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One dead, dozens 
hurt in killer Ohio 
tornadoes
May 29, 2019

Tornadoes pulverized western Ohio early 
on Tuesday, killing one person, injuring 
scores of others and requiring emergency 
officials to send out snowplows to clear 
debris from a major highway.

1. Multiple tornadoes pulverized western Ohio overnight,                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2. Officials say an 81-year-old man died                                                                                                　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. Rescue workers                                                                                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. Some neighborhoods                                                                                                                             

NATS: WARNING SIRENS
5. This was the warning people heard…                                                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. Trees were uprooted,                                                                                                                          　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

UNIDENTIFIED WITNESS, SAYING:
"Boom everything started crashing around us... and ripped off my garage, my neighbor's garage, 
several trees.”

UNIDENTIFIED WITNESS, SAYING:
"I'm laying there, shaking. My head's up against the wall, and the wall is shaking back and forth. 
There's wind from the tornado pushing through up through the vent, into my face, and I'm freaking 
out, sitting there, lasted about 10 to 15 seconds. Scariest 15 seconds of my life.”

7. Severe weather                                                                                                                                                
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8. A spate of tornadoes and floods                                                                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

9. And more storms                                                                                                                                   

[Vocabulary]
⬜pulverize: to crush something into very small pieces, or powder, or a nearly liquid substance; to 
destroy completely  
・Pulverize the rebellion before it gets out of hand.

⬜crash into someone or something: to collide with someone or something, often violently. 
・Another driver ignored a red light and crashed into us in the middle of the intersection.

⬜rescue worker: someone who works to bring people out of danger, attack, harm, etc. after a 
disaster, accident, etc
⬜door to door: by moving from one door to another or one house to another.
・We went door-to-door, collecting money.

⬜go door to door: 
⬜Dayton: A city of southwest Ohio north-northeast of Cincinnati on the Miami River. Settled in 
1796, it is a commercial center; ; manufacturing center
⬜obliterate: to destroy something completely
・The aircraft was sent on a mission to obliterate the enemy.

⬜destructive: causing severe damage or harm 
・It was one of the most destructive hurricanes of the century.

⬜rip through something: to move very powerfully through a place or building, destroying it 
quickly; if something such as a fire, storm, or bomb rips through a place, it damages or destroys the 
place very quickly
・The explosion ripped through her home.

⬜uproot: to pull a whole tree or plant from the ground, including all the roots that grow in the soil 
⬜power line: cable used to distribute electricity; a thick wire that carries electricity above or below 
the ground
⬜knock down: to cause to topple or fall over, either intentionally or unintentionally, by a strike or 
collision of some kind. 
・If you knock down the books, please put them up again.

⬜boom: a deep loud sound that continues for some time, for example the noise of thunder or an 
explosion 
⬜crash: to hit something hard, making a loud noise and often causing damage 
・The wind howled and the waves crashed against the rocks.

⬜rip something off: to tear something away from someone or something. 
・I ripped off the book cover accidentally.

⬜back and forth: moving from one place to another and back again
・He traveled back and forth between Los Angeles and New York. 

⬜shake back and forth: 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/danger
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/harm
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/disaster
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/accident
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/storm_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/bomb_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/rip_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/place_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/damage_2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/destroy
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/place_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/quickly
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/explosion
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/ripped
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/home_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/wire_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/carry_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/electricity
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/ground_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/wind_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/howl_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/wave_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/crash_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/rock_1
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⬜vent: a hole or space that allows air, gas, or smoke to escape or fresh air to enter 
⬜freak out: to lose one's nerve
・This photo freaks me out.

⬜wreak: to cause to happen or to occur as a consequence 
・These policies would wreak havoc on the economy. 

⬜havoc: a situation in which there is a lot of damage or destruction, or in which something cannot 
continue in its normal way because of problems 
・Winter storms continued to cause havoc for drivers.

⬜wreak havoc: to cause a lot of problems
・Termites have wreaked havoc on the structural integrity of our house, unfortunately.

⬜heartland: A central region of a country or continent; especially one that is politically, 
economically, or militarily vital to a nation, region, or culture.
⬜spate: a large number of things of the same type, usually bad things, that suddenly happen in a 
very short period of time 
⬜a spate of:
・a spate of bombings

・a spate of thefts

・a spate of violence

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/policy
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/havoc
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/economy_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/winter_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/storm_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/continued
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/driver
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/bombing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/theft
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/violence

