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Architectural policies
developments across Europe

“Public space directly impacts everyone’s quality of life, and therefore, architecture is a domain with 
a significant social impact. In order to better plan and develop our living environment, we have con-
vened an expert group on spatial design, with the goal of making proposals for updating domestic ar-
chitectural policy”

Indrek Saar, Minister of Culture, Estonia.
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THE RISE OF 
ARCHITECTURAL POLICIES
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1977 -> 2017
40 years

France | 1977
In the European panorama France was a pioneer country approving a Law on architecture: 
Loi n° 77-2 du 3 janvier 1977 sur l’architecture.

Georges Pompidou Centre, Paris | Richard Rogers, Renzo Piano & Gianfranco Franchini | 1977

EU Architects Directive | 1985
“architecture, the quality of 
buildings, the way in which 
they blend in with their
surroundings, respect for the 
natural and urban environ-
ment and the
collective and individual cul-
tural heritage are matters of 
public concern’
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1985 - EU

EU Architects Directive | 1985
“architecture, the quality of buildings, the way in which they blend in with 
their surroundings, respect for the natural and urban environment and the 
collective and individual cultural heritage are matters of public concern’
(Architects Directive 85/384/EEC)
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Dutch government Policy 
on Architecture

Dutch government Policy on Architecture | 1991

In 1991, the Netherlands approved the first
national government memorandum on architectural
policy, entitled: Space for Architecture.
The policy document led to the establishment of
several cultural institutions in the following years:

- Berlage Institute
- Netherlands Architecture Fund
- Architectuur Lokaal Foundation
- Local Architecture centres (+30)
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Dutch government Policy 
on Architecture

The aim of the joint architectural policy of the Minister of Housing,
Physical Planning and Environment and the Minister of Welfare,
Health and Cultural Affairs is to “create the right conditions for
the generation of quality architecture.”

(Space for Architecture, 1991)
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European Forum for Architectural 
Policies (EFAP) | 1997

-> governmental agencies

-> cultural institutions

-> professional organizations

Family picture of the first international
conference on Architectural Policies
NAI, Rotterdam | 4 & 5 June 1997

The EFAP meetings:

- Rotterdam | 1997

- Helsinki | 1999

- Oporto | 2000

- Paris | 2000
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EU Council Resolution on 
Architectural Quality | 2001

ENCOURAGES THE MEMBER STATES TO:
a) intensify their efforts to improve the

knowledge and promotion of architecture

and urban design,

b) to make contracting authorities and the

general public more aware of and better

trained in appreciation of architectural,

urban and landscape culture;

c) promote architectural quality by means of

exemplary public building policies;

d) foster the exchange of information and

experience in the field of architecture.

(2001/C 73/04)
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lEIPZIG cHARTER | 2007

Leipzig Charter on Sustainable European Cities (2007)
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EU Council Conclusions on Architecture: 
Culture’s Contribution to Sustainable Development | 2008

Calls on the comission and member states to:
a) make allowance for architecture in all relevant

policies, especially in research, economic and

social cohesion, sustainable development and

educational policies.

b) encourage innovation and experimentation in

sustainable development in architecture, urban

planning and landscaping, in particular within the

framework of European policies and programs

and when commissioning public works.

c) and a number of more concretely defined actions,

such as research, an annual European

architecture event and measures to enhance

better education and public awareness.
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European Forum for 
Architectural Policies (EFAP) | 2017

2017
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European Forum for 
Architectural Policies (EFAP) | 2018

*2018
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NATIONAL ARCHITECTURAL 
POLICIES TODAY
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Types of official documents 
on architectural policy

2011
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Legislation (Type 1)
France

In 2014, the French Minister of Culture has

announced its intention to launch a “National

Strategy for the architecture” (SNA), a public

management tool of the architect’s policy.

To prepare the National Strategy, three

working groups have been established around

three objectives: awareness, innovation and

growth.

Working groups have submitted their

proposals to the Minister 7 July 2015.

The National Strategy on Architecture was

published last month and was formally

adopted on October 2015.
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Legislation (Type 1)
Sweden

A report and proposal of a new Swedish

National policy on Architecture was

Published in 2015, entitled:

The designed environment: a new policy

for architecture and design (2015)
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Comprehensive Policy (type 2)
Netherlands

37

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015

Comprehensive Policy (type 2)
Netherlands



CCA - Central European Region Architects’s Chambers Meeting - Brno 15.-16.2.2018 - Architectural Policies

Comprehensive Policy (type 2)
Scotland (UK)

39

Comprehensive Policy (type 2)
Scotland (UK)

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015
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Comprehensive Policy (type 2)
Denmark

40

Comprehensive Policy (type 2)
Denmark

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015
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Comprehensive Policy (type 2)
Portugal (2015)

42

Comprehensive Policy (type 2)

Portugal (2015)

National Policy on 
Architecture and 
Landscape

National Policy on
Architecture and
Landscape
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Comprehensive Policy (type 2)
Czech Republic (2015), Slovenia (2017)

43

Comprehensive Policy (type 2)

Czech Republic (2015) Slovenia (2017)



CCA - Central European Region Architects’s Chambers Meeting - Brno 15.-16.2.2018 - Architectural Policies

Comprehensive Policy (type 2)
Austria

44

Comprehensive Policy (type 2)

Austria

20112006

22 August 2017

44

Comprehensive Policy (type 2)

Austria

20112006

22 August 2017

44

Comprehensive Policy (type 2)

Austria

20112006

22 August 2017
2006 2011 2017
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Policies

Year Country / Region Name
1991 Netherlands Space for Architecture

1996 Denmark Architecture 1996

1997 Netherlands The Architecture of Space

1997 Norway Aesthetics in Government Building and Constructions

1998 Finland The Finish Architectural Policy

1998 Sweden Forms for the Future - An action plan for Architecture and Design

2001 Netherlands Shaping the Netherlands

2001 UK / Scotland A Policy on Architecture for Scotland

2002 Estonia The Architectural Policy of Estonia

2002 Ireland Action on Architecture: 2002 - 2005

2004 Luxemburg Pour une Politique architecturale

2005 Lithuania Architectural Policy Trends in the Republic of Lithuania

2005 Netherlands Architecture and Belvedere Policy 

2006 UK / Northern Ireland Architecture and the Built Environment for Northern Ireland

2007 Denmark Nation of Architecture

2007 Iceland Icelandic Government Policy on Architecture

2007 UK / Scotland Building our Legay. Statment on Scotland's Architecture Policy

2008 Netherlands Culture of Design

2009 Belgium / Flanders Architecture Notes

2009 Ireland Towards a Sustainable Future: Delivering Quality within the Built Environment

2009 Latvia Architecture Policy Guidelines 2009 – 2015

2009 Norway Architecture.now

2013 Croatia Architectural Policies of the Republic of Croatia. 2013–2020.

2013 The Netherlands Building on the Strength of Design

2013 UK / Scotland Creating Places - A policy statement on architecture and place for Scotland

2014 Denmark Danish Architectural Policy. Putting people first

2015 Hungary National Architectural Policy

2015 Portugal Política Nacional de Arquitectura e Paisagem

2015 France National Strategy on Architecture

2016 Czech Republic Architecture and Building Culture Policy of Czech Republic

2017 Slovenia Architecture for People. Slovenia Architectural Policy.

2017 Austria Austrian Federal Guidelines for Building Culture

First Ducth policy | 1991

+ 10 policies
(6 Administr. )

EFAP Survey | 2011

EU Council Resolution on
Architecture Quality | 2001

+ 14 policies
(7 Administr. )
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Types of public policies on 
Architecture in Europe

57

Types of public policies on Architecture in Europe

[ 2017 ]

+

2017
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THEMES AND TRENDS
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Transversal themes of national 
Architectural policies

Expansion of the policy scope

+ more
> expanded to
= equivalent

Country Initial scope New concepts

Netherlands Architecture and urban design + Spatial design

England Architecture and the built environment > Place-making

Scotland Architecture + Place

Germany Architecture and building culture = Baukultur

Sweden Architecture and design > Designed enviroment

Portugal Architecture and the built environment > Architecture and landscape



CCA - Central European Region Architects’s Chambers Meeting - Brno 15.-16.2.2018 - Architectural Policies

Transversal themes 
of national Architectural policies

Grounds for state intervention

Four main reasons for the adoption of a national policy on Architecture:

a) Architecture is a matter of public interest

b) Government responsibility

c) Right to a good living environment

d) Better efficiency in government policy
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Transversal themes 
of national Architectural policies

Architectural policies main 
areas of intervention

COMPREHENSIVE
ARCHITECTURE POLICY

TARGET AREAS

Leading by
example

Sustainability
and resilience

Architectural
heritage

Awareness
and knowledge

Urban planning

Internationalization
of Architecture

Overpopulation

?

?

?

?

?

Migration

Climate

Energy

Respect
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New trends on 
Architectural policies
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64

New trends on Architectural policies  

Regional and municipal Architectural policies

Source:
Tiina Valpola, 
2016

Regional and municipal 
Architectural policies

Source:
Tiina Valpola,
2016
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CONCLUSION
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Conclusion

The rule of member state
Responsibility to common european space

Responsibility to local enviroment

The rule of the “EFAP” network was:
Dissemination

Validation 
Political weight 

Legitimacy

Coordination

NEW “EFAP” ACE ADMINISTRATION

new rules new administration
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Tallin EFAP organization

João Ferreira Bento

ACE website
www.ace-cae.eu

EFAP website
www.efap-fepa.org

Thanks to
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Thanks for your attention

Josef Smutný


