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Vaping 
possibly linked 
to 2 new 
deaths, 
illnesses
September 07, 2019

U.S. health authorities on 
Friday said two Americans had 
died from lung illness that 
were possibly tied to vaping, 
bringing the total count of such 
deaths to three as officials 
probe whether a “cluster” of 
lung illnesses are linked to e-
cigarette use.

The number of people potentially sickened by e-cigarettes in the U.S. has surged.
The Centers for Disease Control on Friday said it was investigating another 235 cases for 
possible links between vaping and lung illness.
That number comes after it confirmed 215 illnesses from e-cigarettes at the end of August.
The CDC on Friday also confirmed two new deaths from respiratory problems that may be 
tied to e-cigarette use, bringing the total to three.
An editorial in the The New England Journal of Medicine described the vaping illnesses as 
'an epidemic that begs for an urgent response.'
Vaping, and particularly flavored e-cigarette, are raising alarms due to popularity with 
teenagers.
Parents are stepping forward with harrowing stories about their kids.
Ruby and Tim Johnson were taking their 18-year-old daughter to college when she had to be 
rushed to an emergency room for diffuse pneumonia from vaping.
(SOUND BITE) (ENGLISH) RUBY JOHNSON SAYING:
"The bottom line is, we need a change. We need these products out of the hands of our kids 
and we have to do this together because our kids deserve more than to just be the guinea pig 
generation."
Juul, owned in part by tobacco giant Altria Group, is the dominant e-cigarette maker in the 
U.S.
The company bills the product as meant to help users quit tobacco.
But critics like the Johnson's attorney say its many flavors and sleek design are aimed at 
luring young customers.
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(SOUND BITE) (ENGLISH) MICHAEL GALLAGHER, ATTORNEY FOR THE 
JOHNSONS, SAYING:
"Our primary concern today is that e-cigarettes makers like Juul are taking a page out of big 
tobacco's playbook and targeting young children in both their advertising and how this 
product is used."
Staff from health agencies, including the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, said they 
have not linked the illnesses to any specific product or any particular substance in the e-
cigarettes.
Last month, Illinois’ state authorities reported that a person who vaped had died after being 
hospitalized with severe respiratory illness.


