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Conservative 
landslide in 
UK election: 
exit polls

December 13, 2019

Votes are still being counted but initial exit polls suggest that British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson and his Conservative Party have swept the national election, with a commanding 
majority to push his Brexit deal through parliament once and for all.

"We're looking at the Conservative majority of 86."

1. Exit polls suggest that Britain's Conservative Party                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. If true                                                                                                                                       
2-2. and with it, the momentum in parliament he's previously lacked                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3-1. Votes are still being counted                                                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. about 368 seats in Westminster                                                                                               

4-1. Jeremy Corbyn and his opposition Labour Party,                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. was projected                                                                                                                          

5. Smaller parties are filling out the rest                                                                                         
 
6. This is an outright victory for the Conservatives around what, for many voters,                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
　Brexit, Brexit, Brexit.

7. Get Brexit Done:                                                                                                                        

8. Labour, though,                                                                                                                           
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9-1. Corbyn’s platform attempted to energize the most left wing of his party                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
9-2. nationalize certain industries                                                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10. On Brexit, he simply promised to remain neutral                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

11-1. The smaller Liberal Democrats party, which                                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

11-2. also looks to have failed -                                                                                                                    

12. This is the third election                                                                                                          

13. Exit polls suggest it may have been                                                                                            
                              

[Vocabulary]
◻Conservative: someone who is not willing to accept much change, especially in the 
traditional values of society; an adherent or advocate of political conservatism; a person 
who has conservative ideas or opinions
・He was considered a conservative in his approach to Catholic teachings.

・It was not until the 1980s, when conservative jurists began to take seats on the Supreme 

Court, that the debate really began in earnest.
◻polls: the place where people vote  
・at the polls

・The polls have only just closed.

◻exit polls: a poll taken (as by news media) of voters leaving the voting place that is 
usually used for predicting the winners; An exit poll is a survey in which people who have 
just voted in an election are asked which candidate they voted for.
・Almost 80% of American Jews who cast ballots in the 2018 midterm election voted for 

Democrats, according to a CNN exit poll.
・Exit polls showed Mr Ventura was backed by supporters of all ages.

◻score: to make (a score) in a game or contest; to succeed, to achieve a success; to keep a 
record
・He scored a touchdown.

・He scored a dazzling success,

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/willing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/accept
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/change_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/especially
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/traditional
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/value_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/society
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/conservatism
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/exit
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/survey
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◻general election: a national or state election; candidates are chosen in all constituencies; 
an election in which every adult in the country can vote for the people who will represent 
them in government
・The next general elections are due by 2021, but likely to be held sooner.

◻Boris Johnson: a British politician, writer, and former journalist who has served as prime 
minister of the United Kingdom and leader of the Conservative Party since July 2019. 
Assumed office: 24 July 2019
◻Downing Street: the British government; a street of Westminster in London 
・Downing Street and the White House are currently discussing the issue.

◻momentum: progress or development that is becoming faster or stronger 
・the momentum towards economic and political union in Europe

◻ram through: to force something through a deliberative body, usually not allowing due 
consideration.
・They rammed the bill through the city council. 

・The President was unable to ram the measure through Congress.

◻once and for all: in a conclusive way; finally; permanently
・Sue: I'm going to get this place organized once and for all! 

　Alice: That'll be the day! 
・Let's draw a conclusion once and for all. 

◻project: to calculate how big something will become in the future using information that 
is available now
・It is projected that the population will rise by one million by 2008.

・Traffic in this area is projected to be heavy in the near future. 

◻Westminster: the U.K. government, called parliament, based in Westminster, London 
◻when the dust settles: When things have become more calm or stable; Once things return 
to normal after a period of excitement, a high level of activity, etc.
・I promise to take you to the park when the dust settles and work isn't so hectic.

・Lots of people opposed the gay marriage legislation, but when the dust has settled, I hope 

they'll see that there was no reason to be afraid of it.
◻Jeremy Corbyn: (born 26 May 1949) is a British politician serving as leader of the 
Labour Party and leader of the Opposition since 2015.
◻Labour Party: a political party formed in Great Britain in 1900; characterized by the 
promotion of labor's interests and the socialization of key industries
◻fill out: to provide information or details, usually by actually writing something in a 
blank space on a test, form, etc. 
・Fill out the blank with the correct answer.

・Make sure you fill out the form completely, or they may reject your application.

◻decisive: Settling an issue; producing a definite result
・‘the Supreme Court voided the statute by a decisive 7–2 vote’

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/election
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/adult_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/country
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/vote_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/represent
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_minister_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_minister_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leader_of_the_Conservative_Party_(UK)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservative_Party_(UK)
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/economic
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/political
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/union
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/project_2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/population
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/rise_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/million
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leader_of_the_Labour_Party_(UK)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_Party_(UK)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leader_of_the_Opposition_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2015_Labour_Party_(UK)_leadership_election
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・The U.S. has played a decisive role in these negotiations.

◻outright: clear and direct, with nothing hidden; complete and total
・outright hostility

・outright victory 

◻miscalculate: to make a wrong judgment about what will happen or what to do in a 
situation
・If she expected an apology, she miscalculated.

・‘The government has seriously miscalculated the effect of privatization.

◻platform: the policies and goals of a political party, especially the ones that they state in 
order to get people to vote for them
・The Democratic platform would provide health insurance for all children.

・The candidates discussed their party's platform.

◻energize: to make someone feel full of energy or enthusiasm 
・He was energized by the coach's pep talk.

・China's growing economy is literally energizing that nation.  

◻left wing: those who support varying degrees of social or political or economic change 
designed to promote the public welfare; someone who is left-wing is considered to have 
socialist aims and ideas, for example that property, money, and power should be shared 
more equally 
・radical left-wing activists

・‘Nevertheless, he is considered to be part of the party's left wing.’

◻telecoms:＝telecommunications; the telecommunications industry

◻referendum: an occasion when everyone in a country can vote to make a decision about 
one particular subject
・The government has promised to hold a referendum on the issue.

・The board is expected to vote on the referendum proposal at its Dec. 16 meeting.

◻campaign: to try to achieve political or social change by persuading other people or the 
government to do something; to try to win an election 
・We are campaigning for law reform.

・They have been campaigning to improve the legal status of women.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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