Death
threats

alleged
by Kyle

By TOM HERNES

Associate Editor

Mayor Robert Kyle says his wife
Sarah has received a pair of death
threats this year during his cam
paign for re-election, but he has
not filed a report with police on ei-
ther of the incidents.

Kyle did not know the exact dates
when the anonymous threats were
made by telephane, but said one of
them was before the primary elec-
tion last May, and the second was
about a month ago

“I can tell you, to the best of my
knowledge, it was words to this ef-
fect — “that if vour husband
doesn’t stop talking about Terry
Abbett’s bankruptcy, we’ll either
rub you out or snuff you out.” I
don’t which word it was. I pound-
ed my wife to no end on that. She
g0t so upset with me because 1
wanted it verbatim.”

Abbett, the Republican mayoral
nominee, filed for bankruptcy 15
years ago after a failed attempt at
running a pair of Burger Dairy
convenience stores

Kyle said he never said anything
about Abbett’s bankruptcy. “1 have

fiever said one thing about Terry
Abbett,” Kyle said.

Abbett denies any involvement in
the calls, believing Kyle didn’t even
receive them He hopes it will not
make a difference in the outcome
of the Nov. 2 general election.

“It's a little bit shocking,” Abbett
said of the allegations, “but what
can [ do about it? People will want
to believe what they want to be-
lieve.”

Kyle said he didn’t blame Abbett
for the phone calls

“I never blamed Terry Abbett for
this,” Kyle declared. “And I'm still
not blaming him. He has a wife
and family too.”

Kyle said he left the decision
about going to the police up to his

(Turn to Page 2A, Col. 1)
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Beyond words

Haraid-Press photos by Chis Henderson (sbove),
Paui Siegtried (right)
Above, Hunckler twins Jason
(left) and Samson(right) cheer on
their Huntington North t
Friday at Kriegbaum Field. Right,
parents Frank and Missy Hunckler
use sign language to cheer prior to
the game.

Family bond based on communication

By PAUL SIEGFRIED
Sports Editor

t might be a telling glance or just the way
they walk in the house, but Missy Hunckler
knows when there's something wrong with
her boys.
Most of it's probably motherly instinct. Moms al-
| ways seem to know, and for Missy, the message
| comes through loud and clear.
| "Mom's smart, she knows everything," she says.
“I can tell when they are upset, I know when
something’s wrong. They might not feel like talk-
ing, but I know how to find the key and get them
to open up. We just have to communicate and be
supportive and help them out with their problems.
The main focus is communication. I want them to
be part of our life, and for us to be part of their
lives."
Communication might have been a very difficult

proposition in the Hunckler home, because Missy
is deaf and her husband, Frank, has limited hear-
ing even with the use of a hearing aid. What
might have been an obstacle for some families has
turned into the defining quality of this one.

Their oldest child, Sunni, is a junior at St. Mary s
College in South Bend. Twin sons Jason and Sam-
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Roanoke says,
again, finances
are in order

By JERRY HERTENSTEIN

Staff Writer

ROANOKE — “The town of
Roanoke is not broke, nor is it
near financial collapse.”

That statement concluded a four-
point message concerning the
town’s finances contained in a let-
ter addressed “to all residents and
taxpayers of the town of Roanoke”
and distributed Tuesday by Coun-
cilwoman Jean Ann Tribolet to 22
people attending a meeting of
Town Council. The letter is signed
by all five members of Town
Council

Although Tribolet said the letter
attempts to clear up questions
about the town’s finances as pre-
sented by Town Manager Dick
Smart at Town Council meetings
Sept. 7, Sept. 21 and Oct. 5, the
Town Council, Smart was appar-
ently not satisfied

“Is this council supporting me in
this position?” Smart asked Coun-
cil

Smart’s concerns had centered
on income and expenses, notably
in the water and sewer accounts

Clerk-Treasurer JoAnne Kirchner
and council members attempted
1o answer questions on the town's
finances during Town Council
meetings Sept. 21 and Oct. 5, but
Smart said Tuesday the issue was
“handled very poorly by this
council and people in the commu-
nity.”

“I have documented facts to back
up my concerns and I think my

has been d

son are seniors and football players at Hi gt
North, and while their personalities may be at op-
posite ends of the spectrum, they share the bond
of family.

“They have different interests, but when they're
home, they talk all the time,” says Frank. “They
keep us up to date with what's happening at
school or wherever Communication is the num-
ber one thing around here.”

The boys share one more trait: they are leaders,
on the football field, in the classroom, and be-
yond

(Turn to Page 7A, Col. 1)

Northern Indiana may outgrow its 219 code

FORT WAYNE, Ind. (AP) — Indiana regula-
tors are weighing a proposal from the telecom-
munications industry to create a second area
code to overlay the 219 area in northern Indi-
a

na,

If the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission
adopts the plan, new phone numbers through-
out the region eventually would have a differ-

ent area code.

Huntington House to get a
new look, thanks to grant

rest of the area would get a new code.

State regulators are investigating that idea
and other proposals that would split northern
Indiana into two or three geographic regions.
One region would keep 219; customers in the

Part of the reason is the proliferation of cell
phones, fax machines, pagers and tsompl{mr_s.

ger reason: Every time a local telephone com-
pany needs new numbers, the FCC gives it a
block of 10,000, even if far fewer are needed

Also, each new company providing local,
wireless or Internet service gets blocks of
10,000 numbers, even if it needs only need a
few hundred

of phone numbers go

But Federal C

Chairman William Kennard cites an even big-

As a result,
unused.

Smart said. “I have been left with
egg on my face apparently forev-

er
“I'have been putting information

Books show
balances in
accounts

Roanoke Clerk-Treasurer
JoAnne Kirchner said Wednes-
day that, through September,
the town’s water account shows
a balance of $115,202.05 and the |
sewer account $114,619.04

Those figures are actual bal- |
ances, Kirchner said. She ex- |
plained that budget estimates
are not made on water and sew- |
er accounts because they are not |

| tax based

Town Manager Dick Smart has |
questioned town incomes and |

| expenses, specifically in water |
and sewer accounts. |

Smart said his research
showed that from Jan. 1, 1996,
through April 1999, water ac-
count  expenses totaled

(Turn to Page 2A, Col. 4)

together all these weeks and have
offered and offered to answer any-
one’s questions,” Kirchner said.

Smart said his questioning fi-
nances “was never meant as a per-
sonal attack. I just want answers
to my questions. Is the council

pporting me in this posi ?
Not one council member has
called me and said let’s figure this
out.”

(Turn to Page 2A, Col. 4)

Smart: Higher salary
will show he’s the boss

By JERRY HERTENSTEIN
Staff Writer

ROANOKE — Town Manager Dick Smart on Tuesday presented the
Town Council a list of salary comparisons between the annual wages of
d d in i

in th Indi-

ang

town
ai

na
“It's my hope you might reconsider your thought process of your last

salary evaluation,” Smart said. His comment was in reference to a spe-
cial Sept. 30 Town Council meeting held for evaluating town employees

and setting salaries for the year 2000.

Although the council has yet to pass a salary ordinance for 2000, the
council agreed at its Sept. 30 meeting to grant Smart a 5.25 percent wage

increase elevating his yearly salary

m $29,120 to $30,648. The council

also granted a 525 percent increase for Town Superintendent Paul
Swain, raising his salary to $16.78 an hour from $16.13.

(Turn to Page 2A, Col. 4)

Staff Writer

Villanueva earns
Merit recognition

By SANDRA WILEY

By JUDY FITZMAURICE
Staff Writer

Hun House, the temporary shelter at 576
William s, wllllbe closed for !gn next several week:
while renovations are made to the inside of the facili-

Funds from the $25,000 rehabilitation grant, ap-
Plied for in the fall of 1997, were released urly'l}:;
year, explained Jeff Valends, director of specializ
services

with Community and Family Services. %

two children. ¢

“We're going to try to stay here as much as possi-
ble,” Hamilton said, “but we'll probably have to stay
somewhere for a few nights when they shut the wa-
ter off to work on the plumbing. Comfort Inn has
told us they will let us stay there for half price,” she
said. “We really appreciate that.” _

Eighteen students from Huntington College work-
ing through the Joe Mertz Center for Volunteer Ser-
vice helped move most of the furnishings out of
¥ House day morning,

Renovations to the facility will include exp
the upstairs hathroom ..:.7! renovating the down-
Stairs bathroom, Valends said. “The bathrooms are

uate for the number of people going through

“Shelving and storage will be added throughout
h”'."ﬂ! lhcmu.l.md lumbing systems will
R ceilings th t most of the house

as an energy saving measure, the liv-
"“"/’N:ﬁﬁm area will get new carpet and all

r of B
; ,’"v-o}mnmmmotmfmmywmm

SENIOR LIFESTYLES ...

¢ “All the furniture upstairs and most of the furniture
downstairs has been taken out. All that's left is one
chair, the TV and the computer in the living room
and my bed,” said Hamilton. “The volunteers '[mm
the college did a great job — they got it all done.”
Hamilton says the rehabilitation grant will alleviate
a lot of future problems. “This grant gives us the
peace of mind of knowing that pretty much every-
thing is fixed that needs fixing All the major things
are done and we won't need to worry about any big

(Turn to Page 2A, Col. 3)
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Huntington College freshmen Sharon
Rich, left, from South Bend, and Rebecca
Schmit from Uniondale, both from the joe
Mertz Center for Volunteer Service, help re-
move furniture from Huntington House Sat-
urday so the facility can be renovated.

Hunm\ﬁt‘on North High School senior Andrew Vil-
lanueva has been named a Commended Student in

the 2000 National Merit Scholarship Program.
Principal Van Bailey will present a letter of com-
mendation from the school and the National Merit
ip C which the pro-

4

‘am.
gl‘Vlllanueva is the son of Ray and Linda Villanueva,
846 North St.

Some 34,000 commended students throughout the
nation are being recognized for their ex aca-
demic promise. Although they will not continue in
the competition for Merit Scholarship awards to be
offered next spring, commended students placed

among the top 5 percent of more than 1 mi stu-
dents who entered the 2000 Merit p: by taking
the 1998 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholar-

ship Qualifying Test.
The young men and women named commended

students have \8
potential by their high performance in the extremely
(Tumn to Page 2A, Col. 4)
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(Continued from Page 1A)
OPPOSITE PERSONALITIES

The differences between the twins started literally at
birth. Frank and Missy didn't know they were having

twins.

“We just thought it was one big baby.” says Missy
Jason was the first born, and was undersize at four
Samson was born at a robust six pounds.

The name Jason had already been picked out, but
when there were two babies, Frank and Missy needed
another name. They wanted to keep the "-son” suffix,
so after two days, the larger baby was given the name
Samson.

Frank says they fiy Samson would always be
the bigger of the boys. Like just about every thing
else, things turned out opposite of expectations

Samson is brown-eyed and brown-haired, standing
about 5-11 and 167 pounds. Jason has blonde hair and
blue eyes, and is 6-2 and 207 pounds. Suffice it to say,
they aren't identical twins.

“When we were little, about the only thing that was
the same were our clothes. They dressed us up in the
same things,” says Samson. “Since we were little,
we've always picked up on different things. We did a
lot of things together, but some lhmg\ he was better

Since they were babies, they've each liked different
foods and even eaten in different ways. For instance,
Samson likes to dunk his Oreo cookies in milk, while
Jason puts all the cookies in a glass, pours milk over
‘them and eats them with a spoon.

“Disgusting,” says the dunker.

But each respects the oth-
er, with communication the
key to mutual understand-

ing.
“"He's very diverse,” says
Jason of Samson. “For five
minutes, he could be rag-
ging on you, then the next
minute he can turn around
and be laughing with you.
Most days he's my best
friend, although there are
some days I just want to be
Aw-y from him. He's a
He's somebody
Lok up to and talk

]uu\ spends his winter

-

the

mmmmhﬁdd.)nmﬁmp;ndym
gemﬂvu,vmlklmsnmpmhekm
“When there's no pressure, Jason just cannot sit still.
I can sit there and not move,” says “But
wha\ﬂuenpl_unhhmlgmnunuum.]lson
anﬂalndyd\m@nallhullvegotbkupmv-
ing or I'll go insane with my own thoughts.”

The situation is reversed in the the classroom, where Ja-
m-hu!hlunlbemcdmedomtheschwl

"lnmmslnuhmldwnyin-ybbcmvolved“
-yljlsa\.'lanmmmdumforwmmuum
myﬂmmbuhmyUShmaryth-every
mh«maﬂd I'had my hand up. I always
t1 knew the right answerPeople wonder
whatl'm to say next. When we have class dis-
ways the predominant speaker, be-
an-lwambszlmylwona\um.

Like all brothers, there's a level of competitiveness
and often scuffles between the two.
“When I was little, I used to punch Jason and he'd
crymdphmbdw&m'lwdnhhd

and not make a sound, be-
uulhwd\emldnlwmlldlaﬂmhl
ml‘dmdonnhmhnlmm“h‘?e
everything had blown over." .

m!lmu--u

T
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rylldu;’:yﬁchm
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Heraid-Preas protos by Chris Henderson

Missy and Frank Hunckler watch from the stands as their sons Jason and Samson play during last Friday’s Huntington North football

game at Kriegbaum Field.

things out. They're still doing it now."

There are times when the boys would try to take ad-
vantage of their mother s deafness

1 try to get away with playing loud music once in a
while, but my mom can feel it,” says Jason. “Some-
times when [ have an argument with my mom and I
don't want to listen to it, I'll just turn my head away,
and that's like a big insult. We try to get away with
things, but we usually get caught "

“She always knows,” adds Samson.

FamiLy MATTERS

Both Frank and Missy come from large families
Frank is from Huntington and has seven sisters and
two brothers. Missy has 10 brothers and sisters, seven
of whom are deaf

She works at the post office, while Frank works at
ITT in Fort Wayne as a systems tester.

mated for Frank, Missy, Samson and Jason.

They met first at St. Rita’s School for the Deaf in
Cincinnati. Both went on to Gallaudet University in
Washington, D.C,, a university for deaf and hard-of-
hnnngnudmu'l‘hzywmmnedmlm

Two years earlier, Frank bought an old farmhouse in
rural Huntington County. He worked to rebuild the
house, and even though some of the angles of door-
ways or trim aren't straight, the uniqueness added a
rervullourjusl’rmklndeywmlm

'l'herummg!hnguped‘l in this house. There's a
spirit around here,” says Frank. “It's our house, and
that's all that matters.”

The house is host to many family gatherings, and
with all the aunts and ltclnmlkefounu-
cous time.

“Yo those together, it’s just joke after joke,

u” ‘uzmnrw‘::ver uys]nan.
umdlhdlm-rhbh express
Mdum’uﬁuﬂhm‘hﬂwlomm-

First with Sunni, and then the boys, 'Hd-

uwmuﬂmmw'ﬂ—
mwwhleMuynpe«hwn

Mhuﬂm&mkwnnbhbmdmh

ﬁmnl sign language, she was instru-
l-ﬂhhmh!in;formboysmdhlpmguum
learn sign ge as well.

“Samson p it up very well, but Jason depended
on Sunni longer to inferpret things,” says Missy. “Both
dn\-nhrudv«yhhbauuu&xmiwnuean-
hdhmnmunhuon

the boy to ther-
.,u Ty Svantialy ansess Hustinge Cabole
d-n-mry -dm{ and also went to Northwest El-

ementary before attending Crestview Middle School.
'Abtdumlunumcnadywnn, says Sam-
I could retain information a lot quicker, just
ﬁnmﬂ-hdlhdl—mdltmhngmgundh&\-

Bhoto by Paul Siegined
While watching a college football game at the Hunckler home, conversation gets ani-

:30 p.m. + Opening Night » Oct. 23rd
W&m in the United Hockey League

-mmw.MAwmm

glish language at the same time. We both excelled at a
lot of subjects.”

Social education was just as important, says Frank.

‘We would take them to Fort Wayne with us and
they'd meet other deaf parents who had children. We
wanted them to see what kind of children they had,
and they could learn from each other,” he says. “We
encouraged them to socialize with people, not just
from Huntington. We told them not to be afraid, not
to make judgment calls. There's nothing special about
it. What's important is communication.”

As they learned sign language and spent time with
other families with deaf members, the children
learned about differences in people, and not just
whether they had the ability to hear or not.

“When they go visit Missy s family in Ohio, they
sign differently,” says Frank. “There’s more body lan-
guage, more expression. When we go;n Fon‘n\:.svim
1t's more of a straight of signing. Jason m-
o w::n learned different ways
people sign, and it was a very
rich experience.

“There was a man who never
moved his lips and was
straight-faced. It was very
challenging for Samson, be-
cause he was used to a lot of
body language. It was a chal-

lenge.
The challenge added to the

rning process.
“It's like an accent,” sa
Samson. “You not only
adjust to their style, but you
have to express your style to
them. It's kind of neat to
watch people at parties with
deaf le and see a number
ofd rentcmvemnons
ing on ly’s dif-
fera\lsryle You admire that
because everybody under-
stands that everyone's dealing
with something a little bit dif-
ferent. It makes no difference
to them, because they under-
stand completely.”

boys have also devel-

their own personalities
s s
G g e
'hlan'-mﬂtdnhger
speller, and | use a lot, I\hkolﬂrnghl
vmn!.ﬂveﬁg& " says “Talways puta lot
of it, trying to d'.clla&xum
We ly have our own
Smumny:hew-ablebgnhnbdium
standing of people by the way they comm

wi
Wmdmwopk,n‘smi\mmbums
language,” he says. “Jason and [ excel nuudmgbon{v
language. Someafeurfmndlhlten.beausewed-
ways know when something's wrong. But they don't
mind it, because we're always there to help. We may
not know the reason something's wrong, but we can
sense it."
ﬂmsepnnegtwme&tzdbd\efamﬂynwzﬂ,]uﬂ
as mom s able to tell when the boys have a problem,
jnmnnd&msmdmwlhmwlthuchmhs.
we can just look at each other and know
something’s up,” says Jason.
As each of the learned more about human
dlvasﬂyandmpev:thullpooﬁn.&uemohm
to educate others,
you're in a grocery store, sometimes you'll hear
lmlehdnuysomeﬂﬁmnboulhmmdy:fumy
mom’s voice, they might say she has a weird voice.
Ywmdimmmllnhmmnﬂhmmﬁ
uumylgrewuLnny-Samm'WhmMody
does have a prob!
them about it and make them realize it's not as big of
adeal as were making it.
“Jason and waho{mpmwhumwep.md
a lot of people want to learn more about lan-
meorelboulourp-mb of
wmmh\owlnwhulkto!hdfmbm
there's a barrier between

A FoorsarL FamiLy

When Jason and Samson started pl sports in
school, especially at Huntington N Frank and
Missy wanted to join the parents’ groups who plan
events for players like pregame meals and decoration
of the stadium.

“The parents are very good with us,” says Missy.
“The first year we weren't too sure because of the
communication barrier. This year there's more recog-

“nition and they call us and we have a lot of input. We
want to be involved and help out with cheering and
food and do what we can.”

They cheer along with the rest of the Viking fans,

igning each letter as the chant spells out V-I-K-I-N-
G-S. Frank helps Missy get on the beat.

The bond between parents and children breaks
through even the din of a Friday night football game.
“We can talk to them on the field from all the way
up in the stands,” says Missy. “Parents ask 'How can
you talk to your son like that? I can’t even get my
son's attention. One mother said she wished she
could talk to her son, but it's too loud. But when [

yell, Jason can feel it, Samson can feel it.

Like at home, if the boys hear their parents’ call,
they know it's important.

“Thear alot of people yelling, but I can always tell
when my parents are yelhng It grabs my attention
right away,” says Samson know they have some-
thing to say'to me."

‘THE MAKING OF LEADERS

A willingness to speak their minds helped the boys
quickly become leaders in school. They've polished
their leadership roles beyond rallying a team on a
football field to the point where they can inspire oth-
ers.

“We have a chapel service before every home game
and Brett Hoopingarner and I were selected to give
the senior talk,” says Samson. “In my talk, I told them
that to be a leader, you've got to lead yourself first.
That's what my dad taught me. Every team we've
played for, we've always been leaders by example.
Not so much by words or inspiration, but by exam-
ple. Keep your head up and fight through it.

"I told everyone at the chapel that there's not just
four lead leader in
Mﬂvs.YouhavewleldymnsdimbenHew
lead the team, and everybody 's capable of doing
that. You've got to step up and accept the fact that
ymahvethe:bahtylndom Don't sit back and
to motivate you. Motivate your-

Retreat Team through SS hhmd?ul
Church that meets for six weekends a year. Samson
says Jason is a dynamic
wm]amspulu,peopkhshfrheyh\awln‘-
either going to say something goofy, or something in-
tdupt.ht he's mmhmg-mnlemlhar
face,” he says. "People love to hsten to Jason talk.
He's the kind of person that when he talks, even
whemightmdwnyshnnﬂ!r@lmm
uy.lt‘nlwnyswmethmg will make you listen
mybemnﬁvanywwngueotwbmn
least give some input.
&mhwhmmmmmpn
thnUnl Ball State is also an op-

P“J‘lyo‘:sp‘mnumsu;“mu-

h-' Inﬂnuﬂm tSt. ‘s, and
,“10 dq-e atSt. Mary
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football season, closing the door
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travel the maze.

1 3 - i 7
“Cornfusmn”
Adams County's Giant, 3.5 acre corn field maze
It’s A-maze-ing!
*Bushels of fun for families,
business or school groups to

+Solve the
m‘:h
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