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  UK Property Transactions Statistics 

August 2019  

About this release       

HM Revenue & Customs  (HMRC)  presents  monthly es timates of the number  of res idential and non -
res idential property  transac tions  in the UK and its  cons tituent countr ies. Figures  are based on transac tional 
records  by  HMRC, Revenue Scotland and the Welsh Revenue A uthor ity  (WRA ), f or  Stamp Duty  Land Tax 

(SDLT) , Land and Buildings  Transac tion Tax  (LBTT)  and Land Transac tion Tax  (LTT)  respec tively .  

Contact information: revenuem onitor ing@hm rc.gov.uk 

Mark Armstrong-Wood  03000 574 564      I      Prabhjot Sethi  03000 586 896      I      Media  03000 585 024  

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/property -transactions-in-the-uk 

Data sources 

Most  U K land and property  

t rans act ions wil l be not if ied t o H MRC 
di rect ly  on an SD LT ret urn, ev en if  no 
t ax is due.  Trans act ions  wi th a v a lue 
less t han £40,000 don ’t requi re 
notif ic at ion. Trans actions in Scotland 

hav e been not if ied t o R ev enue 
Sc otland s inc e LBTT replac ed SDLT 
on the 1 Apr il  2015, and t ransac tions 
in W ales t o t he W RA sinc e LTT 
replaced SD LT on t he 1 Apri l 2018.  

 

Methodology  

Transac tions are present ed by  dat e of 
c om plet ion. F rom 1 March 2019,  
purc has ers hav e 14-day s f rom 

c om plet ion to s ubmit their ret urn.  
 
Est im at es f or  the latest m ont h are 
t heref ore prov is ional, as t hey  are 
based on inc om plete dat a (f rom 

t rans act ion c om plet ions  f or whic h t he 
ret urn is y et t o be rec eiv ed).  
 
F urtherm ore,  th is mont h ’s re leas e, 
and t hos e in f ut ure m onths , are 

s ubject to cont inued uncert ainty , as 
whi ls t we hav e appl ied a new 
gros sing f act or methodology  and are 
k eeping it under rev iew,  trans act ion 
f igures only  us ual ly  sett le af ter a 3-

m ont h period. As s uc h, ear ly  mont hs 
s hould c ontinue to be t reat ed wit h 
s om e c aut ion. A lthough,  H MRC 
ex pect t his new approac h wil l reduc e 

ov era ll v o lati l ity  in trans act ion 
est im at es. F urther inf orm at ion around 
t he abov e c an be f ound wi th in t he R1 
Back ground t ab of  the acc om pany ing 
tables. 

Chart 1 : Se asona lly adj us ted re side ntial  tra nsa c tions  in Augus t 2019  are 
s imi lar  to Augus t 2 018,  and hav e inc rease d since  July 2 019,  but should 
be trea te d wi th ca ution c onside ring the  eleme nt of e stima tion inv olv ed.  

Total UK  re siden tial p rope rty t ran sa ction s b y month .  

Chart 2 : Se asona lly adj us ted non-reside ntial  tra nsa c tions  hav e 
noticea bly inc rease d in Augus t 20 19,  but s hould be trea te d wi th 
ca ution c onside ring the eleme nt of e s timation inv olv ed.  

Total UK  non-re side ntial p rope rty tran sa ction s b y mon th.  

The provisional seasonally adjusted count of non-residential property transactions in 
August 2019 is 8.7% higher than August 2018 , and 29.0% higher  t han J u ly 2019. 

The provisional seasonally adjusted count of residential property transactions in 
August 2019 is  0.9% lower than August 2018 , and 15.8% higher  t han J u ly 2019 .  

Latest headlines 

The provisional seasonally adjusted UK property transaction count for  August 2019 
was 99,890 residential and 11,330 non-residential transactions. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/property-transactions-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/monthly-property-transactions-completed-in-the-uk-with-value-40000-or-above
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/monthly-property-transactions-completed-in-the-uk-with-value-40000-or-above
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-revenue-customs
https://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/about-the-authority/uk-statistical-system/types-of-official-statistics/
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Residential transactions 

 
Residential transactions 

Re side ntial p rope rty re fe rs 

to  building s u sed  o r 

sui table fo r u se a s a 

d welling, o r in the  p roce ss 

of  being con st ru cted fo r 

u se a s a  dwelling. It  al so  

includ e s the g arden s and 

g round s o f d welling s. 

Historic residential transactions 

Chart 5 : Al though fluc tua ting, res ide ntial tra nsac tions hav e bee n rela tiv ely s ta ble  ov er the  prev ious  10 -yea rs. 

Hi stori c re si dential p rope rty t ran saction s.   

Contact information: revenuem onitor ing@hm rc.gov.uk  

Mark Armstrong-Wood  03000 574 564      I      Prabhjot Sethi  03000 586 896      I      Media  03000 585 024  

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/property -transactions-in-the-uk 

Chart 3 : Ye ar-on-ye ar, both non-s eas onally a djus te d  
a nd sea sona lly adjusted re sidential  tra nsac tions  
hav e re maine d s ta ble in Augus t 201 9.  

Re side ntial p rope rty t ran sa ction s yea r-on-year 
compa ri son  (Augu st 20 10 to  Augu st  2019 ).   

Chart 4 : Ye ar-to-da te , reside ntia l transac tions in 2019-
20  hav e dec rease d compare d to the  two prev ious  
yea rs , but are  c omparable to 2 016-17 . 

Re side ntial p rope rty t ran sa ction s yea r-to-da te compa ri son      
(2010-11  to  2019-20 ). 

Year-on-year , provisional UK non-seasonally adjusted residentia l transactions in 

August 2019 were approximately 0.4% lower than August 2018. 

The fall in transactions from late 2007 coincided w ith the financial cr isis. Prior  to this, 

transaction counts had r isen steadily, peaking in mid-2006. 

The December 2009 peak for  the seasonally adjusted estimate was associated w ith the 

end of the SDLT 'holiday', during which the lower tax threshold was raised to £175,000.  

The peak in March 2016 is  associated w ith the introduction of higher rates on 

additional properties in April 2016. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/property-transactions-in-the-uk
https://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/about-the-authority/uk-statistical-system/types-of-official-statistics/
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Non-residential transactions 

 
Non -res ident ial 

tr ans act ions  

Non-re side ntial p rope rty 

includ e s comme rcial 

p rope rty;  ag ricultural land; 

fo re sts;  any othe r land o r 

p rope rty whi ch i s not  

re sid ential; six o r mo re 

re sid ential p rope rtie s 

boug ht in a single  

t ran sa ction,  and mi xed u se 

t ran sa ction s. 

Historic non-re sidential transactions 

Chart 8 : Non-reside ntia l property tra nsa ctions  hav e re maine d s ta ble  ov er the pas t 1 0 -years. 

Hi stori c non-re sidential p ro perty t ran saction s.  

Contact information: revenuem onitor ing@hm rc.gov.uk  

Mark Armstrong-Wood  03000 574 564      I      Prabhjot Sethi  03000 586 896      I      Media  03000 585 024  

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/property -transactions-in-the-uk 

Chart 6 : Ye ar-on-ye ar, both non-s eas onally a djus te d  
a nd sea sona lly adjusted non-re side ntial  tra nsa ctions  
hav e risen in Augus t 2019 .  

Non-re side ntial p rope rty t ran sa ction s yea r-on-year 
compa ri son  (Augu st 20 10 to  Augu st  2019 ).   

Chart 7 : Ye ar-to-da te , non-reside ntia l tra nsac tions in 
201 9-20 hav e decrease d c ompa re d to the thre e 
prev ious  yea rs,  but are  compara ble to 20 15 -16. 

Non-re side ntial p rope rty t ran sa ction s yea r-to-da te 
compa ri son  (2010-11 to 201 9-2 0 ). 

Year-on-year, provisional non-adjusted non-residentia l transactions in August 2019 

were approximately 5.4% lower than August 2018. 

As w ith residential transactions, the 2007 financial cr isis tr iggered a fall in non-

residential transactions. Although, this was less pronounced than for  residential.  

Follow ing a generally upward trend in transactions from late -2013 until ear ly-2016,   

non-residentia l transactions  have plateaued over the past couple of years. 

The seasonal non-residential pattern generally features a low point at the start of the 

year, w ith a corresponding peak each March as the financial year ends. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/property-transactions-in-the-uk
https://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/about-the-authority/uk-statistical-system/types-of-official-statistics/

