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From hardened fishermen
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to ‘petrel heads’

A rare collaboration between fishermen and conservationists
is improving the lot of a vulnerable New Zealand seabird,
the black petrel. It's also changing attitudes and forging new
links, reports LESLEY HAMILTON.
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dem Cleaw [laft) sand hoa petrel crew Minckall Thamas, Mathaw

Five young men struggle their
way through bush to the top of a
600-metre mountain on a remote
island in the Hauraki Gulf.

Some are heavily tattooed, most are out of breath and
aimost all are wonoering wiy the hell they are there. it
is a far cry from the urban ervironment most c2ll home
It bears little resemblance to amything they are familizr
with and iz not what they signed up for when agre=ing
to crew a fishing vessel cut of Tauranga

Howewer, this coliaboration betwesn young
fishermen and conservationists is changing lives

#Adzm Clow is 2 young dad. He skippers the longliner
Southern Cross cut of Tauranga and, with his dad
Phil, has just corverted the Tarpesna, 2 farmer Danish
seiner to a bottom longliner

Clow has just returned from Great Barrier ksland, a
bresding ground for the nationally vulnerable s=abird
black petrel (taiia). It is here that he regulary brings his
youreg crew to keam about the bind that is susceptible
to dying on the longline hooks that are the fishermen's
livelihoods

The black petred breeds only on Great and Little
Barrier |slands in the Hauraki Gulf. Great Barser lsland’s
Mount Hobon stands 822 metres tall and is home to
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Andemce and Migal Rollasss [might)

the langest colony.

“Crew come and go but when you think you
have some stayers | make sure to take them up the
mountain,” Clow said

Southemn Seabinds Soluticns is a charitabée trust with
a focus on protecting seabirds in Mew Z=aland and
Clow credits trust convenor Janice iodloy with the
brurtiartnge

“Wi= wanted to find & way to make fishermen more
aveare of seabirds and to do a better aa cfpr-:!z:tmg
them,” Molloy =aid  “We wanted to give them =
hands-an way to learn abowt the birds = get them off
the water and get them to the mowntain to handle the
birds and meet the eooldogists.”

The visits to the colany have been going for five
yeEars.

Clow said he was still sesing the value of that very
first irip all that time ago. “My boys, the ones who did
that first trip, are still talking about it and teaching the
younger crevs what they leamed. They are really prowd
they ve done it.”

The trek to the colony at the top of the mountain is
an eye-opener for the crew

Thee industry has its fair share of hard men and women
Clow runs: a hard-weorking boat and the crew nespect
that. He i clearly close to his staff and pays them well
In an incustry that streqoles fo necneit, Clow is going 2
pretty good job of keeping them, although taking them



“"They're puffed for a start.
Too many cigarettes. They
are happy and excited to be
off the boat but really have
no idea why they are going
to climb a mountain to lock
at seabirds in burrows.”

- ADAM CLOW

far & hike up a mowntain to cuddie birds could easily
hawe been a leap of faith in their stickabiit

*We stearmed out from Whitianga. Took an ex
fishing boat. Took us about seven hours to get there=
Had to stop in the middle of the channel to do a filter
change becawse all the fuel filiers were blocked bt
sught 2 feed of snapper while the

we got there. e
maintenances was Deing dane,”

Once on Great Barrier the trek to the breeding
ground is 2 two-howr uphill hike

Clow lawghs: “They're pufied for 2 start. Too many
cigarettes. They are happy and excited o be off the
boat but r=ally ha = guing to
climb a mountain to look at seahinds in burrows

Clow =aid.

through the sorub and when we

We punch our w
get up there the scientists give us a spiel about the life
cycle of the bird and then we start helping with tagging
the chicks. The technigue is that youw put your hand in

I
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the burrcwe and the chick bites your finger with a very
sharp little beak and then you can gently pull it owut oy
ts beak

“¥oul theen haold it a baby, very carefudly, while
hey are about 500 grams to

the ecologists tag it
y fluffy and warm. They record all

itz information and then we pop them back into the
brrroe”

I'he youeng fishesrmen then shane dinner with the
wildlife management team in the hut

“Aund we share stories as well. As interesting as it
5 for us to hear from them about the black petrel life

& Ko ano ane

-

cycle and wihat they ane doing when they are not on the

_-:li_:'!r5 e _uﬁt as interested to talk to the

them what they are doing when they
are om the water = how they ane -":-::':"g g ofbine
behaviours. You can't buy that infformation anywhere
1<
The exchange of information & a win for both sides
"By guys would never usually nib showlders with
these people. ks two different walks of life coming

together

“¥ou can actually see the mindset change. They're
hodading the birds, helping the scientists tag them,
earning that people come from all over the waorld to
photograph these hinds. That thene are people whao
spend their whole lives studying the Dirds that we get
= every day cut on the wates

ol S

Clow is in awe of the birds' joumey

=

“Thes= birds start
when they l=ave, for the very firs

kilometres due =ast, turn l=ft at the Galapagos and

hieir life on Great Barrier, and
ime, they fy 12,000

Video will spread
message
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spend the summer. From the tme the bird leaves Cineat
Barrier it won't touch land again until showt fve years
ater when it retums to the colony to mate "

The black petre| iz 2 moncgamous bird and both
parents incubate the egg for 57 days and then jointly
care for the chick

“Something that | kammer home to the boys s that
if we accidentally kill a black petrel during the breeding
seazon we will also be killing the one in the bammow
waiting for food. That pretty much makes them take
extra, swtra care”

_low knows that the seabinds are still in oedine bt
that while they're in Mew Z=aland, the best is being
done for them

“Self-reporting by fshermen when they catch a
than it was 10y
ormatian we e o teed into the soence

percent bett

K

e more Il

tis o calcwlate nuembers "

Seabird Smart workshops have ron alongside colony
visats, Thess teach skiopers and oresw how to minimise
seabird interactions and how to mitigate against
capture

“Different regions have different species they try
o educate their crews on in these waorkshops. | know
there s good work also going on with the hoiho,
iyellow-eyed penguin] down south.”

Diown from the mountain and back on board Clow
sems @ iotal change in attitude towands s=abirces

Theey all krowd about the mitigation methods

we employ on board o avoid seabird Dycatch but
changing the attitude towards the oreatures is the oy

They want to do better, They have a new bond with

+ [
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Industry working on seabird catch mitigation

Underwater
bait satter

the bird because they have handied it 2nd that's the
brilliance of this gig.”

Clow singles out his crewmate Leef Smith

“He iz our s=abird guy. He knows even maore than
some of our observers. Leef will name every bird, every
type of albatross - he's right into it®

The programme on Great Barier is nen by Wildlife
Management Int=rnational unoer a oedicated team l=d
by Hlirmbeth {Bir] Bell who has spent nearly 25 years
studying black petrels in their Durrows

"Biz almost knows these petreis by mame. She
has put her whole= life's work into this. They ane
conservationists. They ane greenies. They are
seabird experts who are leading the world in seabdand
transiocations, but they are getting alongsice us
fishermen.

"They are working with us and traimreg us. Theyre
not pointing the finger. They are actuslly getting in
besice us and teachineg us. Biz is an incredible persan
and o passionate about this.”

LClow said he was proud to live in a country whers
fishermen and cons=rvationists can get around a table,
talic and get the rght outrome

Adaptive
management
tools

“Thiz iz the best approach. Working together with
MNGU= and government and hammernng it out s he
best way to get resats. Wile all work in with our regional
DOC s=abird lizison officers who support us to s=t up
o boats to reduce seabind bycatch. One of them
=yeEn joined us on our trip up the mountain.”

Clow, like mamy other fshers, faces his share of
ignorance arcwnd the commercial fishing industry

“Unly & small number of people know what we da
and the others have to wade through the bulishit. Youwr
chilld’s bus driver, or the guy that changes your tyme will
te=ll you what they think you ane doing wrong out thers
&z you get older you get 2 karder skin. it used to reathy
affect me, but you have to hold your head wp and know
you are doing your best.”

Clow has seen a massive turmaroumd on conservation
fssues i the nine years be has been fishing

| am seeing hard guy's, guys you wowld never have
mapected to care, filling cut the protected species
boos =nd telling other guys to make sure they doit
These are people you wiossld nesver have thought would
oome arcund, but they hawe "

Clow is 2 big fan of cameras on vessals and has had
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cameras an the Southermn Cross for six years but admits
there is still some work to do o get them on svery
vessel

“Un the two boats that | cperate we have
vicuntesred to have cameras watching us every second
of the day. If you are not doing anything wrong, and it
is practical io actually put a camera on a boat, then |
recikon most guys would want it”

Walking up the wharf from the Southern Cross,

Clow takes tme out to stop and wish a2 departing crew
member good luck. Why i he leaving?

"He"s tired. This life is hard. You can't do it
But these guys are walking out of a week working for
mee with good money in their pockeis

“They s=am every cent. But that's not everything.®

Mearwhile, Clow is putting family first with a long
holiday. Alang with his wife Rachel and their three
young children they are off to the Pacific lands in a
purpose-built catamaran. Clow will sail the family from
the Coromande] to Tonga and Fii.

He too can see a time when be cowld l=ave fishing
behind

formger

“fean, | will exit eventually. | want to do more
conmerwation work. | just hope that what we hove
taught these young guys will flter down to the next lot
| think it wil . ‘W= have to do the nght thing.”

Adam Clow (aft), with lallow "petrel hesda" Mathaw Andarsan

Luks Fizhar, Siman Blithe and Ssabed Lisman Olficer Bigal
Hallasds [rught



