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Israel heads to third
election as Knesset
dissolves

Israel’s 22nd Knesset voted to dissolve itself as the deadline for forming a
government passed with no breakthrough, sending the country to its third
election in the past 11 months: 2 March, 2020. There was no real last-minute
effort to find a compromise solution as loyalists of both Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and his main challenger Benny Gantz traded blame for the
impasse.

Both Netanyahu and Gantz failed in their search for a parliamentary majority and
governing coalition. Netanyahu had been stuck on 55 seats (out of 120 in the
Knesset) with his Likud party and right-wing/ultra-Orthodox allies.
Gantz, despite his Blue and White being the largest party, could not find a way to
entice defections from this right wing bloc or, alternatively, convince kingmaker
Avigdor Liberman (Yisrael Beitenu) to back a minority government with the external
support of the Arab-Israeli factions.
Efforts brokered by President Reuven Rivlin for a “national unity government” fell
apart amidst deep distrust between the two sides — primarily over Netanyahu
initially remaining prime minister in any rotation agreement with Gantz and the
insistence that the entire right wing bloc be included in government.
Blue and White had previously vowed that they would not serve in a government
with Netanyahu, who in late November was formally indicted for bribery, fraud and
breach of trust.
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Likud leadership battle
heats up

The battle for the Likud leadership has intensified as Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and his main challenger, Gideon Saar, launched their campaigns
ahead of the 26 December primary election.

Saar has so far secured the support of five out of 32 Likud Knesset members, as
well as key mayors and regional council leaders.
Internal Security Minister Gilad Erdan and Knesset speaker Yuli Edelstein, both
senior Likud officials, have yet to declare for either side.
Netanyahu has already held rallies with hundreds of party activists, while Saar held
an official launch event yesterday night.
Loyalists for both sides have taken to television, radio, and social media in an
increasingly bitter fight. Saar has argued that the Likud and right wing camp is
headed for certain electoral defeat with Netanyahu at the helm for next March’s
general election. Netanyahu has argued that he is a global statesman that has led
Israel to unprecedented achievements in recent years – and that the Likud is a
“family” that has never deposed a leader.

The Likud primary is the strongest internal challenge to Netanyahu for more than a
decade. Since the 2005 primary vote Netanyahu has never received less than 73 per
cent of the vote. In 2002, Netanyahu lost to then-prime minister Ariel Sharon, 56 percent
to 40 percent. Netanyahu is still considered the favourite to beat Saar this month,
although most analysts are looking at the strength of the Saar challenge to gauge
Netanyahu’s overall political standing – with most saying that Saar receiving 40 per cent
of the vote would be a major blow to the prime minister.
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"AFL 1on1" Podcast -
Episode 2:

Today: Deputy Foreign Minister
Tzipi Hotovely

(12.11.2019) Adam Fishman, AFL's Executive
Director sits down with Deputy Foreign
Minister Tzipi Hotovely to discuss the concept
of "annexation" of Judea & Samaria and the
Jordan Valley under the current political
situation in Israel and in general. Click here
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AFL STATEMENT  The American
Friends of Likud takes this opportunity
to express our deep and profound
gratitude to Brazilian President Jair
Messias Bolsonaro, and his son
Eduardo Bolsonaro, for officially
announcing Brazil's commitment to
move its Embassy to Jerusalem, the
capital of Israel in 2020.
Read More
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"There is no better place for Zionist education directly from Israel's leaders than AFL." 

  
Please contribute and become an AFL member today - www.aflikud.org
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https://www.aflikud.org/gala-landing-page
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanFriendsOfLikud
https://twitter.com/AFLikud
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2946353?trk=tyah
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheAFLikud?feature=mhum
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=zjybas6ab.0.0.ncx7y8n6.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aflikud.org%2F%23%21joinus%2Fcfvg
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=zjybas6ab.0.0.ncx7y8n6.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aflikud.org

