¥ and Z can be cbtained. He gives his orders

thus:— *
Information. —As above,

Intention. =1 am going to advance to Hill X to ecover
the advance of No. 2 platoon to Hill ¥.

Plan.—No. 2 section.—Move in five minutes to
Hill Z—From there cover our advance - to
Hill X. As a precaution No. 4 section will
et into a ff here, ready to cover Mo, 2
section’s advance.

As soon as No. 2 section is in ition, 1
shall move with the rest of the platoon
stralglt to Hill X. Nos 1 and 3 sections in
front—No. 4 following 150 yards in rear of
them—Nos, 1 and 3 sections will extend to 5
paces—XNo, 1 on the right will direct—Loock
cut for yoar oater flanks. e

When we get to Hill 3, Wos. 1and 3 ssctions
will frawl up into-a fire position. The left
of No. 1 section will be near that green
bush. No. 2 section will rejoin. T will
then pive orders for the occupation of the
fire position. T

Position of platoon headguarters.—I shall be closs
!J-uehu"ilr Moa. 1 and 3 sactions, P—

The platoon commander then asks H all nnderstand,
and dismisses the section commanders, who go back to
their sections, explain the orders

and ready to
advance, loading rifles if nnt’nhﬂ.dy-l.ﬂdﬂft

Vickers A
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#. Sepconn Paase.—The Approach.

Mo. 4 section gets Into Eo:lmn to cover Mo, 2
. section's movement to Hill £.

The section commander looks round before going back
to his section and decides where to put his Lewis gun.
He selects a bank from which Hill Z i3 visible but from
which the gun cannot be seen {rom the front.

i goes back to his section, tells them priefly what the
ﬁ‘hn‘; first task is, leads the gun up to the position
e has solected and points out Hill Z to the No. 1. The

g'ungurudymﬁm. the Nos, 1and 2 lying beside it, the
et of the section staying under cover o few yards in rear.
The above not take more than two minutes.

The gon of No. 4 section is ready.

No. 2 section moves to Hill Z,—The first problem

for Mo, 2 section commander is in what formation to

move to Hill Z, and which way to go. He muost not
make too big a detour or he will wasts too much time.

He soes a hedge (A) running nearly straight towards

L Hill Z. He decides to go along it. He moves his

= a little to the left under cover, points out the

-' go and Hill Z, sends two scouts 50 yards in fromt,

d follows with the gun and the rest of his section.

" movement is unnoticed. The scouts get on to

Z. There is no enemy fire.

His next lem is similar to that of No. 4 section ;
has to choose a fire position for his gun from which jt
m shoot towards Hill X.  Ilaving done this he notices

be can only see about 30 yards to his left, so he
ot one of his scouts 40 yards to the left to wateh

§:EE He then gets the gun into position, leaving '

pest of the section close behind it under cover, lies




&
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dn;nhhirm]i ne:[ tﬂc gun wh.m,-hh.:hcm wateh Hill X
and the progress of the platoon, which he proceeds to do
as 5000 a5 he has g'wenpth:: n numbers the necessary
indication of target (ser See, g;l

No. 2 section i8 ready to fire at any enemy which may
start shooting at the plateon,

Nos. 1 and 3 sections lead the advance of the
platoon to Hill X, —The platcon comnmander having
secn Moo 4 section is in position starts Nos. 1 and 3
sections off, not straight over the top of the ridge on
which he is lying (which movement would immediately
be seen by the enemy), but round tha shoulder a little
way to the right. No. 1 section leads the way in file,
section commander in {ront,

As soon as he gets to n ground, the No, 1 section
commander decides to deplayand orders, * No. 1 section
—To the right-to five paces extend—By the Left.""
The section commander takes his place in the centre of
his section, nuﬂ as part of the extension,

30 yards on his right the view i3 obstructed 'In.npa
80 he sends out lughmm to move along t1|athrnl; gnd’
keep & look out to his right.  The section advances in
quick time.

HNo. 3 section extends on the Jeft of No. 1 section in
the same way. The ground on the left is open for S0
yuards 5o there is no need to detach men to that flank.

MNo. 4 section follows Nos, 1 and 3 sections.—
This section has anly to follow 150 yards behind the
centre, The section commander adopts file or arrow-
head formation,

The platoon commander with his platcon serjeant
and an orderly is marching 50 yards in rear of Nos. 1 and
3 sections.
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Tiien Puase, —The Fire Fight. : =
: opens fire from Hill X.—The advance
at:.‘?:;]l‘:mﬂi procesded quictly for about 150 yards
hin
shots

ddenly the enemy opens fire from Hill X, four

:ulmmt .:rimultnnnfuﬂy and thc_?h: 5;:11::;“ TEJ;T

i bank 100 yards further on. -
Ilindu R g noticed yi.t pefore the firing began.  He orders

'mfmmmm of Nos 1 and 3 sections repeak
e order, and the two sections double forward. Mo one
Bas been hit. Bat the enemy had hardly fired before
the fire of the Lewis of No. 2 section at Hill Z com-
menced. Their next volley is consequently wild, and
after a few more ineffective shots they cease fire,

‘1 and 3 sections reach the bank, the platoon
jor with them. No. 4 section is ronning ::f
there being no other eover in rear to go
mﬁu gives the fire direchion order
fire on the hill—Scctions distribute loft and
q bush—Five hundred.*"

- by section commanders.—
ve hundred—Hill straight in front—
ta right of it—Three rounds—Distribute

No. 3 section
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section commander orders it to keep up short burst on
the hill at intervals,

It is now for the plateon commander to decids when
and how toresume the advance.  He notices a wall (B)
about B yards further on. That will be his next
fire position. The covering fite of No. 2 section has been
effective, and thare is no need to armnge for more,  He
erders Mos. 1 and 3 sections to rush to the wall.  They
got ready, amd on his word * Go®* they start togother,
extending to five paces, the plateon commander leading

in the centre at a steady double. MNo. 2 section,
seeing thegn start, opens a fong burst with the <
No. 4 section follows as before. 5 s
There is no further enemy fire.

5. FourTtH Puase—The Agsault.

Advance to Hill X.—Cn reaching the wall the pla-
toon commander decides that his best 5 to push
straight on and not give the enemy tin io Tecover.
After a short pause behind the wall to enable the men
to get their breadth, he orders ** Lead on, in quiclk time.*®

They reach Hill X, to find the enemy gone.  Nos. 1
and 3 sections lie down on the top, taking care not to
oxpose themselves.  No. 4 section closes up under cover
inrear, No. 2section is seen coming across to rejoin,

The platoon commander issues orders for the cecu-
pation of the hill as a fire position from which to cover
the advance of No. 2 platocn to Hill Y.

6. Frern Prase—Reorganization .

Occupation of the fire position.—The platoon
commander, without loss of time, Jooks round and selects

a5

i jch

sections, the commanders of which.
m:lmrmu crawled up and joined him, He
has two dutics :— ] ;
E? i. To cover the advance of Ne, T platoon to Hill Y.
ii, Toarrange for his own protecton. o

ich is abont
: see no enemy on Hill ¥, whic

i :ﬁsis right front, and the few cnemy who were o
X have disappeared.
4 Mfrects cach section commander wiers to %u-
2=d points cut the target or targets he is to be ready to
| EngAgRe.
. The platoan

‘commander's orders are as follows —

at i i Latoon
wformation. —That is Hill ¥, which No. 2 p
: :ammupyrt 1 sec no encmy anywhere.
fion.—We will hold on here and be ready tor
cover Mo, 2 platoon’s advance, o =
Plan. .—To those bushes 30 yard
s Sm :ﬂgngtmpuIHﬂI‘;.
' ight Aank.

Eection. —Hemain where you are—
-ﬂlv wmﬁm lower erost of Fill ¥ as far
s the bare tree in hedge this side of it

Mo 3 Section.—Get-a few yards further
- can se the ground in front

hetween
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position. . MNoa. 1 and 2 platoons may then come into

: reasrve, and 20 on, 1

3 “Innpﬁi'q case, covering fire has been arranged for in

the of advance of the company or platcon cotn-
mu:g::‘:nd is given by stationary scctions or platoons

sent to definite fire positions for that purpose.

The range to Hill Y is 400 yards—To the bars
* tree 450 yards—To the haystack 600 yards
Ko firing till I give the order.
Headguarfers.—1 shall remain bere,
Section commanders ask any questions they wish,

say they understand, crawl back, explain rapidly to theie
sections, lead them to the positions ordered,” and get
reidy to fire by giving preparatory fire orders,

The platoon commander then orders his orderly to
somaphore back *All peady” to company Head-
uATeTs. »

The platoon is ready to carry oot its task, and section
L commanders watching their targets: the platoon com-
mander keoping his glasses fixed on Hill ¥. The
platoon serjeant , who has been looking back, says " Mo, 2
platoon advancing. Sir.**

7. Action by Nos. 1 and 2 platoons.

No. 2 platoon advances onm Hill ¥ —If No, 2
platoan is fired at doring its advance, No. 1 plitoon
commander immediately opens fire, his onder being
simply * No. 2 {or No. 3 or Moa. 2 and No. 1) sectionfs) —
Open firg'*, or any sections he desires, and controlling
the fire by such orders as ** Mo, £ section—Stop’”, * No. |
section—Stop—Fire on Hill Y—Go on'', and so on,
section commanders always giving the executive fire

Subsequent action by No. 1 platoon. This depends
on the company commander's orders. After Mo, 2
platoon-is in position on Hill ¥, Noa. 1 and 2 ilhwow
may have been ordered to cover the advance of Nes. 3
or 4 platoons, or both, between the fwo to the pext

:h Assocalion - www.vickersmg.org.uk
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35. Example of @& seclion in the defence

I. Narrative.—It i3 asumed that there is time to
arganize o delensive position and that the company to
which the gection belongs has been able to take up its
allotted positions without interference on the part of
the enemy. Moo 1 platoon commander has EBsued
inskructions for the sections of his platoon to QOCUPY
the defensive posts as shown in Plate 1T (page 102},

2. Finst Pusse.—The preparation and organiza-
tion of a defensive position.

No. 1 platcon has arrived on the ground. All
sections start working on their section posts.
Hothing has been heard of any enemy being in the
wvicinity of this plateon area,
Froblem for solution by sectioh commanders.
What preliminary steps would they take to prepare the
dection posts for defence ? =y

. lstﬂfﬂﬁ'M-—-Th-Ell-l' answer should inclede (e Chapter
) =
i The detailing of individual men as reliefs for
look~oat and work on the defences.

fi. The type of cover they would make on the
assumption that the normal allotment of
tools i available,

iil. The f’nund they must make a special point of
being able to sweep with fire.  For example
Ko, 3 section must sweep with fire across the

Vickers
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f of Mo, 2 section and the southern edges
mDEEK WOOD; Noo 2 section must
wwpwimﬁﬂmmuimtoilia,rﬂ
section and Mo, 2 platcon, and also the 5.W,
comer of ROEDEER WOOD.

i [
iv. The arra:ﬁwmntn to make the post capable o
-rou

all defence.

v, The selection of reference points and the pre-

paration of a range card.

wi. The arrangement for the Lewis-gun ammunition.
Iwili. The steps they would take to conceal  the

excavated garth. f
_ wiil The information and instroctions they would give

the sentried.

lem for solution by No. 3 section com-

G Collection &

ing that he has made all the arran fits

sed to in the solution above, what additional

e mako for the organization of his

—Fust double mmhqr single ﬁt;_tﬂﬂ- and

mﬁdﬂ“ﬂf im‘:“‘;?’ﬁ-“ action in
the landmarks he would select which would
Eunﬁd&ﬁnlﬂ*w the direction of the
s posts, and platoon headsuarters.

' which each man conld
m . if necessary, without
Bg = 2 sectiod,

reh Assocalion - www. vickersmg.org. uk
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. Study the ground in front of the platoon area and
mdicate the places he would make for, and the means
he would take to keop direction, if ordered to go.out on
patrol during the night.

3. Sncoxn Paase.—Approach of the Enemy.

Narrative.—aAbout two hours after the covering
troops had been withdrawn, the sentry of No. 1 section
ealls the attention of the section commander to a hostile
cavalry patrol of about one section, moving scuth from
X. The scouts of this patrol have at this moment
reached a point about where the X of *“From X°° is
marked in te I1.

Problams for solution by Mo, 1 section com-
mander,

What action will he take ?

Situation.—The sections by now should be sufficiently
dug in to give them cover from view. The job of the
hostile patrol ks presumably to reconnoitre,

Diecizion.—Adopt a position of readiness to open fire
when decisive result can be obtained. Signal ** Enemy
in sight* to plateon besdquarters and other posts,

Leseoins speciaily infroduced by this I —Fre=-
mature opening of fire discounts surprise.  In c
of being able to communieate with platoon
and other posts without givi y position.

In this phase further pro gawluﬁiﬁm can be
set by cxplaining imaginary actions on the part of the
cavalry patrol and calling on section commanders to

« explain what action they would take,

artirs
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4. Tmee Paast.—The Fire Fight, =
“ —The enemy cavalry turned out to
thch::rnaﬂ;mm B-T:vaumtl ‘E[uarld. he enemy infantry

Tave deployed and are attacking the position.

For this phase, the problems for solution are set by
pointing out the imaginary positions of wvarious groups
of attacking esemy, the section commanders  being
required to give " Fire orders.”

5. Foormn Puasi, —Enomy Assault.

arrative.—Om the east side of the read the enemy
mzipi.ed ‘the SLAG HEAP, and opened machine-gun
fire from there, but no indantry could be seen advancing
<n that side of the road, : ; ——

On the west side of the road, in spite o
 emsmalties, the enemy succeeded in penctrating the chain

‘of posts, and got possession of the spur occupied by
o, 2 platoon, under cover of smoke.

As the smoke cleared, Mo. 2 scetion commander
realized this, and akeo suw a small group of the encmy
crossing the road immedintely east of the post which
had been occupied No. 2 plitoon—evidently their
* intention is to attack No. 3 section post.

Problem for solution by No, 2 section com-
ander.
What action will he take?

Situation.—Enemy firing {rom SLAG HEAP but not
mncing. Enemy's penetration on  left  requires

ﬂ'éga_rp_l_]__ﬁ_smualinn - WWW. ViCKersmg.ong :!.IR
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Decdsion, —Leave one man observing to the front
{Mo. 1 section can deal with the encmy on SLAG
HEAP), turn the Lewis gun, and the remainder of the
men, facing left. Give a fire onder to fire at the enemy
crossing the road.

Special lesson iniroduced by ithis Jemn, —Infant
allotted to a defended post are mpanmn for Im-ldl.ng?tz
at all costs, and for inflicking the greatest possible loss
an the enemy, g

The fact t{at any post or locality in their neighbour=
hood is lost must, on o accoant, be consldered a reason
for them to withdraw, in order to conform with a con-
sequent readjustment of the line.

Morrative (continoed).—The fire of No. 2 section,
catching the enemy i enfilade, beft but four of them alile
to move. Thesa got under cover of a sterp bank and
opencd fire on No. 2 section.

Problem for solution by MNo. 3 scction com =
mander.,

What action will he take ?

His choice of action depeods on exactly how the
situation appears on the ground where the problem 1%
&ct.  He might be in & position to open fire on them, or,
il they are under cover and range will permit, to fire
rifle grenades to drive them from their cover, and so
enable No, 2 section to fire at them in the open.

6. Frrrie Prase,—The Counter-attack.

Narrative.—A counter-attack by a reserve platoon
is now laanched to regain the lost position.

Vickers
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Prate IL [To face p. 102,
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if o Mne B,
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- Lion
\f"-'-:l]" No.1 Platoosn
fix lity
il
— Section Post
s Gommunication tronch jolning up
Soction Posts whon time permits

Note,—Country, mostly grass and fakrly open
but intersected m{h hedges which to a
cortain extent obscure the view from our
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Problem for solution by Noa. 2 and 3 section
commuanders.

The fire orders they would give to assist the counter-
attack.

L Narrative (concladed), — The counter - attacking
{ F[.muu‘ assisted by the firc of Nos. 2 and 3 sections,
\ _succeeded in defeating the enemy and regaining the
r position lost hg Mo, 2 platoon.

A6, Quick decizion exercisa

! 1. The quick decision exercise is intended to be used
| a5 A quickening cxercise for the section commander
! after ho has been thorcughly grounded in tactical
I training by exercises without troops.

In these exercises without troops he has ample time to

solve his problem and to discuss it with others,

Mow be has to make up his mind alone and quil:-'l-l:]g;

and to handle a section which would, normally,
I -—._,j composed of other section commanders.,
2. Method of preparing the exercise —

i. The quick decision exercise must be prepared
beforehand with as much care as is necessary
in the preparation of & tactical cxercise without
troops.

fl, Each problem must be such that the section

| commander solves it as he would on service,

i that is, by immediate action without dis-
cussion.

iii, It is not, however, mam that the different
problems shonld be 1 up by a narrative,

bllqar._linn-& Rﬁ_sear_r.t__l Assocalion - www. Vickersmg.ong.uk




that s, that they shonld be the consccutive
phases of a battle, After the first ety
each situation may be a completely one
entirely unconnected with that preceding it

B, Method of earrying out the exercise —

i. The instructor should initiate the exercise by
giving the section commander #n outline
“situation’" such as, in the attack, telling
him that his section is the lelt flank section
of a platoon ad in diamond formation
to an indieated objective.

il. The ssction commander should then act in
accordance with the situation given to him.

dfi. When the section is in the required position, the
instructor shonld ereate the situation required
:ﬁ pmdn;ﬂ his problem. This must be done,
n nearly overy case, means of a pre-
arranged signal from 'Ilabiwlnéﬁs.w ht;mt
tion who represent the encmy.

dv, A fresh of fatigue men will generally be
required for cach problem and, to facilitate
signalling, each should be given a num-
ber ing with that of the situation

in which they are taking part.
w. The value of the exercise will be considerably
lessened unless the problem iz produced by,

encmy.  However, thers are a few us:::l;l
situations which can be produced wverbally
by the instructor,

men provided with rifles and blank ammuni=

surprise fire or by the amﬂmmall

105

i. Tn cases whore the problem is created by surprise
" Tnﬂre. the mﬂmm be invisible. The
section commander, if he determines to return

the fire, will have to locate his enemy before

he gives his fire order. I he fails to locate

them, and if the exercise would Iose value
thereby, the instructor should, by pre-

3 signal, cause the enemy to show

or ondg minate,

wii. Aftereach situation the instructor should :—
(a) Criticize solutions.
B} Sum op. J .
e} Give what he considers to be a correct solution.
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