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The dining room, with furniture from Holly Hunt, has an unobstructed canyon view.
Brad Durham’s oil on canvas painting, "Seeing the Moment” (1995), is a focal point.
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A Contemporary House In Los Angeles
Is Tucked Away From The Crowds

TEXT BY KATHY BRYANT
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERIC STAUDENMAIER

Framed f*}‘ canyons q_I“mm' and q'n.'..'.l"}'pf.'rf frees,
this nearly 10.000 square foot house built of natural materials
and glass s a quiet sancruary with not even a whisper of nois
from nearby Sunset Boulevard. The owners. a Californi:

mternet entreprencur and his novelist screenwriter wife

wanted to live in tupe with nature i a timeless modern house
Architect Chris l\i'1||]_n'| of Rockefeller Partners and Alana
Homesley of Alana Homesley Interior Design achieved just
that. “There were onlv so many wavs to take advantage of the
canyon views,” says Kempel. "Although it’s a large property. only
a third of it is buildable.” Not only did he manage to get verdant
views, bur on clear days the Pacific Ocean can be seen
Rockefeller Partners was familiar with the more than three acre
property since they had designed a house on it for a previous
client. That projecr fell through. but when the current owners
were looking for an architect, Rockefeller Partners was an

obvious choice
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The owners' favorite feature of the Mlﬂ% Ay 100mS C2
be opened up to nature, giving it an easy indoor/outdaor feeling.







windows bordered in mahogany that frame gisantic pine trees n'\.||lz:':‘-_' 1 the

1

eleoming touch the owners desired. "We used high grade cedar

for the Hoors

ind the siding. Eucalyprus bark was the inspiration for the color stain of the
cedar, Concrete is used as both a foundation and a finish material.” notes
Kempel. The low maintenance concrete walls are remimiscent of those at the
Gerty Villa, and add a racrile imdoor ourdoor element

Designer Homeslev's dictate from the owners was 1o make the house warm
and livable, withour using design or furniture thar was too minimal or too mid
century. “The furniture picces were selected for their clean lines and simplicin

['he fabrics are mostly linen velvets, cotton velvers. microsuedes and silks. The

color palette is mostly neurral as 1 mainly used taupe. gray, ol

ve, raisin and d

imk. which are a favorite selection of the clients. Their own artwork added

punch.” says Homesley. Only a few bright colors were used. like the fuchsia pil

lows 1 ||!l' livi

g room. and the red in the theater pillows

\ lot of time and effort was pur into the details of this house. as you
can rell by \rll-.|'l|!|__\_" the way materials come hu\l_!_.'l||. r.” describes Kempel
I'here are \|‘\'\'J:|| clements. like the way the stairs and :.|||.|1||31 loar away

trom the con

-rete walls. This was done to give the illusion of being in a tree

or on a bridge, to keep with the rural theme of the house, One of many green
aspects is the natural ventilanion ereated by operable windows that. because
of their placement and size. allow the homeowners to use the air condi

rroning svsrem less frequently
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T the master bedroom, the bed rests on a pure silk rug, There is a special built in nook for reading and relaxing.
RIGHT At night the house comes alive through strategic lighting.
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