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FROM THE PRINCIPAL  
October 16, 2019Recently my sister-in-law visited from Australia and she was 

very keen to visit the end of the Kokoda track. I have been there a few times now 
and always enjoy the stunning views across the valleys of the track.   

This time was different though.  When we arrived, there was a large group of 
women and men gathered, with children running around the top of the hill. The 
men and women were stacking wood and organising things around them, or 
sitting comfortably, relaxing and talking. 

As we walked around, we noticed that people were coming up the track and 
joining them.  On their backs were loads of wood for firewood, long branches for 
making a tent and small bags of belongings and food.  Some women also had 
young children and babies on top of their loads. We sat for a while and the 
people continued to come; some going back into the valley to gather more wood 
from the trees nearby.   

Towards the end of our time the lady pictured came up the track.  She was by 
far the oldest of the group – and perhaps had taken responsibility to come up at 
the end.  This lady appeared to stroll easily up the track.  It is very steep! We 
watched as she steadily and confidently moved towards those sitting on the 
ground and began to scold them!  As she was speaking, we could see people 
moving from their comfortable and relaxed positions to gather up the wood and 
their belongings. And they began to walk towards the road and up the next hill 
towards Ower’s Corner. We watched them trail off, with her in the lead.  

We found out later that she had told them not to be lazy and wait for the bus 
but get up and start walking.  They were heading towards a women’s convention 
that would occur that week. And she wanted to get there. She did not take a 
break, she just kept going. Step by step she was leading the way.  

I was incredibly challenged by this lady – and her steadfast stepping into what 
was before her, knowing where she wanted to go and how to get there. She may 
have come up the track towards the end of the group, but she certainly led the 
way slowly and surely, and the others followed.  

Psalm 17:5 says “My steps have held to your path; my feet have not 
stumbled. The picture of this lady will always be linked to this verse in my mind.  
She held fast to the path ahead of her and did not stumble.  I hope that she had 
a wonderful women’s conference, and that God honoured her steps, holding to 
the path and leading others so that they did not stumble.  
 
This week is the last week for our Grade 8 students and next week they sit their 
exams.  We pray that the path they have been on this year will lead them to 

successful results in their exams. We are very proud of them and the progress they have made throughout 
their studies.  They are outstanding ambassadors for our school.  
There are many events occurring over this term, and we want to thank the school community for your 
enthusiasm and support.  Please take note of any notices that come home and please keep a check on the 
calendar. 
 
 
Rebekah Cook 
Principal 

Friday 18th October THIS WEEK - Dedication Morning – Grade 8 Assembly 
Monday to Thursday 21- 24th October – Grade 8 Exams   
Thursday 7th November – 10th Anniversary (early dismissal) 6 pm start  
Friday 8th November 10th Anniversary Family Picnic Day – LATE Start – 9:00 am.  
Thursday 21ST November - Grade 8 Graduation Dinner 
Friday 22nd November  - New Students Visit 
Thursday 28th November – Class Party – Early Dismissal - Graduation Service 

Events 
for 

Term 4 
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Container from Australia 
You probably noticed the container that arrived during the last week of Term 3!  We were very excited for its arrival 
as it held many of the things we need to build the building that the Grade 9 and 10 classes will occupy.  
  
All of the items were unloaded in record time – thanks to many helpers and have been stored around the property.  
Along with building materials we received: library trolleys (now being used in many classrooms), guitars that have 
been well used already, a lot of textbooks for secondary classes, readers and class sets of reading books. There 
were stationery items and book covers for exercise books from Sunrise Whyalla. We also received sewing machines 
for our Home Economics classes, sewing materials and haberdashery items, furniture for the school units and 
replacement white goods to replace those that have broken over time. Mr. Cook was excited to find a petrol mower 
and a ride-on mower and other garden tools that can be used to keep our property looking good. We were also 
given some science materials and office items. There were sporting items, including table tennis tables – one of 
which has been put together and is beginning to be used.  There were educational games and construction toys that 
will be very well used by all of our classes. Additionally, we received new library shelving that will be installed next 
year, and library book ends for school libraries. And a stack of new furniture, whiteboards and shelving for our new 
classrooms from a generous school were also included.   
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INDEPENDENCE DAY 
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Independence Day Celebrations were held on the last 
day of Term 3 and were once again a joyous occasion.  
Classes presented items about the history of Papua New Guinea, 
sang songs and joined together in dance.  
 
The students and staff all dressed in Papua New Guinea colours and 
came together as one nation, all with different stories that have 
brought us here, but one nation together.  
 
The singing of Together We Can by Jamie-Lee Renagi Va'a was a 
particularly special time as the words rang out from the students and 
guests: 

I am stronger, 
I am faster 

I am better than yesterday 
 

No weapon formed against 
Me shall prosper 

‘Cause I am  
Papua New Guinea 

The assembly concluded with the National Anthem and flags waving, 
to celebrate all that Papua New Guinea represents. We were all very 
proud of our heritage that makes us Papua New Guinean.  

The Grade 7 class have been practicing how to make salusalus ready for our guests who are coming 
for the 10th Anniversary.  We have 20 visitors coming from Australia, as well as honoured guests from PNG. 
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The Grade One students are very good at using 
counters to help work out solutions for their maths 
problems.  Using counters helps them to see their maths 
questions in a concrete way, and not just as abstract 
numbers on a page. It is powerful learning!  

Staff Professional Development 
During the holidays the staff met once again 
for professional development.  Joining us 
were the staff of the school from Edai Town, 
the ELMS team from Bethel Centre and the 
Pre-school Teacher Training students.   
Our topic was literacy, reminding us all of 
how literacy works together.  All the different 
aspects of Reading, Writing, Speaking, word 
structure and meaning come together to be 
communication forms.  We need all of them 
to be successful communicators.  
During the day we also had our first look at 
the Seven Steps of Writing program and 
some of our classes have already begun to 
use these resources in lessons, with 
outstanding results.  

Seven Steps of Writing – Examples from Grade 6 of some “Sizzling Starts” 
 
A Sizzling Start is where a story begins in the middle of the action ( and not with “I got out of bed in the morning!) 
 
Examples of the Grade 6 class work: 
 
Title: Almost Getting Caught 
“Jackson!  The police are after us, what will we do? Where will we go?” 
“I don’t know Sarah; I can still hear the police siren” 
“I can see the police car searching for us.  I can smell the engine smoke, and it’s making me scared”, said 
Sarah. 
“I don’t want to go back to our foster parents.” 
 
Title: Moments in the Hospital 
Sick!  Tired of staying in the hospital.  I should live now.  Why should I be here doing nothing but staying in pain?  
 
Title: The Big Boom! 
Rocks and lava flying here and there. It’s raining fire in the air. I was at Mount Magma, part of a search and 
rescue operation. We were sent by a secret rescue society called S.R.S. 
 
Title: The Best Government  
Chaos was in the parliament.  Leaders were shouting angrily, and the head of the parliament tried his best to 
calm them down.  But they understood each other because they were doing it for the love of county and people.  
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School Uniform 
Our school uniform identifies our students as belonging to  
Sunrise Bethel Christian School.  It shows that they are part of our community. 
Each child represents our school when they are wearing their uniform. 
We ask that you make sure your children’s uniforms are in good condition and is 
well kept. The uniform should be worn correctly.  
 
Wearing a hat at recess and lunch time is part of the uniform requirement at 
Sunrise Bethel Christian School. Please ensure that your children have a named 
Sunrise Bethel Christian School hat to wear.  
 
There are number of students who are not wearing the correct school shoes to 
school. Please check shoes and socks.  
 

Global Handwashing Day  
Last Friday it was Global Handwashing Day.  Our students spent some time being reminded of the 
correct procedure for washing hands, watched videos about why we wash our hands and had fun 
singing the handwashing song as they washed their hands.    

NEW SCHOOL 
PHONE NUMBER 

ph 325 0411 

Wash your hands for at least 20 
seconds - the time it takes to sing 
the Happy Birthday song twice! 
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TENTH 
ANNIVERSARY 
SHIRTS 
The Tenth Anniversary Shirts 
will be handed out just before 

the anniversary, as they arrive at the school just a few 
days before. It will take a day or so to sort them, so 
please be patient.  We will deliver them to you as soon 
as possible.   
 

10
years of 
Sunrise Bethel 
Christian 
School  

Jo
in

 u
s 

in 
Cele

brating and Refl ecting on

November 7th-8th
in Port Moresby, PNG

• Thursday Nov 7th
Celebrating 10 Years of Education in PNG at 

Bethel Tabernacle of Praise from 6:00pm

• Friday Nov 8th 
Family Celebration and Picnic 

School Field from 9:00 am - Offical opening 
at 10:00 am

GRADE 9  
ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
 
We are pleased to announce to you, that Sunrise 
Bethel Christian School will be going ahead with Grade 
9 in 2020, and Grade 10 in 2021.   

In the coming weeks you will start to see the 
beginnings of a new building at the far of end the field 
that will house 5 classrooms and will include specialty 
spaces such as a science facility. There will be 
classrooms for several Grade levels and a toilet block.  

 


