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Summary	

How do you instill an ongoing love of nature in children? One good way is to just take them outdoors and 
show them the wonders underfoot. But you can also pique their curiosity and make them want to spend 
time outdoors by sharing a book that shows them what they might discover. 

In The Secret Pool, science writer Kimberly Ridley and illustrator Rebekah Raye combine their talents to 
show what a puddle in the woods might hold—it could be a vernal pool, teeming with life! The poetic 
voice of the pool invites the reader to look carefully, sidebars reveal fascinating facts, and Rebekah’s 
superbly detailed paintings open up the surprising world of these important wetlands. You might walk right 
past a vernal pool and miss all the action—but not if you stop and look!  

The Secret Pool will help inspire classroom discussions about: 

• What is a wetland? 
• Is there a wetland near your school? What animals and plants live in the wetland? 
• Why are wetlands important to animals? To people? 
• What are the threats to wetlands? How can people help preserve them? 
• What is a habitat? Look outside around your school or in a park or conservation land and find 

another kind of habitat, such as a dead tree or a field. Who lives here? How does it change in each 
season? What other animals need different habitats at different points of their lives? 

Before	You	Read	

Background	
What is a wetland? 
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What are the threats to wetlands? 
What is a habitat? 
How do habitats change with the different seasons? 
 

Access	Prior	Knowledge:	
 

• What do frogs eat? 
• Where do they live in the summer? 
• What happens to little animals like frogs and salamanders in the winter? 

 

After	You	Read	

Activities:	

Signs of Spring	

A vernal pool is a sign of spring. List other signs of spring in your neighborhood.  

The Seasons of a Vernal Pool 

Fold a piece of paper in quarters and label it with the four seasons. In each quarter/season, list what's 
happening in a vernal pool. Spring will have the most action, and fall and winter the least.  

Listen to the Frogs!  

Find recordings of frogs: spring peepers, wood frogs, toads and other amphibians and compare them. Send 
a note home to parents and invite them to graph the dates when kids first hear wood frogs and spring 
peepers.  

Compare Sizes 

Use the illustration on page 4 of the ruler, creatures, and oak leaf to compare sizes of fairy shrimp, wood 
frog, and spotted salamander. Find something in the classroom that is the same size as a fairy shrimp, a 
wood frog, a spotted salamander, and an oak leaf.  

Rhyming Words, Cool Words, and Special Words 

Find the pairs of rhyming words on each spread. Find the "cool" words: shimmer, twinkly, frilly, willy-
nilly, ker-plunk. Use the glossary at the end and find the words in the main text of the book  

Who’s Who? 

List all of the animals found in the illustrations in the book. Don't forget the humans! Can you find them? 
Write each animal's name on a card and sort into categories, such as:  



• where they live (water, land, air, underground, etc.) 
• type (amphibian, mammal, insect, etc.) 
• diet (carnivore, herbivore, omnivore) 
• predator or prey 

Pick Your Favorite and Learn More 

Pick your favorite animal in the book and do more research, such as finding out how long they live, where 
they live, and their role in the forest/ecosystem.  

Listen and Look 

Listen: Choose a place to listen outside for 10 minutes. Write down every sound you hear. What are the 
sounds you hear outside your school? How many are made by animals? What kind of animals?  
Look: What other animals and plants do you see from your listening spot?  

Looking Up Close 

Look at water from a vernal pool or pond with a microscope. What do you see? Draw what you see.  

If a Salamander Was Telling This Story . . .  

This story is told from the point of view of a vernal pool. How would the book be different if it were told 
from the point of view of one of the animals? Choose one page and tell the story from the point of view of a 
creature.  

Find a Vernal Pool 

Contact your local conservation commission to see if there are vernal pools in your town. (In Maine, you 
can contact the Maine Vernal Pools Mapping Project.) Visit the pool in fall, winter, and spring and write 
down what is happening.  

• Draw what you see. 
• Imagine what could be happening that you might not be seeing (insects and eggs under the leaf 

litter, wood frogs hibernating, etc.). 
• Are there any clues in fall that this could be a vernal pool? 
• Do you see any signs of animal life? 
• Learn about the trees and plants that might grow near vernal pools. 

Further	Reading	(optional)	
 
Other titles by Kimberly Ridley 
The Secret Bay 
Extreme Survivors 
 
Other titles by Rebekah Raye: 
The Secret Bay 



The Very Best Bed 
Thanks to the Animals 
Swimming Home 
Bare-ly there 
 
Other titles in the Tilbury House Science/Nature/Environment Series: 
The Secret Bay 
Extreme Survivors 
Catching Air 
City Fish, Country Fish 2/e 
The Secret Galaxy 
The Pier at the End of the World 
Swimming Home 
Soda Bottle School 
Shelia Says We’re Weird 
Before We Eat 
Under the Night Sky 
Sea Soup, Zooplankton 
Saving Birds 
Riparia’s River 
Puffin Project 
Life Under Ice 
Bear-ly There 
Eye of the Whale 
Coming Soon: 

Ana and the Sea Star 
Bees in the City 
Don’t Mess With Me: The Strange Life of Venomous Sea Creatures 
Moth and Wasp, Soil and Ocean 
The Acadia Files 

Internet	Resources		
 
You may find the following Internet resources helpful as your students continue to 
explore vernal pools. 
 
Upper Susquehanna Coalition 
Home page for the Upper Susquehanna Coalition.  Good photos of the animals and 
pools. 
http://www.u-s-c.org/html/vernalpools.htm 
 
Maine Vernal Pools 
http://vernalpools.me/AddResources.html 


