


9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in 

Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 On the Lord’s 

Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll what 

you see and send it to the seven churches: to 

Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden 

lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man,[d] dressed in a robe reaching down 

to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as 

snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was 

like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a 

sharp, double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be 

afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and 

ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.

19 “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 20 The mystery of the 

seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the 

angels[e] of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.
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The most fearsome weapon John knew:

Roman “Gladius” sword with 
steel blade, razor sharp on 
both edges.



11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and 

True. With justice he judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many 

crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in 

blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and 

dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the 

nations. “He will rule them with an iron scepter.”[a] He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God 

Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.
17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, “Come, gather 

together for the great supper of God, 18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals, and the mighty, of 

horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, great and small.”
19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to wage war against the 

rider on the horse and his army. 20 But the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who had performed 

the signs on its behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and 

worshiped its image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 21 The rest were 

killed with the sword coming out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on 

their flesh.
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28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and 

went up onto a mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face 

changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30 Two men, Moses 

and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. 31 They spoke about his 

departure,[a] which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his 

companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory 

and the two men standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to 

him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, 

one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.)

34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid 

as they entered the cloud. 35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, 

whom I have chosen; listen to him.” 36 When the voice had spoken, they found that 

Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at that 

time what they had seen.
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17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 

revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell 

you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 

Hades[c] will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be[*] bound in heaven, and whatever 

you loose on earth will be[*] loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples 
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

* Or “ … will have been”
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