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Japan enthrones 
emperor in 
ancient ceremony
October 22, 2019

Japanese Emperor Naruhito formally 
proclaimed his ascendancy to the 
throne on Tuesday in a centuries-old 
ceremony attended by dignitaries 
from more than 180 countries, 
pledging to fulfill his duty as a 
symbol of the state.

1. In a centuries-old ceremony, Japan's new emperor Naruhito                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. While he officially                                                                                                                               
2-2. only now, through a series of rituals called the 'Sokui no Rei’,                                                                    

3-1. He was clad                                                                                                                                         
3-2. and stood alongside two of Japan's 'Three Sacred Treasures’                                                            

4. The new empress Masako-                                                                                                                    

5. Naruhito                                                                                                                                                  

NARUHITO OPENING UP SCROLL AND READING FROM SCROLL, SAYING:
"I swear that I will act according to the constitution and fulfill my responsibility as the symbol of 
the state and of the unity of the people."

6-1. More than                                                                                                                                          
6-2. including Ukraine's Volodemyr Zelenskiy,                                                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7. Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe                                                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8. Banzai - literally means 'ten thousand years' or long life,                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

9-1. Naruhito is unusual                                                                                                                            
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9-2. and in current law,                                                                                                                             

10-1. Instead, the future of the imperial family rests                                                                                 
10-2. who at 13 years old                                                                                                                          

11-1. Emperor Naruhito's ascension comes                                                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
11-2. a massive storm                                                                                                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

12. A parade where Naruhito 'meets the public' was delayed to November                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
◻ascend: to get a more important job or position
・Through hard work and perseverance, she ascended through the ranks to become vice president.

◻throne: the position of being a king or queen
◻ascend to the throne: 
◻rein: control of a company, government, or organization
・Hiroshi Okuda took over the reins of Toyota in August 1995.

◻series: a set of similar things that follow one after another; the established form for a ceremony
◻a series of: 
・We’ll need to do a series of tests before we do anything else.

・a strange series of events leading up to the murder

◻ritual: a formal ceremony
・By the year 1000, Fujiwara no Michinaga was able to enthrone and dethrone emperors at will.

・This is the most ancient, and holiest of the Shinto rituals.

◻enthrone: to make someone the new king, queen, or bishop in a formal ceremony
・By the year 1000, Fujiwara no Michinaga was able to enthrone and dethrone emperors at will. 

◻clad: wearing a particular type of clothing
・crowds of people clad in team jackets

◻headdress: a decorated piece of clothing that someone wears on their head
・The dancers wore ceremonial headdresses.

・Most of the acrobats riding the horses and elephants wore some sort of fancy headdress.

◻layer: an amount or sheet of a substance that covers a surface or that lies between two things or 
two other substances 
・Luckily the little girl was wearing several layers of warm clothing.

◻robe: a long loose piece of clothing, worn by an important person such as a priest during an 
official ceremony
・a bishop’s purple robes

◻12 layers of robes: 12-layered ［twelve-layered］ ceremonial kimono 

◻read out: to say the words that you are reading so that people can hear them
・He read the list of names out.

◻proclamation: an official announcement, especially about something important, or something 
that affects everyone
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・‘the issuing by the monarch of a proclamation dissolving Parliament’

・‘bold proclamations about their team's hopes for the season’

◻unity: the state of being complete and having all the separate parts connected
・The aim was to create an impression of party unity.

◻dignitary: someone who has an important official position
・visiting dignitaries

・Six students are expected to move in when school starts Aug. 19, after a grand opening with city 

dignitaries on Aug. 7.
◻in attendance: present at an event, meeting, etc.
・A number of celebrities were in attendance.

・Everyone in attendance voted in favor of the measure.

◻Volodemyr Zelenskiy: a Ukrainian actor, comedian, screenwriter, film producer, director, 
economist and politician who is currently the 6th President of Ukraine since May 2019.
◻Carrie Lam:  (born 13 May 1957) is a Hong Kong politician serving as the 4th and current Chief 
Executive of Hong Kong since 2017.  She served as the Chief Secretary for Administration, the 
most senior principal official, from 2012 to 2017, and as Secretary for Development from 2007 to 
2012. 
◻three cheers: three shouts of hurrah given in unison by a group to honour someone or celebrate 
something
・Three cheers for out team!

◻literally: in the most basic, obvious meanings of the words that are used
・Children take things literally when they hear them from a teacher.

◻effectively: You use effectively with a statement or opinion to indicate that it is not accurate in 
every detail, but that you feel it is a reasonable description or summary of a particular situation.
・This effectively means that the government does not agree with the proposals.

・The region was effectively independent.

◻inherit: to receive a right or an official social position that belonged to a relative who has died
・She inherited the family business from her father.

◻inherit the throne: 
◻rest on: to rely, depend on someone or something
・Whether or not we have a picnic rests on the weather.

・A peaceful resolution to this conflict rests upon the two countries' leaders engaging in 

meaningful, productive talks.
◻ascension: the process of moving to a higher level or position 
・The play tells of his ascension to the presidency.

◻in the wake of: as a result of : as a consequence of; Coming immediately after something
・In the wake of the scandal, several committee members resigned.

・In the wake of the final scene, the audience burst into applause.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the English 
language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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