
OUR BIG HOME

 1. Read Animal Kingdom, Chapter 1 Our Big Home.  _________

 2. ACTIVITY

 { Look at a globe or map of the world. Find the 
place where you live.

 { Find a few other places on the globe or map 
where you have visited or would like to visit 
someday.  _________

IS IT ALIVE?

 1. Read Chapter 2 Is it Alive?  _________

 2. ACTIVITY  Make a sketchbook to use on this  
course.

 { Get seven pieces of blank paper and fold them 
in half.

 { Make a cover using a piece of construction 
paper of whatever color you like.

 { Get some help stapling the pages and cover 
together.  _________
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 3. ACTIVITY  Get your sketchbook ready to find 
some things that are alive and not alive. 

 { At the top of the first page, write ALIVE and 
numbers 1 to 10 down the side. 

 { At the top of the second page, write NOT 
ALIVE and numbers 1 to 10 down the side.  _________

 4. ACTIVITY  With your sketchbook and a pencil, go 
for a walk outside or somewhere you can see  
many things.

 { Find 10 different things that are alive and write 
their names in your sketchbook.

 { Find 10 different things that are not alive and 
write their names in your sketchbook.  _________

 5. ACTIVITY  

 { On a new page in your sketchbook, draw a 
picture of something alive. Label your drawing.

 { On another page, draw a picture of something 
not alive. Label your drawing.

 { Show your sketchbook to your teacher.

Teacher check. ____  ____

TWO KINGDOMS

 1. Read Chapter 3 Two Kingdoms to the end of section  
“Plant Kingdom.”  _________
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 2. ACTIVITY  Look through some picture books or 
magazines to find 10 things from the plant 
kingdom.   _________

 3. ACTIVITY  In your sketchbook, write PLANT 
KINGDOM on the top of a new page. 

 { Go out and find something that is part of the 
plant kingdom. Look at it and notice some 
things about it. 

 { In your sketchbook, draw and color a picture of 
the plant you found. 

 { Show your teacher your drawing, and explain 
why plants don’t have to move around to find 
food. 

Teacher check. ____  ____

 4. Read Chapter 3, section “Animal Kingdom.”  _________

 5. ACTIVITY  Look through some picture books or 
magazines to find 10 things from the animal 
kingdom.   _________

 6. ACTIVITY  In your sketchbook, write ANIMAL 
KINGDOM on the top of a new page. 

 { Go out and find something that is part of the 
animal kingdom. Look at it and notice some 
things about it. 

 { In your sketchbook, draw and color a picture of 
what you found. 

 { Under your picture, write a sentence telling 
what you noticed about the animal you saw. 
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 { Show your teacher your drawing. Explain how 
animals are different from plants in how they 
get food. 

Teacher check. ____  ____

BONES OR NO BONES?

 1. Read Chapter 4 Bones or No Bones? to the end of  
section “Vertebrate Animals.”  _________

 2. ACTIVITY  

 { Look at a skeleton model or a picture of a 
skeleton and find the backbone and a vertebra 
in the backbone.

 { Reach behind you and feel your own backbone. 
Can you feel a vertabra?  _________

 3. ACTIVITY   

 { In your sketchbook, write VERTEBRATE at the 
top of a page. Now draw a skeleton of whatever 
animal you like. Label the backbone. 

 { Show your drawing to another person.  
Explain what is meant by vertebrate animals.  _________

 4. Read Chapter 4, section “Invertebrate Animals.”  _________

 5. ACTIVITY  Look through some animal picture 
books to find five animals that do not have bones 
inside.   _________
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 6. ACTIVITY   

 { In your sketchbook, write INVERTEBRATE 
at the top of a page. Now draw your favorite 
invertebrate. 

 { Show your drawing to another person.  
Explain what makes an animal an invertebrate.  _________

 7. ACTIVITY  Show your teacher your sketchbook. 
Talk to your teacher about the difference between 
vertebrate and invertebrate animals. 

Teacher check. ____  ____

WARM OR COLD?

 1. Read Chapter 5 Warm or Cold? to the end of  
section “Warm-Blooded.”  _________

 2. ACTIVITY  In your sketchbook, write WARM-
BLOODED at the top of a page. Next write, “My 
temperature is _______.” Have your teacher help 
you take your temperature. Write it down.  _________

 3. ACTIVITY  

 { Go stand or sit in a very warm or very cool 
place until you start to feel warm or cool. Have 
your teacher help you take your temperature 
again. In your sketchbook, write down the 
second temperature. Did it change very much? 

 { Talk to your teacher about what you noticed 
and what it means to be warm-blooded. 

Teacher check. ____  ____

 4. Read Chapter 5, section “Cold-Blooded.”  _________
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 5. ACTIVITY  

 { In your sketchbook, draw a picture of a cold-
blooded animal in a cold place. Write what 
temperature you think its body might be.

 { Now draw the same cold-blooded animal in the 
warm sunshine. Write what temperature you 
think its body might be. 

 { Show your drawings to your teacher. Explain 
how cold-blooded animals act differently than 
warm-blooded animals when the temperature 
gets colder. 

Teacher check. ____  ____

WHAT CLASS ARE YOU IN?

 1. Read Chapter 6 What Class Are You In?  _________

 2. ACTIVITY  Gather together 20 small objects. Sort 
the objects into groups of like things, or “classes.” 
Talk to your teacher about how the things within 
each group are alike.

Teacher check. ____  ____

WHAT HAS FEATHERS AND FLIES?

 1.  Read Chapter 7 What Has Feathers and Flies?  _________

 2. ACTIVITY  Look through some picture books or 
magazines to find 10 birds. Show another person  
the one you like best.  _________
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 3. ACTIVITY  In your sketchbook, write BIRD CLASS 
on the top of a new page. Then make a list of the 
four ways all birds are alike.  _________

 4. ACTIVITY   

 { In your sketchbook, draw a bird flying. Label 
the wings and feathers. 

 { Draw a picture of a bird skeleton. Label the  
backbone. 

 { Using clay, make a bird. Be sure to show that it 
has wings and feathers. Also make a nest with 
eggs in it.

 { Show your drawings and clay to your teacher. 
Explain what a bird might do to help it stay 
warm in the winter. 

Teacher check. ____  ____

WHAT HAS SCALES AND SWIMS?

 1. Read Chapter 8 What Has Scales and Swims?  _________

 2. ACTIVITY  Look through some picture books or 
magazines to find 10 fish. Show another person the 
one you like best.  _________

 3. ACTIVITY  In your sketchbook, write FISH CLASS 
on the top of a new page. Make a list of the six 
ways all fish are alike.  _________

 4. ACTIVITY   

 { In your sketchbook, draw a fish. Label the fins, 
scales and gills. 
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 { Draw a picture of a fish skeleton. Label the 
backbone. 

 { Using clay, make a fish. Be sure to show the 
fins, scales and gills.

 { Show your drawings and clay to your teacher. 
Explain what would happen to a fish’s body 
temperature if it swam into colder water.

Teacher check. ____  ____

WHAT HAS SCALES AND CRAWLS ON LAND?

 1. Read Chapter 9 What Has Scales and Crawls  
on Land?  _________

 2. ACTIVITY   Look through some picture books or 
magazines to find 10 reptiles. Show another person 
the one you like best.  _________

 3. ACTIVITY   In your sketchbook, write REPTILE 
CLASS on the top of a new page. Make a list of the 
four ways reptiles are alike.  _________

 4. ACTIVITY   

 { In your sketchbook, draw a reptile. Label the 
scales. 

 { Draw a picture of a reptile skeleton. Label the 
backbone. 

 { Using clay, make a reptile. Be sure to show the 
scales.

 { Show your drawings and clay to your teacher. 
Explain to your teacher how cold-blooded 

8



animals act differently when the temperature 
gets colder or warmer. 

Teacher check. ____  ____

WHAT ACTS LIKE A FISH AND A REPTILE?

 1. Read Chapter 10 What Acts Like a Fish and a  
Reptile?  _________

 2. ACTIVITY  Look through some picture books or 
magazines to find 10 amphibians. Show another 
person the one you like best.  _________

 3. ACTIVITY  In your sketchbook, write AMPHIBIAN 
CLASS on the top of a new page. Make a list of the 
five ways amphibians are alike.  _________

 4. ACTIVITY  

 { In your sketchbook, draw an amphibian. 

 { In a drawing, show how an amphibian begins 
life in the water, then lives on land when it is 
older. 

 { Draw a picture of an amphibian skeleton. Label 
the backbone. 

 { Using clay, make two amphibians. Make a 
young amphibian with gills. Make a larger, older 
amphibian that lives on land and breathes air.

 { Show your drawings and clay to your teacher. 
Explain how amphibians change from the time 
they hatch to when they grow up. 

Teacher check. ____  ____
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WHAT HAS FUR AND LIVE BABIES?

 1. Read Chapter 11 What Has Fur and Live  
Babies?  _________

 2. ACTIVITY   Look through some picture books or 
magazines to find 10 mammals. Show another 
person the one you like best.  _________

 3. ACTIVITY   In your sketchbook, write MAMMAL 
CLASS on the top of a new page. Make a list of the 
five ways mammals are alike.  _________

 4. ACTIVITY  

 { In your sketchbook, draw a mammal. Label the 
fur. 

 { Draw a picture of a mammal skeleton. Label the 
backbone. 

 { Using clay, make a mother and baby mammal. 

 { Show your drawings and clay to your teacher. 
Explain some things about mammals that make 
them different from other animals. 

Teacher check. ____  ____

WHAT HAS SIX LEGS AND IS VERY SMALL?

 1. Read Chapter 12 What Has Six Legs and Is  
Very Small?  _________

 2. ACTIVITY   Look through some picture books or 
magazines to find 10 insects. Show another person 
the one you like best.  _________
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 3. ACTIVITY   In your sketchbook, write INSECT 
CLASS on the top of a new page. Make a list of the 
four ways insects are alike.  _________

 4. ACTIVITY  

 { In your sketchbook, draw an insect. Label the 
hard outer shell. Also label the wings if the 
insect has them. 

 { Using clay, make an insect. Label the head, 
thorax and abdomen. Be sure to add six legs 
attached to the thorax! 

 { Show your drawing and clay to your teacher. 
Tell your teacher some things that make insects 
different from other animals. 

Teacher check. ____  ____

WHAT HAS EIGHT LEGS AND LOTS OF RELATIVES?

 1. Read Chapter 13 What Has Eight Legs and  
Lots of Relatives?  _________

 2. ACTIVITY   Look through some picture books or 
magazines to find five arachnids. Show another 
person the one you like best.  _________

 3. ACTIVITY   In your sketchbook, write ARACHNID 
CLASS on the top of a new page. Make a list of the 
three ways arachnids are alike.  _________

 4. ACTIVITY   

 { In your sketchbook, draw an arachnid. Label 
the head and abdomen. 
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 { Using clay, make an arachnid. Be sure to add 
the eight legs attached to the head! 

 { Show your drawing and clay to your teacher. 

Teacher check. ____  ____

OTHER INVERTEBRATES

 1. Read Chapter 14 Other Invertebrates.  _________

 2. ACTIVITY   Look through some picture books or 
magazines to find five invertebrate sea animals. 
Show another person the one you like best.  _________

 3. ACTIVITY   In your sketchbook, write SEA 
INVERTEBRATES on the top of a new page. Draw 
one or more invertebrate sea animals, and label 
them. Show your drawing to your teacher. 

Teacher check. ____  ____

THE WONDERFUL ANIMAL KINGDOM

 1. Read Chapter 15 The Wonderful Animal  
Kingdom.  _________

 2. ACTIVITY   Get a set of Animal Kingdom Cards 
and mix them up. Then sort them into two groups. 
Make one group vertebrate animals and the other 
group invertebrate animals. If you are unsure which 
group an animal belongs to, look in the Animal 
Kingdom book. When you are done, show your 
teacher. 

Teacher check. ____  ____
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 3. ACTIVITY   Sort your group of vertebrate cards 
into two groups. Make one group warm-blooded 
animals and the other group cold-blooded animals. 
If you are unsure, look in the book. When you are 
done, show your teacher. 

Teacher check. ____  ____

 4. ACTIVITY   Mix up all the Animal Kingdom Cards. 
Sort them into these classes:

• fish

• amphibians

• birds

• mammals

• reptiles

• insects

• arachnids

  When you are done, show your teacher. 

Teacher check. ____  ____

 5. ACTIVITY   Mix up the same set of cards, and 
have your teacher choose different cards and show 
them to you. When you see the animal, tell what 
class it belongs to. 

Teacher check. ____  ____

 6. ACTIVITY   Put all the cards together, and mix 
them up. Have your teacher choose different cards 
and show them to you. When you see the animal, 
tell these things about it:

• If it is warm-blooded or cold-blooded.

• If it is vertebrate or invertebrate.

  If you aren’t sure, look in the book. 

Teacher check.  ____  ____

13



COMPLETION

I have done all the steps and learned about the animal kingdom.

FOR THE TEACHER

ESTIMATED TIME
10 hours

NOTE: 
Student will need the Animal Kingdom Cards and their sketchbook for the exam.
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