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New Zealand's 'wellness' budget explained

May 30, 2019

New Zealand's Labour government unveiled its 
hotly anticipated 'wellness' budget on Thursday, 
that it says go beyond GDP to measure the 
country's success.
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NEW ZEALAND FINANCE MINISTER GRANT ROBERTSON SAYING:
"I am proud to be part of a government that is doing things differently.”
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[Vocabulary]
⬜unveil: to announce something officially that was previously a secret
・The president will unveil his plans for improving public education.

⬜hotly: in a way that shows you have very strong feelings about something
⬜anticipate: to think that something will probably happen; 
to guess that something will happen, and be ready to deal with it
・It's not what she anticipated.

⬜wellbeing: the condition of being contented, healthy, or successful; welfare
・Not many people are concerned about other people's well-being.

⬜look beyond: to ignore, disregard; to not consider something important, or to not pay any 
attention to it; to overlook something 
・What she said was insulting, but she apologized, so I'm going to look beyond it. 

⬜measure: a way of judging something
・GDP is a measure of economic growth.

⬜measure of success:
⬜peg: to keep prices, salaries, or the amount of something at a particular level, often in relation to 
something else
・The country’s peso is pegged to the dollar.

⬜wellness: physical, mental, and emotional health, usually including a healthy way of living, such 
as a good diet and exercise
・lifestyles that promote wellness

⬜priority: something important that must be done first or needs more attention than anything else
・We should be able to agree on priorities.  

⬜mental health: the condition of being sound mentally and emotionally that is characterized by 
the absence of mental illness and by adequate adjustment especially as reflected in feeling 
comfortable about oneself, positive feelings about others, and the ability to meet the demands of 
daily life
・Nicholson had suffered from various mental health problems.

⬜boost: an increase in the amount of something
・They are calling for a boost in the minimum wage.

⬜funding boost:
⬜infrastructure: the set of systems within a place or organization that affect how well it operates, 
for example the telephone and transportation systems in a country 
・Germany's infrastructure was damaged during the war.

⬜infrastructure project: 
⬜earmark: to decide to use something, especially money, for a particular purpose
・My salary for this month is already earmarked for the purchase of a new computer.
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⬜raise: an increase in the amount of money that your employer pays you. The British word is rise; 
an increase in wages or salary
・He wants a raise and some perks.

⬜peak: to reach the highest point; attain maximum intensity, activity 
・That wild, speculative spirit peaked in 1929.

⬜Jacinda Ardern:（born 26 July 1980) a New Zealand politician serving as the 40th Prime 

Minister of New Zealand since 26 October 2017. She has also served as the Leader of the Labour 
Party since 1 August 2017. 
⬜frenzy: a state of uncontrolled activity or emotion; state of violent mental agitation
⬜frenzy overseas:
⬜come to power: to assume a leadership position; to be installed in high office, such as kingship, 
presidency, or prime ministership; to assume control or responsibility
・In January 1933 Hitler came to power,  he was appointed chancellor, the head of the German 

government, and many Germans believed that they had found a savior for their nation.
⬜gear up: to make ready in advance for a particular purpose or for some use, event, etc
・Who is gearing up the invitations for the party?

⬜core: the members of a group who do the most work, or who support it most strongly
・Females comprise the core of the monkeys’ social unit. 

⬜Labour: a political party formed in Great Britain in 1900; characterized by the promotion of 
labor's interests and the socialization of key industries
⬜left wing: those who support varying degrees of social or political or economic change designed 
to promote the public welfare 
⬜milestone: an event or achievement that marks an important stage in a process
・This film was a milestone in the history of cinema.

⬜industrial: used about the people working in industry and their relationship with their employers; 
 employed in industry
⬜industrial action: job action; strikes and other union activity
⬜pay: money that you receive for doing your job
・They were demanding higher pay. 

⬜hours: a period of time assigned for work
・What are your hours?

⬜long-term: continuing to exist, or have an effect for a long time in the future
・a long-term anti-inflation strategy

⬜aspiration: something that you want to achieve, or the wish to achieve something
・Her aspiration is to become a professional pianist.

⬜withstand: to be able to deal with a difficult situation
・Their marriage did not withstand four years’ separation during the war. 

⬜short-term: lasting for a short period of time
・I’m sure we could offer you some short-term employment.
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