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As the [title] of [your organization], I was thrilled to see Congress provide a 10% increase 
in FY18/FY19 funding for programs that address the affordable housing crisis that has 
prevented families from achieving greater economic stability in our community. 

In [city] and across the nation, far too many families – including low income seniors, people 
with disabilities, veterans, and families with children – struggle to keep roofs over their 
heads or are experiencing homelessness. More families are renting their homes than ever 
before, and our nation’s investments in affordable housing have not kept pace. As a result, 
rents are increasing everywhere. [add some information about local housing needs. Click 
here for state and local data].

Despite the growing needs, three out of every four families in need of housing assistance 
are turned away due to a lack of funding. Because “the rent eats first,” as sociologist 
and author of Evicted Matthew Desmond says, these families are forced to make harmful 
tradeoffs and skimp on groceries, medical care, and other basic needs. Every state and 
congressional district is directly impacted.

Threats to affordable housing investments remain, despite the significant increase in funding 
advocates secured last year. President Trump’s budget proposes to slash investments 
in affordable housing by $11 billion from current levels - a move that could increase 
homelessness and housing poverty in our community. This is the wrong approach. 

We need to continue to make a bold and sustained commitment to ensure that everyone 
has a safe, accessible and affordable home. Because when we invest in affordable 
homes, we invest in people, our communities, and America as a whole – from increased 
employment and economic mobility to improved health and better education.

[Provide a local example of how affordable housing investments improve the lives of 
residents. You can also focus on specific programs that you support].

Advocates, elected officials, and concerned citizens are joining together to participate in 
the Our Homes, Our Voices National Housing Week of Action from May 30 – June 5 to 
bring more attention to the affordable housing crisis. In our community, we are planning 
[Event & Date]. We firmly believe that all people deserve an affordable home, and no one 
should be forced to give up food and basic healthcare to keep a roof over their heads.

Lawmakers should not only reject President Trump’s call to slash affordable housing 
investments, but they must continue to expand them.

http://nlihc.org/library/SHP

