
Revelation Week 12: Satan's Throne in Pergamos 

Notes 

The name Pergamos has a dual meaning, having been the combination of two Greek words, Pergos, and 
Gamos. Although as some may know it means 'city', or 'high tower' it also means 'married', or 'united by 
marriage'. The literal translation of Pergamos therefore, is 'married to the high tower'. 

Pergamos is about 18 miles from the sea, about 80 miles north of Smyrna. The present city of Bergama 
has a population of only 20,000 (vs. almost 200,000 of old). Zeus is said to have been born there. The 
great altar stood on a foundation 125 ft by 115 ft, over 50 ft high, set in a colonnaded enclosure  

Aesculapius—health institutions before the scientific medical practice begun by Hippocrates—prospered 
for eight centuries. Functioning mostly by psychiatry and suggestion; sleep was induced and priests used 
their own methods (drugs and others) to cause patients to dream, and then interpret, etc. Bathing, 
whispered consultations, music, plays, and other techniques were employed as therapeutic aids.  
Harmless snakes would slither all over and patients would lay among them. 

Pergamum is the black arrow.  These are the nations that the Lord will bring against Israel and crush 
them on the mountains.  Note that just like Satan has infiltrated the church, Turkey has infiltrated NATO.  
Turkey, now a Muslim nation where the church once flourished.  ALL of the nations around tiny Israel 
are muslim.  So Satan’s throne makes perfect sense in Pergamum, which was the capital of the Roman 
province of Asia and the center of every false religion.  Some say his throne has moved to Rome, but I 
think it will, but has not yet.  He is in the middle of the Mideast debacle. 

Ezikiel 38:19 In my zeal and fiery wrath I declare that at that time there shall be a great earthquake in 
the land of Israel. 20 The fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the beasts of the field, every creature that 
moves along the ground, and all the people on the face of the earth will tremble at my presence. The 
mountains will be overturned, the cliffs will crumble and every wall will fall to the ground. 21 I will 
summon a sword against Gog on all my mountains, declares the Sovereign Lord. Every man’s sword will 
be against his brother. 22 I will execute judgment on him with plague and bloodshed; I will pour down 
torrents of rain, hailstones and burning sulfur on him and on his troops and on the many nations with 
him. 23 And so I will show my greatness and my holiness, and I will make myself known in the sight of 
many nations. Then they will know that I am the Lord.’ 

Note that Ezekiel's prophesy, like many others, will likely be fulfilled more than once – echoes of 
prophecy.  Once with the Red Horse of Revelation 6, and once again after the millennial reign, 
Revelation 20: 7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go 
out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather them for 
battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched across the breadth of the 
earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and 
devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where 
the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and 
ever. 

By his personal example, firm faith and constant preaching about Christ, Saint Antipas began to turn the 
people of Pergamum from offering sacrifice to idols. The pagan priests reproached the bishop for 



leading the people away from their ancestral gods, and they demanded that he stop preaching about 
Christ and offer sacrifice to the idols instead. 

Saint Antipas calmly answered that he was not about to serve the demons that fled from him, a mere 
mortal. He said he worshiped the Lord Almighty, and he would continue to worship the Creator of all, 
with His Only-Begotten Son, and the Holy Spirit. The pagan priests retorted that their gods existed from 
of old, whereas Christ was not from of old but was crucified under Pontius Pilate as a criminal. The saint 
replied that the pagan gods were the work of human hands and that everything said about them was 
filled with iniquities and vices. He steadfastly confessed his faith in the Son of God, incarnate of the 
Most Holy Virgin. 

The enraged pagan priests dragged the Hieromartyr Antipas to the temple of Artemis and threw him 
into a red-hot copper bull, where usually they put the sacrifices to the idols. In the red-hot furnace the 
martyr prayed loudly to God, imploring Him to receive his soul and to strengthen the faith of the 
Christians. He went to the Lord peacefully, as if he were going to sleep (+ ca. 68). 

In Numbers 21, Edom denied passage, Arron dies, Eleazer become high priest, “Israelite” prayed and 
Lord gave them Canaan.  When Moab saw this, he got really worried. 

Balaam sold out for money and taught Balaam to take the Moabite women outside the camp and have 
them seduce the Israelite men.  This is Satan’s tactic. 

The Nicolaitans may be the followers of that Nicolas who was one of the seven first ordained to the 
diaconate by the apostles. According to some, they lead lives of unrestrained indulgence.  “Nicolaitans” 
could have been derived from two Gr. words, nikan, which meant “to conquer” and laos, which meant 
“people.” Likewise Balaam could be derived from two Heb. words, bela which meant “to conquer” 
and ha’am, which meant “people.” Nicolaus and Balaam would then be the Gr. and Heb. forms of the 
same name, descriptive in each instance of an evil teacher who had influence over the people and 
brought them into bondage to heresy. 

Who is to repent?  The church is to repent of not removing corruption and perversion from the church, 
from allowing the world into the church.  But look at His commendation?  He is not going to fight against 
the church with his word – they love His word.  He is going to fight against the false teachers and 
corrupters, but the church will lose the crown they could have had. 

Who has ears? 

• In ancient Greece, jury members would cast a white stone to signify an acquittal, whereas a black 
stone proclaimed the defendant guilty. The weakness of this interpretation is that the stones cast in the 
courts did not have names inscribed on them. 

• A small object called a “tessera,” made of wood, stone, clay or bone, conveyed special privileges to its 
owner. The ancient Romans used tesserae as tokens of admittance to events in the arena. However, 
tesserae did not have to be white, and the durability of the materials used is questionable. 

• One of the better-accepted explanations of the white stone has to do with the high priest’s 
breastplate, which contained twelve stones. Each of these stones had the name of one of the twelve 
tribes of Israel engraved on it (Exodus 28:21). As he ministered in the temple, the high priest bore the 



names of God’s people into God’s presence. In the same way, the “white stone” with the believer’s 
name written on it could be a reference to our standing in God’s presence. 

A new name, Like Simon->Peter, Jacob->Israel – “Name” meant “who you are” so when who you are 
changes, it was common to adopt new name, usually a different poetic form of same name.  Also 
private, pet name. 

According to historical Roman Catholic documents, When his father died in 306, Constantine was 
declared junior emperor of York, England, by the local legions and earned a place as a ruler of the 
Empire by defeating of his main rivals at the battle of the Milvian Bridge in 312. According to legend, he 
adopted the insignia of Christ, the chi-rho, and placed it upon his labarum - the military standards that 
held the banners his armies carried into battle to vanquish their pagan enemies. His purple banners 
were inscribed with the Latin for "In this sign conquer." Constantine then shared rule of the Empire with 
Licinius Licinianus, exerting his considerable influence upon his colleague to secure the declaration 
of Christianity to be a free religion. When, however, Licinius and Constantine launched a persecution of 
the Christians, Constantine marched to the East and routed his opponent at the battle of Adrianople. 
Constantine was the most dominating figure of his lifetime, towering over his contemporaries, including 
Pope Sylvester I. He presided over the Council of Nicaea, gave extensive grants of land and property to 
the Church, founded the Christian city of Constantinople to serve as his new capital, and undertook a 
long-sighted program of Christianization for the whole of the Roman Empire. While he was baptized 
a Christian only on his deathbed, Constantine nevertheless was a genuinely important figure 
in Christian history and was revered as a saint, especially in the Eastern Church.  He was both Niclatitin 
and Balaam who were allowed to use God for what they thought were their own ends. 


