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Annual Picnic:

Hinckley Reservation
Ledge Lake Shelter A
Ledge Road, Between State
Road and Kellogg Road
Hinckley, OH 44233

Aug 22, 2015
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Parma Snow Public
Library Auditorium

2121 Snow Road, Parma
OH 44134

on Saturday Sept 26
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"It was the much awaited NEOMM's Holi event that
finally arrived on March 16th. The venue was Tadka,
North Olmsted, OH, our favorite place to meet up
due to its central location and awesome food catered
by the restaurant. The Marathi folks were looking
forward to this 2nd event of year 2015 to catch up
and hang around with friends and families."
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HOLI

It was the much awaited NEOMM’s Holi event that finally
arrived on March 16™. The venue was Tadka, North Olmsted,
OH, our favorite place to meet up due to its central location and
awesome food catered by the restaurant. The Marathi folks
were looking forward to this 2" event of year 2015 to catch up
and hang around with friends and families.

The event took off at 3.00 p.m. with a warm welcome from the
Marathi Mandal committee and by doing brief introductions.
Also, the beautiful weather helped the ladies and gentlemen to
get dressed up in traditional colorful attire with stylish open
sandals (ladies were craving to do so after 5 months of severe
cold). Soon the Holi puja was performed with the scared fire,
fresh flowers, coconuts, etc. And Prasad — milk cakes were
distributed to everyone. The “gull tikka” was applied to each
person’s forehead as a symbolic Holi custom. It was then the
time to greet each other and interact, which people seemed to
enjoy doing. Mouthwatering appetizers such as pakodas and
kachoris with tangy chutneys were served hot for the guests
with their favorite in-demand masala chai.

The musical orchestra team had arrived by then and was setting
up the instruments on the podium. DJ Kris was very active and
started entertaining folks with his versatile collection of Indian
music. Soft Hindi songs from 80s till date soothed the
atmosphere with some nostalgic memories from India. A major
portion of the crowd had gathered and assembled till then. It
was inspiring to see the senior citizens — the life members of
Marathi Mandal to be so enthusiastic and respectful of the event.
Their presence definitely demonstrated affability and
benevolence. It was also nice to register the young couples and
their children who seem to be thoroughly engaged with each
other. It was a truly philanthropic event with participation from
mixed groups of people.

The musical team posed themselves on the podium to set the
tone for the evening. Slowly they commenced the program with
a lush variety of Marathi and Hindi poetic notes, gazhals and
songs that occupied our minds. Their performance was well
received with requests of “once more” to repeat some of the
popular verses. Time elapsed quickly in this delightful show and
we realized it was already dinner time.

We could smell the delicious Indian food as dinner was served
along and immediately people started forming lines to help
themselves. Paneer kadhai, veq jalfrezi, biryani, naans, salads
was on the menu followed with yummy gulab jamuns and
moong dal halwa. Dinner room got busier as people started
dining and this opened up for the people to chit chat while they
relished the delicacies.

Bollywood songs rang in another hour and the younger folks
excitedly jumped to rock the floor. Toddlers, kids, teenagers,
adults — everyone got tuned to DJ and danced away to the Holi
numbers including “Ranga Barse”, “Tune mari pichkari” etc. It
was an energetic and exhilarating experience that kept people
engrossed for a couple of hours.

Soon it was time to say bye to our friends. We captured our
wonderful moments in pictures which were later on uploaded to
the NEOMM Facebook page. We look forward to meet our
NEOMM friends again and have more fun at our next event.

Jyoti Sadekar
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Traveler

Going from place to place,
I have become learned.
Many a thing, with grace,
I have earned.

The distance /rom one place to another g
Is immeasurable ‘cause,
Wherever I go, I have a brother
Or sister waiting with open arms.

Sure, there have been battles and wars,
Out of greed they have been fought,

As long as we know that hatred cowers,
In front of good, then good is what we got.

I travel without a home,

I travel without a family,
‘Cause the world 1s my home,
And everyone in it, my family.

I am not an Indian, American,

Russian, Greek, nor French
I am an inhabitant of this earth,
Forgotten to time, discarded in the trench.

Mayank Deogaokar
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