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Outrage, after 
Phoenix police 
shoplifting 
response
June 18, 2019

The mayor of Phoenix apologized and 
called a community meeting for this 
week amid public anger over a viral 
video taken May 27th showing police 
pointing a gun at the parents of a 4-
year-old child over allegations she 
shoplifted a doll.

 
1-1. The mayor of Phoenix                                                                                                                     
1-2. after video of police                                                                                                                          

2-1. The chaotic scene captured on neighbors' cell phones shows Phoenix police                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-2. with his pregnant fiancé and two young children in the car,                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

DRAVON AMES, saying:
"I thought he was going to shoot us. 
I'm just trying to protect my family, and I thought like being calm with someone who's ready to 
shoot me is the best way out of that situation to make it.  Survive, so that we can survive it.”

3. Dravon Ames and fiancé Iesha Harper said they weren't aware her four-year old daughter               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-1. Video shows officers confronting the family,                                                                                   
4-2. yelling at the adults to put their hands up,                                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5-1. The footage shows Iesha Harper                                                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
5-2. carrying her one-year old daughter                                                                                                   
5-3. while another officer                                                                                                                         
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6. Phoenix mayor Kate Gallego wrote on Twitter Saturday                                                                                                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7. She apologized to the family                                                                                                                         

8-1. A lawyer representing the couple said the officers                                                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
8-2. false arrest,                                                                                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

9. In a letter to the city last week, he said the family                                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10. Police have launched                                                                                                                            

[Vocabulary]

⬜issue: to announce something, or to give something to people officially
・The banks have issued a warning that charges are likely to rise sharply.

⬜issue an apology:
⬜spark: to make something happen, especially something involving violence or angry feelings
・The protests were sparked by the firing of two restaurant employees.

⬜outrage: a strong feeling of anger and shock at something that you feel is wrong or unfair 
・The proposal sparked outrage among local people.

⬜lawsuit: a case that a court of law is asked to decide involving a disagreement between two 
people or organizations
・The victim filed a lawsuit against the company.

⬜chaotic: happening in a confused way and without any order or organization
・The situation at the border was chaotic, with thousands of refugees arriving every day.

⬜capture: to record an event in a movie or photograph
・What happened to him was captured on videotape.

⬜curse: to use offensive or impolite language
・He looked at his watch, cursed, and ran for a taxi.

⬜alleged: claimed to be true, even though this has not been proved
⬜theft: the crime of stealing. Someone who commits this crime is called a thief
・There have been a lot of thefts recently.

⬜dollar store: variety store; A retail store that carries a large variety of usually inexpensive 
merchandise
⬜allegedly: if someone allegedly does something, another person says that they have done it, even 
though this has not been proved
・The second incident allegedly occurred in the spring of 1992.
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⬜family dollar store: an American variety store chain. With over 8,000 locations in all states 
except Alaska, Hawaii, Oregon and Washington, it is the second largest retailer of its type in the 
United States.
⬜confront: to go close to someone in a threatening way
・The guard on duty was confronted by an armed man.

⬜pull a gun: to draw a gun and threaten one with it 
・The mugger pulled a gun on me and told me to give him all my money.

⬜put up one's hands: to raise one's hands 
⬜fail to do something: used about actions or plans; to not do something expected
・She failed to give any explanation for her actions.

⬜comply: to obey a rule or law, or to do what someone asks you to do
・I complied with her request.

⬜footage: Part of a cinema or television film recording a particular event.
・Video footage for a number of documentary projects

⬜handcuff: shackle that consists of a metal loop that can be locked around the wrist; usually used 
in pairs
⬜Kate Gallego: (born 1981/1982) is an American politician from the state of Arizona, serving as 
the 61st mayor of Phoenix. Prior to being elected mayor, she served on the Phoenix City Council 
from 2013 to 2018. Gallego is a member of the Democratic Party.
⬜feel sick: to feel very upset
・I feel sick about what happened.

⬜community meeting:
⬜represent: to speak or act officially for another person, group, or organization
・Ambassador Albright will represent the United States at the ceremony.

⬜battery: the act of beating someone or something with successive blows; the crime of hitting 
someone; the unlawful act of causing minor physical harm or offense to someone 
・He was arrested for battery after he hit his manager several times on the head with a large 

flashlight.
⬜unlawful: contrary to or prohibited by or defiant of law 
・The jury returned a verdict of unlawful killing.

⬜imprisonment: the punishment of being put into prison. The punishment of life imprisonment 
means that someone will be kept in prison for many years, possibly until they die 
・He was sentenced to four months’ imprisonment for possession of cocaine.

⬜false: not true
・The report was dismissed as totally false.

⬜false arrest: an arrest not justifiable under law
・He's suing the police for false arrest.

⬜infliction: an act causing pain or damage; forcing someone to experience something very 
unpleasant: 
・‘the repeated infliction of pain’

◻distress: a feeling that you have when you are very unhappy, worried, or upset
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・We could see the teacher's distress when we didn't study. 

⬜emotional distress: a highly unpleasant emotional reaction (as anguish, humiliation, or fury) 
which results from another's conduct and for which damages may be sought
⬜violation: an action that is in opposition to a law, agreement, principle, etc.
・When a burglar picks the lock on your door, that's a violation of your property.

⬜civil rights: the basic rights that all people in a society should have, for example the right to be 
treated fairly by the law, the right to express their ideas, and the right to practice their religion
・the civil rights movement of the 1960s

⬜settle: to end an argument by making an agreement; to end a legal disagreement by the decision 
of a court or by making an agreement
・The case was settled out of court for an undisclosed amount.

⬜case: a crime that the police are trying to solve; a legal matter that will be decided in a court 
・The case involved charges of police corruption.

⬜settle the case: to end a dispute before the end of a trial
・The case was settled out of court.

⬜launch: to start a major activity such as a military attack, a public investigation, or a new career 
or project  
・The police just launched an investigation into the mysterious disappearance of several families in 

the neighborhood.
⬜investigation: the process of trying to find out all the details or facts about something in order to 
learn who or what caused it or how it happened
・Police conducted a thorough investigation of the incident. 
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