Phonics & Literature for Families 

This class is for you if:

· you would like to learn how to teach your:

· young children how to read at a natural and relaxed pace as you begin to explore books together.
· older children to spell more proficiently using the 70 phonograms and 29 spelling rules proven to explain much of the English language.
· (in regard to the Spell to Write and Read curriculum): 

· you are interested in seeing how it works before you buy it
· you bought it already and want some help getting started.
· you want a refresher course to help you brush up on your SWR skills after not using it for awhile. 
There is a charge for attending the class. But just so you know, I am not a registered trainer. I am just a homeschool mom who used and still loves the program. Some friends asked if I could help them get started using the program and after I did, someone else asked and I have been doing it ever since. I quit counting after I did 100 presentations.
About Phonics…
Isn’t it interesting that we know how to read and spell, yet we don’t have the first inclination in how to pass this knowledge on to our own students?  Every wonder why? It’s because you most likely learned to read and spell from a whole-language approach. You absorbed spelling rules over the years from your own reading, and from inconsistent rules that you were able to piece together from fragmented methods taught in many schools. How much better would it be for your students, if you were able to teach them the time tested strong principles that govern our English language with phonics?

True phonics proves the English language has a beautiful science and order to it. It is simply not true that the English language is full of contradictions. With true phonics you can explain 98% of the spellings of the most commonly used portion of our English language as opposed to 78% that can be explained by the whole-language theory’s faulty principles. And you too, can see the beauty and order for yourself as you learn WITH your students, the 99 components of phonics which consist of the 70 phonograms & 29 spelling rules.

Mastering these 99 building blocks lays a firm foundation with which you can build upon for a lifetime as you learn “why” words are spelled the way they are and in turn helping you remember their spellings. For instance, there is a reason why spaghetti has a “h” in it and once your student understands the reason, they are far less likely to forget to spell it with the “h”. 
You can throw only so many good things in a closet without organizing them first, before you can’t put your hands on what you need very quickly anymore. In turn, usually by about 3rd grade, many students have a difficulty memorizing more spelling words. This is because it is about this time that their short-term memory is filled to the brim, like a messy closet, with memorized spelling words. Real phonics principles, like you will find in Spell to Write and Read, provide a strong shelving system that equips students to systematically organize their language as they store it for memory and usage later.  With this structure in place, students can then access what they need quickly! And they understand why words are spelled the way they are, so they don’t have to memorize as much abstract information. 
The confusing thing is that many programs that call themselves “phonics” really are whole-language programs with a few phonics rules sprinkled in. However, Wanda Sanseri’s, Spell to Write and Read, is the most comprehensive phonics program I have found. Its foundation in true phonics principles is based on phonics research compiled by Romalda Spalding in, “The Writing Road to Reading”, using the 70 Orton-Gillingham phonograms and 29 spelling rules of the English language.

Five things l love about Spell to Write and Read:
1. SWR is logical and classical in style. Classical education methods boil a subject down to its core key components and in the same way, SWR boils reading and spelling down to the 70 phonograms and 29 spelling rules that govern the English language with a high degree of accuracy that even the very young can grasp. When children learn phonograms instead of just individual letter sounds, they have fewer bites of information to process when reading, helping them to read faster and with better comprehension. 

2. SWR coincides well with a natural style of learning as opposed to the “school at home” approach. It gives the student simple foundational tools to work with and master instead of pages and pages of busywork. The work you do with your child will be more directly related to what he or she really needs to learn. Learning the phonograms and spelling rules is simple and requires much less time in the long run. 
3. Another benefit of SWR is that the principles of phonics can be learned together as a family. You may be surprised to see how much YOU and the little ones in hearing distance, will learn about spelling when you do it with your children. 
4. SWR is affordable:
· You can start out with the $15 phonogram cards and $10 spelling rule cards. Then if you wish to continue, you can buy the teacher’s guide and spelling book that are $35 each. Compared to buying spelling workbooks and manuals every year this is a much better deal since these are ALL the materials you will need to get your child up to college level spelling.
· Also, you can buy whatever parts you want or need, instead of buying one huge packaged phonics program for hundreds of dollars. 

5.   But, most importantly, SWR gives me what I need to equip my children to have command of the English language, so they can                       reach their generation for Christ and be grandly successful at whatever purpose God has for them. It really does matter that our students learn to spell correctly.
Grade and Age Levels?

Spell to Write and Read is great training for you to teach your student to read and spell well at any level.

1. With younger students, you can teach them how to read with phonograms and rules that make sense and will help them to spell well later. My hope is that after you learn the 70 phonograms and 29 spelling rules, you can teach your young children how to read at a natural and relaxed pace as you begin to explore books together without the pressure of having to learn in one year of kindergarten. 
2. For older students, SWR has a simple test to determine their grade level that will allow them to jump in right at their spelling grade level and polish their skills by learning to spell the 1600 most commonly used English words. When these 1600 words are mastered, they will be at college level spelling.
Learning Disabilities?

SWR is highly recommended for students with learning disabilities and is based on the Orton-Gillingham phonograms used at most learning centers. Because phonics teaches phonogram sounds instead of individual letter sounds, visual and auditory difficulties are minimized. Phonograms are more easily assimilated into thinking than whole-language ideas because of its simplicity and multisensory approach to learning.  
Registration:
If you are interested, please register at ASimplePath.net 
We would love to see you there!

Thank you,

Beth Thetford Crossmon
