
114        H I G H L I F E M A G A Z I N E . C O M . A U

Kate Bell
HELLO EWE JUMPERS

Sheep and wool have always played a big part in Kate Bell’s 
life, but it was the experience of shopping for jumpers 
for her children that prompted her merino wool jumper 

business Hello Ewe. 
Kate grew up on a sheep farm and today owns a 280 hectare 

merino sheep and cattle farm at Collector, near Goulburn, with 
her husband, wool broker Michael de Kleuver. The couple are 
based in Melbourne for Michael’s work, but regularly visit their 
Collector property, which they’ve owned since 2005 (it’s about 
10 minutes from the farm Kate grew up on, which is where her 
brother Philip and Sarah Jane Bond founder Vanessa Bell now 
live). 

“Growing up on a sheep property gave me an appreciation for 
wool and its incredible thermal, long-lasting and biodegradable 
properties,” says Kate, whose husband also grew up on a merino 
property, near Cooma. 

“When our children [Eve, now 10, and George, 8] were 
babies, I always dressed them in wool because of its softness 
and warmth, but as they approached school age I noticed there 
were hardly any good quality, machine washable wool jumpers 
available. All the school tops were fleece or cotton and the kids 
were freezing.”

Kate spent six months researching and trialling various 
weaves, yarns and styles on her children, before launching the 
business in November 2018. Using 100 per cent Australian 

merino wool, the Hello Ewe range is manufactured at a small 
family-owned knitting company in Victoria’s Ballarat. Once the 
yarn is machine-knitted into large pieces, it is cut to patterns, 
then hand sewn into crew neck jumpers and vests for school 
and play.

A significant amount of work goes into each jumper. “One 
school mum made the point that they are expensive for school 
wear and that kids might lose them,” says Kate, whose range 
of jumpers for men and women will be available next year. 
“I said, ‘Yes, they do cost more than a chain store fleece, but 
they’re made in Australia, they’re 100 per cent merino, they’re 
sustainable and biodegradable, and can be handed down to 
siblings and friends’. Maybe we need to have a conversation 
with our children and ourselves about reducing waste, valuing 
things and having less.” 

Her jumpers are now part of the uniform at two Melbourne 
primary schools, and Kate is on a mission to build the business. 
“The response has been really positive. There’s a definite interest 
in incorporating wool jumpers into school uniforms. People are 
realising how easy wool is to care for these days – you just throw 
it in the machine and dry it over a rack overnight.

“We’re teaching kids about recycling, reducing waste and 
growing their own vegetables but unfortunately our love of 
cheap and fast fashion hasn’t received as much attention. I’m 
confident that what I am producing wears and washes well, and 
is in a comfortable style children want to wear. It’s the ultimate 
natural, durable, quality basic.” HL
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KATE BELL AND CHILDREN EVE AND GEORGE AT THEIR COLLECTOR PROPERTY, ALL WEARING HELLO EWE JUMPERS AND VESTS (PHOTOGRAPHS BRYDIE MALONE).


