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Revelation 1 New King James Version (NKJV)
Introduction and Benediction

1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things which

must shortly take place. And He sent and signified /¢ by His angel to His servant John, 2who bore
witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he

saw. 3 Blessed /s he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those
things which are written in it; for the time /s near.

Greeting the Seven Churches

4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
Spirits who are before His throne, ® and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the
dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth.

To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, ¢ and has made us kings and
priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all
the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.

8 “l am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was
and who is to come, the Almighty.”



https://biblehub.com/revelation/1-6.htm

New International Version

and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father--to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.
New Living Translation

He has made us a Kingdom of priests for God his Father. All glory and power to him forever and ever! Amen.

English Standard Version

and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Berean Study Bible

who has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—to Him be the glory and power forever and ever! Amen.
Berean Literal Bible

and He has made us a kingdom, priests to His God and Father--to Him be the glory and the dominion to the ages of the ages. Amen.
New American Standard Bible

and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father-- to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
New King James Version

and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

King James Bible

And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

Christian Standard Bible

and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father--to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Contemporary English Version

He lets us rule as kings and serve God his Father as priests. To him be glory and power forever and ever! Amen.

Good News Translation

and made us a kingdom of priests to serve his God and Father. To Jesus Christ be the glory and power forever and everl Amen.
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Kings or Kingdom in Revelation 1:5-6

Discussion in 'Languages' started by Rogerant, Dec 4, 2009.

Dec 4, 2009 #1

I recently had a Baptist preacher provide a defense that the word Kings should be

g translated as kingdom in Revelation 1:5-6. I also see that many translations and
Poythress have translated it as kingdom. But the KJV and NKJV translate it as
9 kings.

Rogerant 1:5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the
Puritan Board Freshman dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God

and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

In my Strong's concordance for kings I find they use Strongs number 935 Basileus.
When I check where it is used elswhere in the bible and the book of Revelation it is
always translated as kings, not kingdom. Kingdom is always 932 Basileia and is
always translated as such.

Revelation 5:10 also translates 935 as kings:

5:10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the
earth.

Now I have not problem with us as being defined as ruling as kings, vassal kings
under our suzerin King.

But why do some translations and commentators change this word to kingdom
rather than use the obvious kings as it is used in other places?
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#2

The TR looks like it contains a "kai" ("and") between the words b. & i., which is not
in the CT (cf. Rev.5:10; other difference include a variant in the "king-" term
ending).

Bottom line, the language in Revelation reflects Exodus 19:6, "And you shall be to
Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation."

So, which is a better rendering? A cursory glance at the NT shows me that except
for this verse (if the rendering "kings" is adopted) perhaps only one other place,
1Cor.4:8 (and in a negative or sarcastic sense) are Christians denominated "kings."
The King is Christ, and we receive his kingdom (cf. e.g. 1Cor.6:9f, Heb.12:28). In
the derivative sense, then, we are small-k kings; but the explicit testimony to this
is decidedly mixed (see above), if it is much there at all, given the question on
translation/meaning in Rev.1:6.

The universal priesthood of all believers is more plainly stated, but see Gen.17:6,
cf. Gal.3:7.

Conclusion, if I accept the "kings" translation as verbally the most accurate, I
would also have to accept it in the primary sense of "kingdom," that is a whole
nation comprised of princes (everyone without exception of one high rank, relative
to the King of Kings). This would accord best, in my opinion, with the rest of the
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THE SEVENTY WEEKS PROPHECY
PROPHETIC TIMELINE DANIEL 9:24-27

THE DECREE OF ARTAXERXES GIVEN MessiaH CUT OFF THE MIDPOINT OF THE SEVENTIETH WEEK
10 EZRA TO REBUILD AND RESTORE Jesus CRUCIFIED GREAT TRIBULATION BEGINS MATT 24:21, Rev 12:17
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Vision of the Son of Man

71, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ,
was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 191 was in
the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and | heard behind me a loud voice, as of a frumpet, 11 saying, "l am the
Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” and, “What you see, write in a book and send it to the
seven churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to
Philadelphia, and to Laodiceq.”

12Then | turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having furned | saw seven golden

lampstands, '3 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment
down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 4 His head and hair were white like
wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a
furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters; 1$ He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His
mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength.

17 And when | saw Him, | fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying [lto me, “Do not
be afraid; | am the First and the Last. 8| am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, | am alive
forevermore. Amen. And | have the keys of Hades and of Death. 1? Write the things which you

have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this. 20 Thellmystery of the
seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars

are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.”
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The Church Age Chart

/

Correlation With The Kingdom Parables - Prophecies Of The Church Age

\

The Sower The Wheat The Mustard The Leaven The Treasure The Pearl The Net
and the Seed and the Tares Seed
Matt 13.1-23 [ Matt 13.24-30,3643|  Matt 13.31-32 Matt 13.33 Matt 13.44 Matt 13.45-46 Matt 13.47-50
The Ten Virgins - Matt 25.1-13 The Talents and Stewards - Matt 25.14-30
The Things Which Are - The Seven Churches
Smyma Pergamos | Thyatira Laodicea

Philadelphia

\Rev 2.1-7 Rev28-11 | Rev212-17 | Rev21829 Rev37-13 | Rev 3.1¢2y
Alexandrian School Of Thought
First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Seventh
Church Age Church Age Church Church Age Church Age Church Age Church Age
33-100AD 100-312AD 312-590AD 590 - 1517 AD 1517 - 1750 AD 1750 - 1925 AD 1925AD - End
Death of Christ The Caesars Constantine Middie Dark Ages Reformation Missionary Apostate Church
1st & 2nd Persecution 2nd - 10th The Political Church | The Idolatrous Church Protestantism Movement
Persecutions Catholic Church

Antiochian School Of Thought

The Dispensations Of The Church Theory /™
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SEVEN CHURCHES

(The chart)
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GREAT TRIBULA

Seven SEALS

1. Antichrist |
2. Anarchy Pl
3. Famine -
4. 1/4 Slain 1. Tre
5. Martyrs 2. Ses
6. Earthquake § 3. B\ _
7. TRUMPETS<4 4.'Sun dark 1. Disease
5. Abyss open 2. S_ea blood
6. Army 3- Rlvers
7. VIALS 4. Sun hot
5. Darkness
6. Euphrates
7. Babylon



Revelation’s Chronological Narrative of
7 Seals, 7 Trumpets and 7 Bowls
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second coming last judgment

millennium

| |

Post-tribulational Premillennialism

(not to scale)

second coming for second coming last judgment

hurch t h h
church (rapture) with churc [

Pre-tribulational (dispensational) Premillennialism

second coming
and last judgment

millennium

|

Postmillennialism

second coming
and last judgment

symbolic millennium

|

Amillennialism

AD 70 conversion of last judgment

the nations Sy
symbolic millennium

{Christendom]

Double Post-tribulational Pre-Amillennialism




Historical (Preterist) = Benware

e Most about history — real events & people in 1st century

Futurist

e Most about future —real people & events in centuries to come

Symbolic (Allegorical)
e Not only History or Future — Symbolic of battle Christ versus Satan
— believers & church face throughout history
Combination = Berding & Williams
e Covering all : History + Past + Ongoing

e« To encourage all Christians through persecution in all times



64 Then the Lord will scatter you among all nations, from one end of the earth
to the other. There you will worship other gods—gods of wood and stone, which
neither you nor your ancestors have known. s Among those nations you will find
no repose, no resting place for the sole of your foot. There the Lord will give you
an anxious mind, eyes weary with longing, and a despairing heart.¢6 You will
live in constant suspense, filled with dread both night and day, never sure of
your life.




