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Meeting Agenda

• Welcome/Call to Order
• Nonpartisan Policy Reminder
• Featured Topic: ERA
• Observer Corps Update
• LWVDC Announcements
• Wrap-Up
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Nonpartisan Reminder

● Keep your comments non-partisan. Talk about ideas – not partisan labels.
● Promote political actions that are not party-specific such as researching a 

topic, educating voters or contacting lawmakers in general regarding an issue.
● Refrain from endorsing or opposing specific candidates or elected officials.
● Only state facts, not judgments about the facts, when it is not possible to 

avoid mentioning a specific candidate, lawmaker, or party.
● Avoid discussing your individual activities supporting or opposing any 

candidate or party. 
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Featured Topic: ERA - Equal Rights Amendment

Lindsey Frette
LWV Member
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CONSTITUTIONAL EQUALITY:
STATE & FEDERAL INITIATIVES

Courtesy of M. Kathleen Murphy, 
Founder of MN C.A.F.E. Coalition

now ERA Minnesota



CONSTITUTIONAL EQUALITY:

I.  History

II.  Why? 

III.  ERA Strategies



“EQUALITY OF RIGHTS UNDER 
THE LAW SHALL NOT BE 
ABRIDGED OR DENIED 

ON ACCOUNT OF GENDER.”



I.  HISTORY

1800s:  Constitutional Amendments

1920:    Suffrage

1923:    Introduction of ERA

1970s:  Trying to Ratify the 27th Amendment

1982:    Defeated



1868: 14th Amendment

Section 1: All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to 
the jurisdiction thereof, are  citizens of the United States and of the state 
wherein they reside. No state shall make or  enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United  States; nor shall 
any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process 
of  law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of 
the laws.

Section 2: Representatives shall be apportioned among the several states 
according to their respective  numbers, counting the whole number of persons 
in each state, excluding Indians not taxed. But  when the right to vote at any 
election for the choice of electors for President and Vice President  of the 
United States, Representatives in Congress, the executive and judicial officers 
of a state,  or the members of the legislature thereof, is denied to any of the 
male inhabitants of such  state, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of 
the United States, or in any way abridged,  except for participation in 
rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be  reduced 
in the proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the 
whole  number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such state.



1870: 15th Amendment

Section 1: The right of citizens of the 
United States to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any state on account of 
race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude.

Section 2: The Congress shall have 
power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation.”



1923: Alice Paul Proposes the 
Equal Rights Amendment

Section 1.  Equality of rights under the law 
shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any state on account 
of sex. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have the 
power to enforce, by appropriate 
legislation, the provisions of this article.

Section 3.  This amendment shall take effect 
two years after the date of ratification.



1960s:  ERA movement begins again

The late 1960’s and early 1970’s brought a resurgence of the 
fight for an Equal Rights Amendment.
• 1961: Hoyt v. Florida – SCOTUS upheld sex discrimination
• 1971: Reed v. Reed – SCOTUS was unanimous that 

arbitrary discrimination existed



’71 & ’72: Overwhelming support
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• ERA original 7 year deadline: 
June 1979

• Congress extended deadline: 
June 1982

ERA only ratified in 35 of 38 required 
states

DEADLINE for RATIFICATION



WHAT HAPPENED?



Why was ERA defeated?

Feminist Backlash

Claims made:

• ERA is anti-family & anti-American

• Alimony & child support laws would be ignored

• Women are not REALLY being discriminated  

against



Scare Tactic #1

• Equal rights would force 
women to work outside the 
home.



Scare Tactic #2

•Men would not be required to provide for their 
families.

Scare Tactic #3

Fraternities & sororities

Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts

Same-sex public bathrooms

•The government would require forced gender 
integration into things such as:



Scare Tactic #4

•Women would be forced into 
military combat.



Scare Tactic #5

•Women would lose “protected” status 
in the workforce.

Scare Tactic #6

•Connection to abortion.



Why was ERA defeated?

Change in political atmosphere

1980: 
• Ronald Reagan is first U.S. President to 

ever openly oppose equal rights
• Equal rights were removed from the 

Republican party platform

Constitutional equal rights had been supported by every U.S. 
President since Teddy Roosevelt first supported them in 1914.



Most recent polling…

June 2016 - Americans 
— by 94% —
overwhelmingly support 
the Equal Rights 
Amendment



II. WHY IS 
CONSTITUTIONAL EQUALITY STILL 

NECESSARY?



Why necessary?
1) Equal Rights are not fully guaranteed.  

•  Neither the U.S. Constitution nor the Minnesota 
Constitution explicitly guarantees that all of the rights it 
protects are held equally by all citizens without regard to sex.

The only right that either Constitution 
specifically affirms as equal for women 
and men is the right to vote.



Case #1:  Equal Pay for Equal Work.  

Why necessary?
1) Equal Rights are not fully guaranteed.  



Case #2:  Women’s healthcare under attack
• Family planning funding to be eliminated
• Emergency reproductive care could be entirely 

eliminated
• Men’s healthcare needs are covered by insurance, 

including Viagra & Cialis
• Women pay more 

in premiums

Why necessary?
1) Equal Rights are not fully guaranteed.  



Another reason why ERA was defeated

The insurance lobby

Insurance companies spent millions of dollars on 
lobbying in Illinois, Florida and Missouri.

Lobbying Expenditures by Insurance Companies

$160 M

$128 M

$96 M

$64 M

$32 M

$0 M



• The Courts hold sex discrimination to a lower standard than 
discrimination based on race, religion, or national origin.

• Court decisions are inconsistent in 
applying current law - adding to 
confusion about how to review sex 
discrimination claims. 

Why necessary?
2) Need for a clearer & stricter judicial standard for 

deciding cases of sex discrimination.  



Lilly Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire reversed 40 years of 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 
(EEOC) laws 

Citizens United v. FEC  
reversed 63+ years of 
campaign laws

Why necessary?
3) Protection from rolling back significant advances 

over the last 50 years.  



• Femicide reports (21 in 2016, 28 people in 2010 in MN)

• Reported rapes (average 6 per day reported in MN, but only 
16% are assumed to be reported = 38 per day or 13,687 per 
year, 84% know the attacker)

Why necessary?
4) Endemic gender violence



Why necessary?
5) The United States needs to prove our international 

commitment to equality. 

1979: UN adopts CEDAW Treaty: 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discri
mination Against Women – U.S. is not a member

State party Signatory No action



Benefits for all…

Men
• Acceptance of men in non 

traditional work

• Paternity leaves for men

• Parental custody issues

LGBTQ

• Acceptance of gender identity 
and gender expression

• Affirming that discrimination of 
any kind is not acceptable 
under the law



But is a State ERA necessary?

• A Constitution is the foundation on which all laws are 
based.  It states the fundamental beliefs and principles 
of our state.

• Minnesota Laws: 116 statutes with gender classifications 
have been overturned in MN since 1972

• The MN Constitution protects hunting, fishing and
a state lottery...  

WHY NOT WOMEN?



III. STRATEGY



Minnesota Strategy: 
Legislation & Ballot Initiative

• Two bills: 

1. Memorialize Congress to act on 
the Federal ERA

2. Pass an ERA for the Minnesota 
Constitution

• Passed the house, waiting for the 
senate.

• Then will go to a public vote.



22 states have added Equal Rights Amendments to 
their own Constitutions

ERA adopted in the 1800’s
ERA adopted from 1972-1982
ERA adopted in 1998
Sex discrimination protection



National Strategies:

• Three-state strategy:
1. Now only 1 more state needs to ratify
2. Congress needs to pass a bill to reinstate the timeline

• Start over:
1. Rewritten, reintroduced, passed with 2/3 majority & sent 

back to the states for ratification
2. New amendment that is explicit and makes clear that race 

is included
3. Similar to other constitutions around the world



Minnesota was the 26th state to ratify in 1973.

• 35 out of the 38 states required, ratified the ERA by 1977
• Nevada ratified in Marcb 2017!
• Illinois ratified in May 2018!



Join Us!
Spread the word, Volunteer, or Donate



Thank You!

For more information:

www.ERAmn.org
or

www.ERAcoalition.org



SEP. 28 – OCT. 30
HISTORY THEATER

$30 TICKET OFFER
Special price code: ERAMN



Fall Candidate Forums

● ISD 200 (Hastings) School Board candidate 
forum, Wednesday 10/2, 7:00PM in Hastings
○ If you’ve signed up to volunteer--THANK 

YOU!
● ISD 196 (Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan) 

School Board candidate forum, Wednesday 
10/9, 7:00PM in Rosemount
○ Volunteers still needed: (1) usher, (1) 

timekeeper, (1) question facilitator, and 
clean-up. See Paula if you can help!

42



43

Saturday, October 26, 2019
5:30 - 10:00 PM

Speakers, program and live auction items will be announced soon.



Action Items

● Join LWV and tell a friend! Everyone is on 
the membership committee!

● Volunteer and get involved! Sign up at the 
opportunities table.

● Raise your hand for the Local League 
Application Project!

● Sign up for LWVUS and LWVMN Action 
Alerts

● Follow us on our website, Facebook, Twitter, 
and YouTube!
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Wrap Up

• Next LWV of Dakota County meeting will be Tuesday, November 
12th, at Burnhaven Library, with Mix & Mingle beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
and the regular meeting beginning at 6:00 p.m. Featured topic will be 
the “Journalism in the 21st Century: How to be a Wise Consumer of 
News” with guest speaker U of MN Silha Professor of Media Ethics 
and Law, Jane Kirtley.

• **Members please drop your name badge at the check-in table
• Adjourn

See you next time!
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