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Dear friends,

This time last year, I promised to use this 
column to update you about long range and 
strategic plans under consideration by the 
Session. Since then, I’ve written monthly 
columns outlining the progress being made 
on plans to address substantial needs in our 
community as well as on Covenant’s campus. 
I trust you will read the enclosed letter 

regarding the exciting plans for Covenant’s future and hope you 
will make plans to come to initial public information sessions in 
the coming weeks.

As the initial stage of this process transitions into more tangible 
plans, let make a couple of observations about this rather long 
process:

1) I am deeply grateful for the Session’s faithful leadership. 
From day one, every idea has been prayerfully and carefully 
considered. We are extremely fortunate to have such 
committed leadership, and I consider it a privilege to work 
with such a fine group.

2) I am also deeply grateful for the broad congregational 
input received along the way. For more than two years, 
we have held listening sessions, conducted surveys, and 
hosted interviews. Your input has significantly refined the 
Session’s thinking and decision-making. Thank you for your 
input. You have made the recommendations significantly 
better.

3) To implement such a large endeavor requires time. Thus, 
for the next few months we will continue to lay the 
groundwork needed to  launch an intentionally broad and 
inclusive effort. I am grateful for your sustained interest 
and patience.

4) Finally, and most importantly, God has clearly been at 
work. Every time plans seemed to hit a dead-end or a 
group struggled to come to some meaningful consensus, 
a fresh outpouring of God’s spirit poured out on those 
involved, and – on occasion – seemingly miraculously 
made a way forward when there seemed to be no way. I 
hope when you attend informational sessions, you will pay 
at least as much attention to stories of divine prompting as 
to things like capital stacks and bricks and mortar. 

In addition to all this, I invite you to look across this edition of 
the newsletter and consider where you might join in to serve, 
grow, and worship. Opportunities abound.

With gratitude,

Session Digest
Recent Session Meeting Highlights

Pledge Receipts (Year to date through June 30, 2017)

2017 Budgeted: ...............................................$1,492,500
2017 Actual: ......................................................$1,525,140

 102.2% of Budget

Give Online at www.covenantpresby.org/give

Financial 
           Update

• Welcomed back Jessica Patchett from her 
sabbatical; recognized the hiring of Lucy Crain 
as co-director of mission and outreach; Lynne 
Koeniger as interim executive assistant to Bob 
Henderson; and Anna Rainey Dickson as a 
seasonal associate through the end of the year.

• Heard a report from the Elder Nominating 
Committee and scheduled a congregational 
meeting on Sunday, Sept. 24 at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary to vote on a new slate.

• Received a detailed report from the Planning & 
Evaluation Board on a potential capital campaign.

FallWorship

Message from Bob

Resumes Sunday, Sept. 10

8:45 a.m. Chapel 
An intimate, meditative worship experience. Rev. 
Bob Henderson preaches two Sundays per month, 
complemented by associate ministers and residents. 

9:30 a.m. Contemporary 
A Sanctuary service featuring a worship team of 
instrumentalists and singers as well as a sermon by 
the week's preaching minister.

11 a.m. Traditional 
A Sanctuary service with the full Covenant Choir, 
accompanied by orchestral musicians on special 
occasions.

11 a.m. Contemporary 
Come as you are for a service in the Fellowship Hall 
that blends Americana-style music, a message and 
talk-back opportunity.
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 Session Digest Nurse'sNoteCare & Support
Contact Susan Ferone, Covenant's care coordinator, at  
Susan.ferone@covenantpresby.org or call her at 704-804-7585 to RSVP for 
upcoming events.

Being a caregiver to a loved one 
Discussion group resumes Thursday,  
Sept. 14 at 11 a.m. and will meet monthly
Are you in charge of providing care for a spouse or loved one? Hear from 
experts and talk with peers about shared challenges in this supportive space. 
We'll gather in the Parlor.

Lunch & Learn: How to navigate Medicare 
Tuesday, Sept. 12 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in FH207
Get advice on how to make the best decisions for you 
and your family. Our speakers are Carol Baxter and David 
Isaacs, Covenant members and trained SHIIP counselors 
(pictured at right).

SHIIP counseling available this fall 
Free help in reviewing your drug plan
Are you or a loved one enrolled in Medicare? Get help 
in reviewing your drug plan during the Open Enrollment 
period from Oct. 15 to Dec. 7. 

Carol and David will be on Covenant’s campus every 
Wednesday (Fellowship Hall 205) and on the Sharon 
Towers campus every Tuesday (craft room) during the 
Open Enrollment period. Call the Shepherd’s Center at 
704-365-1995 to schedule a one-on-one session.

Mary.mattiacci@covenantpresby.org.

Dear ones,

Almost everyone has 
dark thoughts once in a 
while. 

If these thoughts are 
extremely negative 
and persistent, you 
may be suffering from 
depression. 

Depressive thoughts can take over and 
distort your view of reality. Depression is 
draining. It can make any type of exertion 
— going to the grocery store, cleaning up 
the yard, or exercising — seem daunting. 
But exercise is one of the best ways for 
depressed people to lift their moods. 

Yoga may be helpful in the treatment of 
depression, researchers say. In a small 
study of healthy people with no psychiatric 
problems, yoga produced greater 
improvements in mood than walking, 
suggesting its beneficial effect is not just 
from physical activity. 

Simply spending more time with a doctor 
may help people with depression feel 
better. A new study shows only half of 
Americans with depression receive any type 
of treatment for it, and certain minorities 
may face even greater difficulties in getting 
the treatment they need. 

Are you struggling with depression? Are you 
getting treatment for it? If not, you're not 
alone. We can talk about. Drop by or call me. 
Also, watch for a series on Understanding 
Mental Illness on Wednesday nights 
beginning in October. 

Take care,

Mary

Happy 100th, Orpha!

Friends and family gathered at Sharon Towers on July 15, to 
celebrate the 100th birthday of Orpha Baxter, a charter member of Covenant. 

Pictured with her above are grandsons Everett and AJ.
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Harrison Ferone took part in Covenant's People 
in Mission (PIM) program.

Prior to this summer, my understanding 
of Charlotte was limited to a small slice of 
the city. A slice abundant with wealth and 
privilege. 

Working at the Urban Ministry Center 
revealed to me how expansive our 

community really is. It has become clear to me that my slice of 
Charlotte is a hideaway from real issues facing our city. 

I began to feel guilty for my place in the bigger picture. I 
resented my privileged life in South Park. I felt misrepresented 
by what living in the area would say about me. I struggled even 
more following the conclusion of the internship. No longer was 
I working daily to fight our inequities firsthand. A feeling of 
uneasiness prompted me to get in the car and drive. 

I was looking for what wasn’t supposed to be seen. I was 
looking in the cracks of Charlotte in an attempt to find and bear 
witness to everyone. Just as the Urban Ministry Center does 
every day. 

The “big picture” of Charlotte is undoubtedly confusing, but I 
yearn to understand. It may come as restlessness for now, but 
it fuels me to discover and change. My slice will always remain, 
but it will no longer define me or my outlook.

Reflecting on a  
summer of service 
My People in Mission experience

Covenant Staff News

Cindy Austin will join the staff on Sept. 11 as part-time 
coordinator of women's and men's ministries, working with, 
among others, Presbyterian Women (PW), Sisters in Spirit and 
Men's Fellowship. 

Most recently, Cindy was enrollment director for StudyPoint, 
Inc., a tutoring provider for students preparing for the SAT and 
ACT.  Prior to that role, Cindy was director 
of fundraising and development for the 
National Foundation for Fertility Research 
in Lone Tree, Colorado, an organization 
dedicated to advancing reproductive 
medicine and creating hope for families 
who struggle with fertility issues.

Cindy and her husband, Matt, have 
worshiped at Covenant for the past year 
and became members on Aug. 20. The Austins have two adult 
children, Kate and Graham. 

Welcome, Lynne Koeniger 
Lynne will be assistant in Bob Henderson's office

Welcome, Cindy Austin
Cindy will coordinate men's, women's ministries

Lynne Koeniger has joined us as interim 
executive assistant in Bob Henderson's 
office. Lynne succeeds Lucy Crain, who 
has shifted roles to become co-director of 
mission.

A graduate of Wake Forest University, 
Lynne is active at Sharon Presbyterian, 
where she worked closely with the 
ministers to revitalize the youth program and lead a women's 
circle. Lynne and her husband, Scott, have three teenagers - 
daughters Molly (19) and Lucy (16) and son Wills (13). 

Music search committee named
Group seeks leader for traditional music ministry

A group of Covenant members has been named to lead the 
search for Covenant's next director of traditional music and 
principal organist. 

Share your input on the qualities needed in our next director 
at any of three upcoming listening sessions: Sept. 14 at 6 p.m. 
(Music Room); Sept. 17 at noon (Fellowship Hall) and 4 p.m. 
(EW312); and Sept. 20 at 7:30 p.m. (Fellowship Hall).

Meet the committee: Mary Delk, chair; Amy Hunter; Kevin 
Strawn; Sven Bader; Sarah Crowder

Harrison Ferone
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The missions team plans a busy fall season 
of serving our neighbors in need at home and 
beyond. To get connected, contact me at Carla.
leaf@covenantpresby.org or 704-804-7578.

On a trip to the Holy Land last year, Covenant 
travelers had an experience that inspired 
them to take action.

The group visited Tomorrow's Youth 
Organization (TYO), a nonprofit serving 
children in refugee camps in the West 

Bank. After seeing the crowded, impoverished conditions in 
the Balata camp where many TYO children live, the group 
was moved by the heroic work of the staff and teachers who 
mentor these children.

Eager to do something to help, the travelers found a way to 
make a difference: Gifts from Covenant over the past year 
enabled TYO to buy a much-needed bus to transport kids to 
and from classes, sports programs and special events. With 
part of last year's Christmas Eve offering, the church also 
sponsored a pool party for 350 kids. For many, it was the first 
time to go swimming.

It was gratifying for those who visited the Balata camp to get 
a video and message from friends on the other side of the 
world: “Your generosity provided an afternoon of childlike fun 
and wonder and continues to help us serve as many children 
as possible. Our hearts are full and we are thankful for your 
partnership.”

Missions A look at our work overseas
Covenant supports an organization serving children in West Bank

Children with Tomorrow's Youth Organization enjoyed a swim adventure 
with support from Covenant's Christmas Eve offering.

Carla Leaf 
Director of Mission  

and Outreach

Fall Kickoff Party 
Tuesday, Sept. 12, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Join us at VBGB at the NC Music Factory  
for food, beverages and games.

YA Women's Group 
1st Tuesdays in FH201, 3rd Tuesdays in 
various locations, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Join Eleanor Sojka, Ashley Holland, Ally 
Hunter and Sarah Lipsey for conversations 
and outings.

YA Men’s Group - Devotions & Drafts 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Join John Lipsey and Austin Flynn for  
good conversation at Dilworth Grille.

First Sunday Brunch Socials 
First Sunday of every month at noon 
Join us at Kid Cashew on East Boulevard 
on Oct. 1 for our first brunch of a new 
year.

 YoungAdults Upcoming Events
Join us at any time.      Get connected: jen.christianson@covenantpresby.org

 
Thank You for Helping Us Pack the Packs!

Every fall, Covenant 
provides bookbags 
and supplies for  
children at our 
mission partner 
schools: Highland 
Renaissance  
Academy here in  
Charlotte and 
(shown at left) 
Crossnore  
Elementary in Avery 
County, N.C.
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Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m., Sept. 13 - Oct. 11
Fellowship Hall (Main)
The latest research shows that future success is determined 
before a young person even begins Kindergarten. What does it 
take to prepare for reading, math, science and wise life choices?

Hear from experts and gain the tools to become an engaged 
citizen, particularly for children affected by poverty. If you're a 
parent or grandparent, equip yourself with practical advice on the 
best ways to support your family.

This is more than a conversation topic. A group of Covenant lay 
leaders are pursuing a vision for a full-day child development 
center for Charlotte families of economically diverse 
backgrounds. We'll hear about it in the final installment.

Sept. 13: The surprising science of the young mind 
Dr. Bobbie Rowland, professor emerita of child 
development at UNC Charlotte, shares breakthroughs in 
understanding the young mind. Learn how a child becomes 
an active member of a home, community and school.

Sept. 20: Growing up at Covenant: Learning through play 
Anne Lowrance, director of children's ministries, and Kathie 
Grabert, weekday school director, explain how Covenant 
fosters learning through music, movement and play.

Sept. 27: An inside look at Read 
Charlotte's ambitious goal 
Munro Richardson, director of Read 
Charlotte, talks about the crisis of 
illiteracy and what Charlotte must do to 
improve.

Oct. 4: Solving our community's 
poverty challenge 
Dr. Vivian Correa, professor at UNC 
Charlotte, gives us an eye-opening 
look at how early education fuels 
upward mobility -- a big deal in 
Charlotte, where children have the 
lowest odds of climbing out of poverty compared to peer 
cities, according to a Harvard study.

Oct. 11: How Covenant is responding 
Nancy Falls, Helen Richards and Adam Schauer, members 
of a Covenant task force, offer a bold response to one of 
Charlotte's greatest needs.

 

Join Martha Isaacs and Grady Moseley 
to explore spiritual disciplines helpful in 
seeking God and being attentive to God 
seeking us.

We will practice lectio divina (holy reading) 
and pray for others' needs as well as our 
own. We will rest in the God who has 
sustained us through our hectic days. 

Get connected: Contact Martha at 
marthaisaacs51@gmail.com.

A guide to Wednesday nights this fallOpen Table @ Covenant

Open Table Kickoff Night
Wednesday, Sept. 6 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Picnic-style dinner, live music, sidewalk chalk & games

Wednesday Vespers in the Chapel  6:30 p.m., starting Sept. 13
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Understanding mental illness
An Open Table series will equip us to support ourselves 
and those around us. We'll hear from neighbors who 
have faced mental illness and experts who will share 
the latest research. Sponsored by Covenant's Health 
and Wellness Committee, this series also welcomes 
First Presbyterian and Myers Park Presbyterian 
churches. Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m., Oct. 25 to Nov. 15. 

Continuing Reformation of the Church
Bob Henderson, Jessica Patchett, Sarah Kromer 
and Merwyn Johnson will lead an Open Table series 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. from Oct. 25 to Nov. 15 in 
FH203. Stay tuned for details.
 
Montreat visits Covenant
A delegation from Montreat will speak Wednesday, 
 Oct. 18 at 6:30 p.m. to tell us what's new on the 
mountain.
Montreat is undergoing a 
renewal that includes:
• completely renovating the 
main hotel, Assembly Inn
•  updating Anderson 
Auditorium
•  developing new programs 
and retreats while retaining the rich legacies for youth, 
worship, music and the arts
•  protecting the wilderness trails through conservation
We'll hear from Richard DuBose, VP of the conference 
center, and Grayson Blair, Covenant member and vice-
chair of the Montreat board. All are welcome.

 

When: Mondays, Sept. 11 and 18, 6 to 8 p.m. in the Parlor

Interested in Bible Study but don’t know where to start? Been to 
a Bible Study before and felt confused, out of place or unsure of 
where to go with it next?

Whether you’re interested in joining a group study or would 
like to begin reading the Bible on your own, join Jessica, Jen and 
special guests for help in jumpstarting a new (or reviving an old) 
practice. 

RSVPs are appreciated but not required.  
Contact Erin.williams@covenantpresby.org.

Learn 'Bible Study Basics' in two-part course
Jessica and Jen will offer a primer to help you get started

 
 Looking  ahead to fall

A conversation with Grady Moseley 
Thoughts on architecture, spirituality
Our own Grady Moseley will share thoughts on 
architecture in preparation for our visit to Reynolda 
House. He'll weave in some spiritual themes. Wednesday, 
Sept. 20. Snacks at 10:30 a.m. with program at 11 in Ed 
Wing Room 201

A trip to Reynolda House 
Enjoy lunch and a guided tour
We'll travel to Winston-Salem for a guided tour of 
Reynolda House. First, we'll enjoy lunch at Village 
Tavern. Cost of the tour is $16 and includes the Georgia 
O'Keeffe art exhibit. Wear comfortable shoes for walking. 
Wednesday, Sept. 27. We'll leave at 9 a.m. and return around 
5:30 p.m. A check payable to Covenant reserves your spot.

 TLC Upcoming Events
Covenant's active adults group enjoys learning and travel  
(and good food). RSVP: Mary.mattiacci@covenantpresby.org
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During the Week

Uptown Bible Study 
Tuesdays at noon 
A diverse group led by Jessica 
Patchett meets for lunch at 
Foundation for the Carolinas. 
Begins Sept. 19.

Tuesday Lunch Group 
Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. in FH 
Library 
Adults discuss Scripture and 
ideas. Begins Sept. 12.

Women’s Small Group Bible 
Study 
Thursdays 9:30 to 11 a.m. in 
Parlor 
Newcomers from diverse faith 
journeys are welcome. Led by 
Lucy Crain. Begins Sept. 14.

South Park Bible Study on 
Genesis 
Thursdays at noon, Union 
Seminary Room 201 
Explore creation’s origins. 
Begins Sept. 14.

Thursday Lunch Bible Study 
on Genesis 
Noon in FH Library 
New group led by Anne 
McQuiston & Jen Christianson. 
Begins Sept. 21.

On Sundays  
(starting Sept. 17)

Men’s Bible Study 
8:30 a.m. in FH205 
Men interested in faith and 
conversation. Led by Andy 
Ball, Drew Quartapella and 
Paul Steffens

Fellowship Class 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in 
FH203 
Adults 60+ with weekly 
conversation topics

Open Door 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in 
FH201 
A diverse gathering of adults; 
great for newcomers

People Class 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in FH 
Library 
Adults who enjoy vigorous 
dialogue on many topics

Foundations 
Sundays at 10:45 a.m. in 
FH205 
A small group for parents of 
young children

Sunday Evening Young Adult 
Women’s Small Group 
6 p.m. beginning Sept. 17 
Women in our late 20s and 
30s who gather for friendship 
in members’ homes. Led by 
Jessica Patchett.

Sign up for Sunday morning 
classes & weekday small 
groups: covenantpresby.org/
smallgroups

  
Sisters in Spirit Breakfast 
Tuesday, Sept. 12 in Fellowship Hall
A new season kicks off with Claire 
Tomkinson sharing a faith story on 
"Encountering God Every Day."
Save the dates: Oct. 10 – Sabrina 
Gilchrist with RIght Moves for Youth; 
Nov. 14 – Covenant member Kim 
Moseley on Finding Balance
When: Breakfast and program from 7 to 8 a.m.
RSVP: Send an email to reservations@ 
covenantpresby.org.

Presbyterian Women (PW) Fall Dinner 
Monday, Sept. 18 in Fellowship Hall
Join us to kick off a new season. 
Newcomers are welcome. Rev. 
Jessica Patchett will share stories 
from her recent world travels.
When: Fellowship at 6 p.m. with 
dinner at 6:30 p.m. Cost is $8.
RSVP: Send an email to 
reservations@covenantpresby.org.

Get connected with Adult Small Groups
Here's a look at small groups set to begin new seasons.
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Sunday School Kickoff 
9:30 a.m., Sept. 10 
Education Wing 1st and 2nd floors
This is the first day of regular Sunday 
School. Children will attend their new 
grade levels. 
Open Table Wednesday nights 
Childcare for infants-K is available from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Young Scholars, a 
children's Bible study, meets from 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. in EW218 starting Sept. 13. 
Covenant Youth Basketball  
Registration is now open! Visit 
covenantpresby.org, click Connect and 
then click Recreation Ministry.

Ready, Set, Worship 
First-graders and parents are invited 
to a four-part class to prepare for 
Communion. Sundays, Sept. 10, 17, 24, 
Oct. 1 at 9:30 a.m. in FH207A-B.

Sunday, September 10: Rev. Will Willimon on "Fear of the 
Other: No Fear in Love." 
Rev. Willimon, one of America's most respected preachers, 
invites listeners to remember the God who comes to us through 
so-called outsiders, immigrants and those without status. 

The former Duke Chapel dean will speak at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall and join us for 11 a.m. contemporary worship.

ConvocationSundayTalk

Covenant Kids Education  

 

A back-to-school orientation and 
coffee is mornings on Sept. 13 and 
14. Drop by either session. We'll have 
our annual Welcome Back Raffle.
Interested in enrolling? You can 
schedule a tour with Kathie Grabert 
by calling 704-333-8658. 

Preschool begins year

 
Sunday 
Mornings

Early Childhood First Floor, EW
Child Care  8:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  
Crib Nursery  (infants-walkers)
Toddler Nursery  (walkers to 2 years)

9:30-10:30 a.m. Sunday School
  (2 years - Kindergarten)
10:30-11 a.m.  Play Time
11-11:30 a.m. Music & Bible Story
11:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Snack & 
 Playground or Gym

Elementary Education  
Grades 1-5, Second Floor, EW
9:30-9:45 a.m.  Small Groups
9:45-10:10 a.m.  Large Group
10:10-10:30 a.m.  Small Groups
11 a.m. - 12 p.m.  Elementary 

kids attend worship

Youth (Grades 6-12)
Education Wing, 9:30 a.m.
Base/6th & 7th Grades EW318 
Quest/8th Grade                       EW312
PEAK/9th-12th Grades  EW207

Adult Sunday School
9:30 a.m. unless noted

Men's Bible Study  
8:30 a.m. FH205 
Open to all men, studying  
scripture and reflections.

Millennials FH105 
A class for (self-defined!) Young 
Adults

Foundations (10:45 a.m.) FH205 
A supportive network for parents 
nurturing families in faith.

Open Door  FH201 
A diverse gathering of adults of 
all ages and a great first class for 
people new to Covenant.

People Class FH Library 
Adults ages 50s-70s enjoy  
discussing a wide variety of topics.

The Fellowship Class  FH203
Largely adults 60+, but open to 
adults of all ages. 

Sun. PM Women (6 p.m.)  Various
Women in our late 20s and 30s 
meet for fellowship. 
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Weekly Schedule of Activities

Sunday School (resumes Sept. 10) 
Explore bold new ways to live out Scripture in our daily lives.
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
6th and 7th graders, EW318 
8th grade Quest, EW312

Sunday Nights (resumes Sept. 10)
We play fun games, learn about spiritual disciplines and pursue 
service opportunities.
Dinner is 5:30 to 6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
Program to follow; locations vary; pick up in Circle at 7 p.m.

Wednesday Nights - Open Table (resumes Sept. 13)
Join us for dinner followed by games and recreation in the Gym.
5:30 to 6:30 p.m., Dinner in Fellowship Hall 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m., Gym Night in Rec Wing
 
Upcoming Highlights
Fall Kickoff Info Meeting 
Sunday, Sept. 10; 5:30 to 7 p.m.; Fellowship Hall
Join us to learn about exciting activities in store for the fall 
semester. We'll preview upcoming retreats and more.

Sharon Towers Tech Night 
Sunday, Sept. 24; 6 to 7 p.m.; Sharon Towers
Following Sunday night dinner at church, 
middle school students will visit residents to help with 
technology needs. The residents will be encouraged to bring 
their phones, laptops, and/or tablets as well as questions!

Save the Dates 
MSY-Wide Fall Retreat – Grades 6-8 
Oct. 7-8; Camp Canaan, Rock Hill, SC
Quest Fall Retreat – Grade 8
Oct. 20-22; Montreat

Middle School Youth
Reach director Perrin Tribble at perrin.tribble@covenantpresby.org or call 704-804-7569.

Reach director Levi Bannerman at Levi.bannerman@
covenantpresby.org or call 704-804-7563.

Sunday School (resumes Sept. 10)
Explore bold new ways to live out Scripture in our daily lives. 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
9th to 12th graders, EW307

Sunday Nights (resumes Sept. 10)
We gather for dinner with MSY and then separate for an hour of 
programming, ranging from service to recreation.
Dinner is 5:30 to 6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
Program to follow; locations vary; pick up in Circle at 7 p.m.

Wednesday Nights - Open Table (resumes Sept. 13)
Join us for Film + Theology to explore Christian themes in 
popular movies 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m., Dinner in Fellowship Hall 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m., EW Theatre 

Upcoming Highlights
Fall Kick-Off Info Meeting 
Sunday, Sept. 10; 5:30 to 7 p.m.; Fellowship Hall
Join us to learn about exciting activities in store for the fall 
semester. We'll preview upcoming retreats and more.

Save the date 
High School Fall Retreat - Montreat 
Friday to Sunday, Oct. 20 to 22. 

Be a volunteer 
We need chaperones, guest leaders and more. Contact Levi to 
learn how we can use your talents.

High School Youth
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WelcomeNew Members

Births 
Congratulations to Allie and Charlie Trexler (and 
big sister Barret) on the birth of their daughter, 
Sterling Claire Trexler, on July 27; and to 
Ashlee and Mike Anderson on the birth of their 
son, Wesley Thomas Anderson, on July 29; 
and to 
Haley and Chance Cook on the birth of their 
daughter, Lennon Rayne Cook, on August 8; 
and to 
Brooke and Adam Hensley on the birth of their 
son, Hudson Cash Hensley, on August 20.

Weddings 
Congratulations to Allison Platte and Ryan 
Hoffman who celebrated the occasion of their 
wedding in the Sanctuary on August 12.

Baptisms 
Congratulations to Sarah and Luke Askins who 
presented their son, George Elliott Askins, for 
the sacrament of baptism on August 13 at the 
9:30 a.m. service; and to 
Cindy and Brian Graybeal who presented their 
daughter, Amelia Rose Graybeal; and to 
Juliana and Taylor French who presented their 
daughter, Margaret Elizabeth French; and to 
Amanda and Matt Isaacs who presented their 
son, Benjamin FInley Isaacs on August 20.

In Memoriam  
Rosanna Barnes Fountain, Elder 
October 18, 1920 - August 7, 2017

John Einar Offerdahl 
Elder Emeritus 
April 6, 1927 - August 18, 2017

Paula Norby 
November 28, 1951 - August 24, 2017
Deaths In The Church 
The congregation extends its sincere 
sympathy and love to: 
Kathy Watkins on the death of her mother 
and to Maddie Watkins on the death of her 
grandmother, Dayne Watkins of Rock Hill, SC, 
on August 13; and to
Ada Offerdahl and her family on the death of 
her husband, John; 
Page Tinsley and family on the death of his 
mother, Paula Norby; 
and rejoices with them in the assurance of the 
resurrection.

CongregationalNotes

Shawn Curlis and Amy Murphy

Do you have announcements? Let Covenant know by contacting: 
Lynne Koeniger at Lynne.koeniger@covenantpresby.org.

Ben and Jessica Mallicote Matt and Cindy Austin

Hannah and Ross McSwain

Interested in Joining Covenant? 
We welcome new members every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. in the Parlor, located 
downstairs in the Sanctuary building. We also welcome new members on the 4th 
Sunday of each month in the Fellowship Hall Library at noon.

Contact Lora Borrelli, membership and engagement director, at Lora.borrelli@
covenantpresby.org or 704-804-7562.

Starting Point BBQ Dinner
Learn about Covenant and our mission on Sunday, Oct. 1 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall
Join us for a catered dinner and Q&A with Senior Minister Bob Henderson. 
Child care is available. Feel free to bring children. Get connected: Lora.borrelli@
covenantpresby.org.
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Meet Covenant's elder nominees 
A congregational meeting is Sunday, Sept. 24 at 10:30 a.m. to elect 10 adult elders 
to the Session class of 2020 and two Youth Elders to serve one-year terms begin-
ning Jan. 1. The Elder Nominating Committee will nominate those below. Additional 
nominations may be made from the floor. The nominee must consent and be  
present. *Indicates prior service as Elder

Eric Davis 
Personnel Committee 
Kenya Mission Team 
Men's Fellowship

Mary Delk 
Planning & Evaluation 
Covenant Choir 
Intercessory Prayer 

Allyson Easterling 
High School Youth Cncl. 
Quest Council 
Health/Wellness Cmte. 

Debbie Enna* 
Holy Land Peace Seekers 
Presbyterian Women 
Past Treasurer, Finance Cmte. 
 
 
Gene Graziano* 
Sharon Towers Visitors 
Stephen Ministry 
Men's Fellowship 

Sally Harriss 
Elementary Ed. Cmte. 
Highland Volunteer 
Sunday School Teacher

David Isaacs* 
Local Outreach Committee 
Communion Committee 
Van Driver 

Bill McNairy 
Sunday School Teacher 
Covenant Impacts Charlotte leader 
Cub Scouts Den Leader  
 
 
Damon Nelson 
Young Adult Men's Group 
Young Adult Council 
Adult Discipleship Team 
 

Katie Stewart 
Sunday School Teacher 
Early Childhood Ed. Cmte. 
Mary Circle 
 

 
Zane Shockley 
 

Joel St. Onge 

Youth Elder Nominees

Covenant  Contacts
Main Office. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 704-333-9071
News/Announcements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 704-804-7565
Recreation Wing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 704-334-7491
Preschool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 704-333-8658

Covenant Email Addresses   
firstname.lastname@covenantpresby.org

Covenant Web Site 
www.covenantpresby.org

Social Media 
@covenantpresby    #covenantpresby


