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5 Years
Of Creating
IMPACT
Our story
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This has been our journey towards

shaping a future that works for all
right in the heart of Berlin!
(and what a journey it’s been!)

3

We empower you
TO CHANGE THE WORLD
Impact Hub Berlin, a reflection
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Impact Hub Berlin
A REFLECTION

Dear Impact Enthusiast,
Entrepreneurs are the change agents of our
economy. They are the ones that help our societies to adapt to new challenges and drive
economic development. Today, the most potent innovations are found by a new generation of entrepreneurs at the interface of sustainable development and technology.
For the past five years, Impact Hub Berlin has
created a thriving innovation ecosystem at the
heart of Berlin. We prototyped, tested, failed,
learned, progressed, reviewed and iterated.
We collaborated with organisations across
the board to create innovations that tackle
our world’s most pressing issues. We inspired
a vast number of people from young entrepreneurs-to-be to senior intrapreneurs. And we
connected all these stakeholders to become
one thriving ecosystem. Their collective progress is unlocking the sustainable development that Berlin, Europe and the world needs
to create the future that works for all..
We are happy and proud to share our journey

from the past five years with you and are looking forward to establishing Berlin as a global
social innovation lighthouse to empower this
New Generation of Entrepreneurs.
These innovations use technology to tackle the
complex societal and environmental challenges of our times while creating prosperity by
building collaborative, long-term focused organisations. We must harness this potential by
growing more diverse communities of entrepreneurs and increase their mainstream visibility
and access to fundamental resources.
“The greatest danger in times of turbulence is
not the turbulence. It is to react with yesterday’s logic.” Peter Drucker
Upward and onward!

Nele Kapretz & Leon Reiner
Impact Hub Berlin Co-founders
& Managing Directors
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“If you think you are too small to
make a difference, try
sleeping with a mosquito”
- Dalai Lama
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Scaling for Growth!

5 years of impact!
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The Global
IMPACT HUB NETWORK

1

global network

100 +
cities

21 m+

98

impact hubs

16,370+

impact makers

A recognised contributor to the
SDGs...
The United Nations in Geneva acknowledges Impact Hub as a driver of
community engagement, fostering efforts to tackle the SDGs via
entrepreneurship and innovation.

customers
& beneficieries
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“Impact Hub is the safe space where we
challenge our ideas, receive the support,
inspiration & where we’ve found fellow
changemakers with whom we
can develop and realize our vsion.’’
- Vivian Otto, JourVie

9

work with people

Impact Hub Berlin

COMMUNITY

who give a shit

Impact Hub Berlin is a part of one of the
world’s largest networks building entrepreneurial communities for impact at scale. We
are home to the innovators and entrepreneurs creating solutions to the world’s most
urgent challenges.

and public institutions to build an ecosystem which enables innovative ideas to become sustainable solutions.

In fact, without the initial belief and commitment of our community of crowdfunders, there might never have been an
You can find Impact Hubs in over 100 loca- Impact Hub Berlin!
tions, across 50 countries and five continents. Each Hub is founded by local inno- We are enormously proud of what we have
vators who care deeply about transforming achieved together so far, and excited about
the coming five years.
their community and the world.
Over the past five years, we at Impact Hub
Berlin have brought together dreamers, social entrepreneurs, investors, corporates
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Impact Hub Berlin
APPRECIATION

In the year 2018-19

80%

members felt that IHB played an
important role in helping connect
to advisors and experts

100%

members felt that IHB
helped them gain visibility and credibility

75%

members said that IHB
supported them in obtaining financial capital and
investment

In last 5 years

5000+

hours of support was given
amongst our members in
2017-18 alone

120+

countries worked with
by Impact Hub Berlin

96%

members felt that most
memebers of the IHB were
trustworthy

77%

members felt that IHB
helped them get new
strengths and capabilities

!
100%

members felt that IHB
helped them find and
keep capable staff

Impact Hub Berlin
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MEMBERS
Caitlin
L Chandler

Minespider
SDG 9

Constanze
Hashemian
SDG 10

SDG 16

www.caitlinlchandler.com

https://www.minespider.com/

https://www.moment-mal.org

Caitlin L Chandler is a longform and
investigative journalist originally from
Virginia, USA. In Berlin she focuses on
migration, human rights and security
issues. In 2019, she was awarded a Migration Media Award for her coverage
of Rome’s housing crisis.

Minespider is a blockchain protocol for responsible mineral sourcing.
They offer transparency and traceability at every stage of the supply
chain and track fungible minerals directly from certified mines.

Constanze has set up an NGO
called moment.mal that organizes
social yoga classes for children.
Its mission is to provide children
growing up in difficult circumstances with a safe and positive space
where they can build up confidence
and empathy. Apart from that,
Constanze has a background in microfinance and works as a freelance
consultant.
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jobs4refugees.org

One Tree Planted

K-Tiv

SDG 8

SDG 13

SDG 17

https://www.jobs4refugees.org/

https://onetreeplanted.org/

https://k-tiv.com/

Jobs4refugees is a non-profit organisation supporting refugees in
their efforts to take up employment.
Jobs4refugees connects refugees
with employers through active work
placement and addiotnally offers
trainings and workshops in order to
best prepare them for entering the
German labour market.
The organisation works in Berlin,
where thier office is Impact Hub Berlin and Frankfurt am Main and reaches 22.000 refugees with their offer.

One Tree Planted is a non profit started
in 2015 with the aim of making it easy
for individuals and businesses to help
plant trees. In 2018 we planted nearly 2
million trees and are aiming to plant 4
million in 2019.

K-Tiv is an Impact Hub Berlin-founded
freelance collective delivering storytelling and design services in English,
French and German.

“Starting in early 2019 One Tree Planted established a European presence at
Impact Hub Berlin, helping us to gain
more European donors and launch our
first reforestation project in Europe.
The Impact Hub as a base has created
a great platform for us to continue our
growth and our mission to re-green the
planet”

The collective and its extended range
of freelance partners help innovatorså amplify the impact of their societal and environmental projects. They
shape stories that deserve to be discovered!
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Impact Hub Berlin

TRIBES

One singular person has never
achieved social change on their
own. It takes gathering people
around a shared concern to amplify an idea to the point where
it morphs into action. At Impact
Hub Berlin we do this by way of
our Tribes.
Impact Hub Berlin Tribes are
mini collectives of social innovators and knowledge experts who
banded together to strengthen
their cause, share experiences
and generally up the ante.

A very important component within our community, our tribes are
bubbling with activities every now
and then.
Whether its a regular meet-up
about health or gender equality,
workshops on up-cycling or support
sessions for sustainable finance,
all tribes can make use of Impact
Hub Berlin’s community-building
toolbox, receive outreach support
and of course have access to our
physical space to come together.

Our tribes include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Storytelling & Design
Blockchain for Good
Digitization & Health
Data Science for Social Good
Inner-Outer Transformation
Financial Inclusion Roundtable
Defining The Next Decade

•
•
•
•
•
•

Lobby For Good
Make Berlin Circular!
Upgrading Democracy
Migration
Sustainability Discourse
How do we want to live in the
future?
• Happy Career

5
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“Great place to work! Great place to network!
Great place to learn and create synergies!
The Impact Hub team creates a great working
environment. Best choice ever to move our
office to the Hub!”
- Robert Barr, jobs4refugees
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Impact Hub Berlin
CREATIVE SPACE

where ideas

have sex

Our award winning space in the heart
of Berlin is designed to foster innovation, spark collaboration and tackle
issues that matter.

We invite you to step outside your
routine to grow your ideas, build
new skills, and create solutions that
change the world for the better.

We base a lot of our beliefs in design
thinking, and therefore believe that
the spaces we occupy deeply influence our experiences, our feelings,
and our behaviours and ultimately
our creativity.

We could help you use our space to
facilitate hackathons & brainstorming sessions, team retreats & strategy meetings, product launches &
panel discussions.
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200+

members in our
community

100%
members felt that
our atmosphere
was positive

84.6%

members felt that our spaces help
them access better infrastructure

Some of our event organisers
inculde:

Some of our events:
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“We have worked successfully with the Impact Hub Berlin on a number of
occasions to link traditional managers with social entrepreneurs and thus
to bring them into a debate on issues of sustainability, agile team structures and the creation of purpose. The inspiring environment and creative
methods of the Impact Hub have contributed greatly to the fruitfulness of
these encounters for all involved.”
- Ilsabe von Campenhause,
Responsible Leaders Forums and Global Tables,
BMW Foundation Herbert Quandt
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Impact Hub Berlin
CONSULTANCY

working on the intersection of

society, economy and politics.
We are the catalyst for social innovation

Our consultancy team provides
knowledge, networks and resources
for ventures to grow and make them
investment ready: from supporting
them with expertise in the right fields
through a high-quality curriculum,
connecting them with the right people through carefully matched mentors and bespoke introductions to
peer2peer learning and community
building.

In the last couple of years, we have
successfully applied our methodology, know-how and our global
network to create a positive impact
across different sectors with diverse
stakeholders. Together we empower
the next generation of change makers who combine doing good and
doing well to create meaningful and
sustainable impact.

i
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Here’s an overview of our global projects,
that span from

hackathons,
accelerators to
intrapreneurship programs,
global trend reports and
consulting

Better Together
Award 2019

Dopper Changemaker
Challenge

SDG17, SDG8, SDG9

SDG6, SDG12

innovative cooperations between public
sector & start ups for local & global climate
protection

In 2019 we had 83
applications from
all continents!

Funding and support for Bachelors or
Masters student doing academic research or
project is about clean water and/or plastic
waste.

F-LANE
SDG5
Accelerating social ventures that utilise
technology to empower women worldwide

In 2019 we had 276
applications!

In 2019 we had 57
applications!

gigs on impact & emerging tech!

Project with GIZ Namibia
SDG17, SDG8
Human-centered design of personal-finance-management app for financial
inclusion

In 2019 we had 100+
users & stakeholders interviews on financial inclusion

Unitymedia’s Digital
Imagination Challenge
SDG10

empowering digital solutions that reduce
barriers for people with disabilities in order
to support an inclusive society

Womentum
SDG8, SDG5

four-month acceleration program focused
on women-led tech startups from across
the MENA region

We accelerate all our projects via
HUMAN-CENTERED TRANSFORMATION

In 2018-19 we,
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We innovate
solutions here

Together with our partners we scouted and interviewed over

Ideation

290 experts on sustainability trends all over the wolrd

Research

We ran five impact safaris with over 170 participants from
corporates and startups to introduce them to the Berlin
social innovation ecosystem
We created 3 guides on impact innovation,
acceleration and human-centered design

acceleration

Launched new learning by doing workshops
for team players, creative/squad leader,
meeting facilitator, designers or product
co-owners!
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Impact Hub Berlin
TEAM

Luke Davis
Creative Space Team

Sara Moczygemba
Creative Space Team

Nele Kapretz
Co-Founder & MD

AlexanderTillack
Head of Finance

Leon Reiner
Co-Founder & MD

Anna Rösch
Finance Team

Stefanie Finkbeiner
Head of Creative Space

Maaike Hoogstede
Head of Community

Yaser Hammadi
Community Team

Clara Niedt
Consultancy Team
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Héloïse La Masne
Consultancy Team
Vera Kämpfer
Consultancy Team

Krisje Tellers
Consultancy Team

Sophie Münzberg
Consultancy Team

Carolina Locarno
Community Team

Sascha Stremming
Consultancy // Head of Acceleration

Petra Neye
Head of communication

Maja Rotter
Consultancy // Head of Innovation

Liz Parsons
Communications Team
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Get in touch!
We are located on the 1st floor
on Friedrichstraße 246 above
Rossmann. Nearest U-Bahn
stations are Hallesches Tor &
Checkpoint Charlie (U1, U3,
U6), exit at Friedrichstraße. If
you would like to visit, please
contact us.

Impact Hub Berlin GmbH
Friedrichstraße 246
10969 Berlin
T: +49-30-259 257 25
E: events@impacthub.berlin
W: berlin.impacthub.net

