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Japan reveals name
of new imperial era
April 02, 2019
Japan's new imperial era to begin on May
1, when Crown Prince Naruhito becomes
emperor, will be called "Reiwa", Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga
announced on Monday (April 1), a month ahead of Emperor Akihito's abdication.
1. Excitement in Japan
2. Crowds gathered in Tokyo
3. The Reiwa era begins on May 1,

4. He’s taking over from his father, Emperor Akihito,
5. Akihito will be the first emperor
6. Imperial era names are widely used in Japan 7-1. While the Western calendar
7-2. many Japanese still count years
8. This factory in Northern Tokyo

9-1. Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe says Reiwa
9-2. and a future
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[Vocabulary]
⬜Reiwa: The name chosen is 'Reiwa' which is written using two Chinese characters, the first
meaning 'good' or 'beautiful' as well as 'order' or 'command' and the second meaning 'peace' or
'harmony'.
The characters were taken from the Manyoshu, an ancient collection of Japanese poetry, in a break
with the tradition of selections from ancient Chinese texts.
⬜get one's hands on: (informal, transitive) to get; to obtain; to secure.
・If you can get your hands on the right ingredients, it's an easy recipe.
⬜special edition newspaper: extra; a special edition of a newspaper that is published when
something important happens
⬜commemorate: to show that you remember an important person or event by having a special
ceremony, or by creating a special object
・A huge bronze statue commemorating the poet stands in the main square.
⬜Crown Prince: a prince who will become king after the present king or queen dies
⬜take over (from someone): to take on titles, offices, duties, responsibilities; to assume the role or
job of someone.
・Liz takes over from John and will be in charge as sales manager.
⬜abdicate: to give up, such as power, as of monarchs and emperors, or duties and obligations
・The King abdicated when he married a divorcee.
⬜imperial era name: Japan imported the imperial calendar system from China about 1,300 years
ago.
Starting with the Meiji era (1868-1912), it adopted the practice of “one emperor, one era name.
⬜paperwork: Any task you do that involves many pieces of paper (like paying bills or filling out
forms) is called paperwork.
⬜official paperwork:
⬜Western calendar: The calendar that is now in use throughout most of the world and that was
instituted in 1582 by Pope Gregory XIII as the revised version of the Julian calendar.
⬜widespread: widely diffused or prevalent
・Knowledge of the recent renovation of the shop is widespread.
⬜become widespread:
⬜interchangeably: in an exchangeable manner
・interchangeable: capable of being exchanged
・These terms can be used interchangeably.

