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Three die after 
supermarket fire 
amid Chile riots

October 21, 2019

At least three people died after a supermarket 
in the Chilean capital Santiago was set alight 
by demonstrators, while many flights into the 
city's airport were suspended as crew were 
unable to get to work, the city's governor said 
on Sunday (October 20).

1-1. At least three people died                                                                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. …while many flights                                                                                                                                     
2-2. . as crew                                                                                                                                              

3. Santiago and other Chilean cities                                                                                                          

4. Protests over an increase in public transport costs                                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. Flights operated by Chile's biggest airlines LATAM and another, Sky Airline,                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. A curfew, a public transport shutdown                                                                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7. Walmart Chile confirmed                                                                                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
◻Chile: long, narrow country of southwestern South America 
between the Andes Mountains and the Pacific; a republic in 
southern South America on the western slopes of the Andes on 
the south Pacific coast; Its capital is Santiago, 291,933 square 
miles (756,102 square kilometers), population 17,925,000
◻Chilean:  of or relating to or characteristic of Chile or its 
people
・"Chilean volcanoes” 
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◻Santiago: the capital and largest city of Chile; located in central Chil
e; one of the largest cities in South America
◻ablaze: burning with a lot of flames 
◻set ablaze: to set fire to; cause to start burning 
・In the capital, at least five subway stations and buses were set 

ablaze, while violent demonstrators looted supermarkets and 
pharmacies.
◻suspend: If you suspend something, you delay it or stop it 
from happening for a while or until a decision is made about it.; 
to cause to stop temporarily
・suspend bus service 

・The union suspended strike action this week.

◻crew: the people who work on a ship, aircraft, etc.
・The jet crashed killing all the passengers and crew.

◻engulf: if something bad or unpleasant engulfs people, it affects them seriously
・Several workers died in the landslide that engulfed the old factory.

・Within minutes, the car was engulfed in flames.

◻riot: a state of disorder involving group violence; a violent public disorder; When there is a riot, 
a crowd of people behave violently in a public place, for example they fight, throw stones, or 
damage buildings and vehicles.
・A lot of property was damaged in the recent riots.

・Twelve inmates have been killed during a riot at the prison.

◻transport: MAINLY BRITISH the business of moving people or things from one place to 
another, usually using buses or trains  
◻public transport: vehicles such as buses and trains that anyone can use by paying a fare 
・Those who do not drive will need to say how much they spend on public transport each month.

◻prompt: to encourage someone to speak or continue speaking; to encourage someone to speak or 
continue speaking 
・“But, what?” he prompted.

・Without being prompted, she began to apologize.

◻Sebastian Pinera: (born 1 December 1949) is the 36th and current president of Chile. He was 
elected in December 2017. He also served as the 34th president, from 2010 to 2014. 
◻state of emergency: a situation in which a government takes action to deal with an event such as 
a flood or a fire that is putting a lot of people in danger
・A state of emergency has been declared.

◻operate: if an organization or company operates, it does its work; to run a company or 
organization
・The company has been operating in South America for two years.

◻LATAM: formed through the merger of LAN Airlines and TAM Airlines, it is Latin America's 
leading airline group.
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◻Sky Airline: an airline based at Comodoro Arturo Merino Benítez International Airport in 
Santiago, Chile. It is the second largest airline in the country behind rival LATAM Airlines and the 
first airline to operate under a low-cost model in the country. It serves international routes to 
Argentina, Brazil, Peru and Uruguay. It also operates charter flights in Chile and Sout
h America and domestic flights within Peru.

◻curfew: a law that does not allow people to go outside between a particular time in the evening 
and a particular time in the morning
・The government had placed the entire country under a 24-hour curfew. 

・The authorities declared a state of emergency and imposed a curfew.

◻shutdown: the cessation or suspension of an operation or activity
◻struggle: to try hard to do something that you find very difficult
・I like languages, but I really struggle with science. 

・She was struggling to cope with the demands of her work.

◻Walmart: an American multinational retail corporation that operates a chain of hypermarkets, 
discount department stores, and grocery stores, headquartered in Bentonville, Arkansas. The 
company was founded by Sam Walton in 1962 and incorporated on October 31, 1969.
◻Walmart Chile: Chile's leading food retailer. With headquarters in Santiago.
◻confirm: to tell someone, usually by writing or telephoning, that something will definitely 
happen at the time or in the way that has been arranged
・The date of the meeting is still to be confirmed.

◻unrest: angry or violent behavior by people who are protesting against something
・The capital city is facing growing political unrest.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the English 
language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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