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Her Excellency President Hilda C. Heine - President of the Republic of the Marshall  
Islands 
  
President Hilda Heine is a Marshallese educator and politician, currently serving as the eighth 
President of the Marshall Islands, the first woman to hold the office. Prior to taking on the Presi-
dency, Hilda served as the Minister of Education, and was the first individual in the Marshall 
Islands to earn a doctorate degree. President Hilda is the founder of the women's rights group 
Women United Together Marshall Islands (WUTMI), and previously worked on critical initia-
tives including the Pacific Islands Climate Change Education Partnership, Leadership Pacific 

Advisory Board, the Commission on Education in Micronesia, and the Human Resources in Health Task Force. 

Honorable Mary Robinson - President of the Mary Robinson Foundation-Climate    
Justice, former President of Ireland 

Mary Robinson, the first woman President of Ireland (1990-1997), former United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human Rights (1997-2002), and founder and President of Realizing 
Rights: The Ethical Globalization Initiative (2002-2010), has spent most of her life as a human 
rights advocate. As an academic, legislator, and barrister she sought to use law as an instru-
ment for social change, arguing landmark cases before the European Court of Human Rights 

and the European Court in Luxembourg as well as in the Irish courts. The recipient of numerous honors and awards 
throughout the world including the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President Obama, Mary Robinson is a 
member of the Elders, former Chair of the Council of Women World Leaders and a member of the Club of Madrid. 
She serves on several boards including the European Climate Foundation, the Mo Ibrahim Foundation, and is a 
member of the Royal Irish Academy and the American Philosophical Society. Mary Robinson returned to live in 
Ireland, following the planned end of Realizing Rights: The Ethical Globalization Initiative, in December 2010. She 
now serves as President of the Mary Robinson Foundation – Climate Justice. Between March 2013 and August 2014 
Mary Robinson was the UN Secretary-General Special Envoy to the Great Lakes Region of Africa. From August 
2014 – December 2015 she was the UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy on Climate Change. In May 2016 the 
UN Secretary-General appointed Mary Robinson as a Special Envoy on El Niño and Climate. 

Noelene Nabulivou - DIVA for Equality; Pacific Partnerships on Gender, Climate Change 
and Sustainable Development, Fiji (PPGCCSD); Pacific Islands Climate Action Network 
(PICAN), Fiji 

Noelene Nabulivou is the Political Advisor for Diverse Voices and Action (DIVA) for Equality 
in Fiji, an associate of Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era (DAWN), and a 
co-convenor of Pacific Feminist SRHR Coalition, and Pacific Partnerships on Gender, Climate 

Change and Sustainable Development (PPGCCSD). Noelene is a feminist lesbian activist, frontline community or-
ganizer, praxis based researcher and analyst, teacher, facilitator, and advocate in local, regional and global spaces. 
Noelene is also on the UNDP Global Civil Society Advisory Committee (CSAC) an adviser to the UN Women Pa-
cific Civil Society Advisory Group, a leader with the UNFCCC Women and Gender Constituency, and was part of 
the team of organizing partners of the Women’s Major Group on Sustainable Development, and works across the 
Rio+20, SIDS, SDGs and Agenda 2030 processes, and into CSW, Beijing+20 and many other ongoing local, nation-
al and sub-regional work. Over the past 30 years, Noelene has used south feminist political economy and interlink-
age approaches to work with others on sexual rights, gender justice, human rights, and social, economic, and ecolog-
ical/climate justice. She has a double degree in international relations, and peace studies, and diploma in community 
arts, and lives in Suva, Fiji.  



Ruth Nyambura - African Eco-Feminists Collective, Kenya 
  
Ruth Nyambura is a Kenyan eco-feminist and researcher working on the intersections of ecologi-
cal justice in Africa. Her work and activism uses a feminist political ecology lens to critically 
engage with the continent’s and global food systems; challenging neoliberal models of agrarian 
transformation and amplifying the revolutionary work of small-holder farmers of Africa (most of 
them women), as well as rural agrarian movements offering concrete anti-capitalist alternatives 
to the ecological, economic and democratic crisis facing the continent. 

Kathy Jetñil-Kijiner - Climate Change Activist and Poet, Marshall Islands 
  
Kathy Jetñil-Kijiner is a Marshall Islander poet, spoken word artist, and a full-time instructor 
at the College of the Marshall Islands. She received international acclaim through her inspira-
tional poetry performance at the opening of the United Nations Climate Summit in New York 
in 2014. Her writing and performances have been featured by CNN, Democracy Now, Mother 
Jones, the Huffington Post, NBC News, National Geographic, Vogue Magazine, Nobel 
Women’s Initiative, and more. Kathy also co-founded the youth climate change NGO Jo-
Jikum dedicated to empower Marshallese youth to transform from passive victims of climate 

change to active navigators of their complex future. Kathy has been selected as one of 13 Climate Warriors by Vogue 
in 2015 and the Impact Hero of the Year by Earth Company in 2016. She received her Master in Pacific Island Stud-
ies from the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa. 

Thilmeeza Hussain - Former Deputy Ambassador to the UN from the Maldives;    
Climate Wise Women; Voice of Women, Maldives 

Thilmeeza Hussain is a lecturer of sustainability and global warming and an environmental-
ist. She is the founder of Voice of Women (VoW) Maldives, she sits on the advisory board 
of Women’s Earth Climate Action Network and is also a member of Climate Wise Women, 
global platforms promoting women’s leadership on climate change. Thilmeeza was serving 

as the Deputy Permanent Representative (DPR) of the Republic of the Maldives to United Nations from 2009 until 
2012 when the first democratically elected government was toppled. During her term at the UN, she had the sustain-
able development portfolio and led the Maldives on environmental and climate change issues. She was amongst the 
voice of a new generation of women in the developing world who see climate change as the fundamental challenge 
for their future as well as a key platform for leadership. During the time she was also accredited as the non-residen-
tial Deputy Ambassador to the United States and Canada. Before serving as the DPR, she served as the Minister of 
State for Home Affairs – North Province and was among the team of young, enthusiastic members of the first demo-
cratically elected government in the country. She worked extensively with the decentralization process and was also 
in charge of the establishment of North Province Office. When Thilmeeza resigned following the coup d’état that 
overthrew the government she was seven months pregnant, today she is a proud mother of a five-year-old boy. She 
continues to serve on the Foreign Relations Committee for the Maldivian Democratic Party; a party committed to 
restoring democracy in the Maldives. Her motto: Dream big, work hard. 

Kathy Egland - Hurricane Katrina evacuee/survivor; NAACP National Board of Directors,              
Environmental and Climate Justice Committee Chair, United States 
  
Katherine T. “Kathy” Egland chairs the Environmental and Climate Justice Committee for the Na-
tional Board of Directors of NAACP. She provides leadership development of the organization's 
environmental and climate justice policies. Her committee is charged with the governance respon-
sibility of raising awareness of environmental and climate issues from a civil rights, social justice 
and equity perspective. Kathy also provides NAACP Board oversight for NAACP ECJ publica-
tions, toolkits and training. Kathy travels extensively in support of the NAACP’s ECJ policy posi-
tions and has represented the organization at United Nations Framework Convention Climate 

Change Conference of Parties in Warsaw, Poland; Lima, Peru; Paris, France; and Marrakech, Morocco. At the spe-
cial invitation of United Nations Secretary-General H.E. Ban Ki-Moon, she attended the High Level Discussion and 
historic High Level signing of the Paris Climate Agreement in New York, N.Y. on April 22, 2016. 



Sônia Guajajara - Guajajara/Tentehar Indigenous leader; National Coordinator of 
Brazil's Association of Indigenous Peoples, Brazil 

Sônia Bone Guajajara is the national coordinator of Brazil's Association of Indigenous Peo-
ples (APIB) and tireless spokeswoman for the country's indigenous movement. She hails 
from a Guajajara village in the state of Maranhão and was vice-coordinator of the Brazilian 
Amazon's indigenous network COIAB for four years prior to assuming her national leader-
ship position in Brasilia. For many years, she has been at the forefront of action on the 

ground in her home region, and in the national and international policy arena, to stand against continued abuses of 
Indigenous rights by the Brazilian government and corporate actors seeking to expand dams, extraction and agro-
industry. 

Patricia Gualinga - Indigenous Kichwa leader from the Pueblo of Sarayaku, Ecuador 

Patricia Gualinga Montalvo is a Kichwa leader from Sarayaku, Ecuador, working on the 
frontlines of the fight to end oil exploitation and militarization in the Ecuadorian Amazon. 
Mrs. Montalvo has served as director of women’s affairs, and international relations for her 
community, and was a key protagonist in the historic 2012 Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights case that found the Ecuadorian government guilty of rights violations after authoriz-
ing oil exploration on Sarayaku’s lands without community consent. She has been ceaseless 

in her work ever since, bringing her people’s struggles and solutions, such as the ‘Living Forests’ proposal, to the 
international stage; and working to support other women in her community in building the skills and analysis to 
grow and move forward vital work to stop fossil fuel extraction and abuses of Indigenous rights and the Earth. 

Leila Salazar López - Executive Director of Amazon Watch, United States 

Leila Salazar López is a mother; proud Chicana-Latina woman; and passionate defender 
of Mother Earth, the Amazon, indigenous rights and climate justice. Since 2015 she has 
served as the Executive Director of Amazon Watch, leading the organization in its work to 
protect and defend the bio-cultural and climate integrity of the Amazon rainforest by ad-
vancing indigenous peoples' rights, territories, and solutions. For 20+ years Leila has 
worked to defend the world's rainforests, human rights, and the climate through grassroots 

organizing and international advocacy campaigns at Amazon Watch, Rainforest Action Network, Global Exchange, 
and Green Corps. She is a 1998 graduate of the University of California at Santa Barbara. Leila lives in San Francis-
co, CA with her husband and two young daughters. 

Nina Gualinga - Indigenous Kichwa leader from the Pueblo of Sarayaku, Ecuador 

Nina Sicha Siren Gualinga is a young indigenous woman leader from the Kichwa communi-
ty of Sarayaku in the Ecuadorian Amazon. Since she was eight years old, she has been ac-
tively involved local, national and global advocacy efforts in defense of indigenous rights 
and territories in the Amazon and for climate justice. In 2011, she represented Sarayaku 
youth at the final hearing before the Inter-American Court on Human Rights in San Jose, 
Costa Rica where Sarayaku won their historic victory against the Ecuadorian government 
for violating their rights and territory for oil drilling. In 2014, she joined global calls to keep 
oil in the ground at the People’s Climate March and COP21. In 2015, she joined a large del-

egation from Sarayaku at COP21 in Paris advocating for the protection of “Living Forests” and in 2016 she joined a 
historic indigenous women’s march uniting indigenous women of 7 nationalities in defense of rights and territories. 
Nina splits her time between Sarayaku and Sweden, where she is a law student. Most recently, Nina co-founded 
HAKU Amazon Design, working to support efforts of Shiwiar, Kichwa and Waorani women to defend their territo-
ries, through sustainable, hand-made designs.  

Shannon Biggs - Co-Founder and Director of Movement Rights, United States 

Shannon Biggs is co-Founder and Director of Movement Rights, which was born in 2015 out 
of her 12 years of work at Global Exchange, where she was Director of Development until 
2005, before beginning the Community and Nature’s Rights Program, focused on assisting 
communities confronted by corporate harms to enact binding laws that place the rights of 



communities and nature above the claimed legal “rights” of corporations. Over 160 communities have passed these 
new laws across the US, and have used this new understanding to stop working defensively against corporations and 
take courageous action to assert their rights to make governing decisions where they live. She is the co-author of two 
books, Building the Green Economy: Success Stories from the Grass Roots and The Rights of Nature. She is also a 
leading international speaker, author and activist on the growing movement for Rights of Nature. Shannon is a lec-
turer of weekend “Democracy Schools” that explore the rights-based framework for change, and leads rights of na-
ture trainings around the country. Prior to coming to Global Exchange she was a senior staffer at International Fo-
rum on Globalization (IFG), where she organized large international teach-ins and wrote and edited for IFG publica-
tions. She also was a Lecturer in International Relations at San Francisco State University. Shannon holds a Masters 
in Economics/Politics of Empire the London School of Economics (LSE), and has a BS in International Relations 
from San Francisco State University (SFSU). 

Precious Phiri - Representative of Regeneration International; EarthWisdom,        
Zimbabwe 

Precious Phiri is a training and development specialist in regenerative environmental issues 
and community organizing. She recently founded an organization called EarthWisdom a 
network, which she formed immediately after her full time nine-year career with Savory 
hub in Zimbabwe. Her vast experience in education and mobilizing communal populations 

and implementing institutions in Zimbabwe and Africa in restorative farming programs using Holistic Land and 
Livestock Management (HLLM) is the force behind her network. Her work currently focuses on training rural com-
munities and collaborating with networks in Africa to reduce poverty, rebuild soils, and restore food and water secu-
rity for people, livestock and wildlife. She is a member of the Steering Committee for Regeneration International. 

Monica Atkins - Cooperation Jackson; Just Transition Organizer for the Climate Justice 
Alliance; Representative of the #ItTakesRoot Delegation, United States 

Monica Atkins is a Chicago native and graduate of Jackson State University where she completed 
a Bachelor's degree in English with an emphasis in Journalism. A poet, activist, and member of 
Cooperation Jackson in Jackson, MS, Atkins has shown leadership in engaging public service 
workers around just transition, civil, human, and workers rights. For the past 10 years, Atkins has 
organized social, cultural events and actions including Art, Poetry, and Justice Slam, Freedom 
Summer March, and March on Mississippi. Atkins has worked for several labor organizations 
including United Auto Workers, American Federation of Teachers, and Communication Workers 

of America. Atkins is currently the Just Transition Organizer  for the Climate Justice Alliance. 

Dorothee Häussermann - Representative of the Ende Gelende Movement, Germany 

Dorothee Häussermann is a freelance educator, writer and climate justice activist with a 
focus on anti-coal campaigns. She has co-organized climate camps and actions against the 
Rhineland coalfields since 2010. She is part of Gelände, ausgeCO2hlt, Attac and the de-
growth movement. 

Isabella Zizi - Northern Cheyenne Arikara and Muskogee Creek youth leader with 
Idle No More SF Bay; Earth Guardians Bay Area; Indigenous Environmental       
Network COP23 Delegation, United States 

Isabella Zizi, 22, is a member of the Northern Cheyenne, Arikara, and Muskogee Creek 
tribes, living in Richmond, California. Ms. Zizi's involvement in environmental activism 
began on August 6, 2012, when a huge explosion erupted at the Richmond Chevron refin-

ery. The explosion caused over 15,000 residents to flee to the hospital due to respiratory problems, itchy eyes, and 
irritated throats caused by the black smoke that covered the town. Since that day, Isabella has been tirelessly orga-
nizing in her community. Isabella is committed to nonviolent direct action and has helped organize myriad actions in 
the Bay Area. She joined as the youngest member of Idle No More SF Bay to help organize refinery "healing 
walks": one walk per month for 4 months all along the refinery towns on the East Bay of San Francisco. She is also 
a signer of the Indigenous Women of the Americas Defending Mother Earth Treaty, and founder of Earth Guardians 
Bay Area. 



Varshini Prakash - Organizer with Sunrise; Fossil Fuel Divestment Student       
Network; Representative of SustainUS, United States 

Varshini was born and raised outside Boston, MA. She got involved in the climate 
movement as an undergraduate at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. She joined 
the UMass Fossil Fuel Divestment campaign early in her time at UMass and lead the 
campaign for two years. In Spring 2016, the campaign won after a 2-week long mass 

escalation in which over 700 students, faculty, and alumni participated. 32 were arrested after peacefully refusing to 
leave the Whitmore Administration Building until UMass agreed to climate action. For the last three years, she has 
coordinated fossil fuel divestment campaigns with the Fossil Fuel Divestment Student Network at a regional and 
national level. She supported campaigns across the country through training, mentorship, and strategic guidance. 
This spring, Varshini supported the launch of Sunrise, a movement building an army of young people to stop climate 
change and create millions of good jobs in the process. She is the Lead Spokeswoman and coordinates Actions De-
sign. 

Osprey Orielle Lake - Founder and Executive Director of the Women’s Earth and Climate      
Action Network, United States 

Osprey Orielle Lake is the Founder and Executive Director of the Women’s Earth and Climate 
Action Network (WECAN) International, and originator of the Women Speak project. She works 
nationally and internationally with grassroots and Indigenous leaders, policy-makers and scientists 
to promote climate justice, resilient communities, and a just transition to a clean energy future. 
Osprey serves on the Executive Committee of the Global Alliance for the Rights of Nature and is 
the visionary behind the International Women’s Earth and Climate Summit, which brought togeth-

er 100 women leaders from around the world to draft and implement a Women’s Climate Action Agenda. She teach-
es international climate trainings and directs WECAN’s advocacy work in areas such as Women for Forests, Divest/
Invest/Protect, Rights of Nature and UN Forums. Osprey is the author of the award-winning book, Uprisings for the 
Earth: Reconnecting Culture with Nature. 

Representative of the UNFCCC Women and Gender Constituency  

Representative of Women in Europe for a Common Future*


