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Dear Families,
Last week we celebrated Fathers on Fathers’ Day.
There were many articles, blogs and posts on the internet and social media
about fathers and I was particularly struck by an article that UNICEF posted
about the important role of fathers in PNG. They told the story of fathers
who are challenging what fatherhood looks like for their families.
One father, Peter, talked about how his father had always hit him and been
aggressive towards him as a child, and so that was the way he had begun
to father his own children. But he has changed as a result of education
and is beginning to interact with his children. Peter is now playing outside
games, reading stories to them and can see changes and improvements in
their behaviour. And they are even doing better at school.
Another father, Joe, talked about how he would belt, shout, smack and hit his children and grandchildren. He says that now
he has changed and understands that children have a basic right to feel safe and secure in their own home. The lesson he
has learned is that violence has no place in a child’s life.
There were four main points the fathers made:
• Say no to violence
• Turn the focus to learning
• Play with your children
• Be a proud dad
(www.unicef.org.au/blog/uniceof-in-action-july-2019/ )

There is evidence from research showing that children of fathers who are involved in their children’s lives, tend to have higher
academic success, achieve higher test results and have better attitudes towards school. They are less likely to drop out, fail
or have behaviour issues. Fatherhood is important to a child’s development and their educational success.
Fatherhood is a gift that must be highly valued and carefully guarded. We need fathers for our children who will step into their
children’s lives and help them to be the kind of people God wants them to be.
I think that our heavenly father knew that sometimes this would be hard for fathers, so he put it in writing for them!
Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.
Colossians 3:21 Fathers, do not embitter your children or they will become discouraged.
Fathers are called to demonstrate who God is by the way they live their lives. (1 Corinthians 11:1 Be imitators of me, as I am
of Christ; Philippians 4:9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me or seen in me – put it into practice. And
the God of peace will be with you.) It is a big responsibility that God has given to fathers.
So today, I encourage the fathers of the students of our school by saying that what you do really matters. We are so thankful
for fathers who encourage their children, play with them, read with them, and show them God the Father through their
actions. Be encouraged that what you do makes a difference in every area of your child’s life, including their educational
success.

Mrs Rebekah Cook
Principal

School Photos – Get your Orders into the School Office This Week
Here are some behind the scenes pictures from last week when the individual and class photos were taken. The
professional photos look wonderful!
Please ensure that you get your orders in quickly as we would like to have them ready to deliver early next term.
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NEW SCHOOL
PHONE NUMBER

Development
Senior Staff, Mrs Cook,
Mr Raire, Ms Givan, Mrs
Sione with parent, Mr
Kevin Soli who presented
at the ‘Festival of
Learning Conference’ a
couple of weeks ago.
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325 0411

School Uniform
Our school uniform identifies our students as belonging to
Sunrise Bethel Christian School. It shows that they are part of our community.
Each child represents our school when they are wearing their uniform.
We ask that you make sure your children’s uniforms are in good condition and
is well kept. The uniform should be worn correctly.
Wearing a hat at recess and lunch time is part of the uniform requirement at
Sunrise Bethel Christian School. Please ensure that your children have a named
Sunrise Bethel Christian School hat to wear.
There are number of students who are not wearing the correct school shoes to
school.
Please take time over the holiday break to check uniforms, socks, shoes and all
school items such as hats and school bags.

Independence Day Assembly
Our Independence Day Celebration will be on Friday 13th from 11:00 am. It will
conclude at 12:30 pm, when students will be dismissed. We invite all our school
community to share the celebration with us on that day.
Children should come dressed in PNG colours with PNG flags allowed on the
day.
Please note, that we are celebrating PNG and the coming together of the
provinces to celebrate our nation. It is not a provincial day. Please do not send
your child wearing provincial clothing or bringing provincial flags or items.

The Grade 7

class did a
combined Art and
Design and
Technology task,
creating toys with
wheels.
They then used
these vehicles as
the base for
creative story
writing in their
English lessons.
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Grade 3 Society and Culture, Design and Technology and Inquiry Learning
The Grade 3 class designed and created different village buildings. They then used the buildings to plan out
a village. Each group had to draw up their plans, then arrange the buildings correctly and share about their
village to the rest of the class. The class then asked them questions about their village. It was interesting to
hear their reflections on their village choices after the task. They had all discovered many things that they
would add to their village to meet the needs of a community.

Visit from Pastor Rob from Adelaide
Pastor Rob came up with the Hope Central Team from Adelaide and spent some time with the students in
four of our classes. He shared a bible story and activity with each class. These pictures show our prep class
finding out that there were rainbow colours under the black. They just had to scratch it off!
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Assembly
Last week Esther from Bethel
Centre shared with us a story
of how God healed her when
she was a little girl. It was a
powerful story that reminded
us of God’s faithfulness
towards us.
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Join

We need many, many bottle tops and
lids for a SPECIAL ART PROJECT for
our 10th Anniversary. Please help by
collecting lids and bringing them to
school. There is a box at the entrance to
the office to deliver them to.
A sample of bottle top art is included
here – ours will be different!
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Save the Dates

years of
Sunrise Bethel
Christian
School
November 7th-8th
in Port Moresby, PNG

• Thursday Nov 7th
Celebrating 10 Years of Education in PNG at
Bethel Tabernacle of Praise from 6:00pm
• Friday Nov 8th
Family Celebration and Picnic
School Field from 9:00 am - Offical opening
at 10:00 am

TERM DATES TERM 2 finishes on this Friday 13th September and resumes on Tuesday 1st of October.
NEWSLETTER On Our Website

Our newsletters are posted on our website at: www.sunrisebethel.ac.pg

School Contact Information:
Phone: 3250 411
Email: Info@sunrisebethel.ac.pg
Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Sunrise-Bethel-Christian-School-324055100597/

Follow our new website: www.sunrisebethel.ac.pg

