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UKRI Structure

EPSRC vision
• To make the UK recognised as the place where the most creative researchers can
deliver world-leading engineering and physical sciences research
• To work within the research ecosystem of UKRI, the R&D base within business,
SMEs, government departments, charitable organisations and international
partnerships to identify and tackle new research challenges and deliver societal
and economic impact from our research base

• To build on our strong working partnerships with business to play a leading
role within UKRI, particularly working in partnership with IUK, in delivering
economic prosperity to the UK (and hence the government’s target of 2.4% of
GDP invested in R&D by 2027)

An intelligent investor
£80 billion

£4.6 billion
EPSRC research and training
portfolio, of which

£3.4 billion
is relevant to industrial sectors

3,800
collaborating organisations

Creating
connections

Delivering
outcomes
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investment

of economic activity
and cost efficiencies from an EPSRC
investment of
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Priority Framework

UKRI Landscape of Activity: Manufacturing
Research and skills
Investing in new growth areas
Chatty Factories

Supporting skills
Manufacturing Fellowships

Future Manufacturing Hubs
11 Hubs supporting commercialisation of early stage
research opportunities driven by long-term challenges of
industry - plus 2 Vaccine Hubs funded by DoH

Translation
ISCF
Medicines
manufacturing

MMIC

wave 1

Drawing on emergent research
Catalysis Hub

Early stage commercialisation

Vaccines Centre
Dr Zushu Li
Tata Steel to WMG
now part of SUSTAIN

Driving the electric
revolution

Manufacturing
made smarter
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wave 3

Transforming foundation
industries

Putting the Delivery Plan in Context
National Productivity Investment Fund (NPIF)
•
•
•
•
•

Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund (ISCF)
Strategic Priorities Fund (SPF)
Talent & Skills
Strength in Places Fund (SIPF)
Fund for International Collaboration (FIC)

UKRI cross-cutting themes
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

EPSRC with Innovate UK and Research England: Commercialisation of University Research
MRC: Future Leaders Fellowships
ESRC: Equality, Diversity & Inclusion
STFC: Infrastructure (Infrastructure Roadmap)
NERC: Grants Funding Service
Innovate UK: ISCF (NPIF)
AHRC: International

Global Challenges Research Fund (part of the UK’s Official Development Assistance (ODA))

Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund (ISCF):
Grand Challenges

Ageing
society

AI and data
economy

Clean
growth

Future of
mobility

Harnessing the power of
innovation to help meet
the needs of an ageing
society

Putting the UK at
the forefront of the
artificial intelligence
and data revolution

Maximising the
advantages for UK
industry from the global
shift to clean growth

Becoming a world
leader in shaping the
future of mobility
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ISCF Wave 3 challenges

Ageing
society

AI and data
economy

Clean
growth

Future of
mobility

Accelerating Detection of
Disease (up to £79m)

Manufacturing Made
Smarter (up to £147m)

Transforming Foundation
Industries (up to £66m)

Driving the Electric
Revolution (up to £78m)

Commercialising Quantum
Technologies (up to £153m)

Smart Sustainable Plastic
Packaging (up to £60m)

Future Flight (up to £125m)

Digital Security by Design
(up to £70m)

Industrial Decarbonisation
(up to £170m)
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UKRI Interdisciplinary Circular Economy programme
• A £30m UKRI Strategic Priorities Fund programme (developed by AHRC, BBSRC, EPSRC,
ESRC, NERC and Innovate UK, with DEFRA and BEIS) that will build an interdisciplinary
circular economy research and innovation community to provide the underpinning
research understanding to enable the transition to a more circular economy.
• The programme will support policymakers and industry with frameworks to make more
effective evidence-based decisions, driven by:
• clear implementation pathways
• accelerated understanding and innovative solutions, and
• strong national leadership, coordination and cross-sector stakeholder engagement

Circular Economy programme objectives
• To accelerate understanding and solutions to enable circularity of specific
resource flows (including related waste streams and uses, and within sector
contexts)
• To provide national leadership, coordinate and drive knowledge exchange
across the programme as a whole and with policy, consumer, third sector and
business stakeholders
• To ensure research is embedded with stakeholders by involving businesses,
policymakers, consumers and society, the third sector, and other affected
groups and communities at every part of the programme – including provision
of funding to enable SME involvement.

Circular Economy programme
The programme objectives will be progressed by £30m of funding for up to five
interdisciplinary Centres and an integration Hub led by a Coordinator.

Current calls
• Up to £22.5M available (alongside £2.5M of future funding to enable small and
medium enterprise involvement with Centres) to support up to five academic
interdisciplinary Centres of up to 48 months, expected to be from October 2020.
• Outline closing date: 16.00 05 December 2019 (tomorrow!)
• Consortium building workshops in February and March
• Full proposals due 21 April 2020
• Up to £150,000 for one grant of up to 11 months, leading to a second stage with a
single proposal submission for an Interdisciplinary Circular Economy Hub, with up
to £3.3m available for up to 43 months expected to start January 2021.
• Coordinator will be announced in approx. early February 2020

Opportunities for industry engagement
• Engaging with existing academic contacts
• If you don’t identify applicants, details of successful outline proposals will be
announced in late January 2020
• Attendance at community building workshops in February and March 2020
• Opportunities to network with and shape Centre proposals

• Engagement with Centres and Hub when launched (Oct 2020; Jan 2021)
• Future CR&D competitions from Innovate UK, linked to the five Centres
• Estimated to launch autumn 2020 – up to £2.5m of UKRI funding available

Examples of additional opportunities for
Innovate UK / UKRI funding
SMART Grants
Innovation Loans

Knowledge Transfer Partnerships
APC Programmes

Strength in Places Fund (SIPF)

ATI Programmes
e.g. National Aerospace Technology Program (NATEP)
Fund for International Collaboration (FIC)
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