
BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES  

Our guidance policy begins with prevention. Center Directors and teachers carefully arrange the physical 

aspects of the classrooms such that the spatial arrangement, itself, helps children interact appropriately. 

For example, large open spaces are generally avoided to help children save their large muscle activity, 

such as running, for the playground. Teachers are careful and attentive observers of the children in their 

classroom such that they are finely attuned to each child’s uniqueness.  

At Children’s Place, our rules and expectations are designed to help children learn to manage their 

behavior for effective interaction and cooperation. All staff members guide and support children by 

clearly communicating in a positive manner and tone. For example, "Let's keep the sand in the sand 

table so that we have a lot to pour." Typically, the children are eager to act appropriately and are 

recognized for doing so. We design activities that are age appropriate in both task and duration to 

maximize positive interactions. Our teachers also carefully monitor the children's activities to anticipate 

and diffuse problems before they begin. A child who is losing interest in one activity or getting too loud 

may be redirected to another area that can spark renewed engagement and positive behavior.  

Basic Behavior Expectations at the Children’s Place  

Knowing and meeting expectations encourages independent action and fosters self- esteem. The 

following are examples of tools and rules that we use in the classrooms.  

Signals: Lights Off means Stop, Look and Listen, Bell or Music means Clean Up and Find the Teacher 

School Rules: Each classroom will develop school rules together depending on the age and 

developmental level of the children. Below is an example of the rules that might be developed. Each 

classroom will post the rules of the classroom.  

Be a kind friend.  

Listen the first time.  

Follow the routine.  

Stay in your own space.  

Use words to communicate.  

Use quieter voices inside.  

Walk inside the building.  

Use materials appropriately.  

Put everything in its place.  

The teachers and students in each class will discuss behavior expectations throughout the year. As 

appropriate, each class will add specific examples relating to each of the items listed above. For 

example, for “Be a kind friend,” one year, a 4’s class added “share”, then 12 another added “respect the 

rights of others,” and the 3’s specified “if you put down your toy and move on to something else, 

another friend can use it.”  



All Children’s Place staff will:  

• Provide limits in a calm, consistent, and respectful manner, which allows the child to grow in self-

control and self-esteem.  

• Respond to a child’s challenging behavior, including physical aggression, in a manner that provides for 

the safety of the child and the others in the classroom.  

• Help children learn to identify both positive and negative emotions, as well as to express them 

appropriately.  

• Work with children to develop conflict resolution skills necessary to solve their disagreements in an 

appropriate manner.  

• Help children express and acknowledge their choices.  

• Help children describe problems, evaluate their actions, verbalize alternatives, and consider the 

perspective of others. Children are guided and supported as they learn to accept the natural 

consequences of their actions.  

This approach includes positive reinforcement for appropriate behavior, redirection, reminders of 

classroom rules, modifying the classroom environment and/or daily schedule, and providing a 

supervised quiet time for the child to gain control. After a quiet time, the teacher invites the child to 

rejoin the group and reminds the child of the relevant expectations for the activity in progress.  

Staff shall observe all children and document any problem behavior to help ascertain any patterns like 

events, activities, and interactions, as well as any precipitating contextual factors. If a child's behavior 

problem persists or becomes dangerous to the other children in the class (e.g., punching, kicking, 

temper tantrums), the child will first be removed from the class and the teacher will try to calm the 

child. If that doesn’t work, the teacher will bring the child to the office and call the parent to come and 

pick the child up. Such situations are rare at the Children's Place and are discussed thoroughly with the 

child, the teacher, and the parent to determine positive steps toward solution. Families are referred to 

specialists for help with persistent behavior problems that may be linked to developmental issues, with 

the goal being to support the child’s successful inclusion in the classroom. 

 

PERSISTANT AND SERIOUS BEHAVIOR  

Occasionally there will be a child whose behavior is excessively disruptive to the classroom environment 

or who is harmful to themselves or others. If a child becomes a threat to his/her own safety, other 

children’s safety or staff safety, a teacher will gently hold the child until the child is able to gain control 

and feel safe and calm again. If a child has frequent episodes in which he or she is a threat to others’ 

safety the teacher, Director and the parents/guardian will work together to plan an intervention that 

will prevent/eliminate the negative behavior. If the behavior persists and the center is unable to meet 

the child’s needs, the family will be asked to remove the child from the center. A request for withdrawal 

will be the last option after all other options have been exhausted. 


