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A CREATIVE TEAM TAKES CUES FROM 
THE PAST TO REINVENT A CHICAGO 
ROW HOUSE FOR A YOUNG FAMILY 
AND A NEW CENTURY PAY IT

FORWARD



limbing four levels and illuminated by a peaked sky-
light, a grand staircase was the only trace of an 
1890s Chicago row house’s glory days. But that was 
enough to ignite the imaginations of interior 

designer Michael Abrams and architect Kevin Toukoumidis. “My 
ability to see what the house could be started with that stair,” 
Toukoumidis says. “The stair is historic—this crafted piece of wood, 
the railings and treads, and then the opening of glass at the top. It 
was immensely beautiful.”

Sadly, not much else was when Matt and Teri Andresen bought 
the house. But the Andresens, parents of four children under the 
age of 15, needed the space the house offered and appreciated the 
location just a few blocks from their children’s school. 

The home was midway through a renovation when the Andre-
sens took ownership and turned to Abrams for help with finishing 
the project. “When we came to the table, a previous owner had 
tried to convert it from six apartments back to a single-family 
home,” Abrams says. “The house at this point was completely gut-
ted, nothing but studs and some mechanical, electrical, and plumb-
ing roughed in. Luckily, the staircase remained; otherwise, there 
was none of the original architecture.”  

Recognizing the project’s scope, Abrams recruited architect 
Toukoumidis. The nearly 11,000-square-foot house is in Chicago’s 
Gold Coast, so replacements and repairs were thoughtfully exe-
cuted to stay true to the neighborhood’s historic designs. High-
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Dining room A graphite-colored Murano 
glass chandelier from Donghia illuminates 
the room’s domed ceiling. 
Living room Armless leather chairs face a 
custom table in front of the new mantel 
and surround from Chesney’s Fireplaces.  
Stair bench A lamp original to the home—
and found in the previous owner’s 
garage—was refurbished and installed on 
the stair bench, also original to the house. 
Preceding pages A floating arrangement 
of matching leather chairs and a long 
sofa in the living room allows for traffic 
flow and plenty of seating near the baby 
grand piano in the bay window.



efficiency, curved-glass windows were custom-made for the 
house’s oriel-like front bay, replicating the originals. The lime-
stone facade, damaged by vines and neglect, was painstakingly 
cleaned and restored. 

To reflect the house’s elegant heritage, Abrams and Toukoumi-
dis brought in timeless materials and architectural elements—
hand-carved marble fireplace mantels, picture moldings on walls, 
10-inch-high baseboards, and decorative plaster ceilings. “We cre-
ated details that had traditional elements but with a clean style,” 
Abrams explains. “We didn’t want anything too froufrou.”

“Every detail mattered, whether it was the curve of the base-
board or the custom plaster ceiling in the salon,” Toukoumidis adds. 
“We worked to get those details right.” 

Elegant, yes, but not fussy. The Andresens wanted to respect 
the past, but the couple’s design sensibilities lean to the modern. 
And with four children, two dogs, and three turtles (who live in a 
tank in the first-level playroom), spaces had to be practical. 

“We wanted not just to renovate the house but to reinvent it. We 
didn’t want to re-create the old,” Toukoumidis says. “I think you 
have to nod to history, respect history, but I also think you need to 
create something more inventive, fresh, and exciting.”

That starts with evaluating how people will live in a house today, 
Abrams says. For the Andresens’ living room, where they often 
entertain, Abrams chose large-scale furnishings in keeping with 
the spacious room, but kept lines simple.  “Our approach was clean, 
tailored, and keeping things as timeless as possible,” the designer 
says. “Matt likes contrasts—lights and darks—so we used lots of 
white and black when we chose marble, wood, and paint colors.” 

Kitchen A large marble-topped island provides 
counter seating and divides the kitchen into 
efficient work zones. Backless stools are from 
Hickory Chair. Kitchen designer Mick De Giulio 
designed the stainless-steel hood, which seems  
to float in front of the marble backsplash. 
Homeowners Matt and Teri Andresen sit on  
a built-in bench, original to the house, on the 
second level, the home’s main living area.
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Salon A molded-plaster ceiling, a new fireplace 
surround from Chesney’s French Collection, and  
a silk rug play against walls painted in Benjamin 
Moore’s “Silhouette.” A graceful “Chloe” coffee 
table designed by Thomas Pheasant for Baker 
repeats the curves of the ceiling. 



BEFORE



Master bedroom Wall panels 
upholstered in a Donghia fabric 
anchor the bed and nightstands  
in the large room. A silk-and-wool-
blend area rug softens the space, 
and a Boyd light fixture adds a dose 
of modernity. Walls are “Chelsea 
Gray” from Benjamin Moore. 
Stairway Ornate balusters were 
repaired and painted white to 
restore the original staircase. 
Master bath Decorative plaster and 
mirrors set off the antique crystal 
chandelier. Tub and sink faucets are 
Kallista’s “Vir Stil” by Laura Kirar.
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Front exterior The circa-1898 limestone row house combines French and 
Italianate styles, architect Kevin Toukoumidis says. The designers planned 
for functionality, giving each floor a role: The first level houses the foyer 
and play areas; the second level has the living and dining rooms and 
kitchen; the third level is the master suite; and the fourth is the kids’ floor. 

A small salon off the living room is a study in contrasts, with a 
white decorative plaster ceiling, a white marble fireplace, and a 
white area rug, all enveloped by walls painted a rich brown with 
eggplant undertones. 

The kitchen is all about family. Kitchen designer Mick De Giulio 
used a large center island to create efficient traffic patterns and work 
zones. “They cook a lot, and they wanted a place for the kids to feel 
comfortable,” De Giulio says. A breakfast bar with refrigerator draw-
ers, a sink, and a dishwasher runs along a wall opposite the refrigera-
tor. “The kids can use that part of the kitchen without disturbing 
Teri in the main work zone,” De Giulio says. 

Throughout the project, the designers worked to bring natural 
light into the interiors—a challenge in a row house with buildings 
on each side. A charming oval window was inset into a dining room 
wall, and the skylight was restored and enhanced with backlighting 
so it can be illuminated at night, a feature Matt particularly likes.   

“We loved the opportunity to make the house our own, to decide 
all the details and make it the way we wanted it,” Matt says. Abrams 
and Toukoumidis share that enthusiasm. “We were so impas-
sioned with the history of this house and the quality,” Toukoumidis 
says. “We were trying to make this last another 100 years.” +
Architect: Kevin Toukoumidis   Interior designer: Michael Abrams

Kitchen designer: Mick De Giulio   For more information, see sources on page 118
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Boys’ room Custom-built 
bunk beds have a niche 
next to each bed for a 
reading light and alarm 
clock. Easy-care carpet 
tiles are from Flor. 


