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Rome metro 
offers trash-for-
tickets to tackle 
plastic pollution
  

Rome metro offers trash-for-tickets to tackle plastic pollution
You don't have enough money for a metro ticket in Rome? No worries, just collect a few 
plastic bottles and you'll be able to ride for free.

1-1. At San Giovanni metro station in Rome, Passengers are queuing up                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                            　                                                                                                                                                                        
1-2. ready to deposit plastic bottles                                                                                                           

2-1. The new eco-friendly initiative rewards travelers in the Italian capital                                              
2-2. for every plastic bottle                                                                                                                        

3. That means you'll have to recycle 30 bottles                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                            　                                                                                                                                                                        

ROME RESIDENT, CLAUDIO PERELLI, SAYING:
"I think that if you involve people in recycling...if you use money to involve people in recycling, 
even those who have no civic sense will recycle.”

  
4. Rome has suffered                                                                                                                                   

5. Trash cans are                                                                                                                                           

6-1. And residents and tourists are affected                                                                                                                              
6-2. often seen piled up                                                                                                                               

PRESIDENT OF ENVIRONMENT GROUP LEGAMBIENTE, STEFANO CIAFANI, SAYING:
"The situation is quite disastrous.  Finally, Rome, thanks to Europe, closed its Malagrotta landfill 
site in 2012 which contained 80% of the waste produced in this city… but, in recent years, Rome 
has failed to create an efficient system for differentiated waste collection, as Milan has done, and it 
has not built the recycling plants that are fundamental for a city where three million people live.  If 
the waste treatment plant is closed and no recycling plants are created on the territory, the waste 
will continue to be exported outside the region as it is today.”

9. Trash-for-tickets recycling machines will be placed                                                                               
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[Vocabulary]
◻San Giovanni: an underground interchange station on Lines A and C of the Rome Metro.  The 
station is located in Piazzale Appio at the beginning of Via Appia Nuova, beside the Basilica di San 
Giovanni in Laterano, from which the station takes its name.    It opened in 1980 on Line A. On 
May 12, 2018, Line C was extended to the station.
◻queue up: to line up; to stand in line
・The customers queued up at the ticket booth.

・The patrons queued up outside the theater.

◻deposit: to put or leave something somewhere 
・They deposited their luggage at the hotel.

◻in exchange for: in order to get or obtain someone or something else.
・Would anyone be interested in giving up their seat in exchange for a free ticket? 

・How about you give me those boots in exchange for my old jacket?

◻eco-friendly: designed to cause as little harm as possible to the environment  
【類】climate-friendly ; earth-friendly ; environmentally friendly

・a new eco-friendly engine

◻initiative: an important action that is intended to solve a problem
・The city has a new initiative against drunk-driving. 

・a number of initiatives designed to address the problem of child poverty

◻reward: to give someone something as a reward, for example praise, success, or money  
・Everyone who reached the summit was rewarded with a magnificent view.

・Your effort will be rewarded. 

◻feed into: to insert or input something into something, such as a machine
・I fed a dollar bill into the vending machine and contemplated my options.

・Have you fed the data into the machine yet?

◻compact: to make something smaller or firmer by pressing it, or to become smaller or firmer in 
this way
・The snow compacts and forms a solid layer.

◻compactor: a machine that compacts something, esp rubbish
・The compactor can be used in shopping and entertainment centers and food courts.

・A compactor can pack down areas filled with dirt.

◻recycle: to change waste materials such as newspapers and bottles so that they can be used again 
・Japan recycles 40% of its waste.

・recycled paper/glass

◻afford: to provide something
・This event will afford an opportunity to all participants to network and share ideas with one 

another. 
・The vaccination also affords protection against polio.

◻involve:  to encourage or allow someone to take part in something
・He is involved in a plot to rob the bank. 

・The goal is to involve workers in the decision-making process.
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◻civic sense: nothing but an ethics to be 
followed by the people in public.  Examples 
for civic sense Avoiding spitting, urinating, 
stooling in public places. 
◻rubbish: garbage; useless waste or rejected 
matter 
・Please, pick the rubbish up off the ground.

・They had piled most of their rubbish into 

yellow skips.

◻decade: a period of ten years, especially 
one beginning with a year that ends in a 0, for 
example 1990 through 1999
・He spent a decade working on that book. 

・Prices have risen sharply in the last decade.

◻trash: AMERICAN waste material such as paper, plastic bags, used containers, etc. The British 
word is rubbish
・The average American family produces three pounds of trash a day.

・Don't throw away trash on the street. 

◻trash can: a bin that holds rubbish until it is collected
◻foul: very dirty, or smelling or tasting unpleasant 
・What’s that foul smell?

・The air within the cell was foul.

◻stench: a very bad smell, especially of decay; a distinctive odor that is offensively unpleasant; 
stink; a strong and very unpleasant smell  
・the stench of rotting meat

・There was a terrible stench.

◻garbage: waste material that you are throwing away, for example spoiled food or empty 
containers. The usual British word is rubbish; rubbish, especially waste from a kitchen; food waste 
[mainly US]     
・a garbage bag

・Please take out the garbage.

◻pile up: to get or gather together 
・Newspapers and magazines were piled up on the floor.

・Bulldozers piled up huge mounds of dirt.

◻disastrous: causing a lot of damage or harm
・The consequences of spending cuts would be disastrous for local schools.

・The effect on coffee prices has been disastrous for the producers.

◻Malagrotta: The Malagrotta rubbish dump west of Rome closed permanently on 1 October after 
serving as the capital's refuse facility for the last 30 years.  Italian environmental group 
Legambiente has described as "alarming" the level of pollution at the landfill site Malagrotta, 
situated west of Rome near Via Aurelia. Tests carried out at the dump between February and May 
this year by Arpa Lazio, the regional environmental protection agency, reveal a continuing 
deterioration of the already contaminated state of the area
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◻landfill site: a place where rubbish is buried in a large deep hole
・the cost of disposing of refuse in landfill sites

◻efficient: something that is efficient works well and produces good results by using the available 
time, money, supplies, etc. in the most effective way
・The new machine is far more efficient than the old one.

◻differentiate: to see or show a difference between things
・Neil is color-blind and cannot differentiate between red and green.

◻recycling plant: a plant for reprocessing used or abandoned materials
・The company secured a 17m funding package to build a plastics recycling plant this year.

◻fundamental: relating to the basic nature or character of something
・There was an even more fundamental difference in attitude between us.

・Some people see this as a fundamental flaw in his argument.　
◻treatment: a process in which a substance is put on something, for example in order to preserve 
or clean it
◻waste treatment: Biological, chemical, or mechanical method(s) employed to (1) remove 
pollutants from industrial or municipal wastes, (2) change the character and composition of medical 
waste, or (3) reduce or eliminate its potential for harm to living beings and the environment.
◻waste treatment plant: A facility containing a series of tanks, screens, filters and other processes 
by which pollutants are removed from water.
◻phase: a particular period of time during the development of something
・The war was about to enter its final phase.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the English 
language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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